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EDIT O R’s PREFACE. 


N prefenting the following Memoirs to the public, it will not be 
] incumbent upon me to make any remarks on the interefting 
nature of their contents. It is fufficiently eftablifhed, that the author 
was a man of ability, poffefled of a difpofition fingularly calculated 
for adventures, and brought up in a fchool of irregular warfare, in 
which the intrepidity of his mind, and the power he poffefled of agi- 
tating and impelling the minds of others, were matured by a fevere 
courfe of practice. The obfervations and remarks, which might arife 
from confiderations of this kind, are left to the reader: my tafk will 
confift in the fimple expofition of fuch facts as tend to fhew the authen- 
ticity of the work, and the degree of credit to which it is entitled. 


About the latter end of the year 1784, Mr. J. Hyacinth de Magellan, 
F.R.S. &c. a gentleman well known inevery part of Europe, by 
the philofophical correfpondence he has for many years carried on 
with the firft literary characters, fhewed me a printed paper in French, 

containing 
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containing propofals for publifhing the memoirs and voyages of the 
Count de Benyowfky, in three volumes, by fubfcription; a defign 
which was afterwards givenup. ‘The Count was not at thattime in 
England, but had departed upon a private expedition to the ifland of 
Madagafcar; in the fitting ont of which, Mr. Magellan had adyanced 
a very confiderable fum. ‘This expedition was not, however, attended 
with fuccefs: Mr. Magellan determined therefore to publith this work ; 
and accordingly difpofed of the copy to the prefent proprietors, at the 
fame time that he engaged to communicate the tranfactions of the 
Count, from the conclufion of the prefent Memoirs to the time of his 
death. An unforefeen event rendered him incapable of performing 
this engagement : for foon after Chriftmas, 1788, he was attacked with 
a fevere illnefs, which affected his memory fo much as to prevent his 
attending to any literary purfuits, and has continued ever fince: JI 
need not enlarge on this unhappy event any farther than to obferve 
that it has deprived me of the expected information, and obliged me 
to give a detail of the facts from his correfpondence. 


This fhort hiftory may ferve to fhew by what progrefs the manu- 
{cript came into ‘my hands; and in order to clear myfelf of the flight 
eft fufpicion of ftanding before the public in any other character than 
that which I profefs, as editor of the work, I have recommended to 
the proprietors, to prefent the original copy and drawings to the Britith 
Muteum, as a place of depofit peculiarly calculated for the fecurity of 
the public in fuch cafes. To this they very readily agreed ; and the 
orivinal French manufcript has accordingly been prefented. It con- 
tains all which is exhibited in the following volumes, except the draw- 
ings of Plates 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, and 27, which were loft by a fire that 
confumed the houfe of Mr. Heath, the engraver. Proofs of thefe 
plates happened to be preferved; but the originals and engraved 
plates which were numbered 3, 4, 12, 23, 24, 2 5, were irrecover- 
ably loft by the fame accident, and do not therefore appear either in 

this 
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this publication, or the original. They confifted chiefly of views 
and figures. I have likewife thought it of advantage to divide the 
matter which preceeds the journal into chapters, and have added the 
titles, inftead of retaining the form of one undivided narrative, as it 
is in the original. : 


The credibility of any work can be tried in two ways only; 
by internal, or by collateral evidence. It is from the internal 
evidence, or the mutual coincidence of facts, that we judge of 
the fidelity of any writer in the firft place: if this be wanting, it 
is an infallible conclufion, that the author is either deceived himéelf, 
or intends to impofe on his readers; but if, on the contrary, this evi- 
dence be perfect, it is not fo ftrongly conclufive of truth, as the defect 
is of falfhood. Internal evidence amounts to an high dezgree of pro-» 
bability, and is the only dependance we can have when a writer {peaks 
of facts and places not known or vifited by others. I have not per- 
ceived any defect of this kind in thefe memoirs: they contain nothing 
which is at all improbable or contradi€tory. As far, therefore, as the 
adventures of the Count de Benyowiky are peculiar to himfelf, we 
muft depend on his authority. ‘The greater part, however, is capable 
of being fupported by collateral evidence. His fhare in the troubles 
in Poland is a recent bufinefs: moft of the perfons he mentions 
poffefled eminent ftations in fociety, and many are ftill living. We 
are not now in the dark with regard to the land paflage acrofs the 
Ruffian dominions in Afia, nor the general pofition and other circum- 
ftances relative to a confiderable extent of the North-Eaft part of the 
old Continent. When we proceed to confider the fituation of the 
coafts and iflands of the Northern fea between Afia and America, it 
is true that great difficulties * arife from the ignorance and inaccuracy 
of the Ruffian accounts and obfervations made by unfkilful, and 
perhaps in fome inftances unprincipled men, without proper inftru- 

Vor. I. Cc ments, 
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* See Coxe’s Ruffian Difcoveries, and the authors by him cited: alfo Cook, Clerke, 
Gore, and King’s Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, =I, p. 262. 
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ments, in a tract covered with fogs of fuch frequency, as to be al- 
moft perpetual. Here, however, we have the ineftimable advantage 
of recurring to the obfervations of thofe judicious navigators, Cook, 
Clerke, Gore, and King, whofe labours have reflected fo much 
honour upon the liberality and fcientific zeal of our fovereign. The 
only part therefore of the Count’s adventures which cannot readily 
be compared with the collateral teftimony of others, confifts in his 
vifitation of the iflands of Japan, Liqueio, and Formofa; and the 
difcoveries which he made in the courfe of a voyage through an un- 
frequented part of the ocean. On the evidence of .thefe facts, I 
need not make any obfervations, becaufe they ftand exactly in the 
fame predicament as all other new difcoveries do: they muft be ad- 
mitted on the credit of the difcoverer, until fubfequent refearches 


fhall either confirm or difprove them. 


Before I proceed to confider the degree of accuracy of the Count’s 
journal, I fhall prefent the reader with a paflage or two of Captain 
Cook’s laft voyage, which ftrongly confirm feveral particulars in 
the narration of the former. When Captain Cook was at Oonalafh- 
ka, feveral civilities and mutual communications took place between 
him and Erafim Gregorioff Sin Ifmyloff, who exhibits a:con{picuous 
figure in the following memoirs. After relating thefe [ vol. II, p. 
496 * of his voyage ] he proceeds [ page 499 | to add the following : 
«* But a voyage which he himfelf{ Ifmyloft] had performed, engaged 
“our attention more than any other. He faid that on the 12th of 
«* May, 1771, he failed from Bolfheretzk in a Ruffian veffel, to one 
‘© of the Kuril iflands, named Mareekan, in the latitude of 47° where 
‘*there is a harbour, and a Ruffian fettlement. From this ifland he 
“* proceeded to Japan, where he feems to have made but a fhort ftay. 
‘For when the Japanefe came to know that he and his companions 
‘** were chriftians, they, made figns. for them to’ be gone; but did 
** not, fo far as we could underftand him, offer any infult or force. From 


Japan 


* The Edition before me is the fecond. 
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«« Japan he got to Canton ; and from thence to France in a French 
“ fhip. From France he travelled to Peterfburg, and was afterwards 
¢¢ fent out again to Kamtfchatka. What became of the veffel in which 
‘he firft embarked we could not learn; nor what was the principal 
‘¢ object of the voyage. His not being able to {peak one word of 
‘¢French made this ftory a little fufpicious. He did not even know 
‘‘ the name of any one of the moft common things that muft have 
‘*been in ufe every day while he was on board the fhip, and in 
‘© France. And yet he feemed clear as to the times of his arriving at 
«‘ the different places, and of his leaving them, which he put down in 
“* writing.” 


In the third volume, p. 193, it appears that I{myloff, in a letter 
to the commander at Bolfheretzk, had reprefented the Englifh vef- 
fels as two {mall packet boats, and cautioned him to be on his guard ; 
and that it was not without the exertion of all the commander’s 
authority, that the inhabitants were prevented from abandoning the 
town, in confequence of their fears, left their vifitors fhould prove 
to be French. 

‘* Their extreme apprehenfions,” continues Capt. King, ‘* were 
** principally occafioned by fome circumftances attending an infurrec- 
‘* tion that had happened at Bolcheretzk a few years before, in which 
‘* the commander had loft his life. We were informed that an exiled. 
‘¢ Polifh officer, named Beniowski, taking advantage of the confu- 
‘fion into which the town was thrown, had feized upona galliot 
‘‘then lying at the entrance of the Bolchoireka, and had forced. 
‘on board a number of Ruffian failors, fufficient to navigate her: that 
‘he had put on fhore a part of the crew at the Kourile iflands ; 
‘‘and among the reft, If{myloff, who, as the reader will recollect, 
‘had puzzled us exceedingly at Oonalafka with the hiftory of this 
- tranfaction ; though for want of underftanding his language, we 
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‘could not then make out all the circumftances attending it: that 
‘she paffed in fight of Japan; made Luconia; and was there di- 
‘© rected how to fteer to Canton; that arriving there, he had appli- 
‘©ed to the French, and had got a paffage in one of. their India fhips 
‘©to France; and that moft of the Ruffians had likewife returned to 
‘* Europe in French fhips; and had afterward found their way to 
«‘ Peterfburg. We met with three of Beniowtki’s crew in the har- 
‘© bour of St. Peter and St. Paul; and from thence we learnt the 
<¢ circumftances of the above ftory.” 


Capt. King mentions that the arrival of Beniowfki at Canton 
was confirmed by the gentlemen of the Englith factory there, and 
obferves that from Kerguelen’s voyage, it appeared that this extraor- 
dinary perfon had entered the French fervice, and was commander of 
a new fettlement at Madagatcar, when that navigator touched there 


in 1774. 


The public prints of the year 1772 took notice of the arrival of 
the Count de Benyowfky at Canton in the month of September, the 
year before (1771. ) |The Gentleman’s Magazine for June, 1772, 
page 272, contains an account which is too long to be quoted, more 
efpecially as the circumftances are in fome ref{peéts improbable, and 
in others unfounded. This account fays that a veffel of uncommon 
appearance arrived at Canton with fixty-five perfons on board, five 
being in women’s apparel, commanded by the Baron de Benyorfky, 
who was taken prifoner by the Ruffians, in Poland, and carried to 
-Cafan, from which place he made his efcape with others, by over- 
powering their guard; that they directed their route to Kamchatka, 
where he had a friend, who fupplied him with a veffel ; that he. failed 
for China, but by ftrefs of weather was obliged to ftand to the Eaft- 
ward, and made the coaft of America, in latitude 57° was prevented 
by contrary winds from proceeding to Acapulco, and then ftood for 
the Philippine iflands, but was again difappointed by contrary winds ;. 


2 “and 


PR EF AC E., vii 





BG Wiat-Jaftly he reached Macao after five months paflape from 
Kamchatka.” 


“A paper fabjoined t to this account with the fignature of Benyorfky 
afferts, that he left Kamchatka in May 1771, and arrived at Macao 
™ Baprember;, after + having pe in at — 


This information from the Gentleman’s Magazine is evidently no 
more than the reports of the day. For it is not in the leaft probable. 
that prifoners at Cafan fhould imagine and execute a peregririation of 
at leaft four thoufand miles, over the moft inhofpitable part of the 
furface of the globe, with the hope of finding a friend who would 
prefent them with a fhip: or that they fhould actually obtain a hip, 
and then wander over the face of the ocean in the ftrange way they 
are here faid to have done. It may be admitted however as an evi- 
dence, that the Count did not arrive at China at an earlier period 
than is fpecified in his Memoirs, and this fact will be of ufe in con- 
fidering the value of the information obtained at Kamchatka by the 
Captains Cook and King. 


I muft obferve therefore that Ifmyloff, who is not reprefented in 
any very favourable light by the Count in his Memoirs, and was 
guilty of a trick which feems in fome refpect to degrade him, by 
writing an unfriendly and falfe letter to be carried by the Englith 
navigators to the Commander at Bolcheretzk, was probably difpoted 
to conceal fome part of the knowledge he poffefied,* and does 
not appear incapable of perverting fuch faéts as his own views, 
whatever they were, might require to be falfified; that it is by no 
means probable that the Count, at the head of a fet of daring men 
over whom he had no well fupported authority, fhould touch at the 
Kurilles iflands, for the reafon he himéfelf mentions, namely, the 

probability 
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probability that they fhould change their minds ‘and force him to 
return to Kamchatka; but on the contrary, that he fhould with to 
render their return impraCticable by ftanding for the Aleutian iflands 
or American fhore, in the firft place, as being more remote; and on. 
the other hand the difpofition of his crew to proceed to the North- 
ward might have been partly grounded on their fears of quitting the 
peninfula of Kamchatka. Again, it does not appear how four 
months could be employed in paffing fimply to Marikan, touching 
at Japan, and making Luconia in his way to Macao, even fuppofing 
he had failed fo far out of his way as to that Spanifh fettlement. On 
thefe accounts then, I think that I{myloff’s information, with that 
of the three Ruffians at Kamchatka, confidered under all the difad- 
vantages of a want of language for mutual intelligence, which Capt. 
Cook complains of,* are really valid, fo far only as to prove that the 
Count Benyowfky did really exert his military abilities at Kamchatka 
in a ferious infurrection in which the Governor loft his life; that the 
inhabitants of Bolfheretzk were fo greatly affected and the impreffion 
of their fears was fo {trong and permanent, as to urge them to think 
of abandoning their habitations after an interval of eight whole years ; 
an impreffion which the threat of burning their women and children 
in the church may readily account for: that a very confiderable time 
having elapfed between his departure, which is correctly given by 
Ifmyloff, and his arrival at China, which is an object of no queftion, 
he could not have fubfifted without putting in fomewhere; and that 
after leaving the Aleutian iflands, there are no places into which 
choice or neceflity could more immediately have driven him than the 
iflands of Japan, Liqueio and Formofa. In a word, the collateral 
evidence appears clear and pofitive where it fupports the credibility of 
the Count’s narrative, but confufed and uncertain in the particulars 
wherein it differs from him; and the whole is of fuch a nature as © 
not to be put in competition with an authentic journal from the 
hands of the author. 

Without 
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“s Without entering into any comparifon of the voyages of the Count 
Benyowfky with thofe of others who have navigated the Northern 
feas, I fhall confine my remarks to fuch parts of his journal as will 
admit of elucidation from the voyages of our illuftrious countrymen. 
But in the firft place it muft be premifed, that the Count’s {kill in 
havigation, whatever eminence it might have procured him in Kam- 
chatka, appears to have been very moderate. In his journal we find 
the latitude, longitude, wind, current and courfe. He never diftin- 
guifhed the latitude by account from that by obfervation. I fuppofe 
however that he may have had one of the old quadrants of Davis, or 
perhaps a foreftaff; but he certainly did not poffefs one of Hadley’s*. 
His latitudes in general therefore may be fuppofed to be within half, 
or perhaps a quarter of a degree of the truth. I have not paid any 
attention to the winds and courfe made good, but apprehend that his 
longitudes muft be fubject not only to all the ufual errors of the 
dead-reckoning, but likewife to others, arifing from his not knowing 
the variation of the compafs, (except perhaps by conjecture) and 
from his confidering the current as a daily element in his log-book. 
He has no where mentioned the method he ufed to afcertain the di- 
rection and velocity of thefe currents, and as every experienced navi- 
gator muft be aware that no fuch method exifts, except fuch as may 
be derived frem comparing the reckoning with celeftial obfervations 
or a time-keeper, it will follow of courfe that this element has ren- 
dered his longitude more uncertain. 


By tracing the Count’s voyage to the Northward upon the chart 
numbered 36 in Cook’s third Voyage, I find that he made Beering’s 
Mland when his reckoning placed the fhip a degree and a half to the 

| | Wettward. 


* Ifmyloff, or Ifmaeloff, received an Hadley’s quadrant from Captain Cook as a 
prefent, of which he in a very fhort time learned the ufes. Hence it feems probable 
that Hadley’s quadrant is fcarcely known in thofe parts, and that the Count in parti- 
cular did not poffefs one.—V oyage to the Pacific Occan, II. 505. 
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Wetward. This is a naturpl confequence of the Eafterly variation 
not being allowed for, and the fame caufe muft have affected his 
reckoning {till more as he ptoceeded to the Northward. Hence I 
conclude (with the fuppofition that his latitudes were at leaft half a 
degree too high, and his longitudes very confiderably to the Weft- 
ward of the fhip’s true place, both which follow from the variation 
being neglected) that he made Clerke’s iflands on the 3d of June, and 
ftood over for the land to the Northward of Tfuchotfkoi Nefs, where 
hé anchored ; again returned to Clerke’s iflands; failed from thence 
to the Eaftward ;* made the American Continent, and coafted along 
it between Point Shallow Water and Shoal Nefs, which wag. unex- 
plored by Cook; after which he ftood to the Southward and an- 
chored at Oonemak, in latitude 54° %, the error of his reckoning 
being about five degrees in longitude to the Weftward, an error 
which remarkably coincides with that of If{myloff’s chart, and 
proves almoft beyond a doubt that the Count really arrived at the 
Aleuthes by this circuitous navigation, and that I{myloff gained his 
information by failing with him ; more efpecially as fuch an error in 
longitude could hardly have arifen in running directly from Awatfcha 
Bay to the Aleuthes, which lie on the fame 2 lee and are only a 
— fortnight’s fail afunder. 


I do not pretend that there are no other caufes of uncertainty in the 
Count’s Journal, neither is it my intention to enter into a minute 
difquifition upon it. The public poffefs faithful copies of the docu- 
ments which have paffed through my hands, and I have no with nor 
claim to the abfurd privilege of directing their judgment. But it 
becomes me to ftate the reafons which guided me in examining thefe 

Memoirs, 


* The note on page 330 is too general. The Count does not appear to have 
reached America in that latitude. . 


4 Voyage to the Pacific Ocean before quoted, II. 502, 


PREF A.C E: xi 
‘Memoirs, and have convinced me that the veracity of the Count may 
be relied-on ; that the difagreements of collateral evidence are much 
‘more likely to arife from the imperfections of that evidence, ‘than 
from his want of fidelity; and that the real difficulties may be eafily 
~accounted for by any one, whofe fkill and experience are fufficient 
ta enable him to: eftimiate the probable errors that muft have refulted 
‘from the want of ‘iriftruments, and flender knowledge of the Count 
in marine affairs... : 


. The'other parte of the Count’s Journal need no comment. That 
he fhould ftand acrofs the Pacific ocean and direct his courfe for 
China, .are obvioufly the refult of the diCtates of Common fenfe ; that 
extreme diftrefs fhould follow the want of proper fubordination among 
a fet of exiles, or men of defperate: fortune and adventure, is not at 
all wonderful; and that fuch men, without any fettled deftination, 
and acting throughout from the impulfe either of neceffity or their 
own: inclinations, fhould range from one ifland to another, where 
their wants could be beft fupplied, is what the flighteft ideas of caufe 
and effect would have foretold. The difcoveries and adventures of 
the Count on this paflage and elfewhere muft {peak for themfelves, 
and I have no doubt will be found interefting, as well from the 
nature of the incidents as the novelty of the places of action. 


It is-ftill lefs neceflary to enlarge on the effe& which the abilities 
and acquifitions of the Count produced at the Court of France, and 
the undertaking which was afterwards entrufted to his management. 
The leading facts of this part of his Memoirs have fufficient collateral 
evidence.. Neither need I make any remarks on his political prin- 
ciples with regard to colonization, of which I think the intelligent 
fubjeéts of our free and liberal government will be at no lofs to form 
a.proper opinion ; whether they be viewed in a civil or commercial 
light. I will therefore only add on the fubject of the Memoirs, that 
- d | the 
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the Count, in his fhort hiftory of Kamchatka, appears: to have had 
Kracheninnikow’s voyage into Siberia before him, a work which 
Captain King * confiders as worthy of entire credit. It will eafily~ 
be feen, however, that our author, by {peaking always in his owtr 
perfon, and mentioning his authorities in feveral places, means to~ 
confirm all the general facts as from his own obfervation. “I perceive 
that the drawing of plate II. nearly refembles the tenth plate of the 
French tranflation of Krafcheninnikow ; but neither thefe nor that in 
the original Ruffian appear equal to that in Cook’s Voyage. The 
plates 8, 9, 10 and 11, have fome little uncertainty with regard to 
their references and bearings; both which imperfections are confe~ 
quences of the fire which confumed the Engraver’s houfe. The 
references on the plates will direct the reader to fill fuch blanks as. 
were neceffarily left in the text. I muft likewife take notice, that: 
the word caftor, which I have every where rendered beaver, is ufed’ 
throughout this work to denote the fea beaver or otter; that the 
word corvette, which I think denotes the kind of veffel called an 
hooker, has been moftly retained, on account of my being uncertain 
whether the French apply it to any particular veflel, or imply to denote 
a packet ; and that I have kept the {pelling of proper names uniform, 
though it is not fo in the manufcript, the Count’s fignature in his. 
own hand being frequently varied. The charts of harbours on the 
coaft of Madagafcar are not particularly mentioned in the body of the 
work: moft of them convey an account of their origin in, their titles. 
The harbour and bay of Eaft Cape, plate XXI; of the North coaft 
of Madagafcar in plate XXVI; of Vannembey in plate XXVIII; 
and of Louquez in phate XXIX. are found in Mr. Dalrymple’s col- 
lection, where they are copied from M. D’Aprés, and do not effen- 
tially differ from the prefent engravings of the Count’s manufcript. 
I fuppofe therefore that the Count had them from the fame quarter as 
M. D’Apres ; that is, either from the mafters of vefiels at Madagaf- 
car, or the French Government. 

Ms. 

* Voyage before cited, III. 205, 


P R E F AC E. xiit 


Mr. Magellan’s correfpondence on the Count's fubfequent adven- 
tures, having been fubmitted to my infpection, appears to require a 
very confiderable fhare of deliberation and mutual comparifon of its 
parts, before the more particular events can be placed in a proper 
light. Several of the letters from individuals concerned in this adven- 
ture contradict each other ; and fome of them are written with fuch a 
{pirit of enmity towards the Count, as renders the impartiality of the 
writers very doubtful. I will not here enquire how far it is probable 
that the failure of this laft enterprize arofe from a want of principles 
or prudence, either in the Count or in his affociates. The fmalleft 
knowledge of the human mind will readily thew, that when lofs and 
wretchednefs are the only confequences of an attempt founded cn the 
moft brilliant hopes; quarrels and mutual recrimination muft infal- 
libly be the refult. For this reafon I fhall flightly trace the leading 
facts, with very few obfervations of my own. 


‘The Count de Benyowfky and his family, with fome of his affo- 
ciates, failed for Maryland on the 14th of April, 1784, on board the 
Robert and Ann, commanded by Mr. Alexander Mac Dougall. He 
arrived at Baltimore on the 8th of July following, having taken with 
him from London a cargo of the value of near 4000/. fterling, confift- 
ing it feems of articles intended for the Madagafcar trade. Two caufes 
appear to have induced him and his friends to avoid a dire& voyage 
to that ifland. In the firft place, they found it extremely difficult, 
if not impracticable, to procure the flag of any European power ; and 
in the next, there wag every reafon to hope that the American mer- 
chants, whofe affairs were thrown into confufion by the ftrugele for 
independence, and the fubfequent lofs of their colonial privileges in 
trading to the mother country, would be more ready to embrace the 
offer of a new channel of trade than the fubjects of more eftablithed 
focieties. This expectation was found to be juft. A refpectable 
commercial houfe at Baltimore was induced to join in the fcheme, 
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and fupplied the Count with a fhip of 450 tons, carrying twenty guns, 
fix-pounders, and twelve {wivels. This fhip, cargo and ftores, wag 
eftimated at fomewhat more than for thoufand pounds fterling, ex- 
clufive of the merchandize brought from London. It was named 
the Intrepid, and failed from Baltimore on the 25th of October, 
1784; every one on board being, by agreement and oath, fubject to the 
abfolute command of the Count, though the merchants of Baltimore 
had appointed a Captain and Supercargo to affift the Count while 
under his command, and to conduct their affairs homeward bound, 
Their deftination was the harbour of St. Auguftin, on the Eaft Coaft 
of the ifland of Madagafcar, where they were to form a fettlement or 
emporium ; in the eftablifhment of which it was expected that the 
Count’s influence with the natives, and the fupremacy they had con-~ 
ferred on him, would have been of fingular advantage. The family 
of the Count remained in America, on account of the pregnancy of 
Madame de Benyowfky. At the beginning of January the Count 
made the coaft of Brafil,—by miftake, as his affociates fay, and for 
want of keeping enough to windward ; but in his own letters he af. 
ferts, that he repaired for wood and water to this eoaft,. in preference, 
for reafons which he does not fpecify. The former, however, feems 
probable; for they were near a month turning to windward. in order 
to clear Cape Roque, and at laft run dangeroufly aground on the 
ifland Juan Gonfalvez, near the mouth of the river Amargofa, in 
five degrees South latitude. It was not till the month of April: that 
the neceflary repairs were completed, and they ftood acrofs the At- 
lantic ; being at fhort allowance of provifions for the greateft part of 
the paffage. The laft letter of the Count was written from the coaft 
of Brafil, and confequently the remainder of this account muft come 
from the letters of his companions. It does not appear why he 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope without putting in. The firft place 
he touched at was Sofala, on the Eaftern coaft of Africa, where he 
anchored on the 22d of May, 1785, and remained a fortnight to 

2 refrefh,. 


PR EF AC E. xv 


refreth his people. On the 7th of July they anchored in the Bay of 
Antangara, about ten leagues to the South-Weft of Cape St. Sebaf- 
tian, and unloaded their cargo, the Count’s intention being to proceed 
over land to the Bay.of Antongil, where the fhip was to meet them. 
It appears by the letters, that Lamboin, King of the North, who is 
mentioned in thefe Memoirs, came to pay his refpects to the Count, 
and that a body of Seclaves under a Chief or King likewife came and 
encamped near him; that the Count propofed to enter into the oath 
of blood with him, but he excufed himfelf till a future day, on 
account of the fatigue of his journey : and from the matter’s proteft 
it appears, that on the 1{t of Auguft, three quarters of an hour after 
the long boat had returned on board, between the hours of ten and 
eleven at night, a fevere firing was heard and feen on fhore exactly at 
the place of the Count’s encampment; that between five and fix in 
the morning a few {cattered fhot were heard in a fmall wood about a 
mile up the country, and at day-light no figns were perceived of any 
white men on fhore, but that all the effects were removed; and 
laftly, that their own dangerous fituation, from the few hands and 
want of arms on board, and the probability that the Count and his 
party were cut off by the natives, together with the want of provifions, 
compelled them to depart for Joanna. From this ifland or Mohilia 
they proceeded to Oibo, where the fupercargo fold the thip on ac- 
count of the infurers. 


If the information ended here, it might naturally be concluded that 
the Count’s attempt had met with its fatal termination before their 
departure ; but there is a letter from one of the perfons on board, 
which ftates, that the writer and another perfon were not convinced 
that the firing was made by the natives, but that they figned the 
proteft becaufe overborne by numbers: and in another letter from an 
officer, who was brought prifoner to the Ifle of France after the final 
deftruction of the Count’s party, which (as far as relates to. the de- 
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ftruction ef the Count and his people by the French) is confirmed 
by the writer of the former letter, I find mention indeed of a firing 
heard in the night; but, contrary to the proteft, the writer affirms, 
that the fhip failed in fight of thofe on fhore, to their great aftonifh- 
ment, and that it was in vain that they ftood after her with the 
country boats. The fame writer continues to ftate,. that fifteen days 
after the departure of the veffel the Count departed for Angoutci, 
leaving moft of his people behind to follow him; but the greateft 
part fell fick and died, two only remaining. From this letter, which, 
however, in many refpects feems to want explanation, it appears that 
the power and influence of the Count was fuch, that he had an 
armed force of the natives at his command, with which he proceeded 
to Angoutci, and commenced hoftilities againft the French by feizing 
their ftorehoufe. Here he bufied himfelf in erecting a town after the 
manner of the country; and from hence he fent a detachment of one 
hundred men to take poffeffion of the French Factory at Foul Point; 
but they were prevented from carrying their purpofe into execution 
by the fight of a frigate which was at anchor off the Point. In con- 
{equence of thefe movements, the Government of the Ifle of France 
fent a fhip with fixty regulars on board, who landed, and attacked 
the Count on the morning of the 23d of May, 1786. He had con- 
ftructed a {mall redoubt defended by two cannon, in which himéelf, 
with two Europeans and thirty natives, waited the approach of the 
enemy. The blacks fled at the firft fire, and Benyowfky, having 
received a ball in his right breaft, fell behind the parapet; whence 
he was dragged by the hair, and expired a few minutes afterwards. 


Thus ended the life and adventures of the Count de Benyowfky ; 

a man of invincible {pirit, inured to hardfhips, and habituated to 
face danger and every extremity with a moft uncommon degree of firm- 
nefs. To thefe extraordinary powers, he added an intimate and 
almoft intuitive knowledge of the human mind. By nature, educa- 
tion 
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tion and habit, he was formed to perfuade, to command, and to 
coerce ; and his deftiny gave him ample occafion to exercife thefe ta- 
lents. Of this fingular charaéter many and various have been the 
opinions. Thofe whofe interefts led them to oppofe him have {pared 
no accufations again{t him ;. and their accufations are of the {trongeft 
and even the moft horrid nature. His enemies have reprefented him. 
as the unfeeling tyrant, and the unprincipled robber :—yet while he 
lived he never was without enthufiaftic admirers, and warm friends. 
who readily exerted themfelves, againft every rifque and every calumny,. 
to ferve him. If it were expected that I fhould give my opinion, I 
would declare, that I have not yet feen any thing againft him which. 
will not bear two interpretations ; or which has not been written by 
men who contradict each other, and had an intereft in traducing him.. 
For thefe reafons it is that I would fufpend my opinion; and thefe 
are the reafons why, in the multifarious correfpondence which now 
lies before me, I have paffed over the recriminations in filence. I 
have collected only fuch facts as appear indubitable, and have fup- 
preffed all names, becaufe the correfpondence, on account of the 
prefent infirm fituation of the gentleman to whom it of right belongs, 
has paffed into my hands, without any other reftriction but fuch as 
the fentiments of every man of principle and delicacy muft infpire. 


Loudon, Dec. 7, 1789. W. NICHOLSON. 
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Since the foregoing Preface was printed, I have been favoured by 
Sir Fofeph Banks, Bart. P. R. S. with the communication of 
the following Papers, which I here infert, with a few Remarks. 


No. I. 


Extrait de wa Lettre de M. L’Bwégue le Bon, due 24. Septembre, 
1771, de Macao. 


IL vient d’arriver hier a Macao un Both a Pavilion Hongrois, 
commandé par le Baron Hongrois, Maurice Augufte Aladar 
Benyorfky, Confeiller du Prince Albert, duc de Saxe, Colonel de 
fa Majefté Apoftolique Royal Imperiale la Reine d’Hongrie, et 
Officier d’un regiment de la Confederation de la Republique, 
A Couronne de Pologne. 


Ce Monfieur, apres avoir recu_fept bleffures dans un combat 
contre les Ruffes pres de Kaminieck, fut fait prifonnier de Guerre, 
et conduit dans la meme ville ou fe. trouve détenu comme 
prifonnier d’Etat le Prince Szoltits, Eveque de Cracovie, Senateur 


de _Pologne, 


Le 
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Le Baron a trouve le moyen de s’échaper, apres avoir recu une 
patente du Prince Eveque, prifonnier, qui exhorte tous les Catho- 
liques furtout, a fecourir le dit Sieur Alader Benyorfky,’ pour lui 
procurer le moyen de parvenir aupres de L’Empereur d’ Allemagne, 
et aupres du Saint Siege Apoftolique. Lu patente due Prelat eft 
dattée de fa prifon, Ie 6th Novembre, 1770. 


De 54 hommes d’eqiipage, il ne refte plus a ce capitaine 
que 8 hommes en fanté; tout le refte eft fur le grabat. Depuis 
deux mois ils fouffroient le faim et la foif: il a eu fon embarcation 
deux fois brifeé, deux fois ils ont raccOmodée et remife en etat. 
Il ne fcait ni le Portugais ni I’Efpagnol, mais il parle Latin, 
Francois, & Allemand. Il eft venu par le Nord, & a cotoyé 
Je Japan, &c. 


No. Ii. 


An Account of the arrival of a | fnall Veffel, of about eighty tons,. 
at Macao, the 23d of September laft, commanded by Baron 
Maurice Aout Alladar Benyorfky, Colonel in the Hungarian 
Jervice, on board of which were fixty-two Hungarian foldiers, 
and five women, who, by their account, efcaped from their ime 
prifonment in Siberia. Taken from the Colonel’s own words, by 
me, Nathaniel Barlow, who was at Macao the time when they 
arrived there. 


UPON a vifit I made to the Baron above-mentioned, fon. 
after his arrival, I requefted of him, as a great favour, he would. 
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be pleafed to give me a recital of his adventures, as I told him 
fomething very extraordinary muft have happened to him, by 
his coming into thefe parts, fo remcte from his own cuuntry. 
Agreeable to my requeft, he very politely acquiefced, and men- 
tioned the following particulars, in the French language. 


He faid, that he was firft fecretly fent by the Court of Hun- 
gary, with a body of five thoufand foldiers, to the affiftance of 
the Catholic Confederates in Poland, who were at that time at 
war with the Proteftant party of the fame nation, affifted by the 
Ruffians. - That foon after his arrival in Poland, and joining a 
body of the Confederates, they had an engagement with the 
Ruffians, who being fuperior in numbers, foon defeated his body, 
took him, and almoft all his men, prifoners, and fent them away, 
with all expedition, into different garrifons in Siberia. That on 
his arrival at the place deftined for him and his party, they were 
put into clofe confinement, and treated in a moft cruel man- 
ner, infomuch, that they were determined to attempt an efcape, 
at the hazard of their lives: very fortunately, an opportunity 
offered, by the guard being reduced to a {mall number, whom 
they foon overpowered, took their arms, and marched off, with 
all expedition, towards the province of Kamfchatka, where, in a 
fea-port, named Chevega, he had a friend on whom he could 
depend for affiftance in extricating him from the dangers that he 
was threatened with. Accordingly, after many days marching over 
mountains, and fometimes through almoft impenetrable woods, 
(during which time he experienced every mifery poffible, by the 
want of provifions and water) he fortunately arrived at the above 
fea-port, where, to his great joy, he found his friend, by whofe 
affiftance a veficl was procured, and in a fhort time got ready 
for failing, when the Colonel and his party embarked. As he 
had formerly ferved in the marine fervice of the States of Malta, 
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he thereby learnt Navigation, by the affiftance of which he in« 
tended making a coafting voyage of it to China; but being drove 
off the coaft by a gake of wind, and not expecting to make it 
again, he fteered to the north-eaft, in hopes of finding fonte 
ilands he had heard was in that: quarter. Accordingly, aftér 
many days failing, and great fufferings, he fortunately arrived at 
ene of them he fuppofed to be near the Continent of America, 
where he got feveral kinds of refrefhment ; and, after ftaying a 
little time, he embarked, with a defign to. go to Acapulca, but 
not meeting with favourable winds, fteered towards the Phillipine 
iflands, where, after encountering with frefh difficulties, he arrived 
at the Marians, from whence intending to go to Manilla, was pre- 
vented by unfavourable winds: he then came to the refolution of 
{leering towards China, where he fortunately arrived at oe port 
of Macao, after a voyage of four months. 


He was as far north as 63 degrees; had with him Lord 
Anion’s voyages, tranflated into the Sclavonian language, which 
he repeatedly faid was of the greateft ufe to him, being guided, 
in a great meafure, by them.———In his apartment were feveral 
mathematical inftruments, efpecially a quadrant, and a crofs ftaff. 
On requefting for a fight of his drafts, he, with great reluctance, 
produced one, but, unluckily, a gentleman in company telling 
him that one of us was a fea-captain, he immediately withdrew, 
and carried with him the draft, by which we loft the oppor- 
tunity of knowing more particulars of this very silanes 
voyage. : 


The vefiel is fifty feet long, and fixteen broad, entirely “built 
of fir. 


No. 





(«Oo P YY) 


Baron ssa ta s Narrative of a Voyage from Kamfchattha to 
| Macao. 


Devenu en prifon, 1769, Anné 
| Amenez en exile avec Meff. Princés, P. Koltik, Eveque de Cracovia, 
P. Kangufzko, 
P. Rzfevuizky, 
P. Pacz, . 
Eveque de Ksove. 


A Kamfcbatha, fous 63 degree de la Latitude du Nord, 175 Long. 
 y971 LL Anne. 


DANS le mois May, fortis fur le galliotte St. Piere, paffer 
jufque a 238 degree de la Longitude, a 57 Latitude, d’ou,. 
naviger a paffer P'Ifle Mariain par la grande tempete, et fort 
vents devenu a Japon, ou, ton de L’Androis, du Port Namqu,. 
mil pieds a la Texe, de la venu a I'Ifle, Touza et Bonzo, de 
la, jufque a Nangeafaki, d’ou aprez avoir peu. de Noires fortis 
et paffer par les Ifles Amuy, jufque a Formofa, et I’Ifle Bafchet,. 
enfin, prit le cours droitment, a Makao, ot je fuis arrive dans 
le mois Septembre,-1771 L’Ann, 


Srene par 
Sortis avec 85 hommes, Baron Maurice, Aout a’ Aladar 
Arrivé avec 62 do, de Benyorfky, Colonelle de fa 


Ma. Imp, Generale Regem. 
tar des les Confederes.. 


Mem. 
eo « 
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Mem. The original from which the foregoing is taken, being 
wrote with very faint ink, upon bad paper, and German cha- 
racters frequently ufed, have occafioned imperfections in this 


Copy. 


No. IV. 


Extract of a Letter from the Supra-Cargoes of Council at Canton, 
‘in China, dated 20th November, 1771 3 received per Britifh King. 


A fmall ‘veffel arrived at Macao the 23d September, com- 
manded by a Hungarian Baron, Maurice Augufto Alader Benyorfky, 
which has occafioned much fpeculation..They being at Macao, 
and cannot obtain permiflion to come to. Canton,. we are de- 
prived of the means to procure the intelligence which we might 
poflibly otherwife do, had we an. opportunity of difcourfing with 
him: it feems, beyond doubt, he is come from Kamfchatka, but 
by what track, or his motive, we have only what he pleafes 
to fay, being the only perfon who fpeaks about their concerns, 
and he very referved. We could wifh it were in our power to 
give you a particular account of this affair, but cannot do more 
than fend you the accounts we have received from others, and 
one that he gave himfelf, and figned by him. He has claimed 
the protection of the French ; had a chop procured for him and 
fome of his officers to come to Canton, but by their being 
mentioned in the chop (which was procured by Puan Khequa) 
under the denomination of French merchants; and the Hoppo’s 
officer at Macao having had them defcribed to him differently 
before, he returned the chop to Canton, and did not fuffer them 
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to proceed. The Mandarines here are apprehenfive they may be 
Ruffians ; and Puan Khequa, afraid of being drawn into fome 
ferape, he rather chufes to decline interfering, and they are likely 
to remain at Macao till the French fhips leave China, which 
fhips they are to @Abark on board of for Europe. 


No. .V.. 


Extrait of a Letter from Canton, in China, to Mr. Pigou, 
dated the 20th November, 1771. 


ON the 23d of September, a fmall veffel, commanded by a 
Hungarian Baron, arrived at Macao. He fays, that he was firft 
fecretly fent by the Court of Hungary, with a body of five thou- 
fand men, which he commanded, to the affiftance of the Catholic 
Confederates in Poland, who were at war with the Proteftant 
party of the fame nation, affifted by the Ruffians. ‘Fhat foon 
after his arrival in Poland, and joining the Confederates, he had 
am engagement with the Ruffians, who defeated his army, and 
fent them into different garrifans in’ Siberia, where. being cruelly 
treated, the Colonel and party with him refolved to make their 
efcape, which they eafily effected, their guard being very weak: 
from thence they got to the port of Kamfchatka, where they 
procured a {mall veffel, and failing to the northward, made land, 
which they fuppofed to be part of the continent of North 
America. Finding themfelves wrong in their tract, they altered 
their courfe, and efter five weeks fail came to Japan, where they 

had 
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had feveral fkirmifhes with the natives. They afterwards faw 


the Marian iflands, and thence bore away directly for Macao, 
being in great diftrefs for provifions. 


TRANSLATION or true PAPER, No. {. 


Extradt of a Letter from M. the Bifbop Le Bon, dated September 
24th, 1771, from Macao. 


YESTERDAY arrived at Macao a veflel under Hungarian 
colours, commanded by the Hungarian Baron, Maurice Augufte 
Aladar Benyorfky, Councellor to Prince Albert, Duke of Saxony, 
Colonel (in the fervice) of her Apoftolic Royal Imperial Majefty, 
the Queen of Hungary, and officer of a regiment of the confedera- 
tion of the republic of Poland. 


This gentleman, after having received {even wounds in a battle 
againft the Ruflians, near Kaminieck, was made prifoner of war, 
and conducted. into the fame town where the Prince Szolits, Bithop 
of Cracovia, is detained a priftser of ftate. 


The Baron found the means to efcape, after having received a 
patent from the Prince Bifhop, the prifoner, who exhorts all Catholics 
efpecially to affift the faid Sieur Aladar Benyorfky, to procure 
him the means of repairing to the prefence of the Emperor of 
Germany, and before the Holy Apoftolical Court. The patent 
of the Prelate is dated from his prifon, on the 6th of ais. 


1770. 2 
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— Out of fifty-four men of his equipage, there remains no more 
to this Captain than eight men in health; all the reft are con- 
fined to their beds. For two months paft they fuffered hunger 
and thirft. He has been twice fhipwrecked, and twice they 
have repaired their veflel. He is not acquainted with the Por- 
tuguefe or the Spanith, but he {peaks Latin, French, and 
German. He came from the North, and has coafted the ifland 
of Japan, oc. oe | 


REMARKS 
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REMARKS on tHE PAPER, No. I. 


THIS Letter was written the day after the Count’s arrival at 
Macao, and does not contain the leaft hint of his banifhment into 
Siberia. It fpecifies no dates, except the Count’s arrival at 
China, and that of the patent, faid to be obtained at Kaminieck. 
I fcarcely need obferve, that this account does not agree with 
the memoirs; and that the Count was at or near the town of 
Ochozk, in Siberia, at the time the patent is faid to have been 
given at Kaminieck. Upon this occafion I have not the leaft 
inclination to doubt the veracity of M. Le Bon; but whether 
thefe inconfiftencies arofe from the difpofition of concealing the 
particulars of his adventures, which evidently actuated the Count, 
who expected great advantages from the knowledge he had ac- 
quired ; or whether they may confift, for the moft part, of thofe 
inaccuracies which ufually accompany the relation of verbal com- 
munications, I fhall not here attempt to decide. 


On THE PAPER, No. II. 


‘ in ‘this paper it may be obferved, that the Count, being 
defirous of keeping the particulars of his expedition as fecret as 
poffible, judged it neceflary to communicate a pretended fet of 
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adventures. The letter inferted in the Gentleman’s Magazine 
agrees very nearly with this report of Mr. Barlow: I fhall not 
therefore repeat the remarks I have already made upon that print. 
The mathematical inftruments in his apartment are not defcribed 
with fufficient minutenefs, to clear up the doubts, or confirm 
‘the affertions made in the note at the foot of page ix. It feems 
probable, however, that the crofs-ftaff would not have poffeffed a 
place among his mathematical inftruments, if the quadrant had 
been one of Hadley’s conftructiion. . Mr. Barlow. fays the veffel 
was about eighty tons burthen :—Benyowfky (page 77, vol. I.) 
eftimates it at two hundred and forty: both are, perhaps, mere 
guefles; but from the dimenfions given in this paper, and the 
draft of water mentiontd at page 301 of the firft volume, the 
Count’s number proves very near, though under. the truth. 


On tHe PAPER, No. III. 


THIS is doubtlefs the original from which the fecond paper 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine (page vii) was tranflated. As the 
Count’s intention, certainly, was not that of conveying informa~ 
tion, but of mifleading the enquirers at Canton, I have not 
thought it neceffary either to attempt an emendation of this im- 
perfect copy, or to attempt any tranflation. 


fa On 
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On tHe PAPERS, No. IV. & V. 


THESE Papers do not appear to require any comment, 


On tus DRAWING, or SKETCH, or THE St. PETER 
AND ST. PAUL. 


AMONG the Drawings of the Count, which compofed part 
of the prefent Work, there was one of the vefiel in which he 
made his efcape. As it was a three-mafted veffel, differing in 
no refpect, either in hull or rigging, from an European fhip, 
the Proprietors did not intend to have it engraved, for which 
reafon it was fet apart from the reft; and as my endeavours to 
find it have been ineffectual, I fear it has been irrecoverably miflaid, 
among other papers of no value: I cannot, however, confiftently 
with the principles of rectitude, forbear. obferving, that it was 
exceedingly unlike the prefent Engraving, particularly in its wales, 
which were nearly ftrait, and the guns, which were confiderably 
more numerous, being eight or ten on the vifible fide. Thefe 
circumftances, neverthelefs, are not enough, in my opinion, to 
impeach the Count’s veracity, without farther deliberation. The 

Chinefe 
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Chinefe neatnefs is fufficiently apparent in this Drawing, but it 
exhibits too many marks of incorrectnefs to be implicitly relied 
on; of which I fhall only mention, that the fhrouds do not ter- 
minate in the dead-eyes; that part of the gun-wale abuts againft 
the main-maft; and that the planking upon the poop terminates 
upon the after mizzen back-ftay. I do not therefore apprehend 
that I fhall feem an advocate improperly partial to the Count, 
when I make the fuppofition, that his Drawing was made in 1784, 
from memory, at the time when the publication of hig Journal 
was refolved on; and obferve, that an interval of thirteen years 
may, without any great improbability be thought fufficient to render 
fuch a performance far from being correct, when made by a 
man whofe purfuits had been very little in the marine depart- 
ment. I might go farther, and attempt to guefs at the probable 
errors of both Drawings, with a view to difcover whether they 
can be reconciled? I think they might; but the difquifition 
promifes neither intereft nor utility. I will, therefore, only add, 
that the Count (vol. I. page 77,) rightly fays; that the veffel 
carried eight guns; and though (page 301,) he fays he cut ports 
at Kamfchatka, and mounted twelve additional guns, yet it 
feems they were wood; and it may eafily be imagined, that the 
hard weather and misfortunes he met with in his voyage 
might force him to relinquifh that ufelefs parade, and clofe his 
ports, when he repaired the veflel at the Liqueio Mlands. 


This occurrence of the Drawing of the veffel being overlooked 
in the Preface, though I thought I had omitted nothing to which 
the Public is entitled, leads me to mention, that the manufcript 
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copy at the Britith Mufcum contains the following Drawings, 
which it was not thought proper to engrave. 


1. The Shipwreck (Naufrage) of the Count de Benyowfky, 
among the Liqueio Iflands. As it is evident that neither the 
Count, nor any of his companions, could have taken a drawing of 
the incident mentioned at the end of the firft volume, I con- 
fidered this fketch merely as an ornament, conveying no in- 
formation ; on which account it appeared unneceffary “to en- 


prave it. 


2. View of the coaft of Formofa. There is no reference to 
this in the M. S. and it has no note of bearings, diftance, &c. 
The Count’s cypher on the back of the drawing refers it to 
Auguft 26, 1771. | . 


CoNCERNING THB PORTRAIT IN THE 
TITLE PAGE. 


THIS Engraving was made by Heath, from a miniature Por- 
trait of half the fize, which came into my hands in the fame 
| manner 
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manner as the correfpondence of the Count. de Benyowfky, and 
others, relative to his laft expedition ; that is to fay, in confe- 
quence of the friendfhip fubfifting between Mr. Magellan and 
myfelf, which naturally led him to have recourfe to my affiftance, 
together with that of another intimate friend, for the manage- 
mient of his affairs, during his prefent indifpofition. 


THE 
MEMOIRS anno TRAVELS 


COUNT ve BENYOWSKY. 


HE Count Mauritius Auguftus de Benyowtky, 

_ Magnate of the kingdoms of Hungary and Po- 

- and, was born in the year 1741 at Verbowa, 
the hereditary lordfhip of his family, fituated in the 
county of Nittria, in Hungary. He was the fon of 
Samuel, Count de Benyowfky, General of Cavalry, in 
the fervice of the Emperor, and Rofa, Baronefs of Revay, 
Lady and hereditary Countefs of Thurocz. The early 
part of his life was employed in the courfe of education, 
{tudies and exercifes which the court of Vienna affords 
to fuch of its vaffals as are of illuftrious families; and 
upon his arrival at the age of fourteen years he fixed his 
choice on the profeflion of arms. He was accordingly 
received into the regiment of Siebenfchien, in quality of 
— Vor. I. B Liecute- 
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Lieutenant, and joined the Imperial army then in the 
field againft the King of -Pruffia. The firft-battle at 
which he was prefent was that of Lobofitz, on the 8th 
of October, 1756, under the command of General 
Brown ; the fecond was that of Prague, on the 6th of 
May, 1757, under the Prince Charles of Lorrain; and 
the third was before Schweidnitz, on the 12th of No- 
vember, 1757. In the foilowing year, 1758, he had a 
fhare in the battle of Domftadt, under the command of 
General Laudon, after which period he received an in- 
vitation from his uncle, the Staroft of * Bieniowfky, to. 
repair to Poland, in order to fecure the inheritance of 
his Staroftie. He therefore quitted the Impcrial fervice,. 
and haftened into Lithuania, where he was acknowledged 
by his uncle as his heir, and fucceeded him in the pof- 
feffion of his lands. His tranquillity was, however, in- 
terrupted by the fudden death of his father, and the in- 
telligenee he received that his brothers in law had taken 
‘poffeffion of his inheritance. This unexpected cata- 
ftrophe demanding his immediate prefeace im Hungary, 
he quitted Lithuania, with the fole view of obtaining 
poffeffion of the property of his family; but on his 
arrival he found the whole in the hands of his brothers 
in law, who, by force, oppofed his entrance into his own 
caftle. In this conjuncture, attending only to the juftice 
of his caufe and the dictates of his vivacity, he repaired 
to Kruffova, a lordfhip dependant on the caftle of Ver- 
bowa, where, after having caufed himfelf to be acknow- 
ledged by his vaffals, and being affured of their fidelity, 
he armed them, and by their afliftance gained poffefflion 

of 
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of all his effeé&ts. His brothers in law, thus defeated in 
their ufurpation, adopted the moft atrocious expedient 
to compleat his ruin. For this purpofe, they reprefented 
him at the court of Vienna as a rebel and difturber of 
the public peace; in confequence of which falfe infor- 
mation the Emprefs Queen iffued a decree in Chancery 
againft the Count, who was, by that means, not only de- 
prived of his property, but compelled to withdraw, with 
the utmoft expedition, into Poland. It was in vain that 
he tranfmitted many memorials from Poland, tending to 
juftify his conduct; as his enemies fupprefled them, and 
continued firm in the ufurpation of his property. | 
This difgrace, added to the efforts of a difpofition natu- 
rally active, made him determine to travel; fo that after 
eftablifhing his eftate in Lithuania in proper hands, he re- 
paired to Dantzick, with the intention of applying him- 
felf to navigation, and made feveral voyages to Hamburgh, 
and from thence to Amfterdam and to Plymouth. He 
was on the point of making a voyage to the Eaft Indies 
in the year 1767, when he received feveral letters from 
the Magnates and Senators of Poland, which engaged him 
to return thither, in order to join in the confederation 
then forming. The perfonal regard he entertained for 
many of the nobility of that kingdom, added to the 
juftice of their caufe, and the confideration of his own 
peculiar interefts, induced him to comply with the earneft 
folicitations of his friends. He accordingly arrived at 
Warfaw in the month of July, where he entered into an 
obligation upon oath with the chiefs of the confederacy, 
to the following effed :— 
B 2 1. That 
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1. That he acknowledged the confederation as the. 
only lewful tribunal of the republic, and that he would 
pay obedience only to the orders iffued from its council. 

2. That he would not acknowledge the King until 
the confederation fhould have declared him lawfully 
aera | 

That he would join the confederation, on the firft 
wate, where they fhould determine to affemble, to op- 
ofe the Ruflians by force of arms; and that he would 
not forfake the colours of the ennkedebation fo long as 
the Ruffians fhould remain in Poland. 

4. That he would faithfully obey all the widen of the 
council or generality of the confederation. 

In the month of December he left Warfaw, with tas 
defign of endeavouring to make his rights known at the 
court of Vienna, but being at length deprived of every 
hope of juftice, he was obliged to return into Poland. 
Being thus unjuftly deprived of a confiderable fortune in 
Hungary, without the {malleft expetation of recovering 
it, he determined to quit for ever, the dominions of the 
famille of Auftria. During his paflage through the county 
of Zips, he was attacked by a violent fever, which obliged 
him to interrupt his journey. On this occafion he re- 
ceived repeated marks of friendfhip and regard in the 
houfe of Mr. Henfky, a gentleman of diftin&tion, and be- 
came enamoured of one of his three daughters, with 
whom he foon after had the pleafure to be united by 
marriage. 

In this ftate he found himfelf in the poffeflion of hap- 
pinefs and tranquillity ; but it was not his fate to con- 
tinue tong i in poffeffion of repofe. The confederate ftates 
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of Poland, a party of whom had declared themfelves at 
Cracow, taking notice that the Count de Benyowfky was 
one of the firft who had figned their union at Warfaw, 
wrote to him to join them. ‘Their prefling folicitations 
would have been ineffe@ual, if he had not been aéted on 
by a ftronger tie. His oath compelled him togo. He 
therefore departed without informing his fpoufe, and re- 
paired to Cracow, where he arrived on the very day the 
Count Panin made the affault. He was received with 
open arms by the Marfhal Czarnezky, and was immedi- 
ately appointed Colonel-General, Commander of Cavalry, 
and Quarter-Mafter General. | 

On the 6th of July (1768) he was detached to Novi- 
targ, to conduct a Polifh regiment to Cracow, a commif- 
fion which he performed with honor, by bringing the 
whole regiment, compofed of fix hundred men, through 
the camp of the enemy before the town. 

The Marfhal was fo well fatisfied with the conduét of the 
Count, that he prevailed on the council of the generality 
to appoint him Mufter-Mafter General, a place for which 
he had a competitor in the Prince Martin dé Lubomier- 
fky, who, upon his arrival at Cracow with two thoufand 
regular troops, was declared a member of the generality 
of the confederation, and Infpector-General of Cavalry. 

Before the arrival of this Prince, the Count de Beny- 
owfky had propofed to the Marfhal an expedition to feize 
the fortrefs of Landfcron with the Polifh regiment in the 
fervice of the Crown, which was quartered 3 in that pro- 
vince. The Prince de Lubomierfky, on hearing of this 
propofal, thought the enterprize eafy, and undertook it 
himfelf. Without acquainting the Count, he therefore 

yave 
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gave orders to his cavalry to proceed, and it was not till 
after his departure that the Marfhal Czarnefky informed 
him of this attempt. The Count de Benyowfky did not 
hefitate to affure the Marfhal that the Prince would be 
defeated by the Ruffians before he had proceeded half the 
way, and that there was no other remedy than to fend 
the reft of the cavalry, without delay, to charge the 
Ruffians at the inftant of their attack on the Prince. 
Unfortunately, the Marfhal was long in deciding; fo 
that it was not till the fecond day atter the departure of 
the Prince that the Count de Benyowfky received orders 
to march, with fourteen hundred cavalry, to fupport him. 
In confequence of this delay the Count, notwithftanding 
his utmoft diligence, did not arrive at Kremenka till 
fix hours after the defeat of the Prince. However, he 
had the good fortune to find the Ruffians on the fpot, not 
expecting any attack. Upon the information he had re- 
ceived from his {pies of their pofition and their negli- 
gence, he attacked and defeated them, and retook two 
hundred men, who had been made prifoners, of the party 
of the Prince Lubomierfky. 

After this manceuvre he himfelf formed the proje&t of 
carrying the attempt upon Land{cron into execution. On 
his march towards that fortrefs he was fo fortunate as to 
mect with feveral bodies of the Prince de Lubomierfky’s 
troops, which reinforced his own. At length he arrived 
before the fortrefs, where he fummoned the troops of 
the'crown to furrender themfelves prifoners, and to put 
him in poffeflion of the place ; which he had the fatif~ 
faction of fecing performed in the fpace of an hour’s 
time. His firft proceeding was to engage the new troops 

under 
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-under their oath of fidelity, in the fervice of the con- 
-federation ; after which he difpatched a courier to the 
Prince Lubomierfky, (who, fince his defeat, had taken 
refuge in. Hungary, without troops or friends,) to acquaint 
him with his fuccefs, and invite him to refume his com- 
‘mand. But two days afterwards, having received un- 
doubted information that the Ruffian General, Count 
Apraxin, was on his march to inveft Cracow, he judged 
it indifpenfably necefflary to haften to the defence of that 
place ; and as he forefaw that a town of that magnitude 
could not be defended unlefs it were well fupplied with 
provifions, he laid the diftriéts of Bielcz, Land{fcron, and 
Novitarg, under contribution, and obtained eighty car- 
riages of grain, with fix hundred oxen. 

With this convoy he quitted Landfcron, and marched 
towards Cracow. On his arrival at Vielicka, a town 
famous for its falt-works, he met a party of Ruflians, 
which he attacked and defeated, taking thirty prifoners, 
and the fum of nine hundred and eighty thoufand Polifh 
florins, being the King’s revenue from the {falt-works.. 
In the night of the 29th of July he came to the paflage. 
of the Viftula, from whence he difpatched an officer to 
inform the Marfhal Czarnezky of his return, requeft- 
ing that the gates might be opened, to admit his party 
into the town without being difcovered by the Ruf- 
fians. The Marfhal, who was not acquainted with the 
particulars of the enterprize of the Count, but had 
heard by report that he was defeated and flain, was. 
overjoyed at his return, and he entered the city with 
four thoufand cavalry, a large fum of money, and a fup- 
ply of provifions. 

Immediately 
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Immediately after the arrival of the Count, he pro- 
pofed to the Marfhal to eftablifh a camp without the 
town; reprefenting to him, that their numerous cavalry 
would exhauft their magazines without being of any 
utility. In fupport of this propofal he obferved, that 
the greateft advantages would be derived from an en- 
trenched camp, as it would facilitate the junétion of 
feveral parties of the nobility, who durft not declare 
themfelves in favor of the confederation, becaufe they 
{aw no force to fupport them againft the Ruffians. The 
reprefentations of the Count did not, however, prevail 
with the council of the confederation. Orders were 
given to fhut and barricade the gates of the town, in- 
cluding all the troops, whofe number amounted to thir- 
teen thoufand men. General Apraxin approached every 
day nearer the town, and laid the furrounding country 
defolate, fo that it could no longer.afford any fubfiftance 
to the befieged. Provifions, by this means, becoming 
very fcarce and dear, the Count again propofed to the 
Marfhal to permit him to fally out with a party of two 
thoufand cavalry, in hopes that with this troop he might 
throw fome provifions into the town, and perhaps caufe 
the Ruffian General to raife the fiege. The council of the 
generality accepted this propofal, and permitted him to 
leave the city on the 23d of July, when he pafied out at 
the gate of the Viftula, and fwam his troops acrofs the 
river, every other pafiage being fhut up. 

As foon as he had gained the open country he dif- 
patched feveral officers to engage the nobility to join him, 
and furnifh fubiiftance for the befieged town. As early 
as the 8th of Auguft he found himfelf at the head of 

near 
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near five thoufand horfe and a good number of carriages, 
loaded with provifions, drawn by oxen, which were like- 
wife intended to make part of the fubfiftance. On the 
7th of Auguft he repaired to the paflage of the Viftula ; 
but finding it occupied by the Ruffians, he retreated to- 
wards Vielicka, for the greater certainty of introducing. 
the fupplies into the town; and, as he concluded that 
the beft method of infuring fuccefs would be to attack 
the Ruffians on one fide, in order to facilitate the paf- 
fage on the other, he accordingly marched on the icth 
of the fame month, with three thoufand horfe, dire@ly 
to the enemy’s camp, leaving the convoy of provifions 
under the command of the Baron de Klufewfky, Colonel 
of Infantry, with orders to take advantage of the moment 
of the attack to enter the town. At three o’clock in the 
morning the Count, in perfon, attacked the Ruffian 
camp, and compelled General Apraxin to colleé& all his 
troops to oppofe him, by which means a paflage was left 
for the Baron de Klufewfky. At eight o’clock the 
Count, being convinced that his fupplies had entered 
Cracow, made a preceipitate retreat, after having loft 
above fixteen hundred men. The Ruffian cavalry, com- 
pofed of Coffacks and Huflars, purfued the Count, who, 
in his retreat, had the misfortune to have his horfe killed 
under him, and, after receiving two wounds, he himfelf 
fell at laft into the hands of the enemy. 

The Ruffian General, being informed of the fuccefeful 
manceuvre of the Count, was impreffed with a very high 
opinion of him, and propofed to the Count to enter into 
the fervice of his fovereign ; an offer which was rejected 
with difdain. He was, therefore, on the point of being 

Vou. I. | C fent 
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fent with the other prifoners to Kiovia, where his friends 
ranfomed him for two thoufand ducats, which is equi- 
valent to twenty-two thoufand French livres.* Being 
thus fet at liberty, he confidered himfelf as difpenfed 
from his parole which he had given to the Ruffians ; it 
being an inconteftable truth, that a man who purchafes 
the ufe of his faculties has a right to apply them to any 
ufe he may find neceffary for his welfare. By virtue of 
this indubitable right, the Count again entered Cracow, 
and was received with the moft perfeé fatisfaGion by the 
whole confederacy. 

At the firft council of war which was held, he repre- 
fented to the generality, that the town being no longer 
able to hold out, it became an obje& of the utmoft con- 
fequence to fecure another place of retreat. He there- 
fore propofed to the council to appoint him to feize the 
caftle of Lublau, fituated on the frontier of Hungary. 
This proje&t was approved of by the council, and the 
execution was committed to the charge of the Count, 
who on the 22d quitted the town of Cracow, a body of 
fix hundred horfe being appointed to follow him. On 
his arrival on the frontier he ufed every exertion to obtain 
the intelligence neceflary to infure fuccefs to his enter- 
prize. He even ventured to vifit the commanding officer 
of the caftle, who was not apprehenfive of the leaft 
danger. After a few vifits he had the addrefs to engage 
more than half the garrifon, by oath, in the intereft of 
the confederation, and he only waited for the appearance 
of .the detachment from Cracow.. But it unfortunately 
happened that the commander of that body was foindifcreet 
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as to divulge the purpofe to whrich it was deftined; fo 
that thé news arrived at the caftle of Lublau before the 
troops, and the Count de Benyowfky; who waited in 
readinefs in the town of Georgenburg, near the caftle, 
was feized, and carried into that fortrefs. The precau- 
tion he had taken of remaining in Hungary did not fave 
him fromm the danger, becaufe the commandant of 
Leutfch, an Imperial town, had permitted the foreign 
troops to pafs into Hunyary, contrary to the rights of 
his fovereign. The commanding officer of the caftle 
treated the Count with the greateft indignity. and, pur- 
fuant to his order, fent him to General Apraxin at Cracow, | 
who had taken poffeffion of that town during the abfence 
of the Count. It fortunately happened, however, that, 
in the paflage from Novitarg, a troop of two hundred 
confederates, whofe commanding officer knew the uniform 
of the troops who were conducting the Count, met them 
and refcued him out of their hands. As foon as the 
ofhicer recognized the Count de Benyowfky, he furrendered 
his command to him. With this fmall force he marched 
towards Lublin, a town where the reft of the confede- 
ration of Cracow had appointed to meet, in order to join 
thofe of Bar. On his arrival near Lublin he fent an 
intelligent officer to enquire whether the Ruflians were 
{till at a diftance, and whether any part of the confede- 
ration had already repaired to Lublin. The officer, on 
his return, acquainted him, that he had found a party 
of the confederates in Lublin, commanded by M. Der- 
zanow{ky, who was then bufied in engaging the nobility 
-of that palatinate to declare themfelves in favor of the 
confederation; but that he had likewife been informed 
C 2 that 
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that the Ruflians were advancing, by forced marches, to 
diflodge the confederates from that town. This news 
caufed the Count de Benyowfky to abandon his defign of 
entering Lublin, inftead of which he proceeded to Spicza, 
where he met a body of the confederates, who joined his 
party. From Spicza he publifhed feveral manifeftos, in 
which he exhorted the nobility to join him, fixing the 
rendezvous at Zamofc, to which place he diredted his 
march. 

On his arrival at Krafnoflaw he learned, that a party 
of the confederates, who had retired to Chelm, was in 
danger of being attacked by a body of Ruffians, compofed 
of one battalion of infantry, eight hundred Coflacks, 
and four hundred Huffars. He inftantly determined to 
haften to their afliftance, and marched the whole night 
between the 17th and 18th of O@tober, 1768. His arrival 
was almoft immediately after that of the Ruffians, whofe 
cavalry had began to fpread over the fuburbs. He 
attacked and-diflodged them, and upon entering the town 
he propofed to Colonel Suhalfky, whom he found with 
four hundred horfe in the great fquare, to leave the 
town and attack the Rufhians. This being refolved on, 
the Count marched out with his whole troop, pretending 
to fly, in order to detach the enemy’s cavalry from 
their infantry. He had the good fortune by this means 
to draw them two leagues from Chelm, when perceiving 
them at a confiderable diftance from their infantry, he 
faced about and brifkly attacked them. The Coffacks 
were thrown into confufion at the firft charge, and 
the Huffars, after fuftaining the fhock, endeavoured to 
rctreat towards their infantry ; on the arrival of which the 
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Count, whofe force confifted entirely of cavalry, retired 
with the lofs of one hundred and fix men, the enemy not 
daring to purfue him. The affair being thus terminated, 
the Count returned to Krafnoflaw, where he had the 
fatisfattion to meet a party of three hundred infantry, 
fent by the nobility of the palatinate of Sandomir, to the 
affiftance of Bar, the city from whence the general con- 
federation took itsname. After the addition of this troop 
he found himfelf at the head of two thoufand men, in 
want only of field pieces and ammunition. 

Before he quitted Krafnoflaw he affembled a council, 
in which it was determined to repair to Zamofe, and take 
poffeffion of the town, in order to procure the neceflary 
{upplies of arms, money, and ammunition. On the 28th 
of Odober the Count encamped in the fuburbs of the 
town, and fummoned the commandant of the town to pay 
the contribution of three thoufand ducats, arms for two 
thoufand infantry, four field pieces, four thoufand pounds 
of gunpowder, and fix thoufand pounds of lead. On the 
27th, having received nearly the whole of his demand, 
he quitted Zamofc, with the intention of repairing to 
Belcz, in order to encourage the nobility of that palatinate 
to declare in favor of the confederation. 

Upon his arrival at Grodeck he judged it proper to re- 
main fome time, in expectation of the parties which the 
nobility of the palatinate of Lublin might fend to him,. 
Between the 6th and roth of November he was joined by 
feven hundred and. forty-three horfemen and one hundred 
and forty fantaflins, whereupon, judging himfelf fufftciently 
{trong to appear before Belcz, he quitted Grodeck on the 
12th, on his march towards that place. As he was paffing 
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patches from General Vitt, commander at Kamieniecz, to 
the King. This officer, who was compelled to deliver 
his packet, informed them, that a Ruffian party was 
then in the field, for the exprefs purpofe of purfuing and 
deftroying the confederated forces under his command, 
and that the Ruffian General had fet a price upon his head. 
After this information, and from the particulars con- 
tained in the difpatches, he changed his defign, and inftead 
of repairing to Belcz himfelf, he fent no more than a de- 
tachment of fix hundred horfe to that place, commanded 
by Colonel Suhalfky, to lay the town under contribution. 
‘Lhe Count paffed, with the greateft part of his force, to 
Sokal, a town not far from Belez, where he waited the 
return of his fpies. One of them arrived in the night of 
the 2cth, from whom he received information, that a 
corps of Rufflians, joined by a regiment of Polanders in 
the fervice of the King, were marching haftily to fur- 
prize the Count, who they fuppofed to be in Belcz with 
his whole force. At day-break he difpatched an order 
to his officer in command at Belcz to march out of 
the town in the night of the arft, and proceed towards 
the village of Lelki to meet the Ruffians, and engage them 
to purfue him. He exprefsly ordered him to retreat to- 
wards Sokal, and not to face about till he arrived on the 
banks of the river in the way to Sokal. After forward- 
ing thefe orders the Count quitted Sokal the 21ft of 
December, and placed his infantry, with four pieces of 
cannon, in ambufcade in a wood by the fide of the road, 
while he himfelf, with his cavalry, remained concealed 
behind an eminence nearer to Lelki, In this difpofition he 
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of the event, frequently fending detachments towards 
Lelki to obferve the enemy. His officers returned every 
hour with information, and at length the long expected 
hour arrived in which he received notice that the detach- 
ment from Belcz had met the corps of Ruffians, was im- 
mediately attacked by them, and that the confederate 
party would very foon pafs by his poft. In fad, the 
Count heard feveral difcharges of fire-arms, and quickly 
after he faw Colonel Suhalfky retire towards Sokal, pur- 
fued by the Ruffians. He fuffered both to pafs until 
Suhalfky had proceeded beyond the wood where the con- 
federate infantry was in ambufh. Thefe began a :mart 
fire on the Ruffians, who inftantly halted, and afterwards 
retreated towards the mountain, behind which the Count 
lay concealed, out of the reach of cannon fhot. The 
Ruffians drew up in order of battle-to receive the fhock 
of Colonel Suhalfky’s party, who came upon them, fup- 
ported by the infantry, out of the ambufcade. As foon 
as the firft fire had began, the Count rufhed upon the 
enemy’s right flank, which being forced to give way, fell 
upon the centre in the greateft diforder. The Ruffians, 
neverthelefs, fought. with defperate valour as long as 
their ammunition lafted; but at length being compelled to 
yield to force, they furrendered themfelves prifoners, to 
the number of four hundred men, being the remainder 
of a party of three thoufand. 

After this happy termination, the Count, furprized to 
find no cannon with the enemy’s infantry, was informed 
that the Ruflian commander, General Ifmailow, having 
perceived that the corps of Colonel Suhalfky was only a 
| detachment, 
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detachment, had concluded that the Count himfelf re- 
mained at Belez; for which reafon he fent only the 
cavalry, with fix companies of chafleurs, on the pur- 
fuit, and had himfelf, with four battalions, fix pieces of 
cannon, ten fquadrons of Hufflars, and a Polifh regiment 
of cavalry, proceeded to Belcz, with the intention of de- 
{troying the Count’s party. In order therefore to obtain 
the beft information of the defigns of this General, the 
Count de Benyowtky difpatched a Polifh Captain, M. Rib- 
niczki, to make the neceffary enquiries, and, if poflible, 
to bring the Polifh regiment over to the fide of the con- 
fcderation. | | 
After the departure of this emiffary the Count retired 
with his troops towards Mofty, a town fituate among the 
mountains of black Ruffia, about fixteen leagues from the 
field of battle, where he remained till the 27th of the month. 
On the 28th about noon he was informed that a body of 
troops were feen on the heights, marching with their 
colours flying. -He immediately ordered his forces to 
move, and marched towards them, with a determination 
to give them a warm reception ; but he was foon agree- 
ably undeceived by the arrival of a Polifh officer, whom 
he perceived to be his emiffary, and who informed him 
that the troops then on their march towards him confifted 
of four fquadrons of Polifh cavalry, who having quitted 
the Ruffian fervice, were defirous of joining the con- 
fedcration. The ufual oath was therefore adminiftered 
to them, after which the Count refolved to proceed to 
Bar, in order to give an account of his proceedings to the 
generality of the confederation, and to difpofe of his 
prifoners, But the following day, having reccived infor- 
mation 
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mation of the taking of Bar, and the retreat of the 
Count de Potoczky towards the frontier of Turky, he 
was defirous of joining him, and would have carried. 
his purpofe into effect, if he had not been folicited by the 
nobility of the palatinate of Lemberg, who fent feveral 
deputies to requeft him to approach their town, and 
fupport them in declaring for the confederation. He 
therefore marched towards Lemberg on the 4th of De- 
cember, and levied a contribution in that city, but was 
joined by no more than fifty horfemen. From Lemberg 
he fent a party to Brody, to raife fome money, and him- 
felf marched towards the Dneifter. On the 14th he met 
‘at Zavalow a party of the confederates of the corps under 
the Count de Pulauzky, from whom he learned the 
whole of the misfortunes the confederation had fuffered, 
the taking of Bar, the defeat of Count Potoczky at 
Podhayze, and the imprifonment of the old Marfhal Pu- 
lauzky: but the event which moft fenfibly affected him 
was the defign of the two fons of the Marfhal Pulauzky, 
who, feeing their father imprifoned, were defirous of quit- 
ting the army of the confederation. 

All thefe circumftances determined the Count to repair 
to Zuaniecz on the 21ft. The young Counts Pulauzky, 
his old friends, received him with the greateft joy, asa 
friend capable of afiifting in their enterprizes, and on the 
following day he was proclaimed Commandant-General of 
Cavalry, and inftalled in quality of Commander in Chief at 
Zuaniecz, a place which the elder fon of the Count Pu- 
Jauzky ceded to him on account of the confidence he 
repofed in his experience. Immediately after the arrival 
of the Count a change was made in the difcipline of the 
troops of the confederates. They were better provided, 
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and fubordination more ftri@tly attended to. And as the 
rigour of the feafon feemed to forbid the approach of the 
Ruffians, the Count availed himfelf of the time to ftock 
the two fortreffes of Zuaniccz and Okopp with provifion, 
in the latter of which the younger Count Pulauzky com- 
manded in perfon. He likewife ufed every exertion to 
reconcile the Count Potoczky and Krafinzky with the 
Marfhal Pulauzky. But this interpofition had nearly 
proved unfortunate to the Count Benyowfky himfelf ; 
tor the Count Potoefky, fufpecting him of an intention 
of releafing the Marfhal Pulauzky by open force, had 
proceeded fo far even as to iffue orders to arreft the 
Count de Benyowfky. The latter, however, having 
received information of the proceeding, quitted the cam 
and retired to Zuaniecz, where he connected himfelf {till 
more intimately than before with the two fons of the 
Marfhal de Pulauzky. 

On the 29th of December the Count received advice 
of the departure of. the Count Potoczky, with his troops, 
for Bender. He faw clearly that this difunion between 
the two confederate parties would deftroy their force ; 
and for that reafon he advifed the Count de Pulauzky 
to write to the Counts Potoczky and Krafinzky, to repre- 
{ent to them the numerous dangers to which they would 
expofe many parts of the confederation, by feparating 
from them; that, on the contrary, it was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to re-enter Poland with a confiderable body of 
Turks to encourage and fupport the nobility in taking up 
arms in favor of the confederation, which they might 
eafily do by facrificing their private interefts to the general 
good of the republic. But the Count Potoczky, 
liftening only to the fuggeftions of his ambition, and flat- 
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tered by the diftin@ion he met with among the Turks, 
perfifted in the defign of not quitting the Turkifh army, 
in which he likewife prevailed on the Count de Krafinzky 
to concur. 

This precipitate departure of the Counts Potoczky 
and Krafinzky, and the diftance of the Turkifh army near 
Bender, entirely difconcerted the two confederate parties, 
compofed of feven thoufand eight hundred men, one half 
of whom were commanded by Count Cafimir Pulauzky 
at Okopp, and the other by the Count de Benyowfky at 
Zuaniecz. Thefe two chiefs, in order to keep their troops 
in fpirits, and likewife to anfwer the effential purpofes of 
the confederation, took into their pay three thoufand 
Lipky, a kind of light Turkifh cavalry, and after having 
put the fortreffes into a ftate of defence, they eftablifhed 
two camps between Zuaniecz and Okopp. 

Such was their pofition on the 22d of January, 1769. 
On the 24th they received advice that a Rufhan corps, 
commanded by General Ifmailow, was eftablithed at 
Conftantinow, in Wolnia, and that another corps, under 
the command of General Kretfetnikow, had fixed their 
quarters at Lemberg. Hence they concluded that the Ruf- 
fians defigned to moleft them by their light troops till the 
expected arrival of General Galitzin with his army. To 
prevent this, their firft care was directed to the preferva- 
tion of the fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp, after which 
they raifed their camp to march towards the enemy. The 
Count Pulauzky undertook to act again{ft General Kret- 
fetnikow, and the Count Benyowfky againft General 
I{mailow. The latter directed his march towards Skalat, 
a caftle and town belonging to the Count Scipion, one of 
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his beft friends, a circumftance which, however, did not 
prevent him from feizing the artillery and furniture. 
From Skalat he marched to Viogrodeck, Lampol, and 
Zaczflaw, at which laft place he received a reinforcement 
of one hundred and fixty-nine horfemen and cighty-two 
foot foldiers. From Zaczflaw he retired into the foreft of 
Lackow, whence he difpatched two of his officers to 
reconnoitre the enemy’s poft at Conftantinow. On their 
return he learned that General Hmailow was not yet ar- 
rived, but that he was continually expected, and that 
there was at Conftantinow only a Major, commander of 
fix companies of infantry, having with him two field 
pieces, four hundred Huflars, and three or four hundred 
Coffacks ; and that the enemy was ignorant of the pofi- 
tion of the confederates, whom they fuppofed ftill to 
remain in their fortreffes. On this information the Count 
de Benyowfky marched his troops the whole night between 
the 7th and 8th of February, and arrived before Con- 
ftantenow at four in the morning. He immediately dif- 
pofed his troops in order, and at five o’clock attacked 
them in three different places. The Ruffians made very 
little refiftance, fo that great numbers of them were flain, 
becaufe the Turks gave no quarter, a circumftance which 
obliged the Count to threaten the Aga who commanded 
them, that if he did not put a ftop to the carnage made 
by his troop, he would punifh their cruelty on the fpot. 
This firmnefs of the Count preferved the lives of many of 
thefe unfortunate men. 

After having thus defeated the Ruffians he took pof- 
feflion of Conftantinow, which he laid under contribu- 
tion, and then proceeded to Medzibors. On the rsth 
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of fixty-eight grenadiers, with eight pieces of cannon, 
and a quantity of ammunition and provifions. From 
Medzibors he paffed the river Bogh, and marched towards 
Grodek ; during which he was informed that the Ruflians, 
in conjunction with General Branicky, in the King’s fervice, 
having been made acquainted with the operations and the 
march of the Count, had fent four thoufand men, in- 
fantry and cavalry, from Bar, to purfue him. This intel- 
ligence cauied him to haften his march, and to pafs the 
river Smotrick to the north of the caftle of Felftin. On 
the 27th, being arrived at Satanow, he was informed 
that the Count Pulauzky, not having fucceeded againft 
Lemberg, had attempted to diflodge feveral partics of Ruf- 
fians in the vicinity of that place, three of which he had 
defeated ; but that having received advices of the greateft 
confequence, he had retreated towards Zuaniecz, in hopes 
of joining the Count. On the 27th the Count Beny- 
ow{ky quitted Satanow, and marched towards Grodek, 
and as he was pafling through the village of Oftokopia 
he met feveral carriages filled with wounded men, from 
whom he learnt that the Count Pulauzky had maintained 
a very fharp action with the Ruflians near the river Sre- 
bovicza, and had retired towards Grodek, the Ruflians 
not thinking proper to purfue him. 

In confequence of this information the Count halted 
to refrefh his troops, and after marching all night he ar- 
rived about day-break before Grodek, where the Count 
Pulauzky, hearing of his arrival, met him, and con- 
ducted him into the town. The junction of thefe troops 
was one of thofe happy turns of fortune which alone can 
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change the iffue of a well-conduéted enterprize, fuch as 
was that of General Hmailow, who, fiance the affair at 
Conftantinow, had fought the Count Benyowfky with- 
out being able to join him. The Ruflian commander, 
upon the information that the Count Pulauzky was at 
Grodek with three thoufand men, determined to 
furround him, and would certainly have done it, if 
the arrival of the Count, with his corps of four thou- 
fand three hundred men, had not intervened and pre- 
vented it. 

On the 28th in the evening the confederate detach- 
ment announced the approach of the Ruffians, who were 
on their march, to the number of ten thoufand, in two 
columns. . 

On the 1ft of March, at feven in the morning, they 
were at no greater diftance from the city than one league, 
when the Count de Pulauzky prefented himfelf in oppo- 
fition to them in the order of battle, with twenty-eight 
companies of infantry, fupported by fix.pieces of cannon, 
with the Turkifh and Polifh cavalry on each wing. At 
nine o'clock the action began, by an attack made by the 
Ruffian cavalry upon the left wing of the confederates, 
which was compelled to give way. The center was at 
the fame time charged by the enemy’s infantry along its 
whole front, which likewife engaged their left: at this 
moment the Count de Benyowfky marched his whole in- 
fantry to fupport the left wing of the Count de Pulauzky, 
and himfelf, at the head of his cavalry, rufhed on the 
enemy's right flank, who were not in the leaft expeéta- 
tion of this manceuvre. The Ruffian General then di- 
vided his center to fupport his wings, but the enemy’s 
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Coffacks, who wete overthrown, prevented the infantry 
from obeying their orders. The confequence was, that 
the latter were thrown into the utmoft confufion, and 
compelled to make a rons retreat, with the lofs of 
their carriages and artillery. This affair coft the Ruffians 
near twelve hundred men flain, and as many taken pri- 
foners; but the killed and wounded of the confederates 
did not exceed nine hundred. 

On the 2d of March the two Counts quitted the town 
of Grodek, and marched towards Zuaniecz with the 
intention of calling a council of war to decide ultimatcly 
on the meafures to be purfued. On the 7th, ona {pot 
between Zuaniecz and Okopp, they divided their troops 
in order to lead them into thofe fortrefles, to repofe 
themfelves, after the fatigues they had undergone. 

A council of war was held on the 8th, at which the 
Generals Laurent, Potoczky, Grocholzky, Radziminfky, 
Slabuferfky, Noviczy, and other commanders of the troops 
of the republic attached to the confederation were prefent. 
The two Counts, perfuaded that the Ruffian army waited 
only the return of {pring to make their approach to the 
Turkith frontier, reprefented to the council, that it would 
be prudent to determine to quit the two pofts of Zuaniecz 
and Okopp, and return into Poland. The reafons they 
offered were, 1. That while they remained on the frontier 
of Turky, the Ruffians would keep them feparated fronr 
Poland, and confequently that the palatinates would never 
dare to declare for the confederation, becaufe unfupported 
by any military force. 2. That they themfelves would 
likewife continue unable to draw any fupply either of 
fubfiftence or recruits from Poland, to reinftate their daily 
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of the fortreffes Zuaniecz and Okopp. ‘They alfo 1n- 
formed the Count that General I{mailow intended in a 
fhort time to attack thofe fortrefles with twelve thoufand 
men appointed for the enterprize. 

On the 18th, upon his return to Zuaniecz, the Count 
communicated this news to the council, which was alfo 
confirmed by a Polifh officer who deferted from Kami- 
eniecz to join the confederation. On the 21ft the Count 
de Benyowfky having received frefh advices of the ap- 
proach of the enemy, engaged the Count Pulauzky to 
guit the fortrefs of Okopp, as being incapable of main- 
taining a fiege; but the council refufed to confent to the 
evacuation of that place; and at laft, on the 22d and 
23d, being affured that General I{mailow was at no 
greater diftance than three leagues from Zuaniecz, they 
gave up all their hopes. The members of the council 
then deliberated only on the beft means of fecuring them- 
felves individually, and one after another they quitted 
the fortrefs to retire into Turky, taking with them all 
the Ruffian prifoners. ‘This proceeding confequently left 
the whole difpofition of affairs in the hands of the Count 
de Benyowfky. 

On the 24th in the morning the Count beheld from 
the fortrefs the enemy’s columns following each other, 
and feparating at the village of Havrilouka; whence 
he conjectured that they intended to attack the two 
fortreffes of Zuaniecz and Okopp at the fame time, a cir- 
cumftance in which he was not deceived. On the fame 
day about noon the Count fired feveral eight pounders 
at the enemy, loaded with only one third of their ufual 
charge. The balls of courfe not reaching the enemy, 
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they concluded that they might, with impunity, approach 
ftill nearer the fortrefs, which they did the fame day, 
and began to work on the erection of batteries. On the 
25th the Ruffians began to fire on the caftle, and con- 
tinued their cannonade till the clofe of the day, without 
receiving any effectual return ; but in the night between 
the 25th and 26th the Count, after having given orders 
to the commanding “officer under him to fire on the 
enemy at day-break with his heavieft artillery, fallied 
out of the caftle by the gate of Ottaky, which leads to- 
wards the Dneifter, with two thoufand horfe, and paffing 
through Brahy, he made the entire circuit of the Ruffian 
camp, fo that he found himfelf by day-break at their 
backs. At this inftant the artillery from the caftle began 
avery heavy and deftructive fire on the enemy’s camp, 
which was within half cannon fhot of the place. Their 
troops, who could not rally without being expofed to the 
fire which fwept their ranks, were quickly thrown into 
the utmoft confufion, which was greatly increafed by 
the fudden violence of the cavalry of the Count, who 
rufhed upon them, and forced them, at laft, to quit the 
camp and baggage, and fly with precipitation towards 
Grodek. Their terror was fuch, that they did not 
ftop till at the diftance of fix leagues from Zuaniecz, 
and on this occafion they loft eleven hundred flain, and 
three hundred and twenty-eight prifoners, with two pair 
of colours, three ftandards, and eighteen pieces of 
cannon. 

After the deliverance of Zuaniecz, the Count, defirous 
of affifting his companion, the Count de Pulauzky, at 
Okopp, marched immediately towards that fortrefs ; but 
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on his arrival he found it in afhes, and entirely aban- 
doned, except by the dying and the dead. ‘Some of the 
Festive acquainted the Count, that the Count de Pu- 
Jauzky, feeing the impoflibility of maintaining the place, 
had himfelf, after repelling three affaults, {et fire to the 
town and caftle, and immediately afterwards fallied out, 
with the intention of forcing a paflage through the enemy’s 
camp to join the Count de Benyowfky ; but that their 
knowledge of the fubfequent adventures of their — 
chief extended no farther. 

The Count, after having feen the iaiaiel placed 4 4m 
proper carriages, returned to Zuaniecz. On the 2gth he 
received a letter from the Count de Pulusthy, who in- 
formed him, that not having been able.to form a paflage 
towards Zuaniecz, in his fally out of Okopp, ‘he had 
paffed the Dneifter, and direéing: his march through 
Moldavia, he had happily arrived -at. Zombor, whence he 
propofed to join the party of confederates at-Sandomir in 
expectation of the arrival of the Count, whom he advifed to 
quit Zuaniecz and immediately retire into Turkey, in order 
to march freely through Moldavia on the frentiers of Hun- 
gary, where he would himfelf wait for him in the neigh- 
bourhood of Zombor.’. The.Count communicated this 
letter to all the heatiabaiel ‘under him, and determined 
with them ‘to adopt. the meafures propofed by the Count 
Pulauzky.:., In comequehce of this decifion he fent twa 
of his officers to the Bacha of Chotym, to inform him of 
his intention, and to requeft the necefflary afliftance ta 
facilrtate his paflage.. The~Bacha acquiefced'in all his 
demands,. and promifed the indifpenfable affiltance required. 
od the Count. | Orders were’ therefore immediately given 

to 
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to forward the: ‘equipages to Otaky, a village fituated 
near Chotym;.and ‘on the 3oth he evacuated Zuaniecz 
and marched toy Braha,:ia!Polifh village on the bank of 
the Dniefter,: oppofiteGhotym, .and under the cannon 
of that ifortrefs; ..Nothing’ naw. remained but to pafs 
the river ;--but juftras' the Count Was about to form 
a bridge, the'Bacha fent'him word that he durft by 
no means permit the eftablifhment of a bridge acrofs the 
river without exprefs. orders of the Grand Seignor ; ; and 
moreover, that, upon. reflection, he did not think. proper 
to venture ta receive the Count.and his troops till inftruc- 
tions fhould brrive from Stamboul:*. — . : 
+“Dhis meflage’ thrbw the Count tate ee embar- 
raflment. For.ias’ he had evactiated Zuaniecz, he found 
himfelf expofed-‘to:the-danger ‘of being firrounded on 
the farft occafion by the Ruflians, who, having the Bacha 
of:: Chotym : in: their -interefts, night eafily, and without 
danger, attack: the ‘Count whenever they pleafed. On 
the 6th of April the Ruflians.took poffedlion of Zuaniecz, 
and detached a party. for the purpofe of entirely deftroying 
the Count: and his troops. In the night between the 7th 
and: 8th -he was attacked at Braha, by four thoufand 
men, but the: ‘precipitation of the Ruffian General faved 
the Count.:; The enemy’s cavalry preceded their infantry, 
and firft entered the village, where they were very ill 
treated : by two: batteries the Count had conftructed upon 
a {mall emirence. Being thus.forced to give way, they 
ftopped the paflage of their infantry, which defcended 
the mountain of Braha;. and as every fhot of the batteries 
taak effect, the Count had the good fortune to repel them. 
Neverthelefs, 
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Neverthcelefs, as he was by no means defirous of ‘a. fecond 
vifit, he quitted. Braha on the 8th, and. marched: to: 
Kitaygrod, where he laid a: bridge acrofs the Dniefter, 
and entered Turky in fpite of the prohibition and menacesof 
the Bacha. He then paffed through Mefava, and repaired 
to Stadienieza near Chotym, where he pitched His tents near 
the camp of the Bacha ‘of Natolia, mtending to reft his. 
troops for a fhort fpace, andi to fettle upon the meafures 
neceflary to be adopted in facilitating his march through 
Moldavia. ... i. oF Ree : _ 3 _ 

On the roth he received an order from the Bacha of 
Chotym to raife his camp, and leave the daminians: of 
the Grand Signtor without delay; and this order was at- 
tended with the threat, that on the leaft fign of refift- 
ance he would caufe all the confedenrates to be cut. in 
pieces. The Cownt returned for anfwer, that as the 
Grand Signior had granted his: proteétion.to the con- 
federates of the republic, of which he was a member, it 
was with the greateft furprize that he beheld the condué& 
of the Bacha, who had already forfeited his word, by 
promifing him every affliftance, which he had bafely de- 
parted from when he forbad him to pafs the river at 
Braha, and by that means expofed him to the mercy of 
the Ruffians ; that there was no occafion for other proofs 
to convince him of the bad faith of the Bacha, who had 
fold his fervices to the Ruffians; and that he feared not 
his threats, becaufe he was well affured that the brave men 
he commanded would not execute a commiffion fo bafe as. 
that of cutting off the troops of the friends and allies of 
the Grand Signior, who had taken refuge in his do- 
minions, 
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_, After difpatching this anfwet, the Count waited upon 
the Bacha of Natolia, who was encamped near him, and 
to whom he communicated every particular of the con- 
du& of the Bacha of Ghotym, at the fame time that he 
requefted his affiftatyee againft the violence of that traitor. 
The Bacha of Natolia, who was fecretly the enemy of 
the Bacha of Chotym, proinifed the Count his afliftance, 
and advifed him to fend a courier to Stamboul to acquaint 
the Grand Signior with the behaviour of the commander 
at. Chotym, which the Count accordingly did the fame 
day. On the 11th in the evening the Bacha of Chotym 
fent an Aga of the Janizaries to the Bacha of Natolia, 
with orders to fecure the perfon of the Count, and fend 
him to Chotym to be punifhed for his infolence. But the 
Bacha of Natolia kept his promife to the Count, by fending 
an anfwer to the effe@, that the Count, having fent a cfauz 
or courier toStamboul, was entitled by the laws to an afylum 
till the return of the firman of the Grand Signior; and that 
as his perfon was fafe in his hands, the Bacha of Chotym 
need not doubt his fecurity, though he refufed to put 
him into his without an exprefs order from the Grand 
Signior. After the departure of the Aga, the Bacha of 
Natolia advifed the Count to raife his camp, and retire, 
left the Bacha ‘of Chotym might avenge himfelf by 
treachery: and this generous Turk, not content with 
{hewing the Count every mark of friendfhip during his {hort 
{tay, detached likewife with him a body of one thoufand 
horfe, to accompany him to the frontiers of Poland. 

On the r4th, the Count raifed his camp, and 
marched towards Cferniowcze, the refidence of the Hef- 
podar, at which place he arrived on the 16th, and from 

- thence 
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thence difpatched feveral of his officers to convey: his 
baggage from Chotym ; but thefe, on their return, in- 
formed him, that the Bacha had feized the whole. - Thus 
plundered by his allies, he marched towards Avriloveze, 
where he difmiffed the Turkifh Spahis, and pafled, at 
length, to Zadobricze, in Poland, preferring the chance 
of war, though in. a hazardous pofition, to the bafe 

treatment he had received from his allies. _ a 4 
Ou the 18th, after having refrefhed his troops, which 
confifted of about three thoufand nine hundred men, he 
propofed to march towards Zombar to join the Count 
Pulauzky, but many of the Commanders refufed to fol- 
low him, and left him to the number fourteen hundred 
horfe; refufing even to take charge of the fick and 
woilnded, the conveyance of whom greatly incommoded 
the Count. He forced -his march along the river Pruth 
as far as Dobrilow, where he arrived on the 26th. From 
Dobrilow he marched towards Oriow, and thence to Dor- 
chovicz, which is fituated in a valley between the Car- 
pathian mountains. On the 5th of May he fent an ofh- 
cer from Dorchovicz to Zambor to procure intelligence 
of the Count Pulauzky ; and on the oth his meflenger 
returned with the news that Count Pulauzky had retired 
into Hungary, and that the Rufiians were there under the 
command of Colonel Brincken, who being apprized of 
the approach. of the Count, had determined to feek him. 
The Count, being fenfible from this advice of his extreme 
danger, which he could not avoid as he was fhut in by 
his enemies, propofed to his troops to enter Hungary, and 
there wait for a favorable opportunity to enter Poland, in 
junction with the Count de Pulauzky. But they 
refufed 
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moft part, of deferters from the Imperial forces, who 
durft not return into the Emperor’s dominions. In this 
diftreffing fituation he had no other alternative but to 
retire into the foreft of Zyduczow, which he immediately 
putin execution. And Colonel Brincken would certainly 
have miffed him,, if he had not received advice of his re- 
treat by a deferter who left the Count at the paffage of 
Kippa, in the foreft of Zyduczow. 
- The Rufhan Colonel, judging that the Count was 
marching towards Stry to join the confederate parties at 
Sanok, likewife haftened his march, and arrived thither 
half a day before the Count, whofe forces were weakened 
by fatigue and hunger. In this ftate he was attacked, on 
the roth of May about noon, by Colonel Brincken, at 
the head of four thoufand men. The Count was at firft 
compelled to give way; but on the arrival of his cannon 
he, in his turn, forced the Colonel to retire, who at laft 
quitted the field, and retreated towards Stry. The advan- 
tage of the victory ferved only to augment the mifery, 
of the Count, who in this fingle action had near three 
hundred wounded and two hundred and fixty-eight flain, 
and who had no other profpe& before him than either to 
perifh by hunger with his troops in the foretts, or to expofe 
himfelf to be cut in pieces by the enemy. However, that 
he might have no caufe to reproach himfelf, he took the 
advice of his officers and troops in his march towards 
Bialoboboky, who were unanimous to proceed to that 
place. The projec required a fpeedy execution, though 
it was impoflible to carry it into effe& without firft re- 
frefhing the men and horfes who had juft been in action. 
Vou. I. F About 
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About eleven o’clock the Count refumed his march, and 
about ten in the’ morning of the 2oth he arrived at the 
village of Szuka, where being obliged to halt for re- 
frefhment, he was furprized by a party of Coflacks, and 
had only time to quit the village and form his troops in 
order of battle on the plain, before he was attacked by 
the enemies cavalry, and foon after by their infantry, 
fupported by feveral pieces of cannon, which caufed the 
ereateft deftruction among the forces of the Count. At 
length, in the heat of the combat, the Count, having 
before received two wounds with the fabre, was wounded 
in the body by the fhot of a cannon, loaded with old 
iron and other deftruétive rubbith. His fate decided 
that of his party, and the Ruffians had at laft the fatif- 
faction of feeing him their prifoner. 

Colonel Brinken, the commander of the party he had 
fought with, caufed the Count to be conveyed to the 
Ruffian General Prince Proforouzky, who fent him 
to General * . = 3 commander in chief of 
the army, then encamped at Tarnopol, a man equally 
cruel and bafe, who, contrary to every fentiment of hu- 
manity, infulting the misfortunes of the Count, not 
only forbad the furgeons to drefs his wounds, but like- 
wile, after reducing him to bread and water, loaded him 
with chains, and in that ftate tranfported him to Kiow. 
It was fortunate, however, that the wounds of the Count 
reduced him to a fituation which perfuaded his conduétor 
that he was in danger of immediate death, and induced 
him, upon his arrival at Polone, to make his report to 
Colonel Sirkow, the commanding officer at that place, 
who ordered him to be carried to the hofpital, where he 

was 
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was cured of his wounds by a French furgeon, named 
Blanchard ; from whofe report, when the Ruflian com- 
mander was informed that the Count was able to leave 
the hofpital, he caufed him to be lodged in the town, 
and advanced him fifty roubles for his fubfiftance. 
During his ftay at Polone the Count became, acquainted 
with a Lieutenant in the Ruffian fervice, named Milck, 
a native of Courland, who, equally generous with his 
Colonel, offered him a fhare of the little he poffefled. 
Thus it was, that in the loweft ftage of misfortune the 
Count had the confolation to find friends, and he already 
had began to think his fituation tolerable, when he at 
once experienced the reverfe, upon the arrival of Briga- 
dier Bannier, who relieved Colonel Sirkow in his com- 
mand, and who had a ftrong prejudice againft the Count. 
Immediately after the departure of the Colonel this com- 
mander caufed the Count to be loaded with chains, and 
conducted to the dungeon with the reft of the prifoners, 
to whom this inhuman tyrant allowed no other fubfiftance 
than bread and water. Upon his entrance he recognized 
feveral officers and foldiers who had ferved under him, 
and their demonftrations of efteem and friendfhip was 
the only confolation he received in his diftreffed fituation. 
Twenty-two days were thus confumed in a fubter- 
raneous prifon, together with eighty of his companions, 
without light, and even without air, except what was 
admitted through an aperture which communicated with 
the cafemates. Thefe unhappy wretches were not per- 
mitted to go out, even on their natural occafions, which 
produced fuch an infection, that thirty-five of them died 
in eighteen or twenty days; and fuch was the inhumanity 
F 20 and 
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and barbarity of the commander, that he fufered the 
dead to remain and putrify among the living. The pri- 
fon was not opened till the 16th of July, which was 
the twenty-fecond of their confinement, and from thence 
the Count was led to the place of arms, where feveral 
bands of prifoners, all in chains, were already convened. 
The order was foon given for their departure for Kiow, | 
and they began their march under the guard of a com- 
pany, commanded by an ancient Captain of Infantry. 
The cruelty exercifed by the Ruffian ofhcer towards the 
unfortunate men under his fuperintendance was fuch as 
can only be imagined by a monfter like himfelf. His 
brutal difpofition caufed him to deprive them of half 
their allowance of bread, the value of which he con- 
verted to. his own ufe, and he laid the villages under 
contribution for exempting them from providing the pri- 
foners with lodging, at the fame time that he left them 
expofed to the heat of the feafon and the rain in the 
open air, without tents or any fhelter whatever. Thefe 
unhappy men, emaciated with hunger and covered with 
wounds, being unable to march as faft as the com- 
mander defired, were continually beaten, and the Count 
himfelf was not excufed, though unable to walk without 
crutches. This treatment, fo infamous and fhocking to 
humanity, caufed the deftru€tion of fuch a number of the 
prifoners, that out of fe%en hundred and eighty-two which 
were put under his conduct at Polone, he brought no: 
more than one hundred and forty-eight to Kiow,. the reft 
being either dead, or abandoned in the forefts in a dying 
fate. | | 

On 
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On the 4th of Auguift, having at length reached Kiow, 

a town on the border of Ruflia, fortified by fimple works 
of earth, the prifoners were again fhut up in the cafemates, 
where they experienced the fame hardfhips as at Polone. 
The ftrength of the Count’s conftitution, which had 
hitherto enabled him to refift fuch an accumulation of 
hardfhips and fatigue, gave way at length, and on the 
12th he was attacked with a malignant fever that quickly 
produced a delirium, which continued till the 8th of Sep- 
tember. On the 1oth of the fame month the governor of 
Kiow, Count Voieikou, caufed the prifoners to pafs in re- 
view before himfelf and a commiffary who was charged to 
take an account of the name and quality of each. The 
Count, whom they were obliged to carry, had not ftrength 
to anfwer to his name when called in his turn ; whereupon 
the governor made enquiry refpecting his ftate, and gave 
immediate orders that he fhould be feparately lodged in a 
houfe, and that two roubles a day fhould be paid him for 
fubfiftance. This treatment, by enabling the Count to pro- 
cure proper diet, foon put him in a fair way of recovery. 
But at this crifis, unfortunately for him, an order arrived 
from Peterfburgh to fend ail the prifoners to Cazan, and 
the Count being forced to make this journey, though he 
was not compelled to walk, experienced a relapfe, which 
obliged the Ruffian officer to leave him at Nizym, a town. 
dependent on the government of Kiow. M. Levner, a 
German merchant of that place, interefted himfelf in favor 
of the Count, and obtained permiflion of the Voywade 
to receive him into his houfe. The care and attention of 
this humane and generous friend reftored him to health, 
and enabled him to appear in decent clothes. He fhould 
| have 
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been permitted to have remained at Nizym; but on the arri- 
val of the fecond convoy of prifoners the Voywode placed 
him in charge of the commanding ofhcer. His benefadtor, 
from whom he was then forced to part, had the generofity 
to prefent him with the fum of two hundred roubles, 
which, for fear of being robbed by fome of the Ruffian 
foldicrs, he depofited in the hands of the commander, 
whofe name was Wolkow, with a requeft that he would 
keep it for him till his arrival at Cazan. On their arrival 
at Tula, the Count having occafion to purchafe fome pro- 
vifions and other necefiaries, requefted a few roubles of 
the commandant in the prefence of fome of the other 
prifoners ; but the unprincipled wretch not only had the 
effrontery to deny his having received any money, but 
likewife treated the Count with the moft injurious and 
abufive language, and from that time ufed every means in 
his power to render the reft of the j journey uncomfortable 
to him. He even carried his malice fo far, that on their 
arrival at Cazan he accufed the Count before the governor, 
Count Krafnin Samaren, of attempting to raife a revolt 
among the prifoners ; and on this accufation he was loaded 
with chains and committed to prifon, from which he was 
not delivered but at the prefling inftances of the Counts 
Marfhal Czarneczky, Potockzy, and the young Pulauzky. 
After his deliverance from prifon he was lodged with 
a gold{mith, named Vendifchov, a native of Sweden, who 
treated him with great kindnefs “aa humanity. The re- 
putation of the Count, and his open difpofition, pro- 
cured him a numerous acquaintance among the Ruffian 
nobilty; and one day, being invited to dine with a man 
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of quality, he learned, by feveral particulars of the con- 
verfation, that a defign was projecting againft the govern- 
ment. Some days. afterwards, being invited again in the 
fame company, one of the guefts addreffed him, and pro- 
pofed many queftions refpecting the difpofition of the 
prifoners towards Government ; at the fame time obferv- 
ing that the governor of Cazan, having no more than 
four hundred men in garrifon, was very uneafy left the 
prifoners, whofe number amounted to feven thoufand, 
fhould revolt, and that to prevent fo dangerous an event, 
he had fent to Peterfburgh, requefting orders to fend 
them into Siberia. The Count immediately perceived the 
intention of the perfon who queftioned him, but not 
thinking it prudent to enter into any converfation by 
which he might feem to enter into an engagement, he 
only replied, that the Governor, having a body of brave 
men under his command, who were armed and in pof- 
feflion of the fortrefs, had nothing to fear from men 
worn out with difeafe, and for the moft part actually 
difabled ; but that he doubtlefs aéted prudently in taking 
every precaution fuitable to the office he held. The 
continuation of this difcourfe led the Ruffian at laft to 
declare to the Count, that the nobility of many of the 
governments were'greatly difcontented with the defpotick 
authority of the Emprefs, and that, in order to deliver 
themfelves, they were difpofed to enter into a confede- 
racy to fhake off the yoke of flavery, and become as 
free as other nations; that the prefent moment was 
highly favourable to their defigns, becaufe the troops 
were employed elfewhere, and the clergy, equally dif- 
contented, were ready to join the nobility, who befides: 


might 
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might eafily gain over the Tartars of Cazan, a people 
naturally difpofed to declare in favor of the Turks. He 
ended his difcourfe by obferving that the Ruff§jan nobility 
likewife depended much on the afliftance of the prifoners 

who were fo unworthily treated in their misfortunes. 
The Count, without any embarrafiment, replied fimply, 
that the prifoners being without arms, and always kept 
in fight of their guards, could not dare to make any at- 
tempt againft government; but that on recovering their 
liberty they were difpofed to fhew their gratitude in the 
moft zealous and effe€tual manner, and that confequent- 
ly, if they were delivered from their wretched fituation, 
no matter by whom, their deliverers might be affured of 
their attachment. After this converfation the Count 
rejoined the company, and was received with fuch de- 
monftrations of friendfhip as convinced him that the 
whole party confifted of malecontents. Immediately 
after the company broke up, the Count waited on his 
old fricnd the Marfhal Czarneczky, to whom he com- 
municated his difcovery. On the following day the 
Marfhal invited feveral of the fuperior officers among 
the prifoners, and revealed the fecret to them, in order 
that by their deliberations it might be decided what mode 
of proceeding they fhould adopt, in cafe they fhould re- 
ceive any propofals on the part of the difcontented no- 
bility. It was accordingly determined in fecret com- 
mittee, that the confederates fhould not enter into any 
confpiracy againft the government in conjunction with 
the malecontents, to whom, neverthelefs, a promife might 
be made, that in cafe they fhould become matters of 
the city, the prifoners, being ict at liberty, would form 
a body 
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a body which fhould a& in concert with their deliverers 
until the final orders of the generality of the confedera- 
tion might arrive. | 

The Count de Benyowfky was entrufted with the 
management of this affair, which he purfued with the 
greateft zeal, prudence and fagacity, in fuch a manner 
as not to endanger any of the prifoners, even on the 
fuppofition that government fhould difcover the con- 
{piracy. The malecontents, on the other hand, entered 
into their purfuit with fo much fpirit, that they fuc- 
ceeded in bringing over to their party the nobility of 
the governments of Voronicz, Bielogorod, Kiow, and 
the greater part of Mofcow, the capital of Ruffia. They 
only waited for the appearance of the Tartars of Cazan, 
who had engaged to prefent themfelves before the town 
of Cazan with nine or ten thoufand horfe. 
- Such was the ftate of affairs on the 6th of November, 
(1769) when a fudden change was produced by a quarrel 
between two Ruffian lords, one of whom informed the 
governor, that the prifoners, in concert with the Tartars, 
meditated a defign again{ft his perfon and the garrifon. 
This apoftate accufed the Count, in order to fave his 
friends and countrymen. On the 7th, at eleven at night, 
the Count, not fufpecting any fuch event, heard a knock- 
ing at his door. He came down; entirely undreffed, with 
a candle in his hand, to enquire tke caufe ; and upon open- 
ing his door was furprized to fee an ofhcer, with twenty 
Soldiers, who demanded if the prifoner were at home. 
On. his replying in the afhrmative, the officer {natched 
the candle out of his hand, and ordering his men to 
follow him, went haftily up to the Count’s apartment. | 

Vou. I. G The 
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The Count immediately took advantage of the miftake, 
quitted his houfe, and repaired to the quarters of his 
intimate friend, Major Wynbladth, who was likewife a 
prifoner. After relating the adventure to him, and en- 
gaging him to make his efcape together with him, they 
quitted Cazan, and repaired to the neareft village, where 
they took horfes of the countrymen, with the intention 
of haftening to Sebukfar. On their arrival at this place 
they apprized feveral Ruffian gentlemen of the difcovery 
of their plot, who having the ftrongeft reafons to 
fear the confequences of the Count’s being arrefted, 
gave him a podrufchna, or order for poft horfes, with 
money and cloathing. From Sebukfar they paffed to 
Kufmoden Janfkoy, where they took poft, and continued 
their route as far as Nizney Novogrod, where they gave 
out that they were officers returning from Kizlar to Pe- 
terfburg, charged with difpatches from the governor. 
The Voivod had the politenefs to invite them to dinner, 
and treated them elegantly, after which he furnifhed 
them with a letter for the Voivod of Volodomir, which 
was of the greateft fervice to them, as they certainly 
would have been arrefted if they had not been provided 
with it. They ftill continued to urge their courfe, and 
pafled through Mofcow, as well as Twer, Welki-novo- 
grod, and other places, in the night. 

At length they arrived at Peterfburg on the roth of 
November, where the Count took lodgings in a hotel, 
caufing his Major to pafs. in the character of his valet- 
de chambre. Upon his firft going out he met a German 
trade{man, by profeflion an apothecary, who being given 
to underftand that the Count was defirous of pafling by 
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fea into another country, directed him to the lodgings of 
a Dutch Captain. 

The Count accordingly waited on the Captain, and 
begged him to take him and his domeftic paffengers, 
promifing to pay him five hundred ducats on his arrival 
in Holland. The Captain agreed to receive him on 
board, and as he was ready to fet fail the following day, 
he appointed the Count to meet on the bridge of Neva 
about midnight, who accordingly attended there exactly 
at the time, with his companion. While they were 
waiting the arrival of the Captain with the utmoft im- 
patience, he at length appeared, and faluted the Count, 
begging that he would remain on the {pot a moment, as 
he would quickly return, after he had finifhed fome prefling 
bufinefs with his correfpondent. He did not fail to re- 
turn foon after, and beckoned the Count, who haftened 
to meet him. But at the very inftant he was about to 
exprefs his gratitude to the Captain, twenty foldiers 
feized on him, and knocked him down ; after whicly 
they conduéted him, together with the Major, to: the 
Count Cfecferin, Lieutenant-General of the Police, who, 
in a very-mild and polite manner, pepe the follow- 
me queftions to the Count. 

He demanded the birth, country, age, and religion 
of om Count ? » 

2. Under what power he had ferved before he became 
engaged in the confederation ? 

' 3. Who had perfuaded him to fign the act of confe- 
deracy P 

: 4, Whether he did not know that the court of France 
furnifhed money for the payment of the troops of the 
confederates ? 
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5. Who had engaged him, being a prifoner, to. excite 
the other prifoners to revolt, and what was his defign. in 
cafe he had fucceeded in getting poffeflion of Cazan ? 

6. Whether the other confederate chiefs were con- 
cerned in the confpiracy or not, and whether there were 
not certain Ruffians engaged with him to, carry this 
abominable plot into execution? their names, and the 
manner in which the engagement was brought about ? 

7. After deferting from Cazan, why did the prifoner 
repair to Peterfburg, if he had not fome premeditated de- 
fign ? Whence had he money for making a journey of 
that length by poft, and why did he pretend that his 
companion was his fervant ? 

8. On the fuppofition that his defign was that of 
quitting Ruffia, why did he prefer going to Holland ? 

The anfwers of the Count were, : 

1. That he was born Magnate of the kingdoms of 
Hugary and Poland, is aged twenty-eight years, and 
profefies the Chriftian religion. | 

2. That he ferved in the Imperial army in quality of 
officer in the war again the King of Pruffia. 

3. That in his quality of Starofte, he thought it his 
duty to affift the republic in fhaking off a foreign 

oke. 

. 4. That he was ignorant whether or no the court 
of France furnifhed the confederation with money. 

5. That he had never excited the prifoners to revolt, 
his defign being no other than that of recovering his 
own liberty ; and that the tyranny and cruelty he had ex- 
perienced in the prifons had forced him to this attempt ; 
that he never had any intention of feizing the town of 

Cazan ; 


Cazan; and: therefore he could have no further in- 
tentions confequent to the imaginary capture of that 
town. 

6. That in quality of prifoner, it was neither necef- 
fary nor expedient that he fhould become an informer, 
and confequently. that he declined anfwering the fixth 

ueftion,  —— 

; 7. That after quitting Cazan he had repaired to Pe- 
terfburg, for the purpofe of more eafily quitting the 
empire by means of fone foreign fhips; that as he had _ 
no other defign, he had caufed Major Wynbladth to pafs 
as his domeftic, that their difficulties and expences might 
by that means be diminifhed. 

8. That as to his intention of repairing to Holland, 
he had no other motive than his having met with a 
Dutch Captain, who promifed him his paffage, and 
that it was, befides, of little confequence to him what 
country he might go to, provided it were out of the 
dominions of Ruffia. ; 

After this examination the Count was conveyed to the 
fort St. Peter and St. Paul, and there confined in a fub- 
terraneous dungeon, feparate from Major Wynbladth. 
On the 23d in the morning, being the third day of his 
detention, his prifon was opened for the firft time, and 
after three days faft he received a morfel of bread and a 
pitcher of water. On the fame day in the evening he 
was conducted by an officer and fix men from his prifon 
to the minifter, Count Panin, who was in his cabinet, 
and who propofed an hundred queftions, one after the 
other, without giving him time to anfwer, and at laft 
fhewing him feveral papers, from which he affirmed that 

he 
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he was acquainted with all the machinations of the Count, 
he loaded him with the harfheft inveétives, advifing him 
to affirm all queftions that might be afked in the council, 
which if he failed to do, he would find himfelf in a 
wretched fituation. After this mild and friendly advice: 
Count Panin ordered him to be re-conduéted to his een : 
giving directions that he fhould be loaded with irons. 

On the 23d he was again broughp forth, and con- 
duéted before the privy council. ; On. his entrance! 
into the place of . meeting he beheld twenty Rufhans: 
feated, each having. a fheet of paper beforé him, ‘and: 
a pen in.his hand. Count Panin prefided at this. 
council. The perfon who performed the function of 
procureur . read’ all the queftions which had _ been 
made: by. the Count ‘Cfecferin to the Count Beny- 
owfky, and alfo his anfwers. Count Panin afterwards 
ordered the Count Benyowfky to fwear that all thefe 
anfwers were conformable to truth, with which he 
immediately complied. After this preliminary, Count 
Panin required him to retract his oath, and confefs the 
truth, otherwife he fhould be put to the torture. » This 
threat, fufiiciently horrid to fhake the fortitude e the 
moft innocent perfon, irritated the Count, who replied 
to the minifter,- that, as a. judge, it ill became him to 
perform the office of executioner; that juftice ought 
never to have recourfe to punifhment, before conviction. 
of the accufed; and that the council having propofed to 
the Count to purge himfelf by oath, it was neceffary that: 
his conviction fhould be founded on proofs that his oath- 
was falfe, or that otherwife every. violent proceeding: 
againft him. would be an act of barbarity, to which he. 

never 
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mever could believe that her Majefty the Emprefs would 
give her fanéion. This anfwer of the Count, which 
was written down word for word by the fecretary, caufed 
feveral. members of the council to vindicate him againft 
the opinion of Count Panin. Thefe gentlemen obferved, 
that the prifoner, having been convicted of nothing but 
an attempti,to defert, could not be condemned as a 
{tate criminal. This obfervation produced a difpute 
between the affeffors, and the Count was conducted back 
to his prifon; from which he was again brought forth on 
the morning of the 25th, and conducted before the 
council, where he was confronted with a Ruffian gentle- 
man, whom the governor of Cafan had fent'to Peter{- 
burg to be examined by the council. This wretch was 
the fame who had accufed the Count to the governor of 
Cafan. He maintained before the council, that the 
Count knew of the plot which the Ruffians had formed 
again{t government, that he had encouraged them, and 
that he himfelf was the perfon who had promifed the 
difcontented party to affift them with all the prifoners. 
The prefident ordered the Count to anfwer this accufation, 
which he did, by freely afirming that he had,. in feveral 
companies of the nobility, heard propofals treated of 
againft the governor of Cafan. That thefe noblemen 
had actually made formal propofitions to him, to become 
connected with the party of malecontents, and to engage 
all the prifoners in their intereft: but that as his fitua- 
tion as a prifoner did not require him-to abandon his prin- 
ciples and betray them, he had kept the fecret; and as 
faras related to the propofitions made to him by the 
malecontents, he had anfwered without hefitation, that 

| the 
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the prifoners would not engage in any attempt againft 
the government of Cazan, and ftill lefs againft the interefts 
of the Emprefs: That it did not become them to inter- 
meddle in the pretenfions of the Ruffian nobility, who 
alone were to decide their own quarrel, and that the 
-prifoners would patiently fuffer their fate, though the 
difcontented nobility might depend upon their fervices,. 
in the fingle cafe only that they fhould firft fet them 

at liberty. | 
The Ruffian himfelf acknowledged that this account 
was true; after which the Count was returned to prifon 
till the 2gth, when he was brought before the council 
to receive his final judgment. At the commencement of 
this fitting the prefident threatened the Count to put 
him to the torture; but being unable to urge any crime 
but that of defertion againft him, he propofed to the 
Count to fign a refignation, by which he obliged him- 
felf never to ferve againft the Ruffians ; to quit the em- 
pire without delay; and never to return, on pain of 
death. Under thefe conditions Count Panin promifed 
him his liberty. Count Benyowfky did not hefitate to 
fion his refignation, of which the following is the pur- 

ort. | 
. I, the underfigned, do acknowledge, that having been 
feized in my flight from Cafan, and her Tinperial Majefty 
of all the Ruflias having pardoned me by her natural 
clemency, I have entered into the prefent renunciation, 
never to ferve any power againft the arms of her Imperial 
Majefty ; and that, upon becoming in poffeflion of my 
Iiberty, I promife for ever to quit her dominions, obliging 
myfelt, under pain of death, not to enter them again 
wader 
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under any pretext whatever. Done at Peterfburgh, the 
22d of November, 1769. 

The Count, after having figned this engagement, inftead 
of being fet at liberty was reconducted to his prifon, and 
there confined till the 4th of December, when, about 
two hours after midnight, an officer with feven foldiers 
came to him, giving orders that they fhould take off his 
chains and clothe him in a fheep-fkin garment ; after 
which his fetters were again faftened on, and he was 
conducted into the court of the prifon and thrown upon 
a flcdge, to which two horfes were harnefled, which 
immediately fet out with the greateft fwiftnefs. The 
darknefs did not permit the Count to difcern the objects 
around him, but the noife of many bells led him to 
think that he was followed by feveral fledges, a cir- 
cumftance which excited a long train of reflections on 
the fatality and fingular circumftances of his deftiny. 

At the beginning of his journey he conceived fome 
hopes that he was to be conduéted into Poland ; but at 
day-break the fight of feveral villages through which 
he had paffed after his departure from Cazan deftroyed 
that hope, and convinced him that he was on his way to 
Siberia as an exile. | 

When they refted at noon the Count received a 
morfel of dry bread, and on defcending from his {ledge 
to mount into another, he perceived Major Wynbladth, 
who was the companion of his misfortunes. The ex- 
ceffive cold caufed the Count to fuffer much pain from 
his wounds, and he was almoft frozen when the com- 
mander of the convoy made him difmount to pafs 
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the night in a cottage. When he recovered the ufe of 
his faculties he perceived that he was in company with 
Major Wynbladth, who not being wounded was better 
able to fupport the rigour of the feafon. In this com- 
mon ftate of misfortune it was fome confolation that they 
could fee each other and communicate their refle@tions. _ 
The Ruffian commander, Prince Maneow, Lieutenant 
of the troops of the Senate, being affected with their 
deplorable fituation, informed them, in confidence, that 
his orders were to condué them to Mofcow, from whence 
they were afterwards to be carried to Tobolzk, and thence 
to Kamchatka, the place of their exile. He had like- 

wife the politenefs to caufe them to eat with him. 
When they arrived near Mofcow their conduétor 
quitted them, and returned with fledges, and a detach- 
ment of fixteen foldiers, headed by a Lieutenant, who re- 
lieved the Prince Maneow, conducted them forward on 
their journey. On the 13th of December they arrived 
at Volodomir, where they were joined by four fledges 
with four exiles, likewife deftined to pafs the remainder 
of their lives at Kamchatka, and from that ftation they 
had the confolation of their company. The Count, 
who was well acquainted with the Rufhan language, 
made enquiries concerning thefe four prifoners. The 
one was Vaffili Vaflilics Panow, Lieutenant of the Guards; 
the fecond Hippolite Stepanow, Captain of Infantry ; 
the third Afaph Baturin, Colonel of Artillery ; and the 
fourth Ivan Juanies Solmanow, Secretary of the Senate of 
Mofcow. Their efcort confifted of forty-fix foldiers of 
Volodomir, under whom they were conducted to Nizney 
| Novogrod, 
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Novogrod, where they arrived on the 18th, and from 
thence they were drawn to Kuzemodemjazkoy, a town 
where their guard was reinforced with one hundred and 
fifty horfemen, to pafs more fecurely through the go- 
vernment of Cazan, at that time difturbed by the incur- 
fions of the Tartars, who, fince the departure of the 
Count, had already committed feveral acts of hoftility, 
and with whom a party of the prifoners deferted from 
Cazan had taken refuge. Thefe circumftances occafioned 
the commander of their party not to ftop in any of the 
villages, but to make the beft of his way to the town of 
Malmitz, fituated on the banks of the river Viattka, 
where the reinforcement left them. From Malmitz they 
were drawn to Saragut, and thence to Kunzir, from 
Kunzir to Tuninkz, and from thence to Tobolzk, the 
capital of Siberia, diftant feven hundred aad eighty leagues 
from Peterfburg. 

On their arrival they were lodged in the town, each 
{eparately with his guard. The Governor, Count Denis 
Juanovicz Cfecferin, brother of the Lieutenant-General 
of the Police of Peterfburg, a man as remarkable for 
his humanity, as for the politenefs of his behaviour, not 
only caufed the irons of the exiles to be taken off, but 
likewife afforded them every kind of affiftance, even to 
the furnifhing them with linen; and as he was affe@ed 
with the mifery of thefe unfortunate men, he granted 
them his permiffion to pafs fourteen days in the town, 
to recover their health, which was much impaired by 
hunger and the inclemency of the feafon. During the 
whole time that the prifoners remained at Tobolezk they 
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were furnifhed with provifions from his own kitchen, and 
on their departure he prefented each of them with the 
fum of fifty roubles, with a quantity of brandy, and like- 
wife five hundred pounds of tobacco, an article of great 
value at Kamchatka. 

We fhall here terminate the narrative while we have 
collected: of the adventures of the Count, and {hall relate 
the fequel as it is written with his own hand, 
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TRAVELS of th COUNT BENYOWSKY 
into SrpzRia, in confequence of an order of the 
Senate of Pererssurc, by which he was banifhed 
‘to KaMcHATKA. 
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INTRODUCTION. THE COUNT ARRIVES AT TOBOLZK, THE CAPITAL 
OF SIBERIA. HUMANITY OF THE GOVERNOR. DEPARTURE FROM 
THAT PLACE. VILLAGES ON THE ROAD. CITY OF TARA. RIVER 
AND TOWN OF TOMSKY. THE TARTARS INTEREST THEMSELVES 
IN FAVOUR OF THE EXILES. A PROPOSAL IS MADE TO THE COUNT 
TO ESCAPE TO. CHINA, TO WHICH HIS WOUNDS PREVENT HIS, 
ACCEDING. PRESENT TO THE EXILES FROM THE TARTARS.  DIS-. 
INTERESTED BEHAVIOUR OF THEIR CONDUCTOR. 


I WAS born of an illuftrious family in Hungary, and 
- ferved the ftates of the republick of Poland with fome: 
diftin@tion, under whofe colours I had the misfortune to be 
made prifoner by the Ruflians in open war, after receiving. 
feventeen wounds. This unfortunate event fubjected me 
to every calamity which tyranny can infli@, T wes con- 
veyed from one prifon to another, and:' + co. 

to the unhappy ftate of flavery.. Inc . 

order of the Ruffian Senate for my .. 
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loaded with fetters, and conducted to Tobolzk, the capi- 
tal of Siberia, confifting of about five hundred houles, 
inhabited by Ruffians and Tartars. It ftands at the foot 
of a mountain, on the top of which is a caftle, com- 
manding the town, and ferving as a place of refidence 
for the governor. 

The garrifon of this town ufually confifts of two regi- 
ments of infantry, three fquadrons of cavalry, and two 
or three hundred Coffacks. The governor of Tobolczk, 
Count Denis Juanoviecz Cfecferin, a man equally eftimable 
for the humanity and generofity of his difpofition, caufed 
my fetters to be taken off the farft day of my arrival, and, 
after providing me with a lodging, heaped many favours 
upon me and Mr. Wynbladth, the companion of my 
misfortunes. This gentleman was a Major under the 
confederation, who having fhared in my former adven- 
tures, was likewife the partner of my banifhment. The 
ereateft favor which I obtained from the governor was, 
doubtlefs, the ufe of pen and paper, to diflipate my 
cares. Precious inftrument, which can give the fhadow 
of liberty where the fubftance exifts not! Ineftimable 
gift of art, whofe value can be truly eftimated by thofe 
only who have felt thy lofs! With thee I fhall ftill poffefs 
the enjoyments of the mind; and by thy afhiftance my 
misfortunes and complaints may be tranfmitted to future 
times | | 


I arrived at Tobolezk on the 2cth of January, 1770, 
and as I did not guit this town till the 4th of February, 
the benevolence and care of the governor enabled me to 
recover my health and ftrength to fupport the voyage 

With 
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with greater courage. The governor, after having loaded 
me with marks of his favour, which was likewife ex- 
tended to my five companions, difpatched us for our 
place of deftination, under the efcort of a Sottnik of 
Coffacks, with twenty-four men under his command ; at 
the Coe time he informed us that our conductor had 
orders to treat us with kindnefs. We departed from 
Tobolczk with fixteen fledges, fo that we had a fledge 
for every two excepting the commander, who had one 
for himfelf. The firft paufe we made was at Sobulak, 
a village inhabited entirely by Tartars. Our commander 
lodged us all with him in a houfe, and promifed that 
this fhould be the cafe throughout the journey. We eat 
with him, and the Coffacks might have been taken for 
our fervants, from the particular attention which our 
conductor ordered them to pay us. His example caufed 
the whole troop to omit no means of rendering our jour- 
ney as agrecable and as comfortable as could be expected 
in a ftate of flavery. 

On the 5th we departed from Jubalak to continue our 
journey, and at noon we refted near a river named Supkra 
to refrefh our horfes. Our conduétor informed us, while 
his troop was employed in procuring fome provifions from 
the neighbouring villages, that he was the fon of a Swedtth 
colonel, who had had the misfortune to be banithed, 
and that he himfelf, being a native of Siberia, had 
been inrolled among the Coffacks, over whom he at 
prefent was Sottnik, or commander of one hundred men; 
that fince his promotion he had always endeavoured to 
obtain the charge of the exiles which were to be con- 
ducted into Siberia, as it gave him the greateft fatisfaction 

to 


to have an rn of alleviating ele cilia 
The free and open manner with which this officer 
expreffed himfelf, fufhiciently fhowed that he fpoke his 
real fentiments, and it was a great confolation to us to 
find ourfelves under the directicn of a virtuous and com- 
paffionate man. From Supkra we continued our journey 
along the banks of the river Jrtiefh, and arrived at the 
{mall town of Bercnowzky, where we patfied the night. 
At this place we found twenty exiles, who treated us wit 
fith. Thefe unfortunate men affured us, that in the 
fingle province of Tobolczky there were upwards of 
twenty-two thoufand exiles, reduced to feck their main- 
tenance by the chace. From Berenowzky we departed 
on the 6th, and arrived very late in the night at Ifirga, 
a village compofed of about fifteen huufes, inhabited by 
exiles; among whom I recognized an Hungarian, who 
informed me, that he had been Major of one of the 
regiments of Huffars in the Ruifian fervice, commanded 
by General Horvath ; and that he had the misfortune to be 
banifhed for requefting his difmiffion, in order to return 
into his own country. He aflured me, that he was a gen- 
tleman of the family of Orofz. As I ran no rifk in con- 
verfing with this unfortunate perfon in the Hungarian 
language, which was underftood by no one prefent but 
him and myfelf, I afked him many queftions, and among 
others, how it happened that fo great a number of exiles, 
reduced to the moft extreme milery, had not yet made 
lome attempts to cfcape ; to which he anfwered, that a 
confiderable number of their companions had already 
attempted to efcape towards Perfia, but having been met 
by the Nogais Tartars they were all flain, and that this 
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event had intimidated the others, and prevented them 
from following their example. Befides which he informed 
me of fo many obftacles, that at laft I was convinced of 
the great difficulty of efcaping from exile at Tobolczk, 

and reflected with great fatisfaGiion that my deftination 
was to Kamchatka, on the fea coaft, though I am_ per- 
fuaded that there is no country wtakenes in which liberty 
may not be gained by an affociation of refolute men, 
in{fpired with the love of independence. 

On the 7th, after having paffed the river Ifirga, we 
arrived at Jufka, a village inhabited by Tartars, who re- 
galed us with mare’s milk and horfe flefh. The exceflive 
cold and the wind, which threw up the fnow in whirl- 
winds and. drifts, forced our commander to remain at 
this village four days. We quitted it on the rith early 
in the morning; and about noon we refted on the banks 
of a river, over which we forded, and from whence we 
proceeded to Ahufca, a village fituated on the banks of 
a river of the fame name, which falls into the river 
Irtifck. Here we paffed the night, and the next day 
proceeded to Tara, the capital of the province of the 
fame name. ‘The commander of. our ‘troop propofed to 
pafs fome days in this town, on account of the feverity 
of the weather, as well as that we might reft ourfelves, 
and be better enabled to fupport the fatigues of the reft of 
our journey, which was to be made without fledges. 
During our ftay at Tara the commandant allowed us the 
liberty of walking in the town, and even in the environs : 
his friendly difpofition towards us extended fo far, that he 
prevailed on the Voivode to invite us to dinner, and after- 
wards perfuaded fevera] of the inhabitants to make us 
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prefents. . Thefe confifted of Habits for the fealon, and a 

confiderable quantity of brandy. | 
On the 22d we at length quitted Tara, and ahve 
having repaffed the river Irtifka we arrived at Luky, a 
village inhabited by Tartars ; fram whence we continued 
through immenfe woods and over lofty mountains, where 
we all fuffered greatly from fatigue, and more efpecially 
myfelf, who-was covered with wounds. - Our days jour- 
neys were very fhort, our nights paffed in the midit of 
{now, and our horfes had no other food than mofs. On 
the 3d of April, being encamped on the tiver Om, we 
were furprized by a band of Tartars of the hord of Ba- 
rabuts. On their firft appearance we requefted the 
commandant to fupply us with arms to defend ourfelves, 
and immediately mounted our horfes. | The Tartars ap- 
proached, obferved us for a moment, and pafled by, full 
gallop, without molefting us. After their departure we 
crofied the river Om, and continued our march to the 
river Juakra, on the borders of which we pitched out 
tents. At day-break, juft at the moment we mounted 
our horfes, we difcovered a troop of armed men on foot, 
who called out to us, in the Ruffian language, to wait 
for them, which our condudtor caufed us to do. On 
their arrival they faluted us, and afterwards addreffling 
our chief, they propofed many queftions refpecting our 
fituation, ‘whic when they learned, they condoled with 
us, and informed us that they were our partners in mif- 
fortune, having been exiled into Siberia, and that for ten 
years paft they had fubfifted merely by the chace and 
fifhing. Their number amounted to fixty-three men, 
who apparently had fome enterprize in en 
Our 








Qar' commander, who was apprehenfive of bad confe- 
quences from their company, propofed to part, but they 
compelled him to remain three days on the fpot. 
Thefe huntfmen, finding our provifion of brandy ex- 
cellent, did not fuffer us to depart but with regret: at 
length, however, beirig delivered from thefe importu- 
nate people, we quitted the river Juakra, and marched 
towards Bogorodekoy, where we arrived on the 
rith. . From Bogorodekoy we croffed the river Oby, 
and on the 17th we arrived at Tomfzky, a town re- 
cularly enough built, but peopled, for the moft part, 
with Tartars. It is faituated on the banks of the river 
Tomi{zky, and, for its defence, is provided with a kind 
of fort, in which the Voivode of the province refides, 
with four hundred foldiers and eight hundred Coffacks. 
The governor’s name was Villeneuf, of French origin, 
Lieutenant-Colonel in the fervice of Ruflia, and for- 
merly an exile. He received us with humanity, and by 
the perfuafion of our conductor, permitted us to re- 
main in the town till the roth of May, in order to 
avoid the inclemency of the feafon, which was fo much 
the more dangerous, as the weather is always extremely 
wet at the latter end of April and the beginning of May. 
We paffed our time not difagreeably at Tomfzky, be- 
caufe the Tartars, being informed by our conductor that 
we had had the misfortune to be made prifoners of war 
when fighting in conjun@ion with the Turkifh army, 
made it a point of religion to alfift us. Among 
others a dealer in fables interefted himfelf more particu- 
larly in ‘my weifare. He propofed. ta;me to make my 
efcape towards China, and exprefied his readinefs to 
I 2 run 
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run the rifk of accompanying me. He informed me 
that he was born in the hord of Kantay, in the country 
of Kalkaz, on the borders of China, and was perfectly 
acquainted with the road thither. I fhould have ac- 
cepted his propofal with joy, if the difficulty, or rather 
the impoffibility, of travelling at leaft three hundred 
leagues on foot had not detained me. The deplorable 
fituation to which my wounds had reduced me was fuf- 
ficient to convince him of the impoflibility of my accept- 
ing his propofition. He therefore loaded me with pre- 
fents, which, whether they came from him alone, or from 
the whole body of Tartars of Tom{zky, amounted to 
more than nine hundred roubles, a fum which we di- 
vided amongft us, and out of which we were defirous 
of making a prefent to our conductor. But this generous 
man refufed to accept of the {malleft trifle, and affured 
us, that on our arrival at Kamchatka we fhould find fuf- 
ficient occafion for our money. 
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DEPARTURE FROM TOMSZKY. JUSKA KRASNOIARSZK. ILLIMSK. PRICE 
CURRENT QF EUROPEAN GOODS AND FURS AT THAT PLACE. 
JAKUTZK. PRIVILEGED COMPANY OF TRADERS IN FURS. THE 
COUNT PROJECTS HIS FUTURE ESCAPE IN CONCERT WITH M. 
HOFFMAN. A SOCIETY OF EXILES FORMED. THEY DEPART FOR 
JAKUTZK, LEAVING M. HOFFMAN BEHIND. ‘THEIR GUARDS QUAR- 
REL. ALARMING CONSEQUENCE OF MR. HOFFMAN’S DEATH. ITS 
EFFECTS HAPPILY PREVENTED. 


ON the r1th of May we at length quitted the town 
of Tomfizky, and paffed through a defert country 
covered with woods and mountains, always encamped in 
the {now, and after fourteen days moft painful march we 
were necefflitated to reduce our allowance to half a pound 
of bifcuit per day. Being thus exhaufted by hunger and 
fatigue, after lofing eight Cofflacks and twelve horfes on 
the road, we at length arrived on the 18th at Jufka 
Krafnoiarfzk, a town fituated on the banks of the great 
river Jenifea: it confifts of about thirty houfes, inhabited 
by Ruffian exiles; the fort, more properly called the 
miferable intrenchment, in which the houfe of the 
Voivode is built, is a raifed fquare furrounded with pa- 
lifades, and the garrifon which defends it is compofed 
only of twenty foldiers, who are likewife exiles. 

The Voivode of this province, famous for its mifery, 
lodged us in his fortrefs, and did not condefcend to fee us 
till our conduétor had informed him that we intended 
making him a prefent. This news, which our condu€or 
likewife communicated to us, occafioned the Governor to 

invite 
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invite us to fupper ; and he did not difdain the acceptance 
of fixty roubles as a prefent, and fora like fum he fold us a 
{mall barrel of brandy, containing about eighteen bottles. 

On the rgth in the morning the Voivode preffed our 
conductor to depart, and we quitted this place about noon. 
The continuation of our journey was not more agreeable 
than that from Tom{zk. No object prefented itfelf to our 
eyes but an immenfe plain of fnow, here and there inter- 
rupted by mountains. Every fucceeding day became more 
fatiguing. We loft almoft all our horfes, and we paffed the 
two chains of mountains which feparate the government 
of Illimfk from that of Jenifeifk, almoft dying with hun- 
ger, having no other fubfiftence than the bark of the 
birch tree fteeped in water. At length however we ar- 
rived on the 25th of July, and the 26th day of our march, 
on the banks of the river Angara, where we had the good 
fortune to meet a horde of Tungus Tartars, who gave us 
four elks, with a provifion of dry fifh, in exchange for 
tobacco and brandy. 

On the 26th we arrived at Illimfk, the capital of the 
province of the fame name, fituated on the banks of the 
river. Illima. This town poffeffes a confiderable trade, 
arifing from the quantity of furs depofited here, which 
the exiles keep till the arrival of the Ruffian merchants, 
who purchafe them in exchange for Europexn provifions 
and cxport them to China. Thes y ufually gain 200 per 
cent. on the merchandizes of Europe, and on thcir arrival 
at China they again redouble their profit on the furs. 
The following is nearly the rate at which the merchandize 
of Europe is fold to the hunters and exiles of this place : 
one pound of cunpowder, three roubles; one pound of 
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tobacco, one rouble and a half; forty pounds of flour, 
five roubles; ten pounds of butter, fix roubles ; a barrel 
of brandy of eighteen pints, fifty roubles; and in propor- 
tion to thefe values they barter or purchafe one fable’s 
fkin for one rouble ; one black fox’s fkin, three roubles ; 
one bear’s fkin, half a rouble; fifty fkins of the northern 
{quirrel, (petit gris).one rouble ; one hundred {kins of the 
white rabit, one rouble ; a i fkins of ermins, one 
rouble, &c. &c. 

The Voivode of this province, after having fupplied us 
with fix elks and twenty pounds of flour for our provifion, 
difpatched us to Uftkotfkoy, a village fituated on the 
banks of the Lena, where we embarked in canoes, made 
of the bark of the birch, in order to haften our journey. 
We paffed down the river Lena, which runs by Jakutfzk, 
and after running through all the northern part of Siberia 
empties itfelf into the frozen fea. Our voyage by water 
was very commodious and agreeable on account of the 
beauty of the feafon, and we happily arrived at Jakut{zk 
on the 20th of Auguft, where we were all lodged in one 
houfe, having for our guard only four foldiers, commanded 
by a ferjeant “who relieved our conduétor. 

The town of Jakutfzk, which is fituated in the fixty- 
fecond degree of north latitude, is the capital of a province 
of the fame name. It is compofed of 130 houfes and a 
fortrefs, the whole built of wood, and inhabited either by 
exiles or cofiacks, a kind of military which the govern- 
ment has formed by enrolling all the male children of 
the Swedes and Germans formerly exiled into Siberia. 
This troop is ufually employed by government to levy 
tribute on the Tartars who are fubje&t to Ruflia. Their 

number, 
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number, in the year 1764, amounted to twelve thoufand 
armed men. , . 

During our ftay at this place I became acquainted 
with feveral Greek merchants to whom the Emprefs had 
granted the exclufive privilege of the fur trade in this 
province, in confideration of the fum of thirty thoufand 
roubles. They affured me they had already gained above 
eighty thoufand roubles befides the purchafe money ; but 
that being obliged to fhare that fum with governors and 
minifters, for the fupport of their rights, this trade had 
not been extremely advantageous, efpecially fince the 
war with Turkey had, during the laft three years, inter- 
rupted the freedom of commerce. I likewife became 
acquainted with feveral exiles, from whom I learned that 
there were thirty-five officers exiled in that town, and 
that their number in that fingle province amounted to 
four hundred and twenty-five men. All thefe unfortunate 
perfons lamented the departure of Monf. de Brin, a 
Frenchman, Colonel in the fervice of Ruffia, who had, 
during five years, been Voivode of the province; and 
who, unfortunately for them, had been relieved by a 
Ruffian as remarkable for his cruelty and barbarity as his 
predeceffor was for his generofity and goodnels. 

On the third day after my arrival in this city I re- 
ceived a vilit from the Sieur Hoffman, a Surgeon, who 
was fent from Peterfburgh to Kamchatka, to exercife his 
profeffion as Surgeon Major of the Government, with a 
falary of one thoufand five hundred roubles. At our 
firft meeting I perceived, from his converfation, that he 
poflefied a penetrating mind and a worthy and amiable 
difpofition. The account I gave of my misfortunes, and 

| the 


~-SCOUNT ve BENYOWSKY. - és 


the excefs of barbarity under which I had long fuffered,: 
affected him greatly; and as he confidered his miffion 
to Kamchatka as an exile, he did not hefitate to pro- 
pofe, without any previous overture from me, his opinion 
that on our arrival at Kamchatka, we fhould direé& our 
attention to an efcape by the way of fea, either to Japan 
or China; and that he faw no other difhculty than the 
procuring failors to conduét the veffel, which he pro- 
pofed to purchafe under the pretence of employing it in 
fifhing. This propofition convinced me that he was 
determined to fhare my fate. I therefore affured him 
that he needed not be uneafy with regard to navi- 
gating the veflel, becaufe I was fufficiently capable of 
undertaking that tafk by virtue of the experience I had 
acquired during feveral voyages. I likewife informed 
him that it was with the greateft fatisfaG@tion that I 
learned his refolution, which I had myfelf conceived and 
formed from the firft inftant that I heard that Kam- 
chatka was the place of my exile; and that provided he 
continued in the fame opinion, and kept the moft pro- 
found fecrecy, I would anfwer for its fuccefs. | 

From that day our difcourfe was continually dire@ted 
to the means of fecuring our efcape. I ran no hazard in 
making this propofal to my companions, who, during the 
whole journey, had fhewn me the moft particular refpeé, 
which was increafed by the junction of Mr. Hoffman, who 
united himfelf to us by oath, | | 

On the 29th of Auguft the company elected me their 
chief; it was compofed of Mr. Hoffman; Major Win- 
bladth, Captain Panow, Captain Hoppolite Stephano, 
Colonel Baturin, and Secretary Sopronow. The ardent 
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defire which we all had to carry our defign into execu- 
tion, induced us to ufe our endeavours with the Voivode 
to difpatch us to Ochoezk, a fea port in Siberia, from 
whence we were to embark for Kamchatka. He readily 
acceded to our wifhes, and difpatched us on the agth of 
the fame month under the guard of two Szottnik, or cap~ 
tains, with twelve Coffacks under their command. Mr. 
Hoffman unfortunately could not depart with us, on 
account of the neceffity of carrying his efteé&ts with him. 
On our departure from Jakutzk we were attended by 
moft of the exiles, who regaled us with a good dinner 
on the banks of the river Lena. Among thefe unhappy 
men were two Ruffian Lords, of the family of Gurgiew, 
both young, who, after having ferved in the guards of 
the Emprefs, were exiled by her orders on the death 
of the late Emperor. The new manner of travel- 
ling on fledges drawn by elks was very agreeable to us. 
The {wiftnefs and agility with which thefe animals run 
can hardly be conceived, and their manner of fubfifting 
is {till more furprifing: an handful of mofs mixed with 
urine, enables them to fupport the fatigue of three or 
four days. 

The fixth day after our departure we arrived on the 
banks of the river Tola, where we were obliged to re- 
main two days, becaufe our conduétor thought proper to 
employ that time in vifiting the Tartar chiefs of the 
hord Jakutti, to extort prefents from them, of which 
they brought a tolerable large quantity in {kins of mar- 
tins, foxes, and rofzomak, an animal peculiar to this 
province. Its figure nearly refembles that of the European 
wolf, and its fkin has fame appearance, excepting 

that 
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that its colour is a gloffy black. The women in Si- 
beria make bonnets of this fkin. 

On the third of September we paffed the river Tola, 
and continued our journey without interruption thus far, 
excepting a difference which happened among our 
conduétors, during the time our camp was pitched on 
the banks of this river, where they made a ftop for the 
purpofe of gambling, an occupation which they had 
ftrenuoufly followed ever fince our departure from 
Jakutzk. One of the Coffacks having loft all his pro- 
vifions in play againft the chief, thought proper to. 
indulge himfelf in fome difrefpe@ful expreflions, upon 
which the Commander ordered the Coflacks to tie him 
up and give him one hundred lafhes with the whip. 
Inftead, however, of executing the orders of their com~ 
mander, the Coffacks took the part of the culprit, and 
after having ftripped their officer naked, entertained him 
with more than three hundred ftripes; an operation, 
which, though we bore no part in it, neverthelefs afforded 
us fome diverfion. 

This adventure was quickly followed by an event 
which greatly alarmed us. We were informed by a 
Coffack, fent exprefs from Jakutzk, that Mr. Hoffman 
was dead, and that, after his deceafe, the governor had 
found certain interefting papers among his effects, which 
he had forwarded to the governor of Ochoczk, in a 
packet, to be put into the hands of our conductor, 
addreffed to Mr. Plenifner, Commandant of that town, 
recommending to him not to fend us to Kamchatka. 
This relation convinced us that the Sieur Hoffman had 
either written fome letters to his friends at Peterfburg, 
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in which. he informed them of his proje@, or that he had 
made fome notes relative to our affair. After many 
fuppofitions, we concluded that the Governor at leaft 
fufpected our project, if he was not entirely convinced of 
it; and that he had fent difpatches to the Governor of 
Ochoczk, in confequence of which, it was probable we 
might be fent to prifon a fecond time. In this fituation, 
I propofed to my. companions to feize the packet and 
change the contents by the affiftance of Mr. Sophronow, 
who having been Secretary, might draw up a letter to 
our advantage, to be included among the other papers. 
.My propofition was accepted by my companions, and we 
immediately. determined to avail ourfelves of every means 
of executing it. An opportunity foon after prefented 
itfelf. On the 11th of September, as we were pafling 
the river Aldan in boats, our clks at the fame time 
fwimming over, the boat in which our conduétor . was 
placed with his difpatches was overfet by the malice of the 
Coffacks ; who, after having well flogged him, were de- 
firous of playing another trick, to difembarrafs themfelves 
entirely of his company. It was a happy circumftance 
for him that he was a good fwimmer, and. quickly 
reached the fhore. The readinefs with which I ran to 
his affiftance, and the fufpicions he had of his Coffacks, 
led him to attach himfelf to me, and that more efpecially, 
becaufe he obferved that my companions treated me with 
re{pect, and of courfe that I might be very ufeful in de- 
fending him, in cafe the Coffacks fhould hereafter make 
any attempts againit his fafety. eg 

his rough. paflage over the river Aldan obliged our 
conductors to halt, in order to dry their cloaths, and I 
Es rae feized 
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feized the occafion to treat them with brandy, at the 
fame time that I engaged them in a gaming party. My 
ftratagem fucceeded fo well, that after having confumed 
nine pints of brandy, they every one fell afleep. During 
this period of infenfibility we feized the difpatches, 
which we found drawn up in fuch terms as were calcu- 
lated to render our captivity extremely wretched, and 
{hewed that we had every reafon to congratulate ourfelves 
on the lucky chance which offered itfelf. The letter of 
the commandant of Jakutzk to the commanding officer 
of Ochoczk was to the following effed :— 

_ & The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Roftarguew,.con- 
“© duét fix prifoners of ‘fate, fent by order of the Senate 
‘¢ as exiles to Kamchatka, whom you are defired to con- 
‘© fine in prifon without delay, and keep them fafe 
** until you fhall receive from me more ample informa- 
* tion refpecting their conduct. and defigns,:- in order 
“ that you may then examine them with the utmoft 
“* ftridtnefs. My prefent knowledge refpecting them 1s 
‘as follows: On their arrival at Jakutzk I took pity on 
‘¢ them, and allowed them the liberty of walking about 
“the town; but they abufed my favour, by exciting 
‘© feveral of the exiles to revolt, and one in particular 
“* among them, named Maurice Auguitovicz, has been 
‘¢ artful enough to gain over to his intereits the furgeon 
‘* Hoffman, who promifed to join with him at Kamchat- 
«« ka, to procure a fhip, that they might deliver all the 
‘¢ exiles of Kamchatka. I was informed of this abomi- 
“ nable project by one of the exiles, to whom the Sieur 
‘« Hoftman had fpoken in confidence before his deceafe. 
‘‘ T have found feveral papers among. his effects after his 
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death, which I do not underftand, becaufe written in 
the German language, but which I fend you, in hopes 
that you may be able to difcover their contents. 
Suppofing, however, that thefe wretches have no 
other defign than that of making their efcape, which, 
however, I do not conceive to be the cafe, it becomes 
neceflary to look ftrictly after them, and I advife you 
not to fend them to Kamchatka this year. I fhall 
tran{mit an account of this event in my firft difpatches 
to the Senate, and requeft their orders, which you 
cannot receive in lefs than a year.”’ 

We examined the other papers of the Sieur Hoffman, 
t found nothing which tended to betray us. There 


was no other paper among the difpatches but the go- 
vernor’s letter, which could have injured us, for which 
reafon we contented ourfelves with changing it for ano- 
ther, to the following tenor. 
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ke Sir, 

“¢ The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Roftarguew, con- 
du@ fix prifoners of ftate, fent into exile to Kam- 
chatka, by order of the Senate. After I became ac- 
quainted with them, I found their behaviour fuch as 
led me to intereft myfelf in their favour, and con- 
vinced me that they are all men of honour, efpecially 
the two foreigners, who are merely prifoners of war. 
My difpofition to aflift the unfortunate induces me to 
write to you in their favour. Is it not practicable to 
allow them a certain degree of liberty in your town, 
to preferve them from the feurvy, a diforder which is 
fo dangerous in your port? You will run no rifk in 
allowing thefe unfortunate men a certain degree of 
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‘¢ liberty, for it is impoffible that they fhould make an 
‘© all ufe of your confidence. The furgeon Hoffman, 
‘¢ who was about to repair to Kamchatka, is dead, and 
‘¢ [have no perfon to appoint in his place. One of thefe 
“* prifoners is of the fame profeflion. I fee no incon- 
‘¢ venience in recommending him to the governor of 
‘© Kamchatka, who being unprovided will, doubtlefs, be 
*¢ olad to avail himfelf of his fervices. The papers 
“© which accompany this belong to the late Mr. Hoffman, 
“6 { fend them that you may procure a tranflation, and 
*¢ afford fome explanation relative to his property, as I 
“ have reafon to think he poffefled fomé fhare in the 
‘ company of hunters. With every wifh for your prof- 
® perity, Lam, &c.” | 

After having thus carried our project into execution, 
we difmified our fears, and our fatisfaction was complete 
when we were affured, after the waking of our conduc- 
tors, that they had not obferved any alteration in the 
packets. We continued our journey peaceably enough 
to the river Inna, on the banks of which we arrived on 
the 2coth of September. The prodigious quantity of 
fifh which we obferved in this river caufed us to remain 
on the {pot two days, when we departed with a confider- 
able provifion of fifh, and continued our journey con- 
{tantly due eaft. We paffed over very lofty mountains 
and dreadful precipices. The cold was fo extreme near 
the fummits of the mountains, that two of our conduc- 
tors were frozen to death. 
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VILLAGE OF JUDOMA. SLEDGES DRAWN BY DOGS. ARRIVAL AT 
OCHOCZK. DESCRIPTION OF THAT TOWN AND HARBOR. STATE OF 
ITS COMMERCE. THE EXILES EMBARK FOR KAMCHATKA. ‘THEIR 
DANGEROUS PASSAGE. | 


Q)% the 29th we arrived at a village compofed of fix 
houfes, inhabited by exiles, and fituated on the 
banks of the river Judoma. At this place we were pro- 
vided with fledges drawn by dogs, for the reft of our 
journey to Ochoczk. Though Judoma is compofed 
only of fix wretched houfes, the place is well known, 
becaufe it is the rendezvous of feveral Tungufe nations, 
and fome hords of Mongols, who repair thither to trade 
with the hunters [promifleny]. It is by this contraband 
intercourfe that the moft beautiful fkins pafs into China 
without paying any duties; and it would be dificult for 
government to put a {top to it, becaufe all the Coffacks, 
and their chiefs, are interefted. In the month of No- 
vember they meet at Judoma, to the number of four or 
five hundred armed men; befides which it is a part of 
the policy of government to wink at this contravention, 
as it would be dangerous to excite the Siberians to revolt; 
the flighteft difturbance would arm the inhabitants, and, 
if this fhould once happen, Siberia would be for ever loft to 
Ruiiia. | 7 

After our departure from Judoma we paffed over a_ 
dreadful chain of mountains, where we were exceffively 
fatigued, becaufe we were entirely ignorant of the manner 
of driving the dogs. More than once I fell down defcents 
of 
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fledges ;- ; but it is one fortunate circumftance, that in 
this country there is no falling-but among fnow, fo that I 
fuffered little mare:on-thefe o¢cafions.than a few bruifes. 
When we, had crofled.the mountains our journey was 
more agreeable, ' ‘for. we -pafled without danger along the 
banks of the river Urak, where, if my fituation had been 
lefs wretched, I might have-received fome pleafure from 
the profpect: around me. It confifted. of immenfe i moun- 
tains, ftanding feparate: onthe vaft extent. of a fea .of 
{now ;, a view. which affeéted the mind. with a fenfe of 
magnificence and terror united. : 

‘On the 16th of O&ober we at lat pa mg at Chick 
ee we were. immediately conduétedto the Chancery, 
and thence to our refpective quarters, with four Goflacks 
and an Attamen or Corporal, as guards for each. The 
commanding officer of. this town, and of the whole pro- 
vince, was Mr. Plenifner, a native of Courland, exiled in 
the time of the Emprefs Elizabeth. I cannot determine 
whether we were indebted to our ftratagem of counter- 
feiting a letter from the Voivede of Jakutzk, or to his 
natural difpofition, for.the goodnefs he fhewed tous. On 
the firft day of our arrival we were very commodioufly lodged 
in the houfes of towns-people, who were in very good 
circumftances, and it was at the fame time intimated to 
us, that we might enjoy full liberty, and go out when- 
ever we pleafed, provided we took a guard with us. 

The town of. Ochoczk is fituated in fifty-nine degrees 
feventeen minutes north latitude, and three hundred and 
forty-eight. degrees ten minutes longitude, from the me- 
ridian of Kamchatka, It is very indifferently built of 
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wood, and ftands on the banks of the river Ochota, the 
mouth of which is defended by what they call a fortrefs, 
though it is nothing moxe than a fimple {quare furrounded 
with pallifades, and provided with a four-pounder at each 
angle. The garrifon of this fortrefs is neverthelefs compofed 
of four hundred and eighty foldiers, all exiles from the 
European troops. The town contains three hundred and 
twenty-two houfes, inhabited by exiles, who, fince the 
ear 1741, the time of the expedition of Captain Beer- 
mg, have applied themfelves to fea affairs. Their num- 
bey may-arnount to about nine hundred men. Ochoczk is 
the ftorehoufe of the commerce of Kamchatka. The 
Governor is nominated chief of all the colleges, of which 
there are four, eftablifhed at this place, viz. the College 
tf Admiralty, the College of War, the College of Com- 
merce, and the College of Police and Adminiftration. 
Thefe denominations at firft appeared ftriking and im- 
portant to me, but the charm foon difappeared, when I 
found that the members who compofed them were brutes, 
whofe only merit was placed in continual licentioufnefs. 
and debauchery. I have often feen many of thefe members. 
five or fix days together in a continued ftate of intoxica- 
tion. Therich furs which the Koraks, Lamuths and T'un- 
gufes, who are in fubjection to the Ruffian government, 
and whofe number amounts to forty-two thoufand 
fouls, pay as a tribute to government, and of which the 
impofition is arbitrarily varied, according to intereft of 
thefe members, who in turn perform the funétion of 
Colleétor, fupply them with the means of obtaining 
ftrong liquors, whatever may be their prices, and they do 
not fail to drown their cares in brandy. 
Two 
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Two years before my arrival a battery had been erected 
on the point of land which clofes the entrance of the 
river, in order to defend the town from the incurfions of 
the independent Koraks and Tfuktly, two favage nations 
who inhabit the northern part of the province, and are irre- 
concileable enemies of the Ruflians. They maintain a cor- 
refpondence with the fubjected Koraks and the Tungufes, 
which circumftance finds government fufficient butfinefs 
to prevent their confederation. The difpofition of thefe 
people caufed an alarm in the government during my ftay; 
for thirty Cofflacks having deferted from Ochoczk gave 
them reafon to fear that their defign was to collec thefe 
nations together ; but this apprehenfion was diflipated by 
the information which was received, that the deferters 
had dire@ed their courfe towards the river Amur. 

The port of Ochoczk, which at the deepeft contains 
no more than nineteen feet of water, is formed by the 
river Ochota, which in its courfe has worn a bay. The 
entrance is N.;W. I found in the port two veil- 
fels of two hundred and fifty tons each, and eleven 
others, the largeft of which was three ee ae and fifty 
tons burthen, and the {malleft eighty. Thefe vefiels were 
defigned either to make difcoveries on the coaft of Cali- 
fornia, or to carry provifions to the different ports of 
Kamchatka, or were freighted by individuals, who make 
expeditions in the iflands Kurilles, Aleuthes, and Alakfa, 
to chafe beavers, foxes, and bears. The harbour-matter, 
Lieutenant Sind, informed me, that during the laft year the 
Captains Kreniezin and Levafcheff, who were fent by 
order of the Emprefs on a voyage of difcovery, had 
armed two veflels, one the St. Peter and St. Paul, and the 
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éther named the! Elizabeth, with which they departed to 
éxamine the coaft of California; but that they returned 
without: doing any thing, under the pretence that their 
crews had mutinied; though the true reafon for their 
want of fuccefs confifted i in their said and want of 
experience. 
Being defirous of oils by my ftay i in thik dials 
I inquired of different perfons concerning the interefts 
of Ruflia, the population of Siberia, the hiftory of the 
country, the cuftoms, manners, and ufages of ‘its inha- 
bitants, their prejudices, and treaties between one na- 
tion and another; but as this fubject is in fome refpect 
foreign to the purpofe intended in the prefent. narrative, I 
fhall content myfelf with annexing my ideas ‘in ‘the form 
of a fupplement to the prefent memoir, and fhall only 
obferve in this place, that Ochoczk and Kamchatka are 
become places of great importance to Ruflia, from the 
yearly increafe of revenue their commerce affords to that 
empire. The following is a fhort ftatement of what I 
learned from the Secretary of the Chancery : The impor- 
tation of beaver fkins, one year with another, amounts to 
{ixteen thoufand ; of fables twenty-three thoufand ; of er- 
mines one handed and eighty-four thoufand ; oF ‘black 
foxes two thoufand five hundred; of roffomaks feven thou- 
fand ; of the common fox Cities thoufand ; of the nor-. 
thern fquirrel thirty-fix thoufand ; of pefei and rabbits 
twenty-five thoufand ; of fea wolves fix thoufand ; and 
of bears four or five thoufand. Thefe articles are conveyed 
to Jenifeifk, in exchange for brandy, tobacco, flour, 
coarfe cloth, filk, &c. the intrinfic value of which does 
not exceed two hundred thoufand roubles, though the 
amount 
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amount of the fale of the furs in China is near two millions 
of roubles. From this ftatement it is evident that Ruffia 
cannot but gain immenfe capitals by this commerce. 

- The time of my ftay at Ochoczk was very agreeable ; 
but as I had reafon to fear that the governor of Jakutzk 
would difcover our plot in his next difpatches, I per- 
fuaded my companions unanimoufly to requeft orders 
for our departure, and to engage the governor to difmifs 
us: for Kamchatka as foon as poffible. This officer was 
likewife urged by its being the feafon to difpatch veffels 
to Kamchatka, and accordingly embarked us on board — 
the packet St. Peter and St. Paul, of two hundred and 
forty tons burthen, with eight pieces of cannon and 
forty-three men, commanded by the Sieurs Efuryn and 
Koroftilow ; their lading was one hundred and forty-two 
facks of flour, each containing one hundred pounds ; two 
hundred barrels of brandy, each containing twenty-five 
pints; and the reft of the cargo belonged to feveral mer- 
chants, by whom it was freighted. On our arrival on board 
we were received very roughly by the fecond in command, 
who, after having indulging himfelf in a fet of invectives, 
caufed us to be chained and confined before the maft, with 
erders. to employ usin the meaneft labour. As we had 
already been accuftomed to a fmal} portion of liberty, 
our fituation afflicted us not a little; but it lafted only 
one day, for on the arrival of the captain we were de- 
livered from our fetters, and had the fatisfaction to fee 
our enemy punifhed with fifty ftrokes of the knout for 
having acted without orders. 

The journal of our navigation is not fufficiently inte- 
refting to be given indetail; I fhall, therefore, fpeak = 
© 
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of the leading circumftances. On the 22d of November we 
dropped down the river to its mouth, where we moored in 
two fathoms and three quarters water, the wind being north. 
On the 23d we fet fail, the wind having changed to the 
north-weft, with a very hollow fea and confiderable cold. 
On the 24th a violent tempeft arofe, which obliged us to 
lay-to, the wind being then fouth-weft; the gale in- 
creafed in the night, and the Captain, with all his men, 
having got drunk on the occafion, a favourable opportu- 
nity prefented itfelf to feize this veffel, thus abandoned 
to the fury of the elements. Unfortunately for us, how- 
ever, the {well of the fea, and repeated fqualls of wind, 
prevented our executing an attempt of this nature. On 
the 25th in the night the wind, after veering all round 
the compafs, fixed at north-eaft, and continued to blow 
with extraordinary violence. About three in the morning. 
our main-maft {fprung, and we carried away the mizen- 
topmaft; fo that nothing remained ftanding but the mizen- 
maft. The noite of thefe difafters roufed the captain, who 
crawled out of his cabin to give us orders, but part of the 
wreck falling upon him, broke his arm, and rendered him 
incapable of attending his duty, in which, indeed, he would 
have had no opportunity of difplaying much manage- 
ment, as the whole of our mafts, yards, and rigging, was 
nearly unferviceable. In this fituation of extreme necef- 
fity we redoubled our efforts to repel the danger, and 
the failors, drunk as they were, feemed well aware of 
the utility of our fervices. Some of them joined us, 
and with hearty curfes on their officers for ignorant 
and drunken wretches, fwore that they would obey our 
: _ orders. 
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orders. The captain, who was likewife perfuaded that 
he was indebted to our efforts for his prefervation, and 
being afraid to put the command into the hands of his 
mate, whom he had hitherto kept in irons, declared loudly 
that he entrufted the condué of the veffel to my care till 
he fhould be himfelf able to attend to it. 

On the 26th about noon the wind flackened, and after 
much labour I fet the fore-fail by paffing a ftay from the 
bowfprit to the ftump of the main-maft. At five in the 
afternoon the wind changed to north-weft, and flackened, 
fo that we fet the mizen and mizen-ftay-fail ; but we could 
not keep her to her courfe long, for the wind changed 
again to eaft-fouth-eaft, which obliged me to clofe haw], in 
which fituation we made our courfe good between fouth 
and fouth one quarter weft. On the 27th we faw land, 
and by a meridian obfervation the latitude was fifty-four 
degrees feventeen minutes. The failors afirmed that the 
land was the ifland of Sachalin. Our fituation tempted 
me to feize this occafion of efcaping from flavery : 
I therefore propofed to the crew to anchor on the coaft 
of Korea, to repair our mafts and trim our cargo, which 
had fhifted in fuch a manner as to endanger our over- 
fetting, in cafe we-fhould be vifited by a gale of wind 
like the former. Notwithftanding this, however, all 
the rhetoric I could ufe was incapable of prevailing 
over the crew, who, being encouraged by the appear- 
ance of fettled weather, obliged me to bear away from 
the coaft of Korea. It was in vain that I made ufe of 
jron and garlick to falfify the compais. This ftratagem, 
perhaps, might have fucceeded if the wind had not 
changed ; but it fuddenly fet in between the fouth-weft 
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and fouth fouth-weft, and thus forced me, in fpite of 
of my inclination, to direct my courfe for Kamchatka. 
On the rft of December we difcovered land, which the 
failors perceived to be the mountain of Alakfa, and from 
their information refpecting the land marks I — 
the veffgl into the mouth of the Bolfa. 
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ARRIVAL AT KAMCHATKA. CONFERENCE WITH SOME EXILES THERE. 
THEY WAIT UPON THE GOVERNOR, AND RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS, 
VILLAGE OF THE EXILES. ORDINANCES OF THE CZAR PETER 
FOR THEIR REGULATION. | 


N the 2d, at high water, we entered the port; and 

in this place my command terminated. On the 3d 

we were fet on fhore, and lodged ina yourth, which is 
a kind of houfe built of earth, the roof alone being 
vifible above ground. We were guarded by four fol- 
diers, eight Coflacks, and a ferjeant. About noon we 
faw feveral veffels, which dropped down the river ; 
they were of the kind called Bajdara in the language of 
the country, formed of very thin planks, faftened 
together with whalebone, or covered with fea wolves 
fkins, well fewed together. One of thefe veffels con- 
veyed a Ruffian officer with ten Coffacks, deputed from 
the Governor of Kamchatka to receive the packets from 
court, and take the exiles under his guard. The 
officer 
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officer went firft on board the veffel, and afterwards 
on fhore, where he relieved our guard by his Coffacks. 
A certain fomething, which, according to his own ex- 
preflion, ftruck him at firft fight of me, excited his curi- 
ofity to know who I was, which I fatisfied laconically by 
anfwering, ‘* a foldier, once a general, but now a flave.”’ 
This anfwer furprized him, and, as he has fince protefted, 
conciliated his efteem. When he learned that my com- 
panions were likewife officers, he prefented us with a 
dinner according to the cuftom of the country, which 
confifted of boiled fifth, roafted fifh, and fifth powdered and 
made into bread. This cookery would have difgufted 
famine itfelf, but the thing which the moft effectually 
overfet my ftomach was the drink ; it was compofed of 
fifh putrified in water, the corruption of which gives the 
water a certain fournefs. During the dinner, at which 
it might be of fome fervice to the epicures of our great 
towns to have been prefent, the converfation turned on 
the manners and cuftoms of the country, and the con- 
clufion in every cafe was, that there is not a more 
miferable country on the face of the earth. © After dinner 
the officer caufed us to embark in his boats, two in each, 
and conducted us to the town called Bolforetzkoy 
Oftrogg. 

After rowing four verftes we met four veficls, with 
men on board very well cloathed. They ftopped 
to queftion us concerning Europe, but when they were 
informed by our guards that we were exiles, we were 
furprized to behold their change of countenance, and the 
joy and fatisfaction, which they could not conceal. We 
fuppofed their offers of fervice and demonftrations of 
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gladnefs were mockery, and as we thought ourfelves 
juftly offended, we threatened vengeance if they con- 
tinued to infult our misfortunes, and moft affuredly 
we fhould have returned the fuppofed infult, if the 
commander of our convoy had not informed us 
that our quarrel was founded in mifunderftanding, 
and affured us that our fuppofed antagonifts were 
companions in misfortune, being exiles as well as 
ourfelves. The fimilarity of our fate and misfortunes 
produced an inftantaneous friendfhip, and their firft 
tranfports of joy, which were founded only on the hope 
of finding fome confolation in our fociety, were fueceeded 
by tears. They gave us an affecting aecount of their 
fituation, and the cruelty with which they were treated ; 
and their recital confirmed us in the opinion, that there 
is no flavery more dreadful than that of an exile at Kam- 
chatka. I affured them that we fet the higheft value on 
their good wifhes, andin the name of all my compa- 
nions teftified our ardent defire to continue in friend{hip, 
and maintain an indiffloluble conne@tion with them. 
This firft moment of converfation afforded me a favour- 
able opportunity of eftablifhing a fyftem of union among 
the exiles; for they did not fail to inform me that many 
among themfelves were continually caballing about the 
governor, in hopes of gaining his favour at the expence 
of their companions. My obfervations on this fubjec& 
appeared to act f{trongly upon them, and they protefted 
that they would embrace the earlieft opportunity of 
affembling all our friends, to determine upon the efta- 
hivthanent. of a certain order among them, and that they 
believed they could not do better than to acknowledge me 

as 
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as their chief, &c. This declaration was very flattering 
to me, and I have fince been perfectly convinced of the 
advantages of the fteps they propofed to take. 

The officer fearing to be benighted, preffed us to 
continue our journey. Our new companions changed. 
their courfe to accompany us, and during this {hort 
voyage the aflurances and proteftations of the moft 
fincere friendfhip were a hundred times repeated. They 
promifed that we fhould find conveniencies in their ha- 
bitations fufhicient to permit us to reft a few days after 
our fatigue ; but that it would foon after be neceffary 
to labour, in order to fecure ourfelves from famine. 
Their accounts of the place entirely difheartened my 
companions ; but as to myfelf, who have always laid it. 
down as a principle to do every thing in my power to 
prevent the greateft evils, to overcome the prefent, and 
to give myfelf little concern for the future, I was only 
attentive to fuch parts of their narration as tended to 
render me acquainted with our fituation, and the pofli- 
bility of delivering ana from it. My conclufions 
were nearly au Tollanes That liberty was — to 
us merely for the cme of earning a fubfiftence, of 
which we could not affure ourfelves without the moft 
unremitted labour. 2. That is was of the greateft 
confequence that I fhould gain the favour of the gover- 
nor, in ordcr to obtain permiffion, on fome future oc- 
cafion, to arm a veffel to hunt the beaver, in order that 
we might make our efcape on that farft occafion. 
3. That it was neceffary to eftablifh an union among 
all the exiles, and to caufe them to adopt a certain 
deference tor me. 4. That it was abfolutely neceflary 
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to invent fome method of keeping the fecret, on the 
confidence of which I might be enabled to confer with 
many individuals refpeéting our departure. 2 

My mind was fo occupied in the adjuftment of thefe 
concerns that I paid very little attention to the cir- 
cumftances of our voyage: we arrived, therefore, infen- 
fibly, at the clofe of the day, to the town; where, on 
our landing, we were fhut up in a houfe oppofite the 
fortrefs. On the ath, at ten in the morning, we were 
conducted by our guards before the governor, Mr. Nilow, 
who having been informed of the fervices I had per- 
formed in the courfe of our navigation, received me very 
civilly, and thanked me for the care and pains I had 
taken in preferving the fhip. After which he feparately 
examined us refpecting our quality, caufes of our exile, 
&c. and laftly ordered us to go before the fecretary of 
the chancery, Mr. Sudeikyn, who, he informed us, 
would give us more ample inftructions refpecting our fu- 
ture fituation, which, as far as depended upon himéfelf, 
he would not fail to mitigate, provided we behaved 
ourfelves with obedience, and performed our duty in a 
peaceable manner, by remitting the hyaflak or tribute 
to the chancery which fhould be prefcribed. After this 
fine fpeech he caufed us to be led to the fecretary, whom 
we found in the chancery office ; the governor’s fervant 
put a paper into his hands, which he read, and then 
affured us that we might efteem it a great happinefs that 
we were fent to Kamchatka, as there was not a better 
difpofed gentleman in the whole world than the gover-. 
nor; and that, with regard to himfelf, he was a gentle- 
man of diftinction honoured with the peculiar confidence 
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of her Majefty the Emprefs ; and moreover, that he was 
difpofed to prote@ us in the moft effe@ual manner. I 
returned him our thanks for his goodnefs in interefting 
himfelf in favour of the unfortunate, and intreated him 
to inform us of our duty, and the mode of condué to 
which it was expeéted we fhould conform; in anfwer to 
this he acquainted us, 

1. That we fhould be fet at liberty on the following day, 
and provided with fubfiftence for three days, after which 
we muft depend upon ourfelves for our maintenance. 

2. That each perfon -would receive from the chan- 
cery, a mufquet and a lance, with one pound of powder, 
four pounds of lead, a hatchet, feveral knives, and other 
inftruments and carpenters tools, with which we might 
build cabins, and that we were at liberty to choofe our 
fituations at the diftance of one league from the town; 
but that we fhould be bound to pay in furs, during the 
firft year, each one hundred roubles, in return for thefe 
advantages. 

3. That every one muft work at the corvee one day 
in the week for the fervice of government, and that we 
might not abfent ourfelves from our houfes for twenty- 
four hours without the permiffion of the governor. 

4. That each exile fhould bring to the chancery fix 
fables jkins, fifty rabbits fkins, two foxes fkins, and 
twenty-four ermines per annum. 

After this information the fecretary difmiffed our 
guards, and caufed provifions for three days to be im- 
mediately diftributed, the whole confifting of nine 
pounds of dried ffh. We then quitted the chancery and 
went directly to the magazine to receive our arms and 
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utenfils, which were carefully delivered. to us according 
to our choice, for the ftore-keeper permitted us to choofe 
in confequence of our having promifed him fome. furs. 

It was with the greateft pleafure that I again beheld myfelf 
armed; and my companions received equal fatisfaction 
from the fame circumftance. When we came out of the 
magazine ‘we perceived twenty exiles, who had brought 
fome {ledges drawn by dogs to affift in carrying our 
charge, and who offered us the ufe of their cabins until we 
fhould have built our own. We accepted their invi- 
tation, and departed towards their home. Their repeated 
marks of civility were exceedingly fatiguing to us who 
were in a ftate of extreme hunger, but at length, about 
three in the afternoon, we arrived at their habitations, 
which formed a {mall village compofed of eight cabins, 
and the fame number of balagans, or magazines. In the 
centre of the village we perceived a long fquare building, 
which our new companions informed us was their public 
hal] of meeting. 

The number of thefe unfortunate men was twenty- 
three, and there were about thirty women living 
with them ; among thefe I remarked that a perfon of the 
name of Crutties poffeffed a confiderable degree of 
authority, and I foon perceived that it was his houfe 
into which we were received. He caufed us to fit in his 
yourt round the fire, while the women prefented us with 
brandy and dried fifh, and afterwards tea and butter; this 
breakfaft was followed by a dinner, which confifted en- 
tirely of fith, and we were not without a defert, com- 
pofed of caviar and cedar nuts. Our dinner pafled § in 
ereat filence, becaufe we were bufied in filling our empty 
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ftomachs ; but, when we had performed this tafk, the con- 
verfation bepan by enquiries on our part refpeding our 
prefent fituation: the accounts we received ferved only 
to render us more intimately acquainted with the extent 
of our misfortunes.. The following are the chief par- 
ey concerning which we were informed : 

That the ordinances of the Czar Peter enacted, that 
no pan could poffefs property ; and that in confequence 
of this edict the foldiers of the eaerifon frequently entered 
the houfes of the exiles and carried away whatever they 
pleafed, againft which depredation the exiles had no. 
remedy. 

2. That in cafe an exile fhould — been fo rafh as 
to ftrike a citizen or foldier, though upon ae 
he was condemned to die of hunger. 

3. That on account of their being declared exiles from 
civil fociety, every faithful fubject was prohibited from 
receiving them into their houfes. 

4. That their lives being granted them for no other pur- 
pofe than to implore the mercy of God and the remiffion 
of their fins, they could be employed only in the meaneft 
works to gain their daily fubfiftence. 

The knowledge of thefe articles made. me tremble 
with horror and indignation; this, exclaimed I to myfelf, 
is the legiflation of a man revered by all Europe! But as 
I had no defign of patiently enduring the unhappy ftate 
of fuch a flavery, the account only encreafed my ardour 
and my efforts to deliver myfelf from it. As the firft 
ftep, I determined to fpeak privately to Mr. Cruf- 
diew, who had an afcendancy over the others; and 
who, on account of his having refided eight years at 
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Kamchatka, could eafily afford me every neceflary in- 
formation. 

After our converfation had turned for a confiderable 
time upon the difagreeable events of the life into which 
we were about to enter, and our hofts having affured us 
that there were fome among them who had groaned 
under this flavery for twenty-fix years, Mr. Panow, one 
of my companions, who during the whole difcourfe had 
appeared abforbed in contemplation, fuddenly exclaimed, 
<< How is it poffible, my friends, that brave men like you 
<¢ can have endured this unhappy fate without having 
‘« made fome attempt to deliver yourfeves from tyranny ? 
‘© You are afraid of death then, and 3 in this cafe I fear we 
¢¢ fhall find no true affociates in you.””—He would have 
continued his difcourfe, but Mr. Cruftiew made a fign to 
me to interrupt him, which I did by dire@ting the con- 
verfation to another fubject; but at the fame time I re- 
folved to afk the reafon a Mr. Cruftiew, why he ob- 
jected to our converfing in an open manner. 

Our entertainer caufed brandy and tea to be ferved, 
‘and propofed to his companions to receive. us in 
their cabins and fhare their provifions with us, ob- 
ferving to them that we fhould not be able to build 
new cabins during the winter. The congrefs applauded 
this propofition, and, to conciliate our union, we {wore a 
mutual friend{hip ; after which every one received a com- 
panion. My lot, in which I confefs there was a — 
management, gave me to Mr. Cruftiew. 
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EXILES. 


O° places of habitation being thus fettled, every one 
retired, and I feized the firft opportunity of being. 
alone with Mr. Cruftiew, to enquire the reafon why he 
had interrupted the difcourfe of Mr. Panow, at the fame 
time that I affured him I could not perfuade myfelf that 
any one amongft them could be fo bafe as to betray his 
companions: it is very true, replied he, my dear friend,. 
that you can have no reafon to think fo meanly of any of 
them, though it is very certain, that there are fome among 
us who would rather pafs the reft of their lives in this curfed. 
country than expofe themfelves to the mercy of the waves. 
But the moft humiliating circumftance is, that there are. 
among us fome wretches, who, in hopes of obtaining their 
liberty by: betraying our fecrets, would certainly lofe no 
time in communicating our projects to the governor ; 
for, continued he, there exifts a law, which is the only. 
one in favour of exiles, to the effet, tha tevery exile who. 
fhall have revealed to the governor any plot concerning his. 
authority, or relating the public peace, which may be. 
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carried on by other exiles, fhall be immediately fet at 
liberty. He ended his difcourfe by affuring me that his 
life and his utmoft exertions were entirely at my fervice ; 
that he would avail himfelf of the farft occafion to declare 
me chief of the fociety, and that, in a word, my principles 
and views fhould in future be the rule by which he 
would direé&t his own. We, therefore, referred the more 
ample confideration of our interefts till another occafion, 
when we propofed to determine the manner of executing 
an attempt, either to fet ourfelves at liberty, or faerifice 
our lives in the purfuit. 

Such was the iffue.of the firft day of my arrival, after 
which we retired to reft. I made many reflections on alk 
that had happened during the courfe of the day, and 
determined on the means of preferving the fecret . of 
whatever we might in future deliberate or conclude upon 
amonegft ourfelves. 

I perceive that I cannot in future relate the conti- 
nuation of my memoirs in the form’ of an hiftory, and 
fhall therefore proceed in the form of a journal. 

On the 5th, I arofe and examined the whole cabin, 
which appeared to be very well furnifhed; but what 
furprized me the moft agreeably was, an alcove of the 
fame kind as that in which I flept, which was filled with 
French, Ruffian, Englifh, German, and Latin books, 
placed in order. I found Anfon’s Voyage laying on a 
table, and began to read it with pleafure, but had fcarcely 
finifhed the firft page before Mr. Cruftiew entered and 
embraced me. Our firft converfation turned on_ this 
famous voyager, and my friend informed me that for fix 
years paft he had deliberated in his own mind on the 

means 
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means of quitting Kamchatka, and making his way to 
the Marian iflands. The account of the ifland of Ti- 
nian, as defcribed in that publication, had ftruck the 
imagination of Mr Cruftiew fo forcibly, that the ifland, 
in his opinion, was nothing lefs than paradife.. From 
this turn of mind, I determined to acquaint him with the 
refolution of myfelf and my companions, at. the fame 
time-propofing that he fhould join us. He joyfully ac- 
cepted my propofition, and kneeling before me, imme- 
diately took an oath of fidelity and obedience. He af- 
fured me likewife, that by his incorporation into our 
fociety, he fhould reinforce it with twenty other compa- 
nions ; but he requefted my permiflion to {peak to them 
concerning it. JI was delighted with an acquifition of 
fuch confiderable value, but confined myfelf to take his 
oath of conftant friendfhip, at the fame time that I beg- 
ged him not to a precipitately, but to wait for the ap- 
probation of our fociety; the rules of which I was en- 
deavouring to eftablifh for the purpofe of fecuring our 
mutual prefervation and regulating our condudt. 
After thefe preliminaries I informed my companions, 
and we eftablifhed a committee of the following members : 
 Myfelf, chief, 
Panow, 
Baturin, 
Stephanow, — 
~ Solmanow, 
_ Wynbladth, 
 Cruftiew, — 
Wafili, my old fervant. 
| N 2 At 
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_ At the opening of our-aflembly I addreffed the meet- 
ing as follows : 

‘« A variety of events has forced us to this place, where 
<¢ we find ourfelves oppreffed under one common misfor- 
“tune. We are all aware-of its cruelty and barbarity, 
‘Cand its duration threatens us with the moft dreadful 
“© confequences. The excefs of our misfortune ought, 
c¢ therefore, to lead us to feek our own fafety, by throw- 
‘¢ ing off this abominable yoke of flavery, to which in- 
«¢ juftice and defpotifm hath condemned us. The 
‘< equality of our unfortunate fituation renders our con- 
‘‘ “ditions equal: there can be no queltion therefore of 
“© preference among us in confequence of the titles 
‘¢ we may have formerly poffeffed, whether by birth 
‘or acquifition. At this moment we are equal 
‘< by the very nature of our fituation; and from this 
‘© point it is that I will proceed to propofe to you a 
“6 conftitution relative to ourfelves, in order that we 
‘© may, with perfect fafety, eftablifh a plan of operation, 
‘© the execution of which will lead us to liberty.”’ 

‘¢ From our own experience in the world we cannot 
‘¢ but be convinced, that no fociety can exift without 
‘¢ the choice of a perfon, to whom the fupremacy fhall 
‘‘ be intrufted. The choice of fuch a perfon ought 
‘‘ therefore to engage our firft attention. He fhall be 
‘* our creature, but at the fame time that we give him 
‘“ our confidence, it will be neceflary that we pay him 
‘© the moft perfe&t fubmiffion. In order to proceed 
‘¢ without delay to this nomination, I propofe the moft 
‘© fimple method ; namely, that every one fhall write the 
‘¢ name of the perfon on whom his choice fhall be fixed, 
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and the plurality of names fhall determine. When a 
chief fhall be thus eleéted, let him fwear to keep the 
following four articles : 

‘© r. That he fhall employ his utmoft abilities and 
every poffible means to form a plan, which he fhall 
carry into effe@.at the peril and rifk of his life. This 
oe fhall tend to fet us at liberty as early as pof- 
ible.”’ 

‘¢ 2, That he fhall not give any diftinguifhed preference 
to any perfon amongft us; but fhall inform the 
committee of every thing which he may think of ad- 
vantage relative to his operations.”’ 


«© 3, That in cafe the chief fhall be defirous of re- 


nouncing his plan, or {fhall remonftrate to that pur- 
pofe to the committee, or even fhall converfe to that 
effet with any individual feparately, he fhall be 
punifhed, ip/o faéfo, with death, and the committee 
fhall have the right to execute this fentence in what- 
ever manner may to them appear the moft expedient.”’ 
‘¢ 4. That after the chief fhall have made his oath he 
fhall receive a feparate oath from each of the indivi- 
duals who form the fociety, and that the oath fhall in 
fubftance be as follows : 
‘© x, That each member of the fociety fhall employ 
his utmoft exertions and abilities, at the peril of his 
life, to co-operate in. the execution of the plan which. 
fhall be adopted for the obtaining of liberty.” 
‘© 2. That having acknowledged the authority of his 
chief, he fhall obey him with the moft perfe& fub- 
miffion ; and that as he finds himfelf, by injuftice and. 
defpotifm, difcarded from all civil and political fociety, 
he 
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he will, without any reftrifion, obey the orders of 
the chief ele&, acknowledging him as his fovereign 
and mafter.”’ —_ 

‘© 3, That having rendered himfelf, by virtue of his oath, 


worthy of the confidence of the fociety without any 


teftriction, each individual fhall engage to keep the 
moft profound fecrecy concerning every thing which 
fhall have been treated or determined from that day 
forwards; and in cafe he fhall have betrayed this 
engagement, he fhall acknowledge himfelf, ip/o faéo, 
culpable, and worthy to be punithced with death, to 
which he fhall fubmit from the moment of his apof- 
tacy from the prefent oath ; fubmitting himfelf like- 
wife by the prefent ac to be the inftrument of exe- 
cution of every fentence of death which fhall be de- 
creed in the committee againit any other of the fociety, 
whomfoever he may be.” | | 

‘¢ After taking this oath, let the chief, with all the 
members of the fociety, eftablifh a fourth article, as 
follows : 

‘‘ 4. That if, in cafe of treachery, cither the chief, 
or any other perfon of the fociety, fhall fall into 
the hands of government, he fhall keep the moft 
profound fecrecy refpeéting their union; and the 
affociation fhall ufe the means, at the rifk and pe- 
ril of their lives, to take that perfon out of the 
hands of government, either by refcuing him by open 


force, or by providing him with poifon or arms to 


deliver himfeli from oppreffion.”’ ° | 
This fpeech was received with veneration, and I was 


convinced, from the countenance of my auditors, that 


they 
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they approved my propofitions. In confequence thereof 
every one took paper, and wrote a name according to 
his choice. Upon opening the papers, feven bore my 
name, and my paper that of Cruftiew, which determined 
them to nominate Mr. Cruftiew my fecond. We then 
proceeded to take our oaths, and I received thofe of the 
other members of the fociety. 

‘Such was the conclufion of my fecond day at Kam- 
chatka. After having fixed the meeting of the com- 
mittee for the roth of the month, Mr. Cruftiew declared 
that he had feveral friends to propofe as members of our 
fociety, to which I acceded, and fixed the time of their 
reception on the roth. 

On the 6th we met, in order to proceed in a body to 
pay our compliments to the governor. He received us,. 
and after having been informed that I fpoke feveral lan- 
guages, he appointed me mafter of languages. to his fon’ 
and his three daughters, in confideration of which he 
difpenfed me from all public work, and ordered the fame 
fubfiftence to be allowed me as to the foldiers of the 
gartifon. _ After having acquainted me with this deter-. 
mination, he called his children, and exhorted them to: 
be diligent, and learn whatever I might teach them. 

After this ceremony we waited upon- the chancellor,. 
who admitted us in the fame manner.. We found him: 
playing at ehefs with Koloffow, hettman of the Coffacks.. 
He ordered us to wait till the game was finified: ITap-. 
proached. the table and examined the ftate of the game.. 
My particular attention furprized the chancellor,. who: 
enquired if I underftood chefs; I anfwered in the af- 
firmative.. Soon. after, finding his own game defperate,. 

and,, 


96 MEMOIRS anv TRAVELS oF 


and, in his opinion, loft, he told me he would give me 
fifty roubles if I could win it. The hettman protefted 
that he would not play with an exile, as it was contrary 
to the laws, but the chancellor maintained that he might 
legally do it, as the laws prohibited only the communi- 
cation with exiles; and at laft the hettman, rather 
pigucd at the chancellor’s intimation that he was fearful 
of lofing the party, confented that I fhould play the 
game out. He had the advantage of a caftle, a knight, 
and two pawns. At the third move I uncovered my 
caftle, which ftood behind a bifhop and oppofite to the 
queen, at the fame time that I checked the king 
with my bifhop. The lofs of the queen fecured the 
game in my favour, fo that I foon gave the check-mate. 
At the end of the game I found that it had been 
played for five hundred roubles on a fide, and I immme- 
diately received the fifty roubles. The hettman being 
vexed, was defirous of having his revenge, and the chan- 
cellor confented to find money for my ftake. He difmified 
my companions, after prefenting them with two bottles 
of brandy, and detained me to play at chefs. I won 
three fucceflive games, which put two thoufand roubles 
into the chancellor's pocket, of which, my part amounted 
to one hundred and fifty roubles. At dinner time I re- 
tired, and foo: after, with great furprize, perceived the 
hettman clofe behind me. He called after me very civilly, 
and informed me that he had a projeét in his head, in 
which, if I would join, I fhould find it much to my ad- 
vantage ; but for my part I was apprehenfive that his lofs 
might make him my enemy, and therefore propofed to 
reftore the hundred and fitty roubles which had been 


pre- 
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prefented to me; at the fame time making the beft ex- 
cufes I could for what had happened. But my fears 
were foon diffipated when he difcovered his project ; 
which was, that I fhould play: againft fome rich mer- 
chants, who had won large fums. of money of him, and 
that if I had the good fortune to win he was certain of 
gaining an immenfe fum, of which the fafth part fhould 
be paid me on the fpot. , 

The fituation in which I found myfelf, and the want of 
money to carry my enterprize into execution, made me” 
determine to accept his propofition, and to affure him of 
the fortune of his rivals in this play. As foon as I} had 
given my confent, he forgot my fituation as an exile, and 
prefled me to goto dinner with him. I was received by 
his fami'y with great refpect; for he prefented me in the 
charaéter of an illuftrious, though unfortunate gentleman, 
to whom his family owed great obligations. At dinner 
we were furprized by feveral of the chief people of the 
town, but my entertainer, who, by his.charge, was the 
third perfon in the government, knew fo well how to 
manage the converfation, that he perfectly eftablifhed 
that depree of confideration, which he was defirous I 
fhould poffefs. At my departure he caufed me to be 
fupplied with provifions, namely, butter, falt meat, rice, 
and brandy fufficient, at leaft, to entertain my company 
five days. | . 

| When TF arrived at home I affembled my companions, 
and related 'to themevery thing that had happened. At the 
fight of my provifions ‘and the hundred and fifty roubles, 
they thought they beheld providence in perfon ; their 
hopes were ftill more highly elevated, when I informed 
-Vor. O | them 
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them of the plot in which I had engaged with the hett- 
man, againft the merchants. Our evening thus pafled with 
great chearfulnefs, and many were the caftles we built in 
the air. As foon as the company was gone, I employed 
myfelf in writing out copies in the Latin, French, and 
German languages, for my {cholars; and afterwards, 
enlivened by hope, I retired to reft, and enjoyed the moft 
refrefhing fleep. 


C H A PP. VI. 


THE COUNT ENTERS UPON. HIS OFFICE AS LANGUAGE-MASTER. THE 
GOVERNOR PRESENTS HIM WITH A FEMALE SLAVE, AND A SLEDGE 
DRAWN BY DOGS. A PROPOSAL MADE TO HIM BY SOME OF THE 
CHIEF GENTLEMEN OF THE TOWN TO. ESTABLISH A SCHOOL. A 
PARTY AT CHESS. AN EVENING’S ENTERTAINMENT. PARTIALITY 
OF MISS APHANASIA NILOW, THE GOVERNOR’S YOUNGEST DAUGH- 
TER, FOR THE COUNT. MADAME. NILOW APPROVES HER ATTACH- 
MENT. 


N the 7th, my late rifing obliged me to haften to 
the governor’s, where I found the younger part of 

the family affembled in the hall. I gave them the 
copies, and caufed them to fpell the words. The 
youngeft of the three daughters, whofe name was Aphe- 
nafia, who was fixteen years of age, propofed many: 
queftions concerning my thoughts in my prefent fitu- 
ation. Her queftions convinced me that her father had: 
given them fomc information concerning my birth and 
misfortunes. 
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misfortunes. I therefore gave them an account of my ad- 
ventures, at which my {fcholars appeared to be highly 
affected, but the youngeft wept very much. She was a 
beautiful girl, and her fenfibility created much emotion 
in my mind ;—but, alas, I was an exile. 
_ The governor afterwards came in and attended to m 
inftructions. He appeared exceedingly well fatisfied with 
my method, and informed me that he intended to prefent 
me with a Kamchatka female flave, a fledge, and two dogs. 
I thanked him for this favour, but obferved, that as an exile 
I could not poffefs any property, and that I was refolved to 
endure my fate with patience. He perfifted, however, in 
his refolution, and obferved that the fenate would not be 
difpleafed at his kindnefs for me, after having received 
an account of the effential fervice I had done the ftate, 
by preferving the veffel, with the lives and fortunes of 
the fubjeéts of the Emprefs. The goodnefs of his dif- 
pofition affected me greatly, and I thanked him with the 
utmoft fincerity ; after which I took my leave. But he 
detained me a fhort time, and ordered a fledge to be har- 
neffed, which he put into my hands, with a condudétor, 
whom he ordered to obey me. 
_ When I arrived with this new equipage, my com- 
anions cried out that miracles were revived ; and more 
efpecially, when I informed them of all that the go- 
vernor had faid, they verily believed themfelves delivered 
from the yoke of flavery under my proteétion. But 
Mr. Panow furprized the affembly by obferving, that 
they had no fuch reafon to rejoice, for the governor’s 
benevolence would flacken my zeal, and that afterwards, 
at the firft change of a governor, we fhould remain ex- 
2 pofed. 
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pofed to the mercy of the barbarians. He was going on 
with his difcourfe, when I judged it proper to interrupt 
him by renewing my oath, with every affurance of my 
being devoted to the good of the fociety. 7 
After dinner J received a vifit from the hettman, who 
was accompanied by Mefirs. Cafarinow and Rofcurakow, 
two principal merchants. After the firft civilities they pre- 
pofed to me to eftablith a {chool for the languages, arith- 
metic, and geography ; and, to enable me to undertake 
this, they made an offer of putting together an entire 
houfe, newly built, at any place where I might choofe 
to eftablifh a public {chool. I accepted their offers, on 
condition that they fhould. perfuade the governor to fend 
his children to this fcheol : becaufe, as I was obliged to 
repair every day to the governor’s, I fhould not otherwife 
have it in my power to fuperintend the public fchool. 
We concluded our arrangement with the condition, that I 
fhould receive five roubles per month for each child; 
that they fhould pay me befides half a ‘rouble for wand 
and lights; and laftly that they fhould contribute together 
to furnifh my houfe with moveables and a ftock of pro- 
vifions, together with a fervant to drefs my victuals. _ 
The more I reflected on the favourable change of my 
lituation, the more my hope increafed that I fhould be able 
in fafety to execute the plan I had formed for my deliver- 
ance. For the diftrefling image of a wife whom I loved, 
and who in my abfence, in a} probability, had given birth 
to an infant, prefented itfelf conftantly to my mind, and 
permitted me to receive no perfect fatisfacion. Abforbed 
in thefe reflections, I paid little attention to the conver- 
fation between my companions and our guefts ; but the 
hettman 
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dvetoman roufed me out of my reverie, by requefting me 
to come and dine with him and play a few games at chefs. 
He informed me, that he had propofed this party to 
Mr. Cafarinow, then prefent, who would take no denial, 
and thateach game: fhould be for three hundred roubles, of 
which he would ftake on my fide one hundred and 
twenty, and the chanctellor the fame fum, and that, if I 
won, the fixty roubles of each game would belong to 
me; but that, in cafe I loft, they would bear my lofs. 
Mr: Calntiow confented to the engagement, on condition 
that fifty games fhould to be played; and that he might 
be permitted to make an affociation, any one of whom 
fhould be at liberty to play againft me, as in like manner 
it fhould be permitted either for the chancellor or the 
hettman to play in my ftead. The hettman replied, 
that he could not flipulate but for himfelf: it was there- 
fore determined to’ wait-on the chancellor, to whom we 
accordingly. went. This gentleman performed his part 
very dexteroufly, by making fome difhculties at firft, though 
at laft he confented, and the articles were written doven 
and figned, with the additional ftipulation, that ready 
money fhould be paid down at the end of each game. 
The agreement was ratified by an evening’s entertain- 
ment, at which fifty perfons were prefent ; and the 
governor himfelf, with his family, came in. On his 
arrival the mufic was. fent for, and dances began. As 
for myfelf, I was a friendly fpectator of the whole; and, 
being now upon terms of great familiarity with every one, 
I requefted the chanccllor to fend a few bottles to my 
companions. He invited them all, appointing a chamber 
for their ufe, where they could foe every thing that pafled 
| without 
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without communicating with the affembly contrary to the 
laws. During the whole entertainment, my {cholar Apha- 
nafia never quitted me but to join in the dance, which fhe 
did very gracefully ; her mother came up to us once, and 
whifpered to me, I think your fcholar will become: your 
friend; have an eye over her:. lama kind mother. —She 
{poke to me in very good German ; and as it was the farft 
time I had converfed with her I, felt fome embarraf{ment, 
but foon recolle&ting myfelf, I affured her of my refpect 
and inviolable attachment. The governor, obferving me 
in converfation with the mother and the daughter, like- 
wife came up to us, and afked the fubje@ of our con- 
verfation ; but Madame de Nilow prevented my anfwering, 
by faying, that fhe was enquiring whether I could not 
teach her daughter mufic. This mezzotermino delivered 
me from all apprehenfion, and a fhort time afterwards 
the governor and his lady retired. Mifs Nilow returned 
to me, and informed me that her father had confented to 
the eftablifhment of a public {chool, and that confequently 
fhe, with her fifters and brothers, fhould often have the 
pleafure of vifiting her mafter. It is impoffible to 
defcribe the amiable and graceful manner of this charming 
girl. Two hours after midnight I attended my {cholar, 
with her fifters, to the governor’s houfe, and afterwards. 
returned home. 


CHAP. 
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C H AP. VII. 


A BUILDING ERECTED FOR A SCHOOL. CONVERSATION WITH 
MADAME NILOW. PROFITS ARISING FROM THE COUNT’s SKILL 
AT CHESS. MISS APHANASIA CONVERSES WITH THE COUNT. 
THE SOCIETY OF EXILES REINFORCED. HUNTING OF THE BEAR. 


ON the 8th my-friend Cruftiew came to me at day- 
break, to enquire what fituation I had chofen for 
the new pe and on going out of my hut I found 
almoft all the pieces of wood for the building ready. 
As foon as I had marked out the fituation the workmen 
began to put them together. After breakfaft I repaired 
to the governor's houfe to give the ufual leflons to m 
{cholars, whom I found ready, with the alphabet in their 
hands. When they had faid their fpelling leffons, they 
requefted me to write fome German and French words. 
in the Ruffian characters. It fortunately happened that 
I was provided with a grammar of the Ruffian, German, 
and French languages, which I had found among the 
books of my friend. I put this into their hands, with 
fome inftructions for the ufe of it. As foon as the leffons 
were ended, I was afked a thoufand queftions concerning 
my country, its manners, cuftoms, &c. 

When I was preparing to depart, the governor’s lady 
arrived, and after difmifling her children, made me fit 
down befide her. She informed me, that fhe was. the 
daughter of a Swedifh colonel, exiled into Siberia ; that 
her mother had changed her religion, and that fhe had. 
married Mr. Nilow, at that time lieutenant-colonel, a 
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worthy man, but greatly addicted to drinking, the excefs 
of which rendered him brutal and infupportable; that fhe 
enjoyed no pleafure excepting that of fceing her family 
grow up around her, though at the prefent inftant, after 
having fuffcred the mortification of fecing her two eldeft 
daughters married to two officers who were addicted to 
gluttony and drinking in the moft difeufting excefs, fhe 
could not but lament the fate of the youngeft, who was 
intended by her father to be married to a certain kuzma, 
one of the moft difagreeable perfons in the univerfe. 
She therefore intreated me to endeavour to gain the con- 
fidence of the governor, and to ufe my utmoft exertions 
to change this refolution. My reply to this good mother 
was, that I would do my:beft, and‘ that at all’ times fhe 
fhould find me obedient to. begs commands. Soori after 
I took my leave, and returned home, where I found an 
invitation from Mr. Hettman to form a party at chefs. 

In the mean time we dined, and after dinner Mr. Cruf- 
tiew prefented to me the hited abe for reception into our 
fociety. About four o’clock a woman came to take my 
meafure for fhirts and clothes, according to the cuftom 
of this country, where the women perform the taylor’s 
bufinefs. At feven o'clock I waited on the chancellor, 
where I found five merchants. We played five games at 
chefs, four of which I won, and after recciving one 
hundred and eighty roubles, I took my leave. 

On the oth a merchant, named ane hearing 
that I poffeffled fome money, propofed to me to play 
a couple of games with him, but declared that he 
would not play for lefs than two hundred roubles a game. 
be — his propofal, only deferring it- till afternoon, 

becaule 
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becaufe I was obliged to attend my {cholars at the gover- 
nor’s houfe. When I entered the hall I was furprized to 
find Mifs Aphanafia abfent, and ftill more to hear that fhe 
was ill in bed, but being defirous of taking her leffon, fhe 
had afked leave for me to come to her, which her mother 
had granted. I was accordingly introduced into her 
chamber, where this amiable girl difclofed the fentiments 
of her heart with fuch opennefs and fimplicity, that the 
Ruffian language at that moment appeared to me the moft 
mufical in the univerfe.” Our converfation was inter- 
rupted by the appearance of Madame Nilow. I therefore 
took my leave, and on my arrival at home I found 
Mr. Cfulofnikow, who loft three games at chefs. The 
reft of the day was employed in fettling the order for the 
reception of the candidates to be prefented by Mr. Cruf- 
tiew. We agreed that the council of eight fhould 
alone be entrufted with the fecrets, and that fuch other 
perfons as might in future be admitted fhould be informed 
only of fuch particulars as the council might judge 
neceflary to communicate to them to fecure their con- 
fidence. At this meeting, therefore, the form of. the 
oath was drawn up, and we employed the reft of the 
evening in preparing an entertainment.. 

On the roth, at day-break, Mr. Cruftiew went in 
fearch of his candidates, and at nine in the morning 
returned with them. Their names were as follow: 

Demetrius Kuzneczow, a free Ruffian merchant. 

Aphanafi Kumin, Captain of the Coffacks, free. | 

Andrew Gurcinin, Chamberlain of the Emprefs Eli- 

zabeth, an exile. 

John Sibaew, Captain of the Hunters, free. 

Vou, I. P Alexis 
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Alexis Protopop, Archdeacon of the Church, free. 

Levonti Popow, Captain of the Hunters, free, 

John Cfurin, brother to the captain of a miercharit 

fhip, free. 

Magnus Meder, of the Admiralty, exiled twenty 

years. 
ohn Wolkow; a free hunter. 

Caffimir Bielfki, a Polifh ftaroft, exiled fifteen years 

before. 

Gregory Lobczow, Colonel of Infantry, an exile. 

Heraclius Prince Zadfkoy, exiled eighteen years before. 

Julian Brandorp, a Swede, exiled fix years before. 

Nicholas Srebernikow, Captain of a regiment of 

Guards, an exile. 

Andrew Biatzinin, an exile. 

At eleven in the morning the candidates were intro- 
duced to the committee, and the oaths and engagements 
were read to them. ‘They immediately took the oath, 
and figned their engagements; but in order to confirm 
their fancion we determined that al] thofe who were of 
the Ruffian religion fhould go to confeffion, and take 
the facrament to corroborate their oaths. In confequence 
of this order Mr. Cruftiew attended them to the chirch,,. 
where their confeffions were received, and the facrament 
was adminiftered to them by the Protopop. After their 
return we celebrated our little feaft, and the governor with 
his family, the chancellor, and the hettman, with feveral 
other principal perfons of the town, came to us in the 
evening, and honoured our affembly with a vifit, which 
fixed the epoch of the independence of the exiles: 
For the governor, being extremely drunk, {wore, that he 
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acknowledged me as chief of the exiles, and com- 
manded the chancellor to regifter an a@ in the chan- 
cery, to authenticate this nomination; at the fame time 
promifing to write a reprefentation in my favour to go- 
vernment, in order that I might be employed in the 
fervice of the ftate: The chancellor and the hettman 
fupported the intentions of the governor, and had the 
fatisfaction to win near feven thoufand roubles from the 
merchants, at chefs, who by this means paid the charges 
of our entertainment. 

On the 11th we determined to go in chace of the bear, 
and obtained permiffion from the governor of four days 
abfence. On this day I received a confiderable prefent 
in linen and fome peices of plate from Mr. Nilow. On. 
the 12th we departed, to the number of fixteen, well ar- 
med, with eight fledges, and went down the river which 
was frozen. At the diftance of twenty-eight verftes we 
ftopped at the dwelling of the tajou or chief of Cfekawka : 
he gave us an account of the feveral vifits he had re- 
ceived from the bears in his neigbourhood, and entertained 
us and our dogs with a dinner ; after which he conducted 
us to a brook which fell into the river of Kamchatka. 
But the inftant that he perceived three bears at play on 
the banks of this rivulet, he earneftly entreated us to re- 
tire, affuring us that thefe creatures would be the death 
of us. After delivering this advice, he decamped, and 
we approached our enemies ‘till within the diftance of 
mufquet fhot, when we difcharged our fire-arms, and 
wounded them. Enraged with their wounds, they 
came forward to attack us with the utmoft fury. It 
was a fortunate circumftance that my companions were 
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accuftomed to this chace. They met the bears, and, 
-after a long combat, flew the whole three; for none of 
them chofe to quit the field of battle. 

The following circumftances are proper to be taken 
notice of refpecting this manner of hunting. At fight 
of a bear one of the hunters advances to begin the attack, 
which he does by prefenting his left arm to the animal, 
having previoufly fecured himfelf by thick pieces of wood, 
faftened lengthways upon the arm, in order that the bear 
may not break it at the firft gripe. The moment the 
animal feizes the arm the hunter ftrikes him with a lance 
within the left fhoulder. After this ftroke the other 
hunters continually run their lances into the body of the 
animal, who often breaks the weapons, and, if the firft 
ftroke be not effectual, throws down his opponent and 
ftrangles, or at leaft maims him. 

After having flain thefe three bears we laid them on 
our {ledges and returned towards Cfekawka. At the half 
diftance we met the tajou with twenty natives of Kam- 
chatka, armed with lances and bows. They acquainted 
us that they came to affift us; but when they faw the 
dead bears they fung our praife, and conducted us back 
in triumph. The firft care of the Kamchatka men 
was to fkin the bears, for which they gave us twenty-fx 
martins fkins, and eight foxes fkins for the flefh. This 
bargain was very agreeable to us, and we refolved to fally 
forth by moon-light to make another prize. We fue- 
ceeded very well in this attempt likewife, for we flew five 
others, but Sibaew was wounded. 

Among thefe bears there was one of prodigious fize, and 
as white as fnow. We fet apart his kin as a prefent for the 
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governor; and propofed to apply the four others to 
our own ufe as mattraffes. We therefore laid them on our 
{ledges, and returned towards our habitations, where we 
{kinned them, and falted the flefh; after which we 
carried our prefent to the governor, who was highly 
pleafed with it. 


CHAP. VIII. 


PUBLIC SCHOOL OPENED. THE SOCIETY OF EXILES MEET ON 
BUSINESS RELATIVE TO THEIR ESCAPE BY SEA. CHESS. THE 
COUNT COMPOSES CHARTS OF THE COASTS AND ISLANDS AD- 
JOINING TO KAMCHATKA. DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCE OF THE, 
AFFAIR LAST DEBATED IN THE SOCIETY OF EXILES. AVERTED 
BY THE COUNT, WHO NARROWLY ¢MMEAPES ASSASSINATION. HIS. 
ENEMY PUNISHED. 





()® the 14th, the {chool-room being ready, I received 
my {cholars, and made choice of Meff. Cruftiew 
and Panow as my afliftants. At four in the afternoon 
the governor’s children appeared. The number of my 
fcholars amounted to twenty-three, among which were 
three merchants, who came to learn arithmetic. 

On the 16th Sibaew requefted me to call a meeting, 
in order to communicate a difcovery relative to our enter- 
prize. I appointed that very night at eleven o'clock. 
When the committee was affembled, I demanded of him: 
the communication he had to make, which was as follows. 

In 
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In the oourfe of the preceding : month of Auguft, Ci 
lofnikow failed from Ochoczk with a veffel-of one hun- 
dred and fifty tons, armed, and bound to the Aleuthes 
iflands, to catch beavers. His crew confifted of twenty- 
eight hunters, who ‘had never been at fea before, and 
thefe being overtaken by a violent tempeft, had run the 
veffel afhore. Cfulofnikow in this juncture had forced 
the people to work without inte:miflion to get the veffel 
off the ground ; and upon their retufal to perfevere, had 
obtained military affiftance from th. governor to compel 
them. In confequence of which treatment they had 
unanimoufly determined, fiuft to get the veffel off, and 
afterwards to make hei efcape with her out of flavery. 
Mr. Sibaew having been confulted by them on this affair, 
took advantage of their difpofition to infinuate that they 
had no ices of fucceeding in their attempt unlefs they 
could engage me to take the command, which they 
immediately refolvedetpido, and entreated hin to inform 
me of their determination. He therefore thought it in- 
cumbent on him to acquaint the committee, that they 
might determine ‘what was propereft to be done in thefe 
circumftances, which in his own opinion he thought 
very advantageous to our interefts; as by increafing our 
number we might put ourfelves in a fituation to employ 
open force in ‘feizing a veffel, and making our efcape 
with our arms in our hands, in cafe we could not fucceed 
by ftratagem. | 
This propofition appeared very interefting tous. The 
opinion of every perfon prefent was therefore taken, and 
the fociety was at laft induced to adopt mine, which was 
as follows : 
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That Sibaew fhould return for anfwer to them, that I 
was greatly affected with the fufferings they endured, but 
that having already been betrayed, once before, in my,en- 
deavours to affift the unfortunate, I could not truit to 
their propofals. For it would be fufficient if out of 
twenty-eight there fhould be one apoftate who might 
betray me; andas the enterprize was of the nature of a 
revolt, they would be punifhed by being condemned 
for life to the mines. I recommended that no other 
anf{wer fhould be made them on my part but this ; but I 
engaged Sibaew to encourage them in their difpofition to 
quit Kamchatka, and perfuade them to ufe every means of 
gaining my confidence, while I referved to myfelf the 
conduct and management of their plot when it fhould be 
brought nearer to an iffue. 

On the 17th in the morning Sibaew ae with two 
of the principal perfons of the crew of Mr. Cfulofni- 
kow, the one named Lapin, who was mafter, and the 
other Parencfin, who was carpenter. They both threw 
themfelves at my feet as foon as they entered, and con- 
jured me not to abandon them in their enterprize. They 
obferved, that their refolution ought to be agreeable 
to me, as I fhould thereby fecure my liberty ; and the 
offered to engage themfelves by oath to be faithful and 
obedient to me in all my commands, and to follow 
me to the end of the world. I continued to urge 
difficulties until they had affured me that they would: 
engage themfelves by the moft facred oath, and take 
the holy communion to corroborate every engagement 
into which I might think proper to require them: to: 
enter. This refolution determined) me to give them. 

fome 
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fome hopes that I would accept the charge, provided 
they engaged. their companions to follow my fortunes 
undgr the fame oath. For which purpofe I told them, 
that as foon as they were all agreed, they might come to 
me, in order to execute their oath of union. 

After their departure, I affembled my companions, and. 
communicated to them the agreement I had made with 
the chiefs of Cfulofnikow’s people. The fteps I had 
taken were approved, and the company finding them- 
{elves reinforced by twenty-eight ftrong, robuft and deter- 
mined men, no longer doubted of fuccefs. We agreed 
from that day forward to bufy ourfelves in making car- 
tridges, and preparing our arms. Each of us was directed 
to provide a mufquet, a pair of piftols, a fabre, a lance, 
and fixty cartridges. | 

On the 18th I paffed the day with the chancellor 
in playing at chefs, and I won feven games. On my re- 
turn I found Mr. Norin, lieutenant of the garrifon, who 
afked me to lend him five hundred roubles, which he 
wanted to fit himfelf out, as he was nominated comman- 
der at Nifnioftrogg. I promifed to comply with his re- 
queft, on condition that he gave mc his word of honour 
to behave with humanity towards the unfortunate exiles 
dwelling within the limits of his jurifdi@tion. He ac- 
companied me home, where I. put the five hundred 
roubles into his hand, and received in return his pro- 
teftations of friendfhip and gratitude. My companions 
were much concerned at my liberality; but when I 
affured them that. I had near five thoufand roubles in 
my box, they found themfelves more at eafe in that 
refpect. _ 2 4 
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- On the roth the chancellor defired me to compofe a 
reduced chart of the Kurilles and Aleuthes iflands, together 
with the coafts of Kamchatka, and Ochoczk; and, in 
order that I might obtain the neceflary information, he 
gave me permiffion to take out of the archives whatever 
pieces I might find relative to the fubjectt. As this 
bufinefs tended to divert my wearifome fituation, and, at 
the fame time, to fupply me with the knowledge which 
was requifite to the execution of my project, I undertook 
it very willingly ; and on that very day I received out of 
the Chancery feveral journals and relations of fea voyages, 
made either by the officers in the Imperial Ruffian fervice, 
or by individuals. At the firft perufal, however, I was 
convinced that I could advance nothing with certainty, 
except fuch articles as I found in the journals of Span- 
berg, Bering and Tfirikow. 

On the 2oth Madame de Nilow preffed me much to 
teach her daughter mufic. Unfortunately, however, my 
whole knowledge of this art confifted in playing the harp, 
an inftrument which it would have been a miracle to 
have found in Kamchatka. Neverthelefs, to pleafe this 
lady, I promifed to make one; though I had never 
handled any cabinét-makers tools. On my return 
home IJ confulted with my friends, concerning the ac- 
complifhment of my promife; and, after I had made 
a model, Mr. Panow undertook to aftit me in the con- 
ftruétion of the inftrument ; Mr. Cruftiew engaged to 
make the ftrings with the entrails of dogs and rein deer, 
and Mr. Stephanow as to make all the iron 
{crews. 7 
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On the e1ft, Mr. Cfulofnikow, the merchant, came 
to me, and reproached me with having excited. his crew 
to mutiny, and threatened that, if I did not point out 
the ringleaders to him, he would dire&ly go and com- 
plain to the governor, and demand an order for my im- 
prifonment. The direét and affured manner in which 
this man made his attack, led me to fear fome treachery 
on the part of his people; but, as it was neceffary to 
avoid every appearance of confufion, I replied, that he 
muft be out of his fenfes to accufe me with fo ftupid an 
undertaking. I admitted that his people had applied to 
me for an engagement to build my houfe, and that I had 
made a bargain with them, which, however, I would 
willingly cancel, if the governor judged it inconvenient. 
I affured him that I entered into this explanation, not 
with a view to juftify myfelf to him, whom I defpifed too 
much to think of making any reply to his accufations ; 
but that I did it to make him blufh at his want of hu- 
manity. I moreover affured him, that I fhould lofe no 
time in waiting on the governor, and making him ac- 
quainted with the execrable treatment with which he 
purfued his people, who, though unable to fubfift with- 
out working, were deprived even of that refource, as far 
as his power could go; and that, as to myfelf, I fhould 
foon find an opportunity to punifh him for his infolence, 
in having dared to attribute fuch proceedings to me. 

During our converfation, feveral of my companions 
came up; and when informed of the fubje& of our dif- 
courfe, they attributed his proceeding to a defire of 
avenging himfelf for the lofs of a fum of money againft 
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me at chefs. The conteft foon became warm, and ter- 

minated in a fhower of blows, which fell to his fhare. 
To prevent the bad confequences of this adventure, I 
immediately waited upon the governor, and informed 
him of the accufation of Cfulofnikow, not forget- 
ting to mention the infolence of his behaviour. ‘The 
governor, irritated by the reprefentations of his lady and 
the reft- of his family, fent a ferjeant in fearch of 
Cfulofnikow, and the moment he appeared, without fuf- 
fering him to fpeak, he declared to him, that if he ever 
infulted me in future, he would fend him to prifon, and 
profecute him for having loft the veffel entrufted to his 
care; and that fince he had information that the veffel 
could not be got off, he would difcharge his crew from 
their contraét, and give them full liberty to enter on board 
of any other veffel. The governor accordingly fent his 
officer to the chancellor, in order that his commands 
might be carried into execution ; and poor Cfulofnikow 
found himfelf obliged to fubmit without {peaking a word. 
I thanked the governor, and returned homewards, 
but had {carcely proceeded one third of the way be- 
fore I was attacked by Cfulofnikow and his coufin, 
with two ftout bludgeons and drawn knives. I had no 
other arms than a ftick, and was at a diftance from every 
place of affiftance. However I fet myfelf in a ftate of 
defence with my back againft a ftore houfe, and in this 
fituation I received many ftrokes on the arm. One of my 
blows was fo lucky as to fall on the head of Cfulofni- 
kow’s companion, and extended him upon the earth ; 
upon which, having only one to deal with, I attacked my 
man with fury, broke my ftaff, and then flew upon 
| 2 him 
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him with my fifts. At the firft onfet I had the good 
fortune to ftrike him fuch a violent blow that he vo- 
mited blood, and begged his life, which I granted, at 
the fame time that I reproached him with his treachery. 
I promifed, however, not to fpeak of this adventure to 
the governor. 

After I had left him and was proceeding on my way, 
I met Sibaew, who feeing me all bloody, with feveral 
contufions on my head, enquired what had happened, 
and upon being informed, he ran to the governor’s houfe 
to carry the news. The governor immediately fent a 
detachment to feize Cfulofnikow and his coufin, the 
latter of whom died that afternoon, by the fra€ture of 
his fkull. Cfulofnikow was condemned to fix months 
public labour, and his whole property confifeated to the 
ufe of the ftate and the church. For my part it was 
with great difficulty that I reached home, and notwith- 
{tanding every care, I was obliged to -keep my bed ten 
days, during which time I received continual vifits from 
the chiefs of the country, and efpecially the family of the 
governor, which appeared to be highly interefted in my 
welfare. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP... IX. 


THE EXILES NARROWLY ESCAPE POISONING, ON NEW YEAR'S DAY. 
DISCOVERY OF THE AUTHOR, WHO DISCLOSES THEIR PROJECT, 

AS COMMUNICATED TO HIM BY ONE OF THEIR NUMBER. THE 
EXILES MEET, AND PUT THE TRAITOR TO DEATH IN THE iIGHT. 

_ FARTHER ENQUIRIES MADE BY GOVERNMENT, WHICH ARE REN- 
DERED ABORTIVE BY AN ACCIDENTAL CIRCUMSTANCE. 


O* the xft of January, 1771, we paid our -refpeéts to 
the governor and other principal perfons, and after- 
wards affembled, in order to make a kind of entertain- 
ment. We had received from feveral merchants, prefents 
of tea and fugar, with which we regaled ourfelves. But 
this pleafure coft us dear; for in a quarter of an hour after 
we were feized with viclent cholics and vomiting. Mr. 
Panow was the firft who affured us that we were poifoned, 
for he affirmed that he had obferved many of the pieces 
of fugar tafted falt. In confequence of this fuppofition, 
each of us drank a large quantity of whale oil. It is 
impofflible to defcribe our fufferings; fome were af- 
fected more than others, and as to myfelf, who had 
only taken one cup of tea, I found, after I had taken 
the oil, that my pains difappeared am only a trembling 
in all my limbs. But my utmoft exertions weie required 
to attend my other companions, confifting of fourteen 
perfons, many of whom vomited blood. 

During this crifis, feveral of our companions came to 
fee us, who, when they found what had happened, made 
hafte to bring a quantity of the rein deer’s milk, 

which 
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which at laft mitigated our pains, and caufed them to go 
off with a trembling of the limbs, excepting Mr. Cfurin, 
who died in the night, and Mr. Panow, who continued 
fcarcely alive. As foon as we had recovered our forces 
and began to reflect upon this event, we examined the 
fugar. I gave a piece to a cat, and another piece to a 
dog, wrapped up in part of a fifth. Both thefe animals 
were ftrongly convulfed, and burft in the {pace of half an 
hour. This experiment convinced us that Mr. Cafarinow, 
a merchant, had poifoned the fugar; but as it was of im- 
portance to fearch this affair to the bottom, we deter- 
mined to keep the fecret, for which reafon we caufed the 
Protopop to attend the burial of Mr. Cfurin, and Mr. 
Panow, finding himfelf better, was conveyed to his hut. 

On the 2d, about noon, I waited on the governor, with 
the intention of giving him an account of our accident ; 
and, as a proof, I carried with me the fugar loaf. The 
governor was not inclined to give credit to my decla- 
ration, for which reafon I offered to convince him by 
fending for Mr. Cafarinow, and propofing - to him to drink 
tea, at the fame time that notice might be incidentally 
late that I had prefented the governor with a loaf of 
fugar. For I obferved that the behaviour of Cafarinow 
on this occafion, could not fail, either to clear up his in- 
nocence, or indicate his guilt. Madame Nilow approved 
my propofal, and the governor confented to follow my. 
advice, on condition that I fhould be a witnefs to what 
might happen, from a neighbouring chamber. 

The governor accordingly fent for the chancellor, the 
hettman, and Cafarinow, with two other merchants. 
The moment I faw them arrive, I retired into the next 
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room, where I could hear’ every thing that paffed. The 
chancellor and the hettman arrived firft, and were in- 
formed of the bufinefs for which they had been requefted 
to come. They concluded that Cafarinow had executed 
this a&t of revenge againft me on account of his having 
loft a large fum of money at chefs, and declared that they 
did not doubt the truth of my relation. They at the 
fame time obferved, that if the fa& fhould be eftablifhed 
againft Cafarinow, it would be abfolutely neceflary to 
punifh him with the utmoft rigour of the law, by con- 
demning him to labour in the ape after confifcation of 
his whole fortune. - 

Cafarinow at laft arrived with the two other mer- 
chants: the governor received them politely, and entered 
into difcourfe concerning the fitting out of fome fhip- 
ping for the iflands Aleuthes, to catch beavers. In the 
midft of their dialogue, the governor propofed tea, which 
was accepted by the whole company, and he centinued 
his difcourfe with Cafarinow, by afking if he was not in 
the habit of taking tea feveral times in the courfe of the 
day, to which he anfwered in the affirmative. In the 
mean time the table was fet out, and the governor, looking 
at the fugar-loaf upon the table, exprefled bic es. 
prize at the generofity of the exiles who arrived laft, and 
obferved that he had received as a new-ycar’s gift Gace me, 
two tugar loaves, part of which he had now the pleafure 
of offering to the company. At thefe words Cafarinow 
turned pale, and upon the governor's enquiry whether he 
was ill, he replied he was, and begeed leave to retire. The 
i See replied, that-his illnefs would go off after a 
couple of difhes of tea. He continued, however, to 


make 
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make his excufes, but at laft the cup ‘of tea being’ 
poured out was prefented to him, and the governor infifted 
on his drinking it. At this crifis the unhappy wretch 
no longer doubted but that he was difcovered, and, 
throwing himfelf at the feet of the governor, declared, that 
he had poifoned the fugar, with the intention of delivering 
focicty from fuch a monfter as myfelf. He affured the 
governor that he would himfelf be convinced of this after 
hearing the depofition of a perfon of the name of Piat- 
finin, who had difcovered to hima plot, which I had 
formed, to arm all.the exiles, and to feize veffels in order 
to efcape from Kamchatka. ‘The governor was too much 
enraged at the attempt of Cafarinow to pay any attention 
to his words ; but committed him to prifon, giving orders 
to the chancellor to proceed to the confifcation of his 
property, and to regifter the fentence againft him from 
his own confeflion, of an attempt to poifon. 

After having feen this wretched man dragged to jail, 
and the governor’s dinner time being near, I retired. 
Immediately on my arrival I affembled the council, and 
afterwards all thofe who had entered into the oath of 
confederacy. J declared to them the treafon of Piat- 
finin, who was then prefent, and the meeting fentenced 
him to die, but granted him three hours to prepare him- 
felf for death: the Protopop attended him, and in the 
evening he was led out and put to death during the 
night, by fhooting him through the head. : 

In confequence of the depofition of Cafarinow, the 
chancellor caufed a coflack, of the name of Piatfinin, to 
come before him, and queftioned him concerning the fact. 
This poor wretch was at a lofs what to anfwer, but abfo- 
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lutely denied ever having fpoken to Cafarinow, and the 
chancellor did not give himfelf the trouble to confront 
them, but contented himfelf with inferting in the fentence 
a declaration of falfhood againft the depofition of Cafa< 


rinow. 


CHAP. X. 


THE COUNT CONSTRUCTS A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT FOR HIS SCHOLAR 
MISS APHANASIA. MEMBERS PROPOSED TO THE SOCIETY OF 
EXILES. PLAN OF OPERATION SETTLED. THE GOVERNOR PRO- 
POSES A JOURNEY. LARGE SUMS OF MONEY WON AT CHESS, AND 
PART. PRESENTED TO THE GOVERNOR'S FAMILY. MISS APHANASIA 
DECLARES HER AFFECTION FOR THE COUNT IN THE PRESENCE 
OF HER FATHER, WHO IS EXCEEDINGLY IRRITATED, BUT IS PACIFIED 
BY HIS COLLEAGUES IN OFFICE. THE GOVERNOR MAKES THE 
NECESSARY DISPOSITIONS TO REVERSE THE SENTENCE OF EXILE 
‘UNDER WHICH THE COUNT WAS BANISHED. 


OX the 3d we were informed of all that had happened. 
at the governor’s as well as at the chancery, and it 
was with the greateft fatisfa@ion that we refle@ed on our 
narrow efcape from the confequences of treachery and 
poifon. Several of us, however, were afflicted with fe- 
vere fits of illnefs afterwards. On this day my mufical 
inftrument being finifhed, and the ftrings mounted, 1} 
carried it to Madame Nilow, and played a few airs upon 
it before her, and though the found of the inftrument 
was far from being lively, the melody was thought inchant- 
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ting by the governor and all his family. From that day 
forward their youngeft daughter Aphanafia was infepa- 
rable from her inftrument. 

On the 4th Mr. Stephanow informed us, that - had 
difcovered that Bocfarow, I{mailow, and Lapin, three 
young perfons apprenticed to the fea, had refolved, 
together with five or fix hunters, to feize a veffel, and 
efcape to the Aleuthes iflands, to eftablifh themfelves there. 
He obferved, that fince the propofal firft came from them 
he could depend on their fidelity; but as the treachery of 
Piatfinin had made a ftrong impreffion on the minds of 
my companions, I contented myfelf with propofing that 
Mr. Stephanow fhould form a connedtion with them, and 
encourage them in their refolution till we fhould have de- 
cided refpecting their admiffion ; but that we fhould poft- 
pone our decifion to the time of ‘the execution of our pro- 
ject. My opinion was agreed to, and Mr. Stephanow 
was intrufted with the management of this affair. 

On the sth a committee was held, to confult on the 
means of carrying our project into execution. It was 
here determined, that, in order to prevent all fufpicion 
in future, the greater part of our companions {fhould 
quit the town of Bolfha, and fettle at Nifney-oftrog during 

the winter, under pretence of following the chace: 
But that in the courfe of the month of March, or at fartheft 
by the 15th of April, they fhould rejoin me, in order that 
as the harbour began at that time to be cleared of ice, and 
the fhipping would be fitting out, we fhould embrace the 
earlieft opportunity of feizing the firft veflel we fhould 
be ready, in which we would embark, and leave Kam- 
chatka. -In confequence of this refotution it was deter- 
mined 
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mined that Mefirs. Cruftiew and Stephanow fhould under- 
take to make fure of part of the crew of the firft veffel 
which might be fitting out, with a view to facilitate the 
execution of our project ; while I fhould attach myfelf to 
the governor, the chancellor, and the hettman, for the pur- 
pofe of fruftrating the effect of the infinuations of the mer- 
chants, who, from the treachery of Piatfinin, and feveral 
other circumftances, had been confirmed in their fufpicions. 
On the fame day I requefted the governor’s permiflion of 
abfence for my companions, that they might hunt near 
Nifney Novogrod, which I obtained. On the 6th they 
departed, after I had given them two hundred roubles to 
facilitate their eftablifhment, together with a letter of 
recommendation. for Mr. Norin, commanding officer at 
Nifney-oftrog. | : 

On the 7th the governor propofed to me to accompany 
him on a journey he intended to make in the courfe of 
the month, together with his family. I complied with 
his orders, and promifed to be ready, but the chancellor 
and the hettman, who came in foon after, reproached 
me for abandoning their parties. The governor, how- 
ever, affured them that he fhould not be abfent longer 
than feven or eight days ; in confequence of which they 
determined to make the fame journey, on condition that 
we took a chefs board with us. The governor was 
curious. to know the fum they had won at that game 
fince I had borne a part ; and, upon making a calculation, 
it appeared that it amounted to forty-two thoufand 
roubles, in money and furs. The chancellor, to thew 
his attachment to the governor, aflerted, that he had 
agreed with me to fet afide one-tenth part of the 
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rofits as a prefent. to the governor's family, which 
# called me, as well as the hettman, to witnefs. 
The governor was highly pleafed with this declara- 
tion, and immediately caufed his daughters to be 
called, and communicated to them the news of their 
good fortune; obferving, that they were indebted to me, 
in the firft place, for this advantage, and next, to the 
friendfhip of the chancellor and the hettman. I perceived 
that Mr. Hettman was offended at the ftep the chancellor 
had taken, for which reafon I called him afide, and repre- 
fented to him that this act of generofity, as well as all the 
good confequences which might arife from it, would be 
fhared by him, as well as us; and that there fill remained 
a vaft field for us to extend our advantages. This 
affurance fet his covetous heart fomewhat more at eafe. 
The governor’s family expreffed their acknowledgements. 
tous; but Mifs Aphanafia added, that fhe hoped, from the 
soodneli of Mr. Chancellor and Mr. Hettman, that: ‘they 
would intereft themfelves in my favour, and obtain the‘#bo- 
lition of the fentence of my exile, and the neceflary grace, 
in order that I might be employed in fome charge under 
government, that her fincere defire of feeing me happy, 
and of partaking in my happineds, might be accomplifhed. 
At thefe words the governor flew into a rage, and loaded 
me with invectives, but the chancellor and hettman 
remonftrated f{trongly againft the injuftice of blaming me 
for the fentiments of his daughter. They obferved it 
was not impoffible but that I might 1 in future poffefs a 
charge under government, and in that cafe the gover- 
nor could not do better to infure the happinefs of his 
family. 
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family. Their arguments at length had fome effect on 
the governor, who became calm, and addreffed them 
in thefe words: Gentlemen, you are witnefs to the 
declaration juft now made by my daughter, of which 
I fhould be much afhamed; but, fince you find it 
excufable, I pardon her, and undertake to employ my 
credit in mitigating the fentence of exile againft Beny- 
owfky. I therefore requeft that you will fign an a&t which 
I fhall propofe to you, which, according to the laws of 
the Czar Peter, difcharges every exile from his fentence. 
This law enacts, that every exile who fhall have difcovered 
a plot formed againft government, or the chiefs, fhall 
be difcharged from the rigour of his fentence. The 
exile before you has a right to this abfolution ; for he has: 
revealed to us the attempt of Cafarinow to poifon us. 
Without his declaration neither you nor myfelf would 
now have been alive. You cannot therefore difpenfe 
with figning this a@. of abfolution, which we will fub- 
mit to the fenate, with our letters of recommendation, 
for the fake of the form only: For the ordinances of 
the Emperor do not prefcribe this to be done, but are 
politive in enacting, that every governor or voivode,. 
prefident of a college, or chancellor, with the confent 
of his counfellors, fhall be authorized to pronounce this 
abfolution. 

This fpeech of the governor was received like an oracle,, 
and the chancellor invited the governor immediately to. 
call a meeting the following day, to carry his refo- 
lution into effe@. The hettman made hafte to engage 
Madame Nilow. to join them, in order to confirm the: 

governor 
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governor in this ftep, who beholding his family at his 
feet, and the chancellor and the hettman urging every 
entreaty, confented at laft, and complimented me with 


my liberty. 


CHAP. XL 


THE COUNT IS IN DANGER OF BEING PUT TO DEATH BY HIS 
ASSOCIATES. THEIR SUSPICIONS REMOVED. AN EMBARRASSING 
DILEMMA. PRESENTS MADE TO THE COUNT. THE MANNER OF 
HIS ABSOLUTION FROM THE SENTENCE OF EXILE. HE MAKES 
A PROPOSAL TO THE COUNCIL. GENEROUS DISPOSITION OF THE 
CHIEF INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN. CONSEQUENCES OF THE 
COUNT’S ADVANCEMENT. 


* hick bufinefs was not conduéted with fecrecy. The 
governor's family divulged the adventure con- 
fufedly, and the whole town was informed of my ap- 
proaching abfolution before I left the governor’s houfe ; 
which I did, after having received orders to appear the 
following day at the chancery at eleven in the morning. 
In my way I met many perfons who loaded me with com- 
pliments, and when I arrived at home, 1 found Mefirs. 
Panow, Stephanow, Baturin, and Cruftiew, who ac- 
cofted me with fome confufion, and informed me that I 
muft appear before the general meeting. I enquired what 
prefling affair demanded my prefence, and obferved that 
I had very agreeable news to communicate to them; but 
ereat was my aftonifhment at the anfwer of Panow, who 

informed 
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informed me that this news would coft me my life, to 
which he added, that 1 was a traitor, and that nothing 
more could be faid on an affair which was of fufficient 
importance to be decided according to the conftitution I 
had myfelf eftablifhed. 
_ Surprized at this difcourfe, I had no time to confider 
what motives could lead them to aé in this manner. 
It was in vain that I folicited my beft friend, Cruftiew, 
to give me fome intimation of the bufinefs; for he 
refufed, by obferving that he was forbidden to fpeak to 
me, and that it was neceffary I fhould appear before the 
affembly. I then entered, and the farft obje¢éts which 
prefented themfelves to my fight were two of my affoci- 
ates, armed with fabres, at the door, and a goblet on the 
table filled with poifon. Thefe preparations led me to fup- 
ppofe that I was charged with treachery, and that the pro- 
ceedings of the governor in my favour had induced my 
companions to believe that I had accufed and betrayed 
them. On this fuppofition I demanded leave to fpeak, 
and immediately related to them every thing which had 
paffed at the governor’s houfe, together with the decifion of 
the governor. After having ended my difcourfe, I demanded 
judgement. Confternation and joy was on every counte- 
nance. Mr. Panow advanced towards me the firft, and, 
throwing himfelf at my feet, entreated my pardon, affirming 
that he was the author of all that I faw. He intormed 
me, that as he could not believe my connetion with the 
chiefs of the government was fimply the effect of accident, 
he kad long fufpected me of treachery, and had not ceaied 
to follow my fteps; and that he had, on that very morning, 
followed me, and was convinced of my duplicity, when 
he 
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he heard that, by virtue of the ordinance of the Czar 
Peter, I was declared to be at liberty: a conviction which 
infpired him with the refolution of aflaflinating me ; 
though he had deferred the execution of his purpofe, 
merely with the intention of informing his companions of 
their danger. That in confequence of his declaration, 
they had determined to put me to death; but that the 
prefervation of my life was owing to the refolution of 
Mr. Cruftiew, who perfuaded the meeting to hear me 
before they proceeded to the commiflion of a crime, as 
he would anfwer for me at the expence of his life: 
And as the affurance of Mr. Cruftiew was now found 
to be true, he intreated my pardon for his precipitate 
hafte. I embraced this worthy affociate, and thanked him 
for his care, at the fame time begging that he would, in 
future, entertain a better opinion of me. 

The fears of the affociation being thus diflipated, they 
indulged themfelves in the pleafing reflections, how 
much my liberation would tend to infure the execution 
of our project. After the rifing of the affembly, I con- 
fulted with Meffrs. Cruftiew and Protopop about my 
apprehenfions refpecting the governor’s daughter and her 
mother, who feeing me in a ftate of liberty, prefied me 
to marry her, which was out of my power, becaufe I was 
already married, and refolved to profecute our voyage. 
The firft reprefented to me, that my marriage being by 
compulfion, would be unlawful, and that I might clear. 
myfelf of it on my return into Europe. . The fecond 
propofed to me to repeat the form of marriage, with- 
out entering into any engagement; to which effe@ he 
promifed to give me a certificate. They both en- 
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deavoured to convince me that I needed not hefitate to 
comply with the folicitations of the governor’s family, 
for the purpofe of fupporting the common intereft. But I 
refolved to do nothing which might injure my repu- 
tation. I therefore declared that I would put off this 
affair as long as I could, in order to gain time, and that 
I did not defpair of obtaining their confent to defer the 
marriage till the month of May; at which period, it 
would be in our power to fettle the bufinefs in another 
manner. I confefs that in my own mind I felt the ut- 
moft regret and uneafinefs, to be the inftrument of 
diftrefs to an amiable girl whom I tenderly loved; but 
the hope that fhe might, at fome future period, be hap- 
pier in a marriage more fuitable to her fituation, tended 
in fome meafure to render my reflections lefs afflicting. 

I employed the reft of the day in preparations to make 
a decent appearance at the chancery, and in the evening 
I waited upon the chancellor and the hettman to thank 
them for their favours. Both thefe gentlemen loaded 
me with compliments; the chancellor obliged me to ac- 
cept a traineau, very elegantly conftructed of whalebone 
and gilt, which was drawn by four white dogs, and ac- 
companied by a flave to dire&t them; and the hettman 
prefented me with a parca, or pelifle of beaver’s fkin, edged 
with the fkin of the black fox, together with a bonnet of 
blue velvet bordered with fables. 

On the 8th, all the exiles affembled at my houfe. At 
ten o'clock the fecretary of the chancery, Mr. Szudeikin, 
came to invite me to the chancery. I accordingly or- 
dered my fledge to be harneffed, and waited upon the 
chancellor, attended by my companions, who remained at 
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the gate. The fecretary introduced me into the council 
chamber, where I. found the governor fitting as pre- 
fident, with eighteen other principal gentlemen, includ- 
ing the chancellor and the hettman. ‘The governor made 
avery long fpeech, in order to render me truly fenfible 
of my good fortune, in having fallen into the hands of 
juft and enlightened men. He enlarged much on the 
mildnefs of the Ruffian government, and the excellence of 
its laws, and concluded his difcourfe by praifing the 
Emprefs, whofe virtues he extolled to the fkies. After 
his fermon, he ordered the chancellor to read the a& 
of my abfolution, which was word for word as follows: 
‘© Aduated by the inviolable duty af juftice, after 
«¢ having materially examined the behaviour of Auguftus 
‘© Samueloviez, an exile to this place, by order of the go- 
‘¢ verning fenate, and (purfuant to) the will of her Impe- 
rial Highnefs, Catharine, Emprefs and Autocratrix of 
all the Ruffias, I do declare him abfolved from the pro- 
{cription pronounced in the fentence againft him, and I 
do command his remiflion, conformably to the in- 
tention of the legiflature, explained in the fifth fection 
‘¢ of the inftructions concerning the laws again{t pro- 
{cribed and exiled perfons; and in order that the 
caufes which have determined me to this proceeding 
may be perpetuated in juftice, I command that the 
Jpecies faéti be printed beneath the prefent a, as it 
has been prefented unto me by the chancellor. 
‘© May it pleafe his excellency the governor to con- 
fider the declaration of Auguftus Samueloviez, who 
difcovered the attempt to poifon, made by Cafa- 
rinow, and intended to caufe the death of the 
‘* governor, 
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governor, with the principals of the regency, doubtlefs 
to carry into execution a defign of feizing the govern- 
ment of this province, and depriving the empire of the 
dominion thereof, That the faid Auguftus Sa- 
mueloviez, in order to prove the criminal intention, 
hazarded his own life, with the lives of feveral of his 
companions, by making a trial of the force of the poi- 
fon on his own perfon; and that in this manner, at the 
peril of his life and the lives of his friends, he clearly 
proved the guilt of the above-named: which evidence 
was laftly confirmed by Cafarinow himfelf, who con- 
fefled his crime. May it therefore pleafe his excel- 
lency the governor, conformably to the ordinances of 
the late Czar Peter, to pronounce the fentence of ab- 
folution from exile, in favour of the faid Auguftus 
Samueloviez. 
Signed, NOVOZILOW, Chancellor, 
| SZUDEIKIN, Secretary. 
The prefent order, containing the act of abfolution, 
after being read in council, was exhibited and publifhed 
conformably to the laws. When the reading was finifhed, 
the governor caufed me,to approach the table, prefented 
me a looking glafs, and commanded me to kifs it. 
This ceremony being finifhed, he embraced me himfelf, 
as did likewife all the other members prefent at the coun- 
cil; immediately after which, fix of the guards entered 
with a drum, and went out with the fecretary in order 
to publifh my abfolution through the town. During the 
time they were executing their commiffion, I requefted 
the governor's leave to make a propofal, and being 
permitted to fpeak, I addreffed the council. I affured 
a S 2 them 
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them that after having sendered a fervice of this nature 
to the ftate, I was determined to employ my whole life 
in endeavouring to promote the interefts of that part of 
the nation which had interefted itfelf fo. highly in my 
welfare ; and that in confequence of this difpokition, I 
propofed to eftablifh the cultivation of grain on the 
fouthern point of land, and to clear a quantity of paftyre 
pround for the fuppor® of cattle, fufficient. to maintain: 
the inhabitants of Kamchatka. In order to carry this.. 
proje& into execution, 1 only requefted permiffion to’ 
eftablifh myfelf with the other exiles in that country, 
with forty natives as labourers. 

The chancellor fpoke in favour of my propofal, and 
the governor confented to report it for difeuflion at the 
following meeting. At the breaking up of the council, 
I was invited to dinner; but before I departed I joined 
my companions, and explained té+them the reafons of my 
propofal, which they found advantageous to the purpofe 
of our union. ve 

Numberlefs were the compliments I received at din- 
ner. The family of the governor in particular ex- 
prefled their fatisfaction, more efpecially Mifs Aphanafia, 
who was uncommonly attentive to her drefs that day. 
Twenty-two principal gentlemen of the town were pre- 
fent at this dinner; and one of them, named Cafimir, 
took the lead at the defert, by obferving that the praife 
of good actions ought not to be confined to words, but 
that as the governor had fatisfied the claim of juftice, it 
was the duty of fociety to beftow the reward of merit ; 
he therefore propofed that the citizens fhould unite to 
contribute a fund for my eftablifhment. . 


The 
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The governor replied te- this propofation, that he {e- 
rioufly intended to make my fortune; and that as he 
defigned to give me his daughter in marriage, it was his 
bufinefs to take care of my eftablifhment. But the chan- 
cellor contradiéted this refolution, by declaring that as 
the governor had a numerous family, prudence required 
that he fhould not impair his own private fgrtune, and 
confequently, that he might permit thofe to a@ who were 
defirous of teftifying their gratitude to me. The hett- 
man feconded the chancellor, and the governor at laft 
confented that Cafimir fhould purfue his plan, and the 
governor declared that he would not poftpone the mar- 
riage between myfelf and his daughter, longer than till he 
received orders from the governor general of Irkuczk, 
from whom he had requefted the creation of the office of 
Jieutenant-general of the police in my favour. 

The company applauded this refolution, and the even- 
ing pafied very agreeably to every one but myfelf. No 
words can defcribe the confufion of my mind, when I 
refleéted that I was forced to deceive a charming and in- 
nocent girl. I could not conceal my confternation 
frora the penetrating eye of Madame Nilow; and it was 
with the utmoft embarraffment that I contrived to 
clude her inquiries, by pretending that my apparent af- 
fliction was occafioned by the mortification of finding my- 
felf feparated from the company of the other exiles, for 
whofe friendfhip I had a very great value. The avowal 
of fo natural a fentiment fatisfied her, and fhe endea- 
voured to remove thefe reflections, by promifing that fhe 
would contrive means to mitigate their hardfhips ; but at 
the fame time fhe defired me to fix my future refidence in 
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the governor’s houfe, where apartments were provided for 
me in order that I might be at hand to aiflift in the pub- 
lic bufinefs. | 

This propofal greatly embarraffed me: but asI had a 
thoufand reafons for refufing this mark of goodnefs, I 
urged every argument I could think of to perfuade her to 
fuffer me to refide as ufual without the town and fortrefs, 
to which fhe at laft confented. 


CH A P. XII. 


PROOF OF THE CONFIDENCE AND ATTACHMENT OF THE EXILES 
TO THE COUNT. THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL LIBERATE 
THE EXILES. THE COUNT PROMISES TO PROCURE THE EN- 
LARGEMENT OF THE PERSON WHO ATTEMPTED TO POISON HIM. 
FARTHER PROGRESS OF THE EXILES IN THEIR PROJECTS TO ESCAPE. 
AN ENTERTAINMENT PROPOSED. THE GENTLEMEN OF THE TOWN 
MAKE PRESENTS TO THE COUNT. GOOD EFFECTS OF THE COUNT’S 
EXERTIONS IN FAVOUR OF HIS ENEMY. 


UP ON my return home I found my friends affembled. 
Many of them fhed tears of joy, and declared that, 
fince my good fortune was eftablifhed, and they could 
depend on my refolution, they were refolved to recede 
from the oath of union, in order to avoid expofing my lite 
in future. They protefted, that their refolution was unani- 
mous, and that they made this declaration in confequence of 
their perfonal attachment to me. I thanked them for this 
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unalterable determination to break the bonds of our fla- 
very, and propofed to them to renew the oath of union. 
Mr. Panow advifed us to fend an exprefs to Nifneynovo- 
grod to inform our companions of what had happened, 
in order that no falfe account might caufe them to give 
up the hope of recovering their liberty. Purfuant to this 
advice, Sibeaw was difpatched, and as the courfe of 
bufinefs at my {chool was interrupted by thefe intervening 
events, I entrufted the care of it to Mr. Winbladth, Major 
of the confederation, who was taken a prifoner, and ex- 
iled with me, and I nominated Mr. Meden as his afliftant, 
who had been long exiled, and was of the fame country 
as the Major, namely, Sweden. 

On the oth Mr. Baturin finifhed the charts which I 
had compofed of the northern navigation. I prefented 
them to the chancellor, who, after exprefling his appro- 
bation, laid them before the council, and obtained the go- 
vernor’s confent to fend them to the College of Admiralty at 
Peterfburgh. On the fame day the chancellor prefented 
the report for intrufting me with an eftablifhment to cul- 
tivate the land in Lopattka, and, after a fhort difcuffion, 
the governor paffed an act in council, by which the 
afliftance of Government was promifed me in forming my 
eftablifhment. By this act I found myfelf authorized to 
forma colony of exiles. For the partiality of the governor 
and principal men of the town was of fuch admirable 
fervice in explaining the ordonnances of the Czar Peter, 
that the governor thought himfelf authorized to declare 
in this aét, that all exiles who fhould repair to the coua- 
try of Lopattka to form a colony, and fettle there 
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the purpofe of cultivating the ground, fhould be abfolved 


from their fentence of exile; and all this was done in 
conformity to the fenfe of the laws, which were found to 
declare clearly, that every profcribed and exiled perfon, 
who fhall have rendered effential fervices to the ftate, of 
fuch a nature as tends to its prefervation, fhall be capable 
of receiving the favour of abfolution. This proceeding 
of a whole council convinced-me that there are no laws 
which cannot be interpreted as convenience may dictate. 
The prefent day’s work completed my fatisfaction ; for after 
I had declared in the council that I had difpofed all the 
exiles to undertake the eftablifhment of this new colony, 
the governor commanded me to bring them, that they might 
fign their declaration to that effe&. I flew home with 
this order, and affembled my friends, to whom I explained 
my meffage. They immediately followed me to the 
chancery, to fign their fubmiffion; in confequence of 
which the governor caufed an amnefty to be publifhed in 
their favour. ) 

The rapidity of my operations aftonifhed every one ; 
but that which gave me the greateft pleafure was the 
conviction that no one fufpected my intentions. When 
we left the chancery, we proceeded ina body to return our 
thanks to the governor, the chancellor, the hettman, and 
other counfellors: the reft of the day was employed in vifit- 
ing the merchants and other inhabitants of the town. While 
I was at the houfe of Kolofow the hettman, the family 
of Cafarinow intreated me to caufe him to be fet at liberty, 
and to procure a repeal of the fentence by which he was 
condemned to labour in the mines. I promifed this 
aficted family that I would ufe my beft endeavours, 
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but as I had learned that his fortune, which was con- 
fifcated, amounted to more than fixty thoufand roubles, 
I clearly faw how difficult the bufinefs would be; for it 
was certain that I could not fave this unhappy man, 
but on condition that he fhould give up all thoughts of 
reclaiming his property. I informed his wife of my fears; 
but fhe affured me, that her hufband would fubmit to 
the facrifice on condition that the governor would employ 
him in a voyage to the Kurelles iflands to collec the 
tributes. I therefore promifed to obtain his liberty; and 
as this act of generofity might add greatly to my repu- 
tation, I determined to ufe every effort to overcome fuch 
obftacles as might prefent themfelves. 
_ On the fame evening I had an opportunity to {peak 
to the chancellor, and accordingly propofed the affair to 
him. He was difpleafed at firft; but when I informed 
him that Cafarinow renounced his fortune, he hefitated, 
and a fhort time after told me, he had thought of a 
method to remove every difficulty; but that he would 
communicate his ideas to the governor and the hettman, 
and give a decifive anf{wer in the courfe of twenty-four 
hours. 
_-On the roth I affembled a committee, in which, after 
having difcuffed our common interefts, we refolved to 
make the neceffary preparations to repair to the country 
of Lopattka in the month of March, at which place we 
fhould pretend to bufy ourfelves in eftablifhing our colony: 
And that at a proper opportunity we would requeft a 
veflel from the governor to tranfport our effects and pro- 
vifions ; on the arrival of which we would take poffeffion 
of it, and bid adieu to this wretched place. 

VoL, I. T In 


138 MEMOIRS ann TRAVELS of 


In conformity with this refolution, we determined to 
collc& provifions fufficient for a voyage by fea of three 
months. At the breaking up of the committee I propofed. 
to give the fociety an entertainment.on the occafion of 
our abfolution from flavery, to which all the principal 
men of the town fhould be invited. My propofa! was 
approved of, and Mr. Cruftiew was direéted to make every 
requifite preparation. | 

About noon Mr. Cafimir came to inform me that the 
meeting of the gentlemen of the town had determined to 
make me a prefent of fix thoufand roubles, one-third in 
ready money, one-third in merchandize, and the reft in 
provifions and articles of domeftic ufe. I accepted this 
mark of generofity ; and as the meflage was delivered in 
writing, I returned my anfwer in the fame manner, taking 
care to ufe every expreflion fuitable to the extent of my 
gratitude. 

After the departure of Mr. Cafimir I waited upon the 
governor to dinner, and obtained his permiflion to give 
the propofed entertainment at the town-houfe. It was 
fixed on the 15th, becaufe the governor was defirous of 
fetting out on his journey on the 16th. 

When dinner was ended, the chancellor came in, to- 
octher with the hettman. They conferred a fhort time 
with the governor in his clofet, after which I was fent for, 
and was informed that the liberty of Cafarinow was granted, 
on condition that he fhould immediately go to the Kurelles 
iflands, and remain there two years, which was a fufhi- 
cient time to repair his lofs; for thefe gentlemen were 
not at all difpofed to reftore his fortune. The governor 

charged 
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charged me with the meflage, which I immediately exe- 
cuted. Upon entering the prifon, I faw this unhappy 
man at my feet, intreating my forgivenefs for having 
attempted to take away my life. I interrupted his. 
lamentations, by demanding what reafon he could have 
to hope for favour from me? He replied, by conjuring 
me to have pity on him, and pardon him on account of 
his unfortunate family. At length, however, being de- 
firous of removing his appreheniions, I propofed to him 
the conditions under which I believed I could deliver him 
from imprifonment. Thefe he accepted with profef- 
fions of eternal gratitude, and at laft, when he was told 
that I had obtained permiffion for him to go to the Ku- 
relles iflands, he aflured me that a fingle year would be 
fuficient to re-eftablifh his fortune. Whereupon I de- 
clared that he fhould be fet at liberty as foon as the 
vefiels were ready toconvey him there.. This information 
tranfported him with joy. He embraced my feet, and 
ufed all the expreflions of the moft lively fentiments of 
gratitude. 

Being thus affured of Cafarinow’s readinefs to accept the 
terms propofed, I quitted him to render an account to the 
governor, who was delighted with his compliance, and or- 
dered the chancellor to expedite him, with the ferjeant Cuf- 
mina, to the Kurelles iflands. I perceived that the gover- 
nor was defirous of converfing in private with the chancel- 
Jor and the hettman, and therofare took my leave. As I 
pafied through the town I called on the family of Ca- 
farinow, and informed them of the favour the, governor 
had granted him. I naturally expected acknowled: ement 
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and thanks: but my heart was not proof againft the 
furprize of beholding a family at my feet, who-called me 
their prote@or and benefactor. Ivan Cforni, who fince 
the affair of Cafarinow called no more upon me, came 
likewife to embrace me, and addreffed himfelf in the 
following words: ‘* Liften, my friend. I was informed 
of your attempt as well as Cafarinow, and confequently 
I had as great a right to be your enemy as he. We were 
partners in the accufation intended to be made againft 
you, but I was not an accomplice in the attempt ta 
poifon you. The misfortune which afterwards happened 
to my relation caufed me to fwear your deftruétion. 
Your generofity to him has reconciled me, and I not 
only {wear to keep all I know in fecrecy, but 1 likewife 
devote myfelf to your fervice in every thing you may re- 
quire me to do.” 

This explanation aftonifhed me, but I faid no more, 
in anfwer, than that I hoped his gratitude would be 
{hewn in forgetting all that had pafled. Upon my re- 
turn I related the incidents of the day to my companions, 
who rejoiced at the happy fituation of our affairs. 
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CHAP. XII. 


PREPARATIONS FOR MARRIAGE. SINGULAR PRELIMINARY CUSTOM. 
PRECAUTIONS FOR PRESERVING SECRECY AND SECURING THE 
PROGRESS OF THE UNDERTAKING OF THE EXILES DURING THE 
COUNT’S ABSENCE. GRAND PROJECTS FOR CREATING GOVERN- 
MENTS AND EMPIRES IN THE NORTH. AN ENTERTAINMENT ON 
THE OCCASION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE EXILES. 


N the 11th, Madame Nilow {ent to defire me to wait 
upon her, and informed me, that fhe wifhed her 
daughter might do the honours of the entertainment of 
the 15th, and that fhe fhould be publickly declared my 
future {fpoufe. As I could find no proper excufe, I con- 
fented to her requeft, upon which fhe caufed her daughter 
to be called, and recommended her to be careful that 
the bufinefs of the day fhould be conducted in fuch a 
manner as to do her honour. 

After the departure of her mother, my pretended fu- 
ture {poufe reproached me for being more attached to the 
fociety of my companions than her’s; and I anfwered her 
prefling remonftrances by promifing to wait upon her as 
frequently as poffible. 

About noon, being engaged to dine with the governor, 
who now called me by no other name than fon, he re- 
quefted me to compofe a fhort defcription of Kamchatka, 
in a form proper for the prefs; as he was defirous of 
exhibiting proofs of his abilities. I promifed to write 
the work according to his ideas, and engaged to finifh 
it during our journey. He exprefied his fatisfaction 

at 
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at this promiic, and embraced me, faying, that he hoped 
by this work to obtain the government of Ochoczk. 
After dinncr he informed me in confidence, that the af-« 
fair of Cafarinow had been worth eighteen thoufand rou- 
bles tohim ; but that the rafcal would be well replenifhed 
by the voyage he was going to make. | 

In the evening, the governor being invited to fup with 
Ivan Cforni, I accompanied him with my intended lady. 
Mr. Profcurakow engaged me to play at chefs, and a very 
{trong party was formed. The chancellor and the hett- 
man were on my fide; and Profcurakow, Ottlafkow, and 
Ribnikow, were on the oppofite fide. The game was 
for five hundred roubles ready money, twenty dozen 
martins fkins, twelve beavers, and twelve black foxes 
fkins. After a long conteft I won the game, as well as 
three others following. Our play detained us till three in 
the morning, and my fhare of the winnings amounted to 
near eight hundred roubles. 

The governor took a pleafure in looking on, and I 
did not quit the company till about four in the morning, 
when I attended him to his houfe, where I offered to 
take my leave, but was detained on pretence of the dan- 
ger of accidents. But great was my furprize, when the 
governor's lady introduced me into the chamber of Mifs 
Aphanafia, where fhe took her leave, faying, I hope you 
will be prudent ; but as it is proper you fhould be ac- 
cuftomed to live together, I thought you could not be 
better lodged than with my daughters; with thefe words 
fhe retired, wifhing me a good night. Aftonifhed as I 
was at this {peech and manner of proceeding, fo contrary 
to the cuftoms of Europe, I had ample matter to form 
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fyftems, but my charming companion did not permit me 
to. employ my thoughts on meditations of this kind. 
She had fo much to fay and I to anfwer, that we paffed 
the time without thinking of fleep, and I did not leave 
her company till eight in the morning. 
_ When I returned home, I found Mr. Cruftiew and my 
other friends very uneafy at my abfence; but. their ap- 
prehenfions difappeared as foon as they faw me. The 
fatigue of the foregoing day required that I fhould take 
fome repofe. I therefore retired to fleep, after reminding 
Mr. Cruftiew of his having undertaken that every pre- 
paration fhould be regularly made for the 15th. When 
I awoke at five in the evening, I had the pleafure to fee 
my pretended future fpoufe befide me, who exprefled 
the moft lively apprehenfions for my health, and declared 
that fhe would not quit me; for which purpofe fhe had 
already fent to her mother to inform her, that fhe had 
found me indifpofed, and was refolved to {it up with me. 
It was to no purpofe for me to reprefent that her attach- 
ment to me might injure her in the opinion of her fa- 
ther, for fhe perfifted in her refolution; and during the 
difcuflion of this point between us, Madame Nilow’s 
maid arrived and brought word that her miitrefs ap- 
proved the determination of her daughter, and for that 
reafon had fent her fervant and her bed; after which 
meffage, and the ufual enquiries concerning my health, 
the fervant returned. This day pafied without any un- 
favourable incident. 
On the 13th, I condu@ed my pretended future fpoufe 
to the governor’s, and was reccived in the moft affection- 
ate manner. The governor took me into his clofet, beg—- 
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ged me to come in future every morning for an hour, to 
read the reports and letters which he received, in order 
to make a regular ftatement of their contents, and draw 
out the anfwers or orders. As his defire was a com- 
mand to me, I endeavoured to perform this tafk with 
zeal, and to the utmoft of my abilities ;. after which I 
took my leave, as I was defirous of paffing the day with 
my companions, in order to regulate certain arrangements 
neceffary to fecure our correfpondence during my journey. 

When I returned home I was complimented by my 
companions, who prefented me with a complete and 
magnificent habit of red fattin, edged with gold lace and 
faced with fables, with a pair of bufkins very curioufly 
embroidered ; at the fame time requefting that I would 
wear it on the 15th. After this prelude, which was at- 
tended with every teftimony of friendfhip and regard, I 
appointed a general meeting to be held after dinner. I 
exhorted my affociates of the tommittee to be more 
particularly careful than ever to preferve our fecret, as 
the leaft indifcretion would ruin us all. I did not con- 
ceal from them my fears refpe@ting my abfence, for 
which reafon I defired them to make an oath of obeciicnce, 
without reftriGion, to the orders of Mr. Crufticw, and 
to do nothing without his confent: And as I was de- 
firous of maintaining a regular correfpondence with Mr. 
Cruftiew, I requefted them to appoint me three com- 
panions of the ordinary number, who might pretend to 
be hired by me; in order, that in cafe of any misfortune 
or unlucky incident, I might not be unfupported, but 
might avail myfelf of their fervices to fend notice to the 
other affociates in time, if any treacherous difcovery 
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fhould come to light. In confequence of my propofal it 
was determined that Ivan Kudin, George Lapkin, and 
Nicholas Rubatow, fhould follow me, each having a fledge 
and being well armed, and attended by a native on whom 
he could depend. Mr. Panow added, that he did not 
think this precaution fufficient, but was defirous that 
feveral of the fociety fhould offer their fervices to the 
governor to hire fledges and to condué them themfelves 
for his fecurity and convenience. Mr. Panow’s propo- 
{ition was agreed to, and Mr. Kuznezow undertook to 
propofe this affair to the governor. So that as the at- 
tendants of Mr. Kuznezow would confift of fix fledges, 
I fhould by that means have an addition of twelve armed 
men, which, together with myfelf and the fix others, 
amounted to nineteen, a fufficient number to withftand 
the firft check. This precaution being fettled, we 
paffed that day and the following evening in an agreeable 
manner. 

On the morning of the 14th Mr. Hettman came to {ee 
me, and intreated me to perfuade the governor to fend 
him to Peterfburg in the fpring, and fupport his requeft, 
that her Imperial Majefty would permit him to form an 
eftablifhment in the Aleuthes iflands, under himfelf as. 
governor. The ambition of this perfonage was well 
known to me, thoughI could not avoid {miling, in my 
own mind, at the enthufiafm of the man, who, with very 
little abilities, was defirous to become a legiflator. Ne- 
verthelefs, as his friendfhip and good will were neceflary 
to me, I promifed to obtain the governor’s confent to his 
requeft, and engaged to draw up a memorial, on the part 
of the governor, in fupport of his propofal. My com- 
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plaifance led him to profels ‘the ftrongeft attachment 
to me, to which he added a promife, that on his return 
I fhould be invefted with the government of Kamchatka, 
while my future father-in-law fhould be eftablifhed at 
Ochoczk. According to his ideas, our triumvirate was 
to be unalterable; but as the chancellor was left out of 
the plan, I propofed to this new governor to confer 
upon him the government of Kamchatka; obferving 
that I fhould be contented to attend him to the Aleuthes. 
iflands in the quality of fecond, where I might be of 
the greateft fervice to him in the conqueft of California, 
a project which ftood foremoft in the imagination of Mr. 
Hettman. 7 

The tone of conviction which I ufed in faying this to 
the hettman, encouraged him to give full {cope to his 
imagination; and the remainder of the ‘converfation 
clearly proved the extravagance of his ideas, for I could 
eafily perceive that it was with fome reluctance that he 
retained the idea of a ftate of dependence, while he had 
it in his power to become a fovercign. 

After his departure, I communicated the fubject of his 
vifit to my companions, and could not avoid reflecting. 
how little the Ruffian fenate, by whofe decree I was fent 
into exile, were aware of the projects which then em- 
ployed my mind, and more efpecially the ideas to which 
I gave birth, of eftablifhing empires, and robbing the 
Spaniards of their remote poffeflions by arranging this 
chimerical project in writing. Neverthelefs it led me to 
the probability, that at fome future time California might 
be taken by the Ruffians, and that the Spanifh colonies 
might, fooner or later, become thcir prey. . 
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‘About noon I waited on the governor, and gave 
him an account of the project of the hettman, with fo 
many reafons in its favour, that he declared himfelf 
fatishied with it, feduced, no doubt, by the hope of ob- 
taining the government of Ochoczk. _ After dinner, when 
the chancellor and hettman arrived, the propofition of 
the latter was treated of at large, a I faw, with the 
greateft fatisfaétion, that all thefe three perfonages adapted 
my plan, which they commiffioned me'to draw out. It 
therefore lay with me to create thefe three governors, to 
whom I accordingly promifed the utmoft exertions of my 
pen in their favour. This day gave me a decided fu- 
periority at Kamchatka. Hitherto I had been ufeful to 
thefe three chiefs, but when they adopted a fyftem, the 
compofition of which refted with me, I became more 
than ufeful, for I was then indifpenfably neceffary to 
them. In the evening I retired to enquire concerning 
the preparations for our entertainment. Mr. Cruftiew 
gave me an ample account, from which I was fatisfied 
that every particular was arranged in the beft manner. _ 

Ou the rsth, at nine o ‘clock, all the exiles came to me, 
perfectly well and even richly clothed. We proceeded 
from my houfe to that of the governor, in twenty-three 
fledges, each drawn by four dogs, where we were re- 
ceived affectionately. The chancellor and the hettman 
being prefent faved us the trouble of going to their houfes. 
The governor gave us a lift of perfons whom he defired to 
be admitted. I then detached feveral parties of my com- 
panions to invite the guefts, while myfelf, with Mr. Cruf- 
tiew and my intended {poufe, went to the town-houfe to 
give orders. We had cleven muficians, and faxty-feven 
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eovers were ferved up to thirty-five gentlemen and thir- 
ty-one ladies, for the young gentlemen and unmarried 
Jadies were invited only to the dance, which followed the 
entertainment. As the hettman had lent me three peices of 
artillery, we fired them off on the arrival of the governor’s 
family. At two o'clock the company fat down to table, 
and did not rife till five, at which hour the younger part 
of the company began the dances, which lafted till three. 
Mr. Kuzneczow infinuated himfelf fo well into the favour 
of the governor, that his company, and the offer of fix 
fledges to carry the governor’s effects and equipages, were 
accepted of. He immediately informed me of his fuccefs ; 
for which I embraced and thanked him with all my heart. 

When the governor retired, he told me he would defer 
his journey till the 17th, as he was defirous of a day’s 
repofe after this entertainment ; 2 refolution which was 
very agreeable to me, as I myfelf felt the fame neceffity 
for an interval of reft. 

When the company broke up, Madame Nilow pre- 
fented her youngeft daughter, and declared her my future 
fpoufe. This attraéted compliments from all fides, with 
a degree of jealoufy from fome of the merchants and young 
officers. 

When I had feen the governor home, as I excufed my- 
felf from remaining at his houfe, Mifs Nilow accom- 
panied me home, to look to my health, as fhe faid ; and 
I pafled the whole of the 16th within doors, till the 
evening, about fix o’clock, when I conducted my in- 
tended lady home, and received the orders of the gover- 
nor, who placed the whole care of his voyage and the 
bufinefs of a fecretary upon me, Our attendants were 

to 
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to confift of nineteen fledges and forty-fix perfons, and 
our departure was fettled at fix in the morning of the 
r7th. Plate IJ. exhibits a view of the fledge drawn by 
dogs. a, | os 
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A JOURNAL OF AN EXCURSION MADE BY. THE GOVERNOR OF 
BOLSOREZKY OSTROGG, IN COMPANY WITH THE COUNT DE 
BENYOWSKY. 


. following is a journal of our travels. On the 
17th in the morning, about ten o’clock, we quitted 
Bolforezky Oftrogg, and arrived at Molerowka, at which 
place the tajon, being informed of our arrival, regaled us 
with fifh and cavear, and made the governor a prefent 
of feveral furs. The weather was fevere and frofty, with 
an eafterly wind in our faces. 

On the 18th we lefe Molerowka, and proceeded to 
Baniowka, where we were received and entertained by 
exiles, who likewife made the governor a valuable prefent 
of furs. 

On the roth we left Baniowka, and the river of the 
fame name, and, after much labour and fatigue, we ar- 
rived at Hereboftova. Here the tajon of Koanik com- 
plained to the governor, that a foldier of the garrifon of 
Verchney Oftrogg, after having violated his daughter, had 
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flain her. In confequence of this accufation; which was 
proved, the | governor direéted me to expedite an order. to 
- Verchney Oftrogg, that the faid foldier fhould fuffer the 
knout until he died. 

On the 2oth we arrived at Chiakollautka, almoft mar- 
tyred by the impetuofity of the wind, and very near being 
fwallowed up by the drifts of aia: We had {carcely 
entered the jourt of the tajon before it blew a perfect 
hurricane, and in the morning we found our dwelling 
buried under the {now. The country people exerted 
themfelves to open a paflage through the {now, in order 
to get out. Being defirous of taking a view of the 
country, I afcended through the hole: ; but it was im- 
poflible to difcover the leaft figns of any houfe, though 
I knew that our attendants were lodged in nine different 
adjacent jourts. The continuance of the hurricane, 
which confiderably augmented the quantity of {now 
about us, compelled us to remain here till the 25th. © 

On the 26th in the morning we departed, and towards 
evening arrived at Valowka, where we found certain 
exiles, whofe occupation confifted | in making falt in the 
bay of Avatcha. 

On the 27th I accompanied the governor ‘to_vifit this 
famous bay. It is a noble bafon, into which I obferved 
that a large river and three others emptied themfelves, 
though the Ruilians affirm the contrary. We afterwards 
proceeded to vifit a ftore-houfe fituated to the northward 
of the bay. 

On the 28th our attendants joined us, and we pafled 
near the lake of Natafchova, and arrived at Katchoun, 
where the governor received very confiderable prefents. 

Here 
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Here we were joined by the hettman and the chancellor, 
whofe company ferved to enliven our converfation. 

On the 29th we paffed near another lake named Kimak, 
and proceeded to Alzime. On the 30th we left Alzime, 
and arrived at Tahallka, where the governor determined 
to reft. The tajon, who was one of the moft confiderable 
in the province, did not fail to regale us with rein deers 
flefh, the fruit of larac, * and Jukola, which is a kind of 
fith dried. | | 

On the 2d of February we proceeded to Kronotowa, 
where I was defirous of feeing the head land of Kronock, 
which lay to the eaftward of us, while the lake of Kronock 
lay to the weft; but the governor oppofed my defign, 
by affuring me that the road was not cleared, and I 
might probably be buried in the fnow. On the 3d.;,we 
proceeded to Katham, from which place I fent to Nifney 
Conratiew, to advife my companions of our arrival, and 
to direct them to bring a prefent of their fineft furs for 
the governor, the chancellor, and the hettman. On the 
4th we arrived through a very bad road, over moun- 
tains and precipices, to Chovalova, where we found 
Mr. Norin, commanding officer at Nifney, together with 
the principal merchants, waiting for us; who informed 
the governor that confiderable prefents were prepared for 
his arrival in town. 

On the sth, after having pafled the river Kamerath, a 
part of the exiles prefented themfelves before the governor, 
towhom they announced their intention of making prefents, 
and afterwards joined our fuite. On the fame day, abcut 
fix in the cvening, we arrived at the town or village of 
Verchney, where the governor alighted at the habita- 

tion 
* This word is obfcure in the manufcript. 
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tion of the protopop, and I lodged with him ; but the 
others fixed their lodging with the town’s people. On 
the 6th I received orders to forward all the prefents to 
Bolfha, and, from a moderate eftimation, I found that 
the governor’s journey to Nifney had been worth near 

feven thoufand roubles to him. | 
We remained in this town till the 13th; and as the 
feverity of the cold did not allow me to make any 
excurfions, I employed my time in drawing up a deferip- 
tion of Kamchatka, in order to promote the defigns of 
the governor. My work was interrupted only by the 
game of chefs, which was eagerly ftudied by every one 
who was defirous of diftinguifhing himfelf from the 
common rank of people. My winnings at this game 
amounted to near thirteen thoufand roubles, in furs and 
ready money, which the chancellor and the hettman 
fhared with me. “ 
On the 13th we reached the village of Kamenin, 
where all my projeé&ts would have been overthrown, if a 
lucky accident had not averted this moft imminent 
danger. On the 14th, in the morning, I came out to 
direct Mr. Kuzneczow to fend an exprefs to our affociates 
at Bolfha, to advife them of our return. As foon as I 
came out I was accofted by a native, who requefted to 
be introduced to the governor, as he faid he had a letter 
for him from an exile who had been taken ill, and was 
by that means prevented from waiting on the governor 
himfelf. I ordered this man to follow me, and went 
with him to Kuzneczow, where, after opening the letter, 
I faw it contained an account of the fecrets of our union, 
from one of the affociates named Levanticw. This man 
came 
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came from Nifney to join the governor, and make his 
report in perfon} but, happily for our caufe, a violent 
cholic feized him in the middle of his journey, and forced 
him ‘to adopt the expedient of fending a letter to the 
governor. Upon this information I ordered Kuznec- 
zow to depart immediately with Iyan Kudrin, and dif- 
patch the traitor. I then rejoined the governor, with 
whom I breakfafted, after which we proceeded on our 
journey. | 

We arrived at Kolitova, where I requefted the governor 
to remain, on pretence of vifiting the volcano of Krafnaia. 
He confented, and on the 15th we proceeded to view 
this famous volcano. I approached within five toifes of its 
mouth, where a fudden exhalation of fulphureous fume 
furprized me, and caufed me to fall backwards among the 
hot afhes, which burnt my face. But, fortunately for me, 
there were feveral natives of Kamchatka near at hand, who 
were provided with iron hooks, with which they dragged 
me out, and, after having rubbed the burned parts with 
whale oil, they reconduéted me to Kolitova, where I 
found Mr. Kuzneczow returned from his expedition. 
He reported, that Levontiew had declared his refolution to 
his coufin at Nifney, who, not being able to diffuade him 
from it, had poifoned him in a glafs of brandy, which they 
drank together; and that, on the arrival of Kuzneczow, 
this unhappy wretch was at the point of death. He 
confeffed his intention to Kuzneczow, and entreated, as 
a favour, that he would put him out of his mifery, at the 
fame time that he declared the fociety had nothing more 
to fear, fince his letter was intercepted ; becaufe he had 
difcovered his intention to no one but his coufin, who, 
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account gave me great fatisfaction, and induced me to 
prefs the governor to return; but, as he was determined 
firft to vifit Tigilb, nothing could be dorie but follow 
him. 

On the 16th we arrived at Napana, where I met a fo- 
reign exile whofe acquaintance I immediately requefted, 
and was not a little furprized to behold a man of the age 
of ninety-two years in perfect health. He told me his 
name was Ehrenfchild, a Swedifh colonel, who had been 
exiled forty-nine years before into Siberia, and had dwelt 
at Kamchatka for twenty-two years. I propofed to him 
to join us at Bolfha, to which he confented, and for 
which purpofe I obtained the governor’ § permiffion, but 
this unfortunate perfon died a fhort time after. 

On the 17th we arrived at Chippin, where we found 
the jourts forfaken. On the 18th we arrived at Volofka, 
which was likewife deferted, and on the roth we at laft 
arrived at Tigilb, a town and fort, which I fhall hereafter 
defcribe. At this place the governor remained three days, 
and received confiderable prefents. On the 22d we pro- 
ceeded from thence to Galiny. On the 23d we arrived 
at Belozolova, and on the 24th at Sigican. On the 2sth 
we reached Takout, from whence the governor fent the 
chancellor and the hettman the next day to Verchney 
Oftrogg to infpect the military, while he himfelf, with 
his attendants, continued his journey towards Bolfha. 

On the 27th we arrived at Ivanka, and laftly, on the 
28th, at Bolfheretzkoy Oftrogg, where I was received 
by my friends with that cordiality which can only be 
found in a fociety united by indiffoluble interefts. The 
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fatigue of my journey did not allow me to proceed in 
copying out the work I had written for the governor,. 
which, for that reafon, was not prefented till fome days. 
after ; and as it may convey fome information ref{pecting 
this remote part of the world, I fhall infert it in this 
place. 


CHAP. XV. 


AN ABRIDGEMENT OF THE HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF 
KAMCHATKA. 
e 


"THE peninfula of Kamchatka forms the north-eaft 
extremity of Afia, extending from the 62d to the 
51ft degree of north latitude. The weftern coaft of 
Kamchatka is very finuous, forming many harbours, and is 
interfected by many rivers, among which Bolfha is the 
largeft. Vefiels from Oghoczk enter this river, which, 
however, they cannot do with fafety but at the time of 
{pring tides, which rife between nine and eleven feet. It 
is dificult to go up this river on account of it’s rapid 
ftream and the great number of iflands it contains. 
Kamchatka, by offering an afylum for our navigators 
during winter, engages them in the purfuit of difcoveries. 
At the prefent time it is merely a place of rendezvous, 
and ftorehoufe for the exchange of rich furs, brought by 
the hunters from the Kurelles and Aleuthes iflands; but 
OO X 2 TAN 
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in cafe the fovereign dhould ithink proper to: eftablith 
colonies in thofe iflands, and° cultivate -a- trade with 
China, Japan, Korea, and Idzo, Kamchatka would be- 
come a fource of: a riches and profperity. to the Ruf- 
fian empires 

This peninfula may likewife ane to eftablith a com- 
munication between the two continents of Afia and 
America. The only commodious port on the eaftern 
coaft is the bay of Avatcha, named Racova. The go- 
vernor of Kamchatka has built a regular fortrefs, capable 
of defending its entrance. 

The inhabitants of the torrid zone are indebted to 
the fun for the art of producing fire, but the northern 
nations owe this to volcanos. I apprehend thefe pheno- 
mena to be an effec&t of the central heat of the earth, 
which burfts forth, and that the fea may contribute to 
the phenomena by a fermentation, engendered by the faline 
parts of the waters, filtrated through the earth. With- 
out entering into conjectures refpecting the origin of 
volcanos, 1 muft take notice that there are more than 
twenty in the peninfula of Kamchatka; of thefe, the 
three moft celebrated are at Avatcha, Tolbat{chz, and the 
third near the river of Kameralteria. The fame princi- 
ples which have given rife to volcanos have produced 
a great number of hot fprings, which have been found 
to poflefs the eficacy of mineral waters. The water 
which flows from thefe fprings is covered with a black 
fcum, fome of which I collected, and found it perfealy 
adapied for ufe as India or China ink. 

With regard to the fertility of the foil of Kamchatka, 
after having made many remarks and obfervations, I cannot 
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avoid contradiding the different accounts which have 
been ‘delivered at the chancery. All the attempts which 
have been made to produce grain have been unfuc- 
cefsful, except on ground prepared by manure. Though 
{ome wood is naturally produced, fufhcient for the con- 
‘ftru@ion of huts, there is none proper to be ufed in 
the building of fhipping. In this refpect I can contradi& 
‘Mr. Steller, who likewife reports, that this country 
abounds in herbage, and that the cattle are of a prodigious 
fize. If there had been any cattle at Kamchatka in his 
time their number ought to have increafed till the year 
1771,in which I made the tour of the place ; and through- 
out the whole of Kamchatka I found only five cows and 
two bulls, which were fed with the bark of birch nine 
months in the year, for there is no verdure except be- 
tween the months of July and September. 

Neither is the climate and the air of Kamchatka fo 
mild as many writers pretend. A continual mift, which 
covers the whole country, produces fcorbutic diforders 
and other illneffes, which check population. The cold 
is fo extreme that feveral foldiers were found, during 
the late winters, frozen on their ftands. The long 
duration of the fnow likewife occafions blindnefs, info- 
much that the natives of the country feldom exceed forty 
years of age before they become blind. | 

Kamchatka produces metals. Near Avatfet I found 
iron ores, and near Girova the ore of copper. The 
mountains afford rock chryftal, fome fpecimers of which 
are green and reddifh ; the natives of the country ufe it 
to make heads for their javelins. The only kind of trees 
which grow in Kamchatka are a fpecies of baftard fir, 
| cedars, 
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cedars, willows, and birch; the cedar affords a grain. 
which the natives are very fond of : the bark of the willows 
and the birch ferves them inftead of bread. The only 
ufeful plant in this country is the farana, which flowers, 
and affords fruit in the month of Auguft. The natives 
of Kamchatka make a large provifion of this fubftance, 
which, together with cavear, forms a certain pafte, which 
they think delicious, but upon which I think I never 
could fupport life. Befides the farana, government has 
caufed another plant to be collected, under the name of 
Vinovaya, from which a kind of brandy is diftulled, which 
produces a moderate revenue, but is hurtful in its ufe, 
as nothing can equal the poifon of this plant. The go- 
vernor would ac very prudently by prohibiting this dif 
tillation, and importing a larger quantity of brandy from 
Europe. 

Kamchatka makes no great figure with refpect to ani- 
mals. The firft rank belongs to the dog, which ferves 
inftead of draught horfes, and, after it’s death, affords a 
fkin for the clothing of man. The dogs of Kamchatka 
are large, but adiive and laborious; they are fed with 
opana, which is a compofition of ftale fifh and the bark 
of the birch, but they are moft commonly obliged to feek 
their own food, which they find in the rivers produced by 
the hot {prings, where they find fafh. 

The fox comes next’after the dog ; its {kin is gloffy, and 
there 16 no fur in Siberia which can be put in competi- 
tion with the fox’s {kin of Kamchatka. | 

The ram of Kamchatka is excellent food; its fkin is 
highly valued, and its horns are likewife an article of 

- | commerce ; 
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commerce; but of late years the number of this fpecies 
has greatly diminithed. 

The fable is very common in Kamchatka, and the 
natives continually hunt this animal, as do likewife the 
hunters. The number of fables brought to market laft 
year from Kamchatka amounted to fix thoufand eight 
hundred. 

The fur of the marmotte is very warm and light. 

Bears are very numerous in Kamchatka; their difpo- 
fition is gentle, and they do no mifchief, except in their 
own defence. The hunters are obliged to hunt the 
bear for fubfrftence, but it often happens that they get 
torn, though the bear very feldom kills aman. It feems 
as if this animal fpared the life of the creature it no 
longer fears: they have never been known to hurt 
women. Thefe creatures are fat during the fummer and 
lean in winter. 


AMPHIBIOUS ANIMALS. 


The manate refembles a cow in the form of its head. 
The females have two nipples, and hold their young 
again{t their bofems. The French have named this animal 
lamenti, from its cry. It has a black rough fkin, as thick 
as the bark of an oak, and capable of refifting the 
ftroke of an hatchet. The teeth of the manate are pre- 
ferred to ivory. Kamchatka affords annually of thefe 
between two hundred and fifty and three hundred. The 
flefh of the manate refembles beef when full grown, and 
veal when young. 

Kamchatka likewife affords beavers. The fur of this: 
creature is as foft as down; its teeth are {mall and fharp, 

but 
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but its tail fhort, flat and broad, terminating in a point. 
Beavers are cached here with ‘the line, and fometimes 
they are {hot under the ice. 

The fea-lion is of the fize of an ox ; its cry is dread- 
ful; but, happily for navigators, it is one of the figns of 
the vicinity of land during the fogs, which are fo common 
here. The fea-lion is a timid animal ; ; itis ftruck with 
the harpoon, or fhot with the mufket, or bow and 
arrow. 

The fea-calf is found in great abundance near all the 
iflands and headlands of Kamchatka ; it never goes far 
from fhore, but enters the mouths of rivers to devour 
fifth. The fkin of the fea-calf is ufed to make bufkins. 
The inhabitants of Kamchatka take this animal with 
the line. 

Kamchatka affords a large quantity of different kinds 
of fifh, from the whale to the fmalleft fpecies, but the 
birds of this country are few ; and as I know of nothing 
new with refpec to either, ] fhall here eee this 
article, 


CHAP. 
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CHA PP. XVI. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE NATIVES OF KAMCHATKA, THEIR ORIGIN, 
FOOD, HABITATIONS, RELIGION, ETC. THE NARRATIVE OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS OB THE EXILES RESUMED. PREPARATIONS FOR WAR. 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY OF EXILES ALTERED, 
CONSEQUENCE THENCE ARISING. | | 


"TRE original people of Kamchatka call themfelves 
& Itelmen, which word denotes inhabitants of the 
country. If we were to attempt to difcufs their origin 
from the conftrudtion of their language, we fhould declare 
them to be defcendants of the Mongal tartars: their figure 
refembles that people; their hair is black, their beard is 
thin, and their face broad and flat. This nation poffeffes 
no tradition refpecting its origin : it was numerous at the 
arrival of the firft Coffacks, but has fince greatly dimi- 
nifhed. ) 

The natives of Kamchatka have no other fubfiftence 
than fifh, roots, bear’s flefh, and the bark of trees, with 
water to drink, and fometimes brandy, for which they 
pay very dear to the merchants. 

Though this people is at prefent cloathed, for which 
advantage they are indebted to the Europeans, it has coft 
them dear, when placed in the balance againft the bar- 
barous and tyrannical treatment they have experienced 
from their new mafters. Their women are exceedingly 
difpofed to luxury, to fuch a degrce, that they do not 
perform the offices of the kitchen without their gloves 
on,; and they would not, on any account, fuffer them- 
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felves tobe feen by a ftranger without their gloves and 
rouge, which they {mear in large quantities upon their 
hideous countenances. Thefe people dwell in two kinds 
of houfes; their winter habitation is called yourth, and 
that of the fummer balagan. > _* 3 7 

The whole religion of the natives of Kamchatka confifts 
in the belief that their God, having formerly dwelled in 
Kamchatka, fixed his habitation upon the banks of each 
river feveral years, and peopled thofe places with his 
children, to whom before his difappearance to eftablith 
himfelf elfewhere, he gave the circumambient country for 
an inheritance. For this reafon they never quit a do- 
main fo ancient and unalienable. 

The fenfations of this people are merely corporeal. 
Happinefs, in their opinion, confifts in idlenefs, and the 
gratification of the natural appetites. It is impoflible to 
perfuade them that any mode of life can be more happy 
or more agreable than theirs, and they always confider 
the manner of living in Ruflia as worthy of their utmof 
contempt and difdain. 

The inhabitants of Kamchatka have a peculiar cuftom 
in contracting marriages; but as this ufage is defcribed in 
the memoir of Spamberg, I fhall not repeat in thisit 
place. Every intimacy between the fexes 1s allowed of, 
and, according to the principles of the Kamchatka na- 
tion, a plurality of wives is allowed; but the Ruffian 
government forbids poligamy, in which refpect perhaps 
it tends to depopulate this country. : 

It is difficult to conceive what reafons could lead fo 
wretched a people, who have nothing either to lofe or to 
gain, to enter into war. But it is very certain that. they 

are 
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are ftrongly addifted to revenge. The object of their 
wars can be only that of making prifoners, to em- 
ploy the men in work, and fubje& the women to their 
pleafures. There is no doubt, however, but that the 
Coffacks on their arrival excited troubles and differences 
among them, in order to profit by their inteftine wars. 
The conqueft of this nation has been a very difhcult tafk 
to the Coffacks, for, though feeble in its wretchednefs, it 
has fhewn itfelf terrible in its defence. They have availed 
themfelves of ftratagem and treachery when force was un- 
fuccefsful ; and if it be true that this nation is bafe, yet the 
fear of death prevails fo little among them, that fuicide is 
very common. There are inftances of thefe people being 
befieged by the Coffacks in a place of retreat, and, when 
deftitute of all hope of efcape, they have firft cut the 
throats of their wives and children, and afterwards killed 
themfelves. The ufe of muchomor is convenient for this 
purpofe, as a dofe of it caufes them to die by a profound 
{leep, which deprives them of all fenfation. The much- 
omor is a kind of champignon, very common in this 
country ; the infufion of which caufes drunkennefs and 
hilarity, but, if ufed to excefs, produces ftrong convul- 
fions, which terminate in death. 

After i had prefented my abridgment of the hiftory of 
Kamchatka to the governor, who found it a mafter-piece 
in his opinion, excepting that the expreffions were not 
fufhciently free from a foreign manner, I applied all my 
attention to contrive fuch meafures and precautions as 
might infure the fuccefs of my plan. The two inftances 
of treachery I had experienced made me very uneafy ; 
and as I had to do with pecple who were governed by 
Y 2 the 
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the prejudice of religion, I could not take too much pre-. 
caution to fecure myfelf. In confequence of this, I con- 
vened all my affociates on the 1ft of March, about fix in 
the evening. J] opened the committee by giving an ac- 
count of my voyage and the death of Levontiew, after 
which I declared that it appeared neceffary, in my opi- 
nion, that we fhould fumman all thofe who were abfent, 
in order that we might be ready to defend ourfelves, or 
to make an attack in cafe of neceflity. 

Mr. Meder informed the committee that he had pre- 

ared one hundred cartouch boxes, each containing forty- 
eight full cartridges, and fixty other charges faftened to 
each ; and that Mr. Cruftiew had colleéed, or caufed to 
be made, fixty knives, which might be ufed to advantage 
inftead of eutlaffes, as each of them was eighteen inches 
long and three broad: that fixteen pair of piftols and 
thirty-fix hatchets had been purchafed ; and that Mr. Pa~ 
now had caufed one hundred pikes to be made. 

The number of our company amounted to fifty-nine 
perfons, every one of whom appeared fully determined to 
fupport each other. I therefgre affured my companions. 
that when we had united our forces we fhould be able 
to refift every open attack, provided we were all together. 
For this reafon I ordered Mr. Panow to fend an immedi- 
ate exprefs to thofe that were abfent. The approach of 
{pring permitted our coming together without exciting 
any fufpicion ; becaufe the governor and all the inhabi- 
tants of Kamchatka were perfuaded that our attention 
was taken up in preparations for our eftablifhment on the 
extremity of the peninfula. 

: | In 
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_ In order to give more Arength to this peneral opinion, 
I propofed to the fociety that we fhould draw up a me+ 
morial, and prefent it to the governor, in which we 
fhould pray him to grant us a fhip to tran{port all our 
provifions and effects. 

The meeting was on the point of breaking up, when 
Mr. Panow made a motion. He began by obferving that 
the indifcretion of one fingle perfon would be fufficient 
to deftroy all our hopes ; for which reafon he held it to 
be of the laft neceffity to refolve in this committee that 
the affociation fhould give up all authority into my hands, 
in order that, after having given fo many proofs of my 
attachment to their interefts, I might in future be dif- 
penfed from communicating my intentions reipedting the 
meafures I propofed to take, and the means which I in- 
tended to employ in carrying my plan into execution. 
He therefore propofed that the whole fociety fhould agree 
to fubmit implicitly to my orders, and to ratify this fub- 
miffion by an oath. He obferved, that when the fociety 
had thus granted me the fupreme authority, it would 
depend upon myfelf to nominate my council and the 
chiefs who might be propofed to the parties I fhould 
hereafter form. 

Mr. Stephanow oppofed this motion ; but it was agreed 
to by the fociety, fo that Mr. Stephanow remained alone. 
In order to diffipate his confufion, I declared that I 
would nominate him a member of my council, becaufe, 
as he was the only one who miftrufted my intentions, he 
might fuperintend my actions. The mceting, however, 
oppofed his nomination, at the inftance of Mr. Panow, 
who declared that Stephanow had rendered himfelf in- 

| | eapable 
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capable of any confidence on our part, and that it was 
merely with a view of excluding. him from our fecrets 
that he had made his propofition. For he could not, 
as he obferved, conceal that he was in poffeffion of in- 
dications of treachery meditated on the part of Mr. Ste- 
phanow, though he had never chofen to fearch to the 
bottom of his intrigues, becaufe he was defirous of {paring 
the life and honour of his relation. But he threatened, 
that if Mr. Stephanow did not confent to receive and fub- 
mit to the future orders, till the day of our departure, 
he fhould hold himfelf obliged to employ every means in 
his power to come at the knowledge of his proceedings, 
and to expofe him to the company. 

I was extremely aftonifhed to hear Mr. Panow exprefs 
himfelf in this manner, in the prefence of Mr. Stephanow, 
who did not anfwer a fingle word. The company, equally 
furprized, requefted me to force Mr. Panow to declare 
what he knew; but I refufed, by obferving, that I 
refpected the fentiments of Mr. Panow, and placed the 
moft unbounded confidence in his declaration. Neverthe- 
lefs I afked Mr. Stephanow, whether he would receive and 
obey the orders ; to which he anfwered in the affirmative, 
at the fame time that he loaded me with inveétives, and 
declared that I was indebted to Mr. Panow for the prefer- 
vation of my life. He called his relation to witnefs, that he 
had no with to betray the interefts of the fociety, and that 
his vengeance had no other object in view than myfelf 
perfonally ; a lofs which, he faid, was of little confequence, 
as he was well affured that many of the company were 
more capable of executing the appointment of chief 
than myfelf. He even took upon him to declare, that 


- I had 


COUNT ve BENYOWSKY.  i63 


Thad abufed my authority in putting Levontiew to death, 
in which affair his coufin had been deceived ; though the 
truth was, that I was defirous of ufurping his fortune 
after his death. This confident affertion excited the in- 
dignation of Mr. Kuzneczow, who prefented the letter 
of the deceafed to the fociety. The hand-writing was 
immediately known, and the contents juftified my refo- 
lution. This circumftance, however, produced no change 
in the ideas of Stephanow, who demanded the judgment 
of God between him and myfelf. This judgment is 
founded on a cuftom of the Coffacks, which eftablithes. 
that the two opponents fhall fight a duel, in prefence of 
witnefles, and the perfon overcome is efteemed guilty. 

His ridiculous appeal produced a divifion in the meet- 
ing. The moft rational part were of opinion that it was 
neceflary to interpofe their authority, and condemn 
Stephanow ; but the reft hefitated. Upon this divi- 
fion I thought it proper to anfwer for myfelf, being 
affured that it was of the greateft confequence that I 
fhould give proofs of refolution. I therefore replied 
that I accepted his challenge, and appointed ten o'clock 
the following day to give him {fatisfaction, at the diftance 
of two leagues from our habitation. 

The aflociates agreed to accompany us, under pretence 
of hunting. This incident occafioned the final termina- 
tion of Mr. Panow’s propofition to be retarded. He 
thought proper, neverthelefs, to keep Mr. Stephanow in. 
fight, and to endeavour to pacify him; but. finding it 
impoffible to produce any alteration in his difpofition, 
as he himfelf told me, he abandoned. him.to. his unhappy 
fate. : 

On. 
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On the 2d: in the morning I ordered my fledge to be 
harneffed, and departed with Mefirs. Cruftiew and Kuznec- 
zow forthe rendezvous. Mr. Panow attended his relation, 
and at nine o'clock the whole company were met, and de- 
termined that the quarrel fhould be decided with the broad 
{word. As foon as we had received our arms he advanced 
towards me with unexampled temerity. I parried the 
firft ftroke he made, by engaging his {word, which broke 
in two; at which inftant I ftepped back to let him fee 
that I was not difpofed to take advantage of his being 
difarmed. The wretch then drew out a piftol, and fired it 
at me, without any other effect except that the ball grazed 
my leftarm. His treachery irritated me to fuch a degree 
that I advanced towards him, though I faw a fecond 
piftol in his hand, which, however, miffed fire. I then 
{feized him and threw him on the ground. The affociates 
immediately came up, and urged me to put him to 
death. This, however, I refufed. I put him into their 
hands, requefting that they would {pare the life of this 
wretched perfon; but my requeft did not prevent their 
infulting and ill treating him on all fides. 

Mr. Panow took charge of him, and we returned to 
our habitations, where I appointed a meeting of the 
committee at fix in the evening; and in the mean time I 
vifited the governor, with whom I dined. Our difcourfe 
ran upon the projects of Mr. Hettman. I omitted nothing 
to confirm the governor in the hope of poffeffing the 
government of Ochoczk. After dinner Madame Nilow 
called me afide, and informed me that her daughter 
preffed her refpecting the conclufion of our marriage, 
and confequently that it depended on me to perfuade her 
| to 
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to wait the moment fixed for our union; but that if I 
confented fhe would undertake to difpofe her hufband to 
agree to the celebration of our union. 

Being thus obliged to gain time, I had no other means 
of excufe than to urge my intention of firft making an 
excurfion to fix my new colony, and to build a houfe, 
and arrange my houfehold affairs, that her daughter 
might not be expofed to the rigour of the feafon, with- 
out every neceflary convenience. After a long conver. 
fation this good mother adopted my reafons, and pleaded 
my caufe with her daughter, to whom fhe introduced 
me; but as fhe foon after left us, the whole charge fell 
upon me, and it was with difficulty that I prevailed on 
this amiable young lady to confent to the delay. 


CHAP. XVH. 


VARIOUS PROCEEDINGS IN THE ASSOCIATION FOR PROJECTING THE 
3 ESCAPE OF THE EXILES FROM SLAVERY. 


Al. fix in the evening, I repaired to our meeting, 
where Mr. Cruftiew prefided in my abfence. He 
addrefled me in the name of the whole company, which 
granted me the entire authority and moft abfolute com- 
mand over the fociety. I accepted their fubmiffion, 
which was confirmed by mutual oath. After this ce- 
remony, I required Mr. Panow to declare the motives 


which had determined Mr. Stephanow to attempt my 
VoL. I, 
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life; he at firft begged me not to prefs him in this re~ 
fpect, as he obferved that he had given his word and oath 
to the unfortunate Stephanow, though he would not con- 
ceal that, in a long converfation with him fince his laft 
accident, he had obtained his permiflion to difcover the 
caufes that had produced his enmity towards me. 

My friends all declared unanimoufly that it was ne- 
ceflary the wretch fhould himfelf appear, whereupon 
Kuzneczow immediately went out to fetch him. This 
unhappy man appeared before us, not only without the 
leaft confufion, but with a degree of audacity by which 
he appeared to dareme. I made a fign to Mr. Cruftiew, 
who queftioned him concerning the difpofition of his 
mind, and the caufes which had produced his extreme 
malice againft me. His anfwer was to the following 
effect. , 

‘¢ Ever fince I firft knew your chief, I found it im- 
pofflible to forgive that fuperiority which he has affumed 
over usall. My jealoufy was often outrageous, but the 
confidence he repofed in me ufually reftored my reccl~ 
leétion, and I have often applauded my own refolution 
in overcoming my natural difpofition, which led me to 
offend. I had even perfuaded myfelf that I poffeffed 
the moft unfhaken attachment to him, when I was 
furprized by jealoufy. I beheld the lovely daughter 
of the governor, I became enamoured of her, and the 
certain knowledge of her approaching marriage with 
your chief, caufed me to fwear his deftruction. You 
know the reft, gentlemen, and I here proteft, that 
though his generofity has preferved my life, it has 
made nochange in my intentions. If, therefore, it - 
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«* of any confequence to you to preferve his life, do not 
‘< {pare mine.” 7 
- Several members of the fociety reprefented his folly. 
and bafenefs to him, but his anfwers only fhewed that his 
mind was in a ftate of defperation. His fituation, never- 
thelefs, affeéted me, and I addreffed myfelf to him in a 
mild and friendly manner, affuring him that I har- 
boured no refentment againft him, though he had juft 
reafons to blame himfelf for the little confidence he 
repofed in me, before he made a determination to engage 
in fo bafe an attempt againft my fafety. I acquainted 
him that it was very true I had an efteem for the gover- 
nor’s daughter, and had reafons to think myfelf the objec 
of her affection; but that I did not intend to marry her, 
and confequently his defpair was premature. I then 
called the whole company to witnefs the truth of my 
affertions ; whereupon the unhappy Stephanow fell at 
my feet, begged a thoufand pardons, and entreated me to 
forget all that had pafled. I promifed the moft abfolute 
compliance with this requeft, on condition that he would 
inviolably fubmit to the orders of the fociety; and with a 
view to make fure of him, I nominated three affociates to 
attend him and watch his motions. After I had thus 
received the fatisfaction of recalling this man to his fenfes, | 
F adjourned the committee till nine o’clock. 
On the 3d, Mr. Panow waited upon me in the morn- 
ing, to thank me for the goodnefs I had fhewn to his un- 
happy. friend, at the fame time that, in his name, he 
requelted permiflion to fee me. I confented, the more 
willingly, as I could depend upon the rectitude of Mr. 
Panow. Stephanow arrived about ten o’clock, and en- 
“2 treated 
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treated me to confirm the promife that I did not intend 
to marry the governor’s daughter, which I did with. the 
utmoft earneftnefs; upon which he begged, thas at the 
inftant of my departure I would permit hinv to. carry her 
off. Compaflion. for the man’s unhappy fiouation, as: 
well as the neceffity of faving myfelf from the exeefs: of 
his defpair, induced me to. promife, after advifing: him. ta 
be patient, that Ii would ufe every means. to fatisfy his. 
withes, as far as their accomplifhment might agree with 
the inclinations of the young lady. This. promife con- 
tented the poor man, who then returned to his. confine- 
ment. Mr. Panow, after his. departure, embraced me 
cordially, with many thanks for the pains I took to re- 
{tore the peace of mind of his relation. The reft of the 
day was employed in compofing the order of! fervice for 
my companions, that every one might perform his-tafk 
with propriety. In the evening the hettman came with. 
feveral merchants to lofe fome games at chefs, which hap- 
pened to his wifh, and produced no {mall profit ; for his 
winnings. did not amount to. lefs than two thoufand five 
hundred roubles that. night. } 

On the 4th, I received a letter from Nifney Oftrogg, 
from one of the affociates, named Loginow, who ad- 
vifed that three exiles from Verchney Oftrogg had re- 
folved to wait upon me, in order to be admitted into our 
fociety, though he was affured: that. their defign was to 
regain their liberty by betraying me. He expreffed his 
fufpicions that thefe three exiles had been informed of 
our defign by the late Levontiew, and concluded his let- 
ter by informing me that himfelf and Sibaew had re- 
folved to return very foon, with all the other affociates. 


On, 
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_ On the sat, g] convened a meeting to draw up a Ppe- 
tition to the governor, requefting a weffel fer the carriage 
of ous utenfils and: effedts to: Lopattka, in order that we 
might form: our eftablifhment. After this bufinefs was 
difpatched,, I informed! them of the approaching arrival of 
eur companions from: Nifney Oftrogg, and the project of 
the three exiles of Verchney. With regard to the laft 
affain, we. refolved: that we would eae a to them that it 
was very true we had formed a defign to efcape from the 
tyranny. under which we had fuffered, but that fince the 
governor had extended his protection to us, we had de- 
termined to form a new colony at Lopattka, and confe- 
guently we fhould propofe to them to affociate in our 
undertaking. I: requefted all the members of our faciety 
to:converfe with them agreeable to this arrangement. 

Towards evening, a certain merchant, named Krafitni- 
kow,. arrived, and propoféd to me to enter into a contract 
with him for the fole furnifhing of our colony with fupplies ; 
on which account he promifed to give credit for twelve 
thoufand roubles. I replied, that this affair being a 
common concern to all the individuals who compofed this 
new colony, Icould not, for that reafon, make any fti- 
pulation with him until I had firft received their in- 
ftruGions; though I did not doubt their confent, on ac- 
count of: the great advantages the fociety would derive 
from fuch a credit. This poor merchant already de- 
voured in imagination the great advantages which fuch 
an exclufion muft produce. In hopes, therefore, of 
purchafing my good will, he drew a purfe of two hundred 
roubles out of his pocket, which he preffed me to accept, 
and which I did not think proper to refufe, as it ferved 
: the 
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the better to cover my intentions and gpnfirm the pub- 
lic in the perfuafion that a new colony was really about 
tobe formed. With this view I likewife begged him to 
procure me fome good carpenters and black{miths. | 

On the 6th, I was invited to fpend the day with the 
hettman, who put a confufed mafs of papers into my, 
hands, containing his projects relative to the Aleuthes 
iflands; from which he begged me to compofe a me- 
morial to be prefented to her Imperial Majefty. The 
head of this man was filled with fuch a numerous ar- 
rangement of chimerical projects, that it was with the 
utmoft difficulty I could diffuade him from the groffeft 
abfurdities in the foundation of his fyftem ; and perhaps 
I fhould not have fucceeded, if the chancellor, who ar- 
rived during our conference, had not fupported my 
reafoning. 

In the evening the governor’s adhe arrived, who, at 
my requeft, invited fome of my companions, among 
whom was Mr. Stephanow. I had before found an op- 
portunity to perfuade Mifs Aphanafia to diffemble. her 
icntiments towards him, which fhe promifed to do, and I 
could depend on her promife. In this manner we 
pafied the evening very agreeably, and I had fufficient 
leiflure to make my reflections on the weaknefs of the 
human mind, when I faw that the fame Stephanow, who, 
a {hort time before had ufed every effort for my deftruc- 
tion, Was now continually loading me with the titles of 
his guardian angel and benefadtor. 

Upon our departure I accompanied the governor’s lady 
home, at her own requeft, where I learned the difcourfe 
which had pafled between Mr. Stephanow and Mifs 
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Aphanafia. The amount was that Stephanow had de- 
clared his love in due form, and entreated her to accept 
him for her hufband. To this the lady anfwered, that 
as fhe had not yet had a fufficient opportunity to become 
acquainted with him, fhe could not accede to his pro- 
pofal; but that fhe hoped time would tend to advance 
his expectations. She affured him that fhe had no 
averfion to his countenance, but that the accomplifhment 
of his hopes would, it was to be feared, find great ob- 
ftacles on the part of her parents, who expected a fortune 
to fecure her future welfare; and, as Mr. Stephanow, being 
an exile, could have no poffeffions, the adjuftment of that 
bufinefs would doubtlefs be very difficult. She further 
acquainted him that this greateft obftacle could only be 
removed by-my protection, for which purpofe fhe recom- 
mended him to employ every means of cultivating my 
friendfhip. I thanked this amiable young lady for her 
goodnefs, while at the fame time I felt the fincereft re- 
egret to behold myfelf the inftrument of her future af- 
fliction, though her kindnefs and friendfhip banifhed, for 
the moment, thefe afflicting thoughts from my mind. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


THE EXILES IN DANGER OF TREACHERY. THEY ENDEAVOUR TO 
PROCURE A VESSEL, BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS. THEIR MILITARY 
ARRANGEMENT. FINAL PROJECT. 


N my return home Mr. Cruftiew informed me of 
the arrival of Mefirs. Ivafkin, Voladimir, and Puf- 
karew, the three exiles concerning whom I had received 
information from Verchney. On the 7th in the morning 
I received a vifit from Mr. Stephanow, who fatigued me 
by his meannefs. At ten o'clock Mr. Ivafkin came to 
fee me, together with his two companions. ‘Their frft 
converfation turned upon their fufferings and their birth, 
which they finifhed by compliments, and the obfervation 
that they had lived long enough in the world to be 
ready to fubmit to the commands of fo enlightened a 
chief as myfelf, at the fame time that they declared the 
intention for which they had come fo far; namely, to 
be’ in readinefs to facrifice their lives to promote my in- 
tereft. I thanked them for their compliment, but de- 
clared, that as I was equally wretched with themfelves, 
it was out of my power to ferve them in any other 
way than by mitigating, in fome meafure, the hardfhips 
of their fituation, for which purpofe, in cafe they chofe to 
aflociate with us to form our new colony, I would readily 
fhare with them the advantages which our labour and in- 
duftry might procure. This reply had a very ftriking 
effect upon their countenances. Mr. Ivafkin replied that 
they had formed very different hopes, as they had heard 
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from fome of their intimate friends that I had refolved 
to purfue a plan to fet the exiles at liberty; the hope 
of co-operating in which had been the fole motive of their 
application to me. . Upon this declaration I affured them, 
that it was true that the unhappy ftate of flavery in which I 
found myfelf, as well as the fufferings of fuch a number 
of brave men, had led me, at firft, to the determination of 
running all rifks to procure our liberty, but that fince 
government had granted us fuch diftinguifhed marks of 
protection, and had given us the means of procuring an 
eafy and comfortable fituation, I had changed my refo- 
lution, and had perfuaded all my companions to re- 
linguifh theirs; in confequence of which they had re- 
folved to affift in my labours. I continued to difplay to 
them, at full length, the advantages that might be ex- 
pected to refult from our enterprize; and I gave fo 
flattering an account of the hopes I had conceived of it’s 
fuccefs, that they were entirely convinced of it’s reality. 
Several of our companions entered foon after, and the 
converfation turned entirely upon the means I had adopted 
to render our eftablifhment fuccefsful. I took this op- 
portunity of afking Mr. Ivafkin for his determination, 
who replied, that the thing required mature examina- 
tion, and could not “be decided in an inftant; but 
Mefirs. Pufkarew and Voladimir declared that they would 
unite themfelves to us without referve, and at the fame 
time proceeded to fay, in the prefence of Mr. Ivafkin, 
that as for him, they were determined to have no further 
connection ‘with one who had formed the villainous 
project of obtaining his pardon by bétraying a number 
of brave men. They declared that they had undertaken 
Vou. I. Aa the 
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the journey with him, expreffly with the intention of fruf- 
trating his defign, in cafe our views had been. to efcape 
from Kamchatka, and proceeded to relate the whole of 
Ivafkin’s project, who finding himfelf difcovered, began 
to intreat for pardon. I faid no more to him. in 
reply, than that the idea alone of fo vile an undertaking 
convinced me that he could not efcape difgrace and 
punifhment, though, with refpe@ to myfelf, as my con- 
duct had been fuch as to fear no reproaches, I would 
confent to pardon him, on condition that he never again 
appeared in my fight. 

After his departure, as I did not think it prudent to ex- 
pofe myfelf to the enterprizes of fo bafe a wretch, I imme- 
diately waited on the chancellor, and acquainted him with 
Ivafkin’s attempt. This account enraged the chancel- 
lor to fuch a degree, that he immediately went to the 
governor, and obtained an order to difpatch Ivafkin to 
Verchney, with an injunction never to return again to 
Bolfha. Thus ended the attempt of this infidious wretch. 
My companions congratulated me on its happy iffue ; but 
I required them to difcover none of our views or intentions 
to our new affociates, becaufe I was defirous firft of gaining 
a knowledge of their real intentions before we fhould com- 
municate any particulars of information to them. 

- On the 8th I convened the chiefs of our fociety, ‘and 
went in a body with them to the chancery to prefent our 
petition, which the governor caufed to be read. The 
decifion of the council was, that, as government could 
not furnifh us with a veflel, we fhould be fupplied by 
baydars, which are large boats. In confequence of which 
refglution, a fufhcient numberof thefe boats were ordered 

to 
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to be. delivered; to us, which, by making feveral trips 
along the fhore, might render us fervices equally effential 
with thofe of a larger veflel. To prevent delay the go- 
vernor ordered them to be immediately delivered, and at 
the fame time he caufed the conceflion of the land of 
Lopattka to be given into my hands, together with the 
ermiffion to begin my operations as foon as I thought 
proper. 
_ This seblingen: fo unfavourable to our interefts, de- 
{ftroyed our hope of poflefling a veflel in our own 
power. I therefore affembled a committee, in which, 
after confiderable difcuffion, it was determined, that we 
fhould poftpone our departure, under various pretences, till 
we could {feize a proper opportunity of gaining poffeflion 
of an armed veffel by main force, and by that means 
making our efcape. And, in order that the execution of 
this proje& might not be left entirely to accidental events, 
we appointed the 12th for a fecret committee, the mem- 
bers of which were immediately nominated, and were 
as follow: Myfelf, Prefident; Mr. Cruftiew, Mr. Kuz- 
neczow, Mr. Baturin, Mr. Panow, Mr. Gourcfinin, and 
Mr. Wynbladth. . 

On the rath Sibaew and Loginow arrived from N ifney- 
Oftrogg with twelve other affociates. I dined this day 
with the governor, and after dinner Madame Nilow 
acquainted me that fhe defigned to caufe a complete 
houfe to be conftruéted in wood, that it might be carried 
to the {pot where I might eftablifh the principal place 
of my new colony. She affured me, that I need not 
give myfelf any uneafinefs concerning the arrangement 
of ‘my houfehold affairs, as fhe was deteaniied to take 
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charge of the whole; for fhe declared ‘her intention, 
that my marriage with her daughter fhould be celebrated 
in the month of May at. fartheft. This delay reméved 
the apprehenfions I had began to entertain. I thanked 
her with all my heart for the care fhe had the goodnefs 
to take of my future eftablifhment, and paffed the reft 
of the day in the company of this worthy family. It 
was very late before I returned home, where I found 
a letter from Mr. Norin, commanding officer at Nifney, 
which was brought by Sibeaw. This officer had for- 
warded to me a quantity of furs, in payment for the fum 
I had lent him. He felicitated me on my poffeffion of 
the favour of the governor, and my approaching mar- 
riage, and concluded his letter by requefting my pro- 
tection. 

On the roth I conferred with the different perfons 
appointed to form the committee of the rath, and the 
reft of the day was employed in attending to our arms 
and ammunition. 

On the 11th the private meeting was held by adjourn- 
ment, to appoint the order of fervice, in cafe we fhould 
be obliged to act by main force. It was fettled as fol- 
lows in three divifions. : 

The left wing, commanded by Mr. Wynbladth. 

Mr. Kuzneczow, 
Stephanow, 
Sibeaw, 
Bielfky, 
Lopciow, 
With thirteen affociates. 
The 
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The center, Myfelf, chief. | 

Mr, Panow, 
Ruimin, 
Meder, — 
Srebernicow, | 
‘Loginon, 
Baturin, 

With fourteen affociates. 


The right wing, commanded by Mr. Cruftiew. 

| Archidiacre. Protopop, 
The Prince Zadzkoy, 
Brandorp, 
Novozilow, 
Lapkin, 

— Volkow, 
With twelve affociates. 


With regard to Mefirs. Pufkarew and Voladimir, as 
well as 1{maelow and Bayarew, who had been before pro- 
pofed by Mr. Stephanow, we determined to communicate 
no part of our intentions to them ’till after the cxpedition. 
On the fame day it was determined, that all the arms 
fhould be carried into our hall of meeting, where they 
fhould be kept charged, and in order to conceal them 
from view, an alcove fhould be ereéted for that purpofe. 

On the rath, at eight in the morning, the committee 
met, wherein I propofed to confult refpecting an expe- 
dient to procure a fuitable veffel, in which we might effect 
our efcape as foon as the port fhould be open by the 
thawing of the ice. Mr. Wybladth propofed to embrace 


the opportunity, when a veffel fhould be on the point of 
| a failing, 
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failing, as the captain ufually gives an entertainment the 
evening before, at which a part of our fociety might in- 
troduce themfelves with a quantity of poifoned liquors, 
which might be adminiftered before the clofe of the 
night, fo that about midnight it would be eafy to get 
poffeffion of the veflel ; after which, on a fignal being 
given, the whole affociation might go on board, and 
force the crew to fet fail without the leaft oppofition. 
His advice was rejected. | . 

Mr. Gourcfinin was of opinion, that we might make our 
efcape with eur boats, in which we might pafs from one 
of the Kurelles iflands to another, and thence to Japan, 
where we might meet with Dutch vefiels, and gain a paf- 
fage to Europe. His advice was not approved of. The 
difficulty of navigating thefe boats in the open fea was 
attended with evident danger of feparation; befides 
which, in order to arrive at the eftablifhment of the 
Dutch at Nangafaky, it would be neceflary to fail round 
Japan, which was impracticable. 

Mr Panow declared that he would not prefume to 
make any propofal on account of his ignorance in fea 
affairs, but referred intirely to me for information. 

Mr. Baturin propofed to give the governor an enter- 
tainment on the pretended occafion of our approaching 
departure to Lopattka, to which we might invite all the 
prineipals of the town; and that in the middle of the 
night, we fhould feize and keep them as hoftages until 
government confented to deliver a veffel to us. This 
propofition was likewife rejected, becaufe complicated in 
the execution; for as the garrifon amounted to two hun- 
dred and forty foldiers, a number greatly fupcrior to ours, 
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it would always be in their power to force us to fet the 
perfons at liberty, whom we might have feized ; . befides 
which, as there were near feven hundred Coffacks in the 
town, it was not probable that fo confiderable a number 
of armed men would not intereft themfelves in a quarrel 
of this nature. Laftly, a difficulty equally infurmoun- 
table arofe from the officers of the marine in the port, 
who might collect their failors belonging to nine or eleven 
vefiels then in the harbour, and render our efcape im- 

poflible. | 
Meffrs. Kuzneczow and Cruftiew prefled for my 
opinion, which I ftated by reprefenting to the commitee 
the inconveniencies annexed to the execution of the projects 
before propofed. I convinced them that every attempt 
by main force would be impra¢ticable, and therefore not 
to be made, unlefs called for by the preffling fituation of 
events. I avowed my readinefs to facrifice my life ; but, 
at the fame time, expreffed my opinion that our affairs 
were not fo defperate as that we fhould leave every thing 
to chance. I informed them that my wifh was to take 
advantage of the departure of the packet St. Peter and 
St. Paul, which would be ready on the 15th of May, 
and was manned by only twenty-two failors, with fave or 
fix paflengers. It was therefore my defire, that ten or 
twelve of our affociates fhould engage as failors on board 
this veflel, and that Mr. Kuzneczow, being a merchant, 
might agree with the captain for hts pafflage, by which 
means it would be eafy to engage the captain by promifes 
and money to receive feveral bales of furs fecretly in the 
night, -on pretence of evading the duties. This arrange- 
ment would require the captain to fail out of the an 
Our 
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bour in the evening, when it would be eafy for us to board 
the veffel by the affiftance of our boats, in which cafe we 
fhould find ourfelves mafters of the veffel without any ef- 
fufion of blood, as our number would exceed that of the 
crew four to one; after which we might fend back 
the failors and officers in our boats, and continue our 
voyage. | 

The end of our debate was, that my propofition was 
unanimoufly approved, and the committee charged Mr. - 
Kuzneczow to felect twelve affociates, and procure them 
to be entered on board that veffel. In the evening the 
whole fociety aflembled, and received the agreeable news 
that the meafures for carrying our enterprize into execu- 
tion were abfolutely fettled, without endangering the life. 
or fafety of any one. ‘This declaration fet every mind 
at eafe. After which I acquainted the fociety that 1 
thought it necefflary to make a journey to Lopattka, in 
order to fix the public opinion refpeéting the eftablifhment 
of our colony. The meeting approved my propofition, 
whereupon I nominated Mefirs. Stephanow, Panow, 
Wynbladth, and fix others, to accompany me. | 

On the 13th, 1 acquainted the governor, and alfo the 
chancellor and the hettman, with my intentions. The 
governor gave directions for fupplying me with an order, 
that all the tajons, or chiefs of the villages of Kamchatka, 
{fhould afford me the fame affiftance as would have been 
given to himfelf. Madame Nilow promifed me provi- 
fions for the journey. The reft of the day was employed 
in preparing our fledges and refrefhing the dogs, _ 
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CHAP. XIX... 
A JOURNEY TO LOPATTKA. SIBERIAN SORCERY. RETURN TO BOLSHA. 


ON the 14th, at feven in the morning, I departed with 
four fledges; we ftopped at the governor's houfe 
to breakfaft and take our leave. The governor’s fon 
and Mifs Aphanafia, accompanied us as far as Nichilova, 
where we dined with the tajon, and afterwards parted. 
I continued my route as far as Tfekawka, where we flept 
at the houfe of the tajon. Here we found a fchaman, 
who called himfelf a forcerer, and who, according to 
the opinion of the natives, had dealings with the devil. 
I was defirous of being a witnefs of the manners of 
thefe impoftors, and therefore preffed the tajon to bring 
the {chaman to me, that he might tell my fortune: 
the tajon accordingly ufed his endeavours to perfuade 
him to gratify my expectations; and a prefent of fix 
roubles fecured his compliance. Here follows an account 
of the manner in which the forcerers ‘of Kamchatka 
exhibit their artifices + | 

He firft caufed all the women to go out of the yourth, 
after which he ftripped himfelf entirely naked, and 
wafhed his whole body with his own urine. He then 
clothed himfelf in a long garment made of dogs 
fkins, tanned; upon his head he placed a capuchin 
with two horns, and laftly he faftened a drum to his 
belt. Thus equipped he placed himfelf in the center 
of the yourth, turned round once, cried out, hurts: 
kutui, khutuchta, and drew a_ bottle out of his 
Vou. I. Bb budget, 
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budget, part of the contents of which he drank. He 
then threw himfelf on the ground, where he remained 
motionlefs for ten or fifteen minutes. At the expiration 
of this time he began to howl and cry, and foon after got 
up and beat the drum with all his might, and without any 
intermiflion, except at intervals to.give more efficacy to his 
howlings. His motions were fo violent that he {creamed 
eut with all his force, and at laft, his mouth, eyes, and 
all his limbs, became convulfed in a manner truly fhock- 
ing to behold. When an hour had thus paffed, during 
which he made every imaginable contortion, the fehaman 
{at down on the ground, and began his prophecy with a 
hoarfe and feeble voice. The following is what he faid, 
word for word: ‘* Thou art come to demand thy fate of 
“my fpirit; he will fecond thy efforts to avenge the 
‘¢ death of the fpirits of our fathers whom the Ruffians 
‘© have cut off. It is Kutuchta who is with thee. Thou 
‘ fhalt behold the blood of thine enemies, thou fhalt be 
‘< happy in thy voyage; but ‘afterwards, when thou thalt 
‘ {pill blood and thine own fhall flow, thou fhalt be 
‘< dear to the fpirits of our fathers.’’ After thefe words 
he fell afleep, and the tajon caufed him to be carried into 
a feparate yourth. | 

Upon my enquiry refpecting the liquor this pretended 
forcerer had drank, the tajon informed me that it 
was an infufion of muchomor, a kind of champignon, 
which has the power of intoxicating. He aflured me 
that its force was fuch, that the fchaman fometimes 
flept three or four days after it; whence I concluded 
that the muchomor produced effects fimilar to thofe 
of opium. As foon as this curious, though by no 
means 
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means agreeable entertainment was over, I went to bed 
and flept comfortably. 

On the 15th, we arrived at Kurinka, a village compofed 
of eight yourths, where we ftaid till a ftorm was over, 
which every inftant threatened to bury us beneath the 
{fnow. a | 

On the 16th, we arrived at Compak, a village fituated 
at the foot of the mountain Opala. The tajon of this 
place prefented me with feveral pieces of copper ore, and 
{ome pieces of lapis lazuli. 

On the 17th, I flept at Ozernaia, a village fituated on 
the banks of a river of the fame name, which flows into 
the lake Kurille. 

On the 18th, we arrived at Tontina, a village of the 
Kurilles; the tajon received us cordially, and promifed 
to accompany. us in examining the whole country of 
Lopattka; but as we arrived very late and were greatly 
fatigued, we deferred the bufinefs to a future day. 

On the roth, the tajon prefented his family to us, and 
made us an offer of his veffels to double the cape; for he 
affured us that the eaftern part of Lopattka was more 
fertile than that which he inhabited ; but as I had deter- 
mined to condué myfelf in fuch a manner as to convince 
government that I really defigned to eftablifh a colony, 
I propofed to travel inland towards the lake Kuil, and 
therefore requefted the tajon to provide me with a guide. 
He offered his own fervices, and that of his fons; we 
therefore departed at nine in the morning, and arrived 
very late in the evening on the banks of the lake, after 
which we travelled to the eaftward along its banks, and 
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arrived at an habitation of the arcs! where v we paffed 
the night. 

On the 20th; we directed our courfe toward the head 
of a {mall river which falls into the lake, and. is nearly 
in the midway between cape Lopattka, and the lake 
itfelf. Here we had the good fortune to find a very 
agreeable plain ; but as it was ftill covered with fnow, I 
could not form any judgment refpeCting the foil. For 
this reafon I contented myfelf with erecting feveral pi- 
quets, to denote the fituation of the future town, and 
then I drew a plan of the place, with the intention of 
more effectually fecuring the good opinion of the gover- 
nor and other principal inhabitants. From this place we 
departed diredtly for Tontina, where we arrived in the 
evening. 

On the morning of the 21ft, after a fhort repofe, I 
requefted the tajon to furnifh me with two Baydara, in 
which, with a gentle breeze at north-weft, I failed round the 
cape in avery fhort time. The ifland Schoumtfkoy being 
in fight, I determined to land on its north-weft fide, 
where I paffed the night, becaufe there was no wind, and 
I did not wifh to fatigue the rowers. 

On the 22d, I failed to the ifland Poromufir; and as 
the wind began to draw round to the eaftward, I deter- 
mined to pafs over to the ifland Anfigonone, commonly 
called Alaide. We quitted Poromufir at ten in the 
morning, and arrived at Alaide at three quarters after 
three, where we flept upon the fnow, having no other 
bed than our bear’s fkins. 

On the 23d, the beauty of the weather, with the wind 
in the fouth-weft quarter, tempted me to return to Bolfha 
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by fea;, but as I had left my fledges and equipage with — 
the tajon of Tontina, I refolved to fend Mr. Panow 
thither in one of the boats, that he might return with 
our equipage to Bolfha. After his departure I fet fail at 
eleven in the morning, and failed north-eaft a quarter 
north, with a {trong breeze, under which we made great 
way. About five in the evening we arrived at the en- 
trance of Lopattka, where we got in with much difh- 
culty, as we had the misfortune to run aground on the 
bar. 

On the 24th, at four in the morning, we departed 
from Lopattka and failed along fhore until we arrived 
at the port of Bolfha at three in the afternoon, and came 
to an anchor at Tchekawka, a bay at the entrance of the 
port; for the river being frozen, we could not proceed 
turther by water. Hence I fent to the tajon for fledges, 
and after making fome prefents to the Kurelles of Ton- 
tina, I departed for Bolfherezk, at which place F arrived: 
on the 25th, at three in the morning. 

My return furprized Mr. Cruftiew, who informed me, 
that the governor’s lady had fent orders to the tajon of 
Nifchilow, to inform her of my arrival, as fhe had deter- 
mined to make a party of pleafure to meet me. But the 
news which gave me the greateft fatisfaction was, that 
every thing was quiet, and no one any longer doubted 
the reality of our project. I then laid down to reft; but 
as I intended to furprize the governor, by appearing before 
him and prefenting my plan, I gave orders to awake me 
at fix in the morning, when I gat up and fketched out 
my plan, with the fituations of our gardens, which, on 
the whole, made a very pretty appearance. I finifhed my 
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work at ten o’clock, and immediately waited upon the 
governor. ‘The ferjeant of the guard knew me at a dif- 
tance, and carried the news to the governor and his whole 
family, whom I found on the draw-bridge. I was greatly 
affected at the manner in which they received me. The 
governor took me with him into his clofet, and heard the 
account of my excurfion; but upon the fight of my plan it 
was impoffible to conceal his joy. He obferved that the 
enterprize was really one of the moft happy thoughts in 
the world, and faid he had not the leaft doubt but her 
Imperial Majefty would give marks of her fatisfaction on 
receiving the plan, together with his reprefentation of the 
collateral circnmftances. Full of this projeé, he fent 
for the chancellor and the hettman, to communicate his 
ideas to them ; while in the mean time he fent me to give 
an account of my abfence to his dear Aphanafia. This 
beautiful arid lovely young lady received me with thofe 
tranfports which the candour and opennefs of her dif- 
pofition did not permit her to conceal, and her refpect- 
able mother bore a fhare in her joy. | 
I] was detained to dinner, and, during my ftay, had n 

leifure to refleé& on the agitation of my mind. The 
different queftions of the governor, the chancellor, 
and the hettman, which required proper anfwers, af- 
forded fufficient employment for my whole attention. 
But as foon as dinner was over I retired, on pretence 
of taking fome repofe, but was very far from being ca- 
pable. For, on my return home, I could no longer 
{upport the anxiety which poffefled my mind, and forced 
me to attend to an infinity of reflections that prefented 
themfelves, Every day brought the moment of the exe- 
| cution 
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cution of my enterprize. nearer. Gratitude, and the at- 
tachment I had formed to the governor’s family, feemed 
to reproach me; for I clearly faw that my departure 
‘would be artended with the ruin of him, and all his fa- 
mily, becaufe the court would attribute to him alone the 
crime of granting me the means of.making my efcape. 
Thefe refletions were ftill further aggravated by the con- 
fideration that our enterprize, though well planned, 
might fail, and, in that cafe, no other expedient would 
remain than to attack and gain poffeflion of the fort by 
furprize ; an expedient which could not be carried into 
execution without rifking the blood of thofe who had fo. 
greatly interefted themfelves in my welfare. It was 
evident that the governor, who had given-me his con- 
fidence, and had honoured me with his friendfhip, was 
intitled to my moft grateful returns; but, on the other. 
hand, as the chief of a party, I fhould become perjured, 
and unworthy to live if I fhould endanger or abandon the 
interefts of the fociety. 

Such were my reflections, which I communicated to 
Mr. Cruftiew, a man of underftanding and a fincere 
friend After he had heard me, he embraced me, 
and affured me that, from the knowledge of my cha- 
racter, he had always been apprehenfive of this crifis ; 
that he was infinitely obliged to me for the confidence I 
had placed in him, and would fpeak his fentiments with 
freedom. He admitted, that the court would impute my 
efcape to the governor, if information fhould be given: 
re{pecting the advantages he had afforded me ;: but that the 
chancellor and the hettman, being likewife concerned, there: 
could be no doubt but they would draw up their report 
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in fuch a manner that the court fhould know nothing of 
what the governor had done in my favour. For this 
reafon, he obferved, that I might difmifs my apprehen- 
fions; more efpecially as my obligations to the governor 
could not be put in competition with my duty to the 
focicty. Such, he faid, was his opinion with refpec to 
our future efcape; but in cafe we fhould be obliged to 
act by open force, one or the other event muft happen, 
either that we fhould all be put to the fword, or fhould 
become mafters of the country. In which laft cafe, it 
would be in my power to carry the governor with me by 
force, who, no doubt, would embrace this determination 
with pleafure, with a view of efcaping from punifhment ; 
and that, on our arrival in Europe, I fhould find means 
to fhew my gratitude to him and his whole family. 

Thefe reafons, weak as they were, ferved to quiet my 
mind, and I perceived, that when the mind eafily 
gives way to defpair, it is as eafily comforted. They 
who may read the prefent paflage ought to beware of 
deciding either on my weaknefs or my fortitude. When 
Mr. Cruftiew obferved that my anxiety was removed, he 
propofed to aflemble a committee, which I appointed to 
to be held at eleven that evening. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. XX. 


A DANGEROUS DISTURBANCE AMONG THE EXILES. ITS CONSEQUENCE, 


fhe principal affociates met, and Mr. Kuzneczow 
informed me, that he had fucceeded in placing ten 
hunters and two natives of Kamchatka, on whom he 
could rely, among the crew of the packet St. Peter and 
St. Paul, and that he had likewife agreed with the cap- 
tain for his paflage to Ochoczk, as well as refpecting 
the embarking and private conveyance of his merchan- 
dizes. This account of the advanced ftate of our affairs 
gave me the greateft fatisfaction. 

On the 26th in the morning, I received an invitation 
for myfelf and friends from Madame Nilow, to attend her 
on an excurfion in our fledges. We therefore waited on 
the governor, and fet out with him and his family, ac- 
companied by the chancellor and the hettman. At the 
diftance of two leagues from the banks of the Boltha, 
near its entrance, we {topped and examined fome houfes, 
newly and very neatly built in wood. After this infpec- 
tion, the governefs informed me, that they were defigned 
for me and her daughter, obferving, at the fame time, 
that fhe thought it became her, as a mother, to give us 
houfes and furniture, as her hufband had given us land. 
The governor, who was ‘till this inftant unacquainted 
with his lady’s undertaking, highly approved it, and 
ordered the chancellor to direét workmen to finith 
the building. Mr. Stephanow, who was prefent, and 
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heard all that paffed, could not avoid obferving to Mr. 
Cruftiew, that he faw very clearly that I deceived him, 
and fhould deceive the whole fociety, after which words 
he went off with his fledge. Mr. Cruftiew concealed 
this difcourfe from me, and only faid, that he was obliged 
to go; immediately after which, he left us: fo that I 
remained alone with Mr. Baturin, with whom I waited 

upon the governor home, and dined with his family. 
After dinner, Mr. Sibeaw requefted to {peak with me, 
and informed me that it was abfolutely neceffary I fhould 
go home, as Mr. Stephanow had produced a dangerous 
riot. I fent him back with the affurance that I would 
come without delay; but as it was neceflary that I fhould 
give fome reafon to the governor for my hafty departure, 
I told him in public, that I was informed Mr. Stephanow 
had again fallen into a ftate of phrenzy, which required 
my affiftance. Mifs Aphanafia faid openly, that fhe 
knew his diforder, and was convinced itt was not at all 
dangerous. It was to no purpofe that I made figns to 
her to defift, as fhe took no notice, but directing her- 
felf to me; You are going, faid fhe, to intereft your- 
felf in favour of an unhappy wretch, who wifhes to de- 
prive you of life ; upon which fhe burft intotears. Thefe 
words excited the governor’s curiofity, who demanded an 
explanation ; whereupon I gave him an undifguifed ac- 
count of my adventure and combat with Stephanow, not 
emitting to obferve, that his enmity arofe from his paf- 
fion for Mifs Aphanafia. Upon this information, the 
governor defired me to let him fend him to prifon, where 
he would contrive to render him a little wifer. JI infifted, 
however, upon its being Icft in my power to — 
im 
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him at home, and, at the fame time, reprefented the 
neceflity of this aét of authority for maintaining fub- 
ordination among thofe who were deftined to form the 
new colony. He therefore determined to grant me this 
right, and the chancellor added, that it was very proper. 
that I fhould be permitted to exert my authority. Seeing 
the governor in this difpofition, I requefted the conceflion 
of this power in writing, and accordingly the chancellor 
drew up an inftrument, which the governor immediately 
figned. 

Thefe tranfaétions prevented me from returning home 
as foon as I fhould otherwife have done. Upon my ar- 
rival, I found more than fifty foldiers or coflacks round 
our habitations, difputing with my companions. I was 
immediately informed that Mr. Stephanow, after a difpute 
with Mr. Cruftiew, had called a foldier, who was in fight, 
and told him to run for affiftance, for that otherwife I 
fhould put him to death, and that he had fecrets to 
reveal tothe chancery. The foldier had colle@ed others, 
and feveral coflacks came to the afliftance of Stepha- 
now, who was already fhut up by our companions. The 
foldiers infifted that he fhould be fet at liberty, and at 
laft attempted to force their way into our habitations, fo 
that our companions were obliged to take arms to check 
their impetuofity. Upon this I enquired if any of the 
foldiers could read writing, and a corporal anfwered in 
the afhrmative. I made this man read the conceflion 
of right, figned by the governor and the chancellor; after 
which he begged my pardon, and intreated that. I would 
not inform the governor of what had paffed. I promifed 
him I would not, and thus the difturbance ended. __ 

C¢c2 As 
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_ As foon as I came within doors, Mr. Cruftiew informed 

me that he had luckily followed Mr. Stephanow, from a 
conviction that he was going to create fome difturbance ; 
but that as he did not overtake him till his arrival at 
his houfe, he took Meffrs. Kuzneczow and Gourcfinin to 
accompany him. ‘They all three entered Mr. Stepha- 
now's houfe, whom they found bufy writing. At fight 
of them he flew out into exclamations and threatenings 
too dangerous to be heard by ftrangers, and ended by 
declaring to them, that he would immediately go and 
difcover the whole plot. 

Thefe circumftances evidently fhewed how much this 
madman was to be feared. ‘They attempted to feize him, 
but he proved ftrong enough to overthrow Mr. Cruftiew 
and Mr. Gourcfinin, and, in fpite of the efforts of 
Mr. Baturin, who held him faft, he had got out of the 
door, and excited the foldiers to affemble, in order to 
deliver him; for he told them, that the other exiles in- 
tended to poifon him, and that he had fecrets of treafon 
to declare at the chancery. Mr. Cruftiew proceeded to 
obferve, that while the foldier ran to the town, they 
bound and gagged Stephanow, whom they fhut up under 
guard; but a multitude being afterwards got together, and 
demanding the liberty of Stephanow, they faw themfelves 
neceflitated to take arms, while Sibeaw ftood over the 
prifoner, with orders to put him to death, at the farft 
report of any fire arms. 

This relation put me in fear for the life of the unhappy 
wretch, for which reafon I made hafte to change the orders 
of Sibeaw ; after which, fearing that the reports might reach 
the governor, I fent-Mr. Cruftiew, with inftrudions to 

inform 
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inform him of what had paffed, and then I gave orders 
to affemble the whole fociety. 

We only waited the return of Mr. Cruftiew to begin 
our proceedings, who at laft arrived, and brought the 
good news, that the governor left me entirely mafter of 
the prifoner and his punifhment ; but that with regard 
to the affembling of the foldiers cal coffacks, he would 
give orders that no perfon in future fhould dare to ap- 
proach our quarters with the intention of committing 
violence, undere pain of fifty ftrokes of the knout, and 
condemnation to the public works for three months. 

This agreeable meflage was delivered to me by Mr. 
Cruftiew in the full meeting, and as foon as he had taken 
his feat, I demanded their advice how to a& with regard to 
Stephanow. The greater part were for putting him to 
death, asa man capable of exceffes which, fooner or later, 
would endanger the fociety ; and infifted that it was better 
to fave the lives of fifty-feven perfons by facrificing one 
fingle perfon, efpecially one who was a criminal. I could 
not, however, confent to this refolution, on account 
of my attachment for Mr. Panow, who was related to 
the prifoner, and was not then prefent. I therefore ufed 
every perfuafion to induce them to defer the execution till 
his return ; but the company appeared very unquiet, and 
preficd me to pafs judgment upon him. I fucceeded at 
laft in calming their apprehenfions by a ftratagem. I 
propofed that Stephanow fhould be brought before us, 
be reproached by the whole company, and that fentence 
of death fhould afterwards be pafled on him; but inftead 
of arfenic and corrofive fublimate, I would only give him 
an emetic, the effets of which would lead him to 

believe 
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believe his death near at hand. 1. affuréd the meeting 
that I was convinced that this crifis would preduce his re- 
formation, and that the inftant would decide his fate, and 
convince him that life or death would depend on his 
repentance or perfeverance in his criminal defigns. 

My propofal had its effect on the company. I there- 
fore fent four armed affociates for the prifoner, and in the 
mean while the dofe of emetic was made up, confifting 
of three grains. On his arrival he appeared before us 
with fome firmnefs, but at the fight gf the goblet an 
the table, he turned pale. Before any queftion was pro- 
pofed to him the order of the governor was read, and as 
he knew his hand-writing it was fhewn to him, that he 
might believe the evidence. After this, preliminary, I 
reprefented to him that his farft mifcondud indicated 
nothing more than malevolence againft my perfon, and 
that therefore he had been pardoned; but the prefent 
cafe being of fuch a nature as to endanger the whole 
fociety, it was not in my power to change the laws of 
the conftitution, and confequently that I muft deliver 
him to their judgment. Mr. Cruftiew then difplayed 
all his rhetoric to reprefent to this unhappy wretch his 
crimes, and his blindnefs to his own individual interett. 
His ae threw the miferable Stephanow into tears, 
who contefied himfelf to be worthy of the greateft pu- 
nifhment. After this, each of the company beftowed 
fome words of deteftation on him, and as this ceremony 
laited for fome time, poor Stephanow fainted, and fell 
on the ground. By the application of fpirit of fal am- 
moniac and vinegar, he was brought to himfelf. During 
the tinge of his infenfibility, Mr. Cruftiew drew out the 
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fentence, to which he liftened with the greateft anguifh, 
but at the laft words, which were, ‘ for thefe caufes the 
‘« faid Stephanow is condemned to drink the liquor con- 
6 tained in the bowl, in otder that death may enfue,”’ 
he fainted away a.fecomd time.. Upon his recovery he 
afked to fpeak with me, which being granted, he 
intreated me to pardon his faults, and to deliver him, 
if poffible, from: this fatal judgment, promifing that 
his life and blood fhould be employed in my fervice. 
He then openly declared, that this misfortune was, no 
doubt, a punifhment from the hand of Gop, whom he 
had offended by attempting to contra¢t a marriage, though 
he was already married to a wife then living in Rufiia. 
He proceeded to declare, that from that moment he abjured 
the madnefs of love, which had led him to the lofs of 
his life in fo difgraceful a manner. At length this un- 
happy man, being urged to drink the liquor, implored 
the grace and compafflion of the company, but in vain, 
for they perfifted in the execution of his judgment. 
Being thus convinced of the firmnefs of their refolution, 
he at laft took the cup in his hand, but upon bringing it to 
his mouth, his courage again failed him, and he fell 
back into the arms of Sibeaw and Baturin, who held the. 
cup. On his recovery he wept bitterly, and again in- 
treated the company to pardon him. ‘The peculiar ftate 
in which I beheld him, moved me to compaffion ; and 
as there was reafon to fear that the drink, though fimply 
an emetic, might deprive him of life through appre- 
henfion, I interpofed to obtain his pardon, which was 
granted, on condition that he fhould be kept a prifoner 
until our departure. He confented to this; but, as he 

was 
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was too much exhaufted, the company did not prefs him 
to fign his fubmiffion. He had fcarcely ftrength enough 

to thank me in a few words for my protection before he 
fainted again. Icaufed him to be taken to Mr. Cruftiew, 
where he was bled by Mr. Meder but this precaution 
did not preferve him from a violent.illnefs, which feized 
him and kept him in his bed till the time of our depar- 
ture. This incident having employed us almoft the 
whole night, the meeting broke up a little before day. 

On the 27th I awoke very late, and was, by that 
means, prevented from waiting upon the governor in the 
morning, as I had promifed. Mifs Aphanafia came to 
fee me, and reproached me for my neglect. She break- 
fafted with me and Mr. Cruftiew ; after which fhe rev 
turned, happy in the information that I had nothing 
more to fear from Mr. Stephanow. | — 

About noon, Mr. Panow came to me. This worthy 
affociate having been informed of the intereft I had taken 
in the fafety of his relation, fell on my neck, and 
thanked me for my indulgence. He afterwards told me, 
that he knew that Stephanow had meditated the carrying 
off the governor’s daughter, and had for that purpofe, 
connected himfelf with Ifmailow and Bofcarew, with fix 
others, who were determined to quit Kainchatka, but 
that he had defered advifing me of the plot, becaufe 
Ifmailow and Bofcarew had affured him, that they would. 
not take any ftep without informing him of it. Mr. Panow 
recommended thefe two men to me, as likely to be fer- 
viceable on board, on account of their knowledge in fea 
affairs, 


After 
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After dinner I went to Stephanow with Mr. Panow. 
This unhappy man related to him his laft adventure, in 
which he did not fpare every expreflion fuitable to the 
enormity of his crime. It was with fome fatisfaction that 
I was convinced of the fincerity of his repentance. Mr. 
Panow did not fail to exprefs a due fenfe of his‘condud, 
and advifed him to fhew his gratitude to me in Fate. 
We foon retired, as we were not defirous of increafing 
his confufion 3; aes which we returned to my houfe 
we where {pent the evening very agreeably. 


C H A P. XXI. 


THE COUNT NEGOCIATES WITH THE CAPTAIN OF A VESSEL. PRE- 
_PARATIONS FOR THE APPROACHING CRISIS. 


O>* the morning of the 28th, Mr. Kuzneczow re- 
quefted to fpeak with me in fecret, for which pur- 
pofe I fend Mefirs. Cruftiew, Panow, ae others, who 
@Forefent, to retire: He then informed me, that 
Mr. Cfurin, commander of the Corvette St. Peter and 
St. Paul, had acquainted him, that he was unwilling to 
return to Ochoczk, becaufe of his debts, and for fear of 
the confequences of a procefs then again{t him in the Ad- 
miralty court, the iffue of which, if it fhould turn 
againft him, might condemn him to the mines. He 
would not, therefore, confent to make the voyage but on 
condition that Mr. Kuzncczow would find fecurity to the 
Vou. I. Dd amount 
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amount of three thoufand roubles, and would promife to 
obtain leave of the Admiralty that he might take the 
command of a merchant veffel. Mr. Kuzneczow ob- 
ferved that this overture had entirely difconcerted his 
project, as he could not depend on the compliance of 
another captain, in cafe Mr. Cfurin fhould give up the 
command. This account at firftalarmed me, but, upon 
ferious reflection on the fituation of Mr. Cfurin, I per- 
ceived fome reafon to hope that it would forward the 
project of gaining him over to my interefts. I immediately 
communicated my ideas to Mr. Kuzneczow, who thought 
them very well founded; but he objected that Cfurin 
was fo ftrongly attached to a girl at Kamchatka, that he 
never would confenht to go without her: I removed 
this laft difficulty, by obferving that he might carry the 
girl with him, to which Mr. Kuzneczow could make no 
objection. | 

As it was my wifh to become acquainted with the fen- 
aiments of Mr. Cfurin by perfonal converfation, I directed 
Mr. Kuzneczow to bring him to me, and to promife, in ge- 
neral terms, that he would do every thing that might be 
neceflary to render him the fervices he required. When 
Mr. Kuzneczow was gone, I rejoined Mr Cruftiew,®vho 
was in company with feveral oi our afflociates. I freely 
told them what I had heard, and the refolution I had 
adopted; but I found them ftrongly perfuaded that I 
{nould not fucceed in the attempt: 

After dinner, Mr. Kuzneczow arrived, and informed me 
of the approaching vifit of Mr. Cfurin; I therefore went 
home and had juft time to order tea before he came. He 
made a thoufand excufes on his arrival for the liberty he 
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had taken of waiting on me, and requefted to know if I 
had any commiffions for Ochoczk, as he, being the com- 
mander of the St. Peter and St. Paul, would gladly take 
charge of them, and I might depend on his diligence. 

On this offer I replied, that as it was my intention to 
import fome provifions and other articles for the ufe of my 
colony, I would avail myfelf of his kind offer to put a 
couple of thoufand piaftres, into his hands, that he 
might convert them into fuch articles of merchandize as 
I fhould dire&@. To this I added, that if it was in my 
power to render him any fervices he need only {peak, as I 
knew the gentlemen of the fea were obliged to engage in 
certain indire@ bufinefs to enable them to fupport the 
charges which were neceflary to- maintain their fituation 
with credit. I hoped therefore that he would not be 
offended at the offer of a fum for that purpofe. 

The open and undefigning manner in which I made 
this offer, appeared to affect him, and his manner con- 
vinced me that I fhould have no difficulty in fettling my 
bufinefs with him. Our difcourfe was interrupted by the 
appearance of tea, but we refumed it as foon as the table 
was cleared. He began by informing me of the fubjeé&t of 
the procefs he had at the Admiralty, the caufe of which 
was as follows. 

Captain Lewafcheff had commenced a procefs againft 
Mr. Cfurin, for exciting a mutiny among the crew of the 
fhip St. Ecatherina, in the expedition of the year 1769. 
Several failors depofed that Mr. Cfurin was the caufe of the 
overfetting of the boat in the middle of the river Bolfha, 
in which captain Kreniczin then was; and, as the captain 
was drowned by this accident, the procefs had been in- 
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{tituted criminally againft Cfurin. - His explanation of 
the affair afforded ample matter to enable me to convince 
him that he would certainly be condemned. My rea- 
fons appeared to be fo well founded, that he declared 
he would pretend illuefs, in order'to avoid commanding 
the veffel. This decifion reduced me to the neceflity of 
forcing his fecond retrenchment, which I did, by repre- 
fenting that his delaying his departure would not fave him; 
becaufe, doubtlefs, when the council faw that he-was de- 
termined not to return, they would require the governor of 
Kamchatka to fend him under guard, fo that by this ma- 
neuvre, he would gain only a few months delay ; after 
which the confufion of his affairs would be ftill greater 
than before. He admitted the truth of this remark, and 
entreated me to fend him to my new colony, -or, at leaft, 
to favour his procuring a pafflage to the Aleuthes iflands, 
where he would finifh the reft of his unfortunate life. 
As he faid thefe laft words he burft into tears, and faid, 
that he could give up his life and fortune without regret, 
but that his affe@tion for a young perfon with whom he 
lived, was fuch, that he could not bear the thoughts of 
caving her. 

After this confeffion, he begged me to have pity on 
his fituation, and grant him my protedétion and advice, 
I promifed to reflect ferioufly on his affairs, but obferved, 
that it would require fome time to confider maturely 
what was beft to be done. I gave him my word, how- 
ever, that I would clear him of his embarraf{fment ; but 
at the fame time, as a previous condition, I infifted 
that he fhould not mention his fituation to any one, 
nor think of quitting the command of the veffel. He 
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fwere that he would comply with my direétions, and 
thus we parted. But as I thought it neceffary to intereft 
his mind by fome immediate advantages, I called him 
back, to put a bag of five hundred roubles into his hands, 
with the compliment, that I begged him to accept of 
this advance to purchafe a prefent for his lady. He 
refufed at firft, but I forced him to accept the prefent 
by declaring, that, if he perfifted in his refufal, I fhould 
not believe he was really attached to my interefts. He 
therefore accepted my prefent, and I was delighted at 
having made fo good a bargain. 

On my return to Mr. Cruftiew, I informed the fociety 
of the good difpofition of my client, and they were not 
a little aftonifhed at the rapidity of my proceedings. In 
confequence of which, they determined no more to op- 
pofe my decifions in future, but wait, with patience and 
calmnefs, for the refult. I affured them of my readinefs 
to perform my part, and promifed to neglect nothing to 
fecure the fuccefs of my plan with the moft fcrupulous 
attention. I obferved, that by this management, fteadily 
adhered to, the moment of execution would be naturally 
eafy, provided we were not forged to precipitate our 
meafures, in confequence of treachery from our own 
affociates, or a difcovery on the part of government. 

This laft refle@ion induced Mr. Panow to requeft that 
I would at leaft communicate to the fociety the plan I 
fhould adopt, in cafe we fhould be difcovered or attacked 
when we leaft expected it. To this pofitive queftion I 
thought proper to anfwer, that my refolution would 
depend on circumftances, and the meafures taken by 
Government ; fo that it was impoflible, at this moment, 

to 
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to fix my determination. But in the mean time I 
exhorted the fociety not to be alarmed at the crifis, 
which might furprize us, but to confirm themfelves in 
the refolution of dying with courage. . I likewife added, 
that to prevent any furprize, I had fecured means of re- 
ceiving pofitive advice refpecting every ftep which Govern- 
ment might take again{ft me ; and that, provided we could 
have one night before-hand, I would anfwer for the 
poffeffion of the fort and garrifon ; after which I was 
convinced the town could not hold out, becaufe it ftood 
expofed in every part to the cannon of the fortredfs. 

This anfwer fatisfied Mr. Panow; but it gave rife 
to a longer conference, wherein every one fpoke his 
thoughts, and the whole fociety unanimoufly repeated 
their profeflions of ftriét obedience at the critical 
moment. 

I left the company, and proceeded to pafs the evening 
at the governor’s houfe, where I was received like one of 
the family; and, after pafling the evening very agreeably, 
I returned home about midnight. 

On 2gth I was bufied with Mr. Meder, in making 
three petards, to be ufed in cafe circumftances fhould 
require the gates of the fortrefs or the chancery to be 
forced-‘open. During this work I reflected on the bufinefs 
of Mr. Cfurin, and digefted my plan; for which reafon I 
fent to defire to fee him in the evening. Before dinner I 
vifited Mr. Stephanow, whofe fever had increafed the 
preceding day. I found him tolerably eafy. He made 
many apologies for his attempts againft my perfon; and 
appeared to repent fincerely of what he had done. 
I therefore endeavoured to raife his fpirits, by affuring 

him, 
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him, that it would always be in his power to preferve my 
efteem and friendfhip, as long as he avoided a repetition of 
his offences. His reply confifted of reiterated profeffions 
of amendment in his future condué, which confirmed 
the good opinion I had formed of him. 

After dinner I returned home, where I waited the ar- 
rival of Mr. Cfurin, who came at fave o’clock. He began 
the converfation with promifes and affurances of his devo- 
tion to my fervice, and concluded, by requefting to know 
what I had fettled refpedtiig him ; to which I anfwered, 

a. That I required him to retain the command of the 
packet, and to conform exaétly to the arrangement he had 
made with Mr. Kuzneczow. 

2. That at his departure I would Iet him know what 
he had to do, but that at prefent I fhould only inform 
him that Mr. Kuzneczow would mange matters fo, that 
the fecond day after his departure the Ship fhould {pring 
a leak, which would afford a fufhcient reafon for coming 
to an anchor, which he might do at Lopattka. In the 
mean time I promifed to obtain the Governor's per- 
miffion that he might be permitted to eftablifh himfelf 
among us. 1 obferved that this appeared to me to be 
the only honorable method of avoiding the voyage to 
Ochoczk ; and further, with regard to his eftablifhment 
and future marriage with the young lady in queftion, I 
promifed him two thoufand roubles, and the place of 
captain of the military. 

My propofal pleafed him, and he bound himfelf, by oath, 
to conform ftrictly to every particular. He even offered 
to fign an engagment to that effect, which he confirmed 
by oath. This affair being finifhed, I difmiffed him, and 
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haftened to call a comniittee, to communicate the news 
of my fuccefs; and as I thought it very neceflary not to 
lofe fight of Mr. Cfurin, I charged Mr. Kuzneczow to 
connect himfelf with him, and not to leave his company. 


CHAP. XXxii. 


PREPARATIONS FOR DEPARTURE. MISS APHANASIJA DISCOVERS THE 
INTENTION OF THE EXILES. 


Q)* the 3oth Mr. Cruftiew and Mr. Panow, at the 
head of twenty-five of our affociates, were depu- 
ted to wait on the governor, with a requeft that he would 
pleafe to receive the title of Protector of the new colony. 
They were likewife charged to wait on the chancellor 
and the hettman, with a fimilar requeft, that they 
would accept other titles relative to the colony ; and, in 
the laft place, they were to prefent a memorial to the 
magiftrates of the town, to requeft their afliftance and 
fupport in favour of the new colony, which was to 
bear the name of Nilovaga, in honour of the governor, 
They performed their commiffion, and returned with 
the news, that they had met with an agreeable reception 
from all the gentlemen on whom they had been direéted 
to wait. 

On the 31{t I received a mefiage from the magiftrates 
of the town, informing me, that they had favourably 
received my memorial, and that, in confequence of the 
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utility and fervices which the capital expected from our 
induftry and attachment, they had fent us an aggregation 
to the rights of citizens of Bolfharezk for all the children 
which fhould be born in the new colony. After I had 
made the meflenger a prefent, I communicated our good 
fortune to the company, which was greatly amufed at 
this comedy of my compofing. 

April the 1rft. As I knew that the veffels employed 
between Ochoczk and Kamchatka ufually took no larger 
{tock of water than ten or twelve butts, I ordered Mr. 
Solmanow to purchafe twenty or twenty-five butts, and 
carry them to Cfekawka, after getting them put in order, 
under pretence of applying them to the manufacture of 
falt from fea water. About ten o'clock this day I re- 
ceived a meflage from Mifs Nilow, that fhe would call 
on me in the afternoon, requefting at the fame time 
that 1 would be alone, becaufe fhe had affairs of im- 
portance to communicate. As I fuppofed the latter 
part of this meflage to be mere pleafantry, I was far from 
expecting any extraordinary information ; and my furprize 
at the event was much greater, as I had not the leaft 
reafon to fuppofe fhe had made any difcovery of my in- 
tentions. Maifs Nilow arrived at three in the afternoon; 
her agitation on her firft- appearance convinced me that 
fhe was excedingly afflicted. At fight of me fhe paufed 
a moment, and foon after burft into tears, and threw 
herfelf into my arms, crying out, that fhe was unfor- 
tunate and forfaken. Her fighs and tears were fo extreme 
that it was more than a quarter of an hour before I could 
obtain a connected fentence. I was extremely affected at 
her fituation, and ufed every expedient to calm her mind, 
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but this was extremely difficult, becaufe I was entirely 
ignorant of the reafon of her affliction. 

As foon as fhe became a little compofed, fhe begged 
me to fhut the door, that no one might interrupt us. I 
came back, and on my knees entreated her to explain the 
caufe of her prefent fituation, which fhe did ‘to the fol- 
lowing effect : 

She informed me that her maid had difcovered to her, 
that a certain perfon, named Ivan Kudrin, one of my 
affociates, had propofed to her to fhare his fortune, and 
that this indifcreet perfon had affured the girl, that he 
was about to quit Kamchatka with me, to make a 
voyage to Europe, where he hoped to place her in an 
agreeable fituation. The maid had firft related the cir- 
cumftance to her miftrefs, but, as fhe could never believe 
me capable of fuch bafe and treacherous behaviour to her, 
fhe was defirous of hearing the account herfelf, and had, for 
that purpofe, perfuaded the fervant to appoint a meeting 
with Kudrin, in order to qneftion him more amply, 
while fhe herfelf might hear the whole, by being con- 
cealed behind acurtain. In this manner, fhe faid, fhe be- 
came convinced of her unhappinefs and my treachery, and 
that fhe would have fpared me the confufion of hearing 
this, if, from a conviction that fhe could not live after 
fuch an affront, fhe had not been defirous of bidding me 
a laft farewell. 

On finifhing thefe words fhe fainted; and tho’ I was ex- 
ceedingly alarmed and diftreffed on the occafion, yet I 
did not fail to arrange a plan in my mind, during the in- 
terval of her infenfibility. When this amiable young lady 
recovered, fhe afked if fhe might give credit to what fhe 
had heard. I then threw myfelf at her feet, and intreated her 
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to hear me calmly, and judge whether I was to blame or 
not. She promifed fhe would and I addreffed her in the 
following terms. 

‘¢ You may recolle&, my dear friend, the account I gave 
you of my birth, and the rank I held i in Europe: I re- 
member the tears you fhed on that occafion. The mif- 
fortune of being exiled to Kamchatka, would long fince 
have compelled me to deliver myfelf from tyranny, by 
death, if your acquaintance and attachment had not pre- 
ferved me. I have lived tor you, and if you could read 
my heart, Iam fure I fhould have your Pity ; for the 
poffefiion of your perfon is become as neceflary to my 
exiftence as liberty itfelf. The liberty I {peak of, is not 
that which your worthy father has given me, but implies 
the poffeffion of my eftate and rank. I have hoped for 
the pofleffion of your perfon, with a view of rendering 
you happy, in the participation of my fortune and dig- 
nity. Thefe views cannot be accomplifhed at Kam- 
chatka. What rank can I beftow on my love but that of 
an exile? The favours of your worthy father may be of 
the fhorteft duration. His fucceflor may foon recall his 
ordinances, and plunge me again into that ftate of fuf- 
fering and contempt, from which I was delivered for a 
fhort moment. Reprefent to yourfelf, my deareit friend, 
the affliction and defpair that would overwhelm my foul, 
when I beheld you a fharer in my pain and difgrace ; for 
you well know, that all the Ruflians efteem the exiles as 
difhonoured perfons. You have forced me to this declara- 
rion of my intentions, in which I have been guided by the 
attachment and fincerity of my heart. I deferred the com- 
munication to you, but I fwear that fuch was my refo- 
iution.—-Why then, interrupted fhe, did you conceal 
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your intention from me, who am ready to follow you to 
the fartheft limits of the univerfe P—This affurance en- 
couraged me to proceed, and engage this charming young 
lady in my interefts. I told her, therefore, that I was pre- 
vented only by the fear left fhe fhould refufe my propofals, 
on account of her attachment to her parents ; but that, as I 
now had nothing to fear in that refpect, I could inform 
her, that my intention being to leave Kamchatka, I had 
determined to carry her off; and in order to convince 
her, I was ready to call Mr. Cruftiew, who would con- 
firm the truth. On this affurance fhe embraced me, and 
intreated me to forgive her want of confidence, at the 
fame time that fhe declared her readinefs to accompany 
me. 
This degree of confidential intercourfe being eftablifhed, 
I perfuaded her to difmifs every fear from her mind. 
Many were the trials I made of her refolution, and the 
event convinced me, that fhe was perfectly determined to 
follow my fortunes. The fecret being thus fecure, by 
her promife to keep it inviolably, I had no other uneafinefs 
remaining but what arofe from the communication 
having been made to her fervant. I mentioned my 
fears to Mifs Nilow, who removed them, by afluring me 
that her fervant was too much attached to her to betray 
her fecret; and had, befides, an affection for Kudrin, 
fo that fhe could anfwer for her difcretion. Thus agree- 
ably ended our converfarion, though the commencement 
was rather tragical; and J received the vows of attachment 
and fidelity from an artlefs and innocent mind. 
Mifs Nilow did not depart till about fax o'clock. Iim- 
mediately fent for Kudrin, whom I reproached for his mif- 
conduc& 
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condué and indifcretion, by explaining the great danger 
to which he had expofed the whole fociety. I promifed 
at the fame time not to divulge his fault to the fociety; 
but infifted that he fhould in future avoid all farther 
explanation of the {tate of our affairs to the young woman. 
I likewife promifed, in order to calm his uneafinefs, that I 
would contrive matters fo that he fhould take her with 
him. ‘This poor wretch, on my firft accufation, was 
feized with the moft terrifying apprehenfions, and fell 
to the ground at my feet, crying out for mercy, as he 
fuppofed I fhould deliver him up to the judgment of the 
fociety, from whom he had nothing to expeé but death. 
But, on my conclufion, he arofe, kifled my hand, and 
{wore eternal fidelity. For my part, I was very well fatisfied 
to have extricated myfelf out of fuch a difagreeable embar- 
raffment, by fettling affairs on {o good a footing. 

After te departure of Kudrin, I went to Mr. Cruftiew, 
who, being apprized in the morning, of Mifs Nilow’s 
intended vifit, and feeing me come out fo late, thought 
proper to rally me up upon the occafion. But his hilarity 
{oon gave place to aftonifhment, when he heard what had 
paffed. He was perfuaded, he faid, that I muft have 
been born under a happy influence, and that nothing 
could fail us under fuch aufpices. I laughed at his 
enthufiafm, though I was truly fenfible of that good 
fortune which had removed fo many unpleafant in- 
cidents. 

On the 2d Madame Nilow invited me to breakfaft, and 
took me apart to enquire what I had done to her 
daughter, who ufed to be exceedingly in {pirits at her 
return home, but had, fince yefterday evening, been 
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continually in tears. It was difficult to anfwer this home 
-queftion; to which I could at farft make no better 
reply than by faying, that Mifs Nilow had imparted 
a fecret to me, that related to herfelf alone, and was 
‘communicated under the feal of confidence, which I 
could not infringe. Madame Nilow laughed at this 
excufe, and afterwards ordered her daughter to be called, 
whom fhe required to releafe me from the injun@tion of 
fecrecy, that I might be at liberty to relate what had 
paffed between us yefterday; to which fhe anfwered, that 
fhe would intirely rely on my prudence, and that if I 
thought it neceflary I was at liberty to fpeak, though fhe 
would be prefent, to know whether I fpoke the truth. 
I then related that fome perfon, with a view to injure me 
in Mifs Aphanafia’s opinion, had informed her that I was 
not of the Greek religion, and had perfuaded her to afk me. 
me to become of that faith: that fhe had accordingly made 
the propofal to me two days ago, to which I anfwered, that 
though, in my opinion, all religions were alike, I could not 
confent to make any change in mine; and upon her obferv- 
ing, that my determination might prevent our marriage, I 
replied, that then we fhould die without reproach, fhe was 
vexed, and our friendly intercourfes had fuffered a flight in- 
terruption, till a fecond opportunity for explanation offered 
itfelf. I added, that in our laft converfation I had expreffed 
my hope that Mifs Aphanafia would in future put lefs con- 
fidence in advifers. Madame Nilow, after having patiently 
heard my account, blamed her daughter for prefuming to 
meddle in affairs of religion; and faid, fhe hoped her pru- 
dence in future would prevent her going into any fuch ex- 
travagancies. She then retired, and left us at liberty. I 
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embraced the opportunity to confirm the young lady in 
her refolution; and fhe affured me that I might remain 
perfectly eafy with regard to her maid, whowas as defirous 
as herfelf to fee us fafe in Europe. We finifhed our con- 
verfation on the happinefs we fhould enjoy when at perfect 
liberty. After which I retired, and ordered a general. 
meeting to ‘be held on the 5th. I then vifited Mr.. 
Stephanow, whom I found under the application of. 
blifters, having been. in a continual delirium for three. 


days and nights.. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


VARIOUS PROCEEDINGS. THE CHANCELLOR RECEIVES INFORMATION. 
OF THE ATTEMPTS OF THE EXILES. THE COUNT’S EXERTIONS TO 
PREVENT THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS DISCOVERY. 


OX the 3d of April, Mr. Solmanow purchafed twenty- 
two butts and forwarded them to Tfekawka. Mr. 
Kiuzneczow likewife advifed me, that he had purchafed a 
cafk of brandy for feven hundred and eighty roubles, 
which I immediately paid. Mefirs. Baturin and Wyn- 
bladth, who were commiffioned to falt fith, alfo informed. 
me, that they had prepared two cafks of fifh, and one 
cafk of whale oil; but they could procure no more than. 

four hundred and fifty pounds of flour.. 
On the 4th Mr. Kuzneczow informed me that Mr. Cfurin: 
was going on. board to fet the fhip to rights; and confe- 
| | — quently. 
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quently thofe of our affociates who were engaged in the 
veflel muft be ready to depart on the 7th; and that in 
order to overlook the tranfactions of Mr. Cfurin, he 
had determined likewife to go on board himfelf. I 
agreed to his propofal, earneftly advifing him to exert 
every attention to promote the bufinefs intruftcd to him; 
but at the fame time to hold himfelf in readinefs to 
return at the firft call. And, inorder that our corefpon- 
dence might be rendered more certain, I commiflioned him 
to ftation a trufty native of Kamchatka at Mikutka, to 
carry my advices and orders to him. I was informed 
in the evening that the governor was indifpofed. 

On the 5th I put off the meeting till the evening, on 
account of the neceflity of vifiting the governor. On 
my arrival at the fort I found the whole family greatly 
afflicted, and the governgg very ill with a violent colic. 
I gave him a little extraét of aloes with brandy, and had 
the pleafure to fee him able to walk about by noon. He 
thanked me for my afliftance, and begged I would give 
him a provifion of the medicine which had done him fo 
much fervice. I refufed ftaying to dinner, and returned 
home; after which the general mecting was held, where 
I gave the fociety an account of the meafures -I 
had taken to fecure the veffel St. Peter and St. Paul ; 
but I thought it likewife neceffary to exprefs to the 
meeting my fears of fome unfortunate accident. For this 
reafon I required that no one in future would go into the 
town without a companion, and that they would not haunt 
public houfes, where feveral difputes had arifen between the 
foldiers of the garrifon or coffacks, and my people. I ob- 
ferved that the moment of the execution of our proje@ was 

nearly 
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nearly approaching, - for which reafon it was of the utmoft 
confequence to avoid every mifunderftanding, and to be 
upon our guard. I therefore exhorted them to remain 
peaceably in their houfes, and always near the chiefs 
which I had nominated, in order that they might come 
together in cafe of any unforefeen accident, and be in 
-readinefs to obey my orders.. The whole company 
unanimoufly replied, that they would ftri@ly obey my 
orders, and that I might depend on their fidelity. Their 
readinefs pave me much fatisfaGion: 1 thanked them for 
their confidence in me, and regaled them with a large 
quantity of punch, the difpofal of which employed the 
company till four in the morning. - 

-On the 6th I remained at home the white day, at reft,’ 
except in the evening, when I made a vifit to the go- 
vernor. On the 7th, Mr. Kuzneczow took his leave 
with ten of our companions. This day Mr. Baturin in- 
formed me, that Ifmailow, Bofcarew and Zablikow 
had propofed a number of queftions to him concerning 
the new colony ; and that he overheard Ifmailow whifper 
Bofcarew, ‘‘ we fhall get nothing out of him, for he is Sa- 
‘¢ muelovicz’s friend, let us go to the others,”” from which 
he fufpeéted that thefe three men had received fome in- 
formation of our project.” From this account I recol- 
leGed, that Mr. Stephanow had been conne&ed with 
thefe perfons, and might have informed them of fome 
of the particulars: I therefore went immediately to him, 
but he was not in a fituation to anfwer any queftions. | 
Nothing therefore remained to be done, but to apply to 
Mr. Panow, whom I ordered to enquire for one of the 

Vou. I. Ff | three 
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three, and found his intentions, that 1 might take my 
meafures in time. 

Mr. “Cruttiew, when informed of this bufinefs, apo 
peared very uneafy, which was a circumftance un- 
ufual in him, as he was a man of courage, and. poffeffed 
great frmne(fs of mind. After reflecting a fhort time, he 
told me, that he thought he fhould be able to fift the. 
bufinefs to the bottom; but that there was reafon to fear 
a difcovery on the part of government which we could 
not avoid, fuppofing his ideas to be true; for he told 
me that Ifmailow was related to the chancellor, and pof- 
{efled his confidence. The ftrong marks of apprehenfion. 
which I faw in Mr. Cruftiew, obliged me to requeft his. 
thoughts concerning the information of Baturin. He re- 
plied, that he was fearful of an intrigue among women ;; 
and faid he was affured that it was Mr. Kuzneczow’s in- 
tention to carry with him the fifter of ferjeant Kuzmin ;. 
and that probably he had divulged. the fecret to that woman. 
On the other hand, he was convinced that. Mr. I{mailow. 
likewife kept company with the fame perfon, whence he. 
inferred, that Ifmailow had got fome hints of our pro- 
ject, which led him to endeavour at a more pane 
difcovery. 

Mr. Cruftiew promifed that he would ufe every exer- 
tion in his power to come at the truth by means of the 
woman, and advifed me, in the mean time, to wait on 
the chancellor, and obferve his behaviour, from. which I 
might eafily know whether his nephew had already fpoken: 
to. him concerning his difcovery. 

Thefe {fteps appearing reafonable, I determined imme- 
diately ta wait on the chancellor, while Mr. Cruftiew 

was 
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was employed in making his enquiries. On my arrival 
the chancellor received me with more politenefs, but lefs 
cordiality than ufual. He ordered tea, and, during the 
time it was preparing, our difcourfe turned firft on the 
government, in which the chancellor repeated all the 
advantages I had received from the chiefs, in forward- 
ing my projects; rand twice faid that he hoped my zeal 
and conduét would juftify their opinions and proceedings. 
In anfwer to his difcourfe, I replied, that I was greatly 
affected with the marks of goodnefs I had received, and 
fhould neglect no favourable occafion of fhewing my gra- 
titude. After a fhort paufe, the chancellor afked me how 
far I was connected with Kuzneczow. I anfwered, that 
Mr. Kuzneczow having rendered me effential fervices at 
my firft arrival at Kamchatka, when I was in the 
loweft ftate of indigence, I thought it proper to ac- 
knowledge his good offices, at a time when I was at 
my eafe. He replied, that he hoped my motives were 
fuch as I expreffed, but that he could not help taking 
notice that various reflections were made in the town con- 
cerning our intimacy ; more particularly fince Mr. Kuz- 
neczow had been feen openly aflifting the exiles, with 
a mufket in his hand, at the time of their difpute with 

the foldiers and coffacks, refpeéting Mr. Stephanow. 
This overture fufficiently fhewed, that Mr. Ifmailow 
had related his fufpicions or perhaps difcoveries to his 
uncle, for which reafon I determined to clear the way by 
one effectual ftroke. I therefore replicd, that I faw 
clearly from whence this prejudice againft Mr. Kuznec- 
zow arofe. I informed the chancellor, that Kuzneczow 
and his nephew, kept ‘company with the fame woman, 
rt 2 whom 
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whom I named, being the fifter of Serjeant Kuzmin; and 
obferved, that jealoufly had dictated this expedient to his 
nephew, with a vicw to prejudice his rival. 1 affured 
him that, with regard to myfelf, I was happy in the 
prefent opportunity of {peaking my fentiments to him, 
as my benefactor. I admitted, that it might be very 
convenient, and not unbecoming Mr, Kuzneczow, to 
frequent the company of a common woman, though 
fuch a proceeding would very ill become his nephew, 
who enjoyed a diftinguifhed rank. But what more parti- 
cularly mortified my feelings in this bufinefs was, that I 
underftood it to be the intention of his nephew to marry 
the girl; for which reafon I had difpofed Mr. Kuzncc- 
zow to perfuade her to make a voyage with him toOchoczk, 
where they were to be married. I ended my fpeech by 
obferving, that I fhould have concealed this proof of my. 
perfonal attachment to him, if there had not been reafon 
to fear that filence, at this moment, might impair his 
friend{hip for me. 

The chancellor liftened very attentively, paufed a mo- 
ment, and then embraced me, faying, that if I had not. 
come he might have taken a very dangerous ftep. He then 
informed me, that his nephew had conftantly repeated to 
him for fome days paft, that he was certain Kuzneczow 
and myfelf intended to leave Kamchatka, and take fome 
women with us; adding, that he was {ure of our plot, but: 
would come at the bottom of it by new inquiries. The. 
Chancellor proceeded to fay, that, from the reiterated ob- 
obfervations of his nephew, he had determined to fend fot. 
Mr. Stephanow, and examine him; but that he now confi- 
dered my arrival as a. happy circumftance, fince it had {pared 
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him the confufion of intimating his fufpicions of me. My 
account, he faid, had opened his eyes, and fhewn him the 
neceflity of regulating the conduét of his nephew. 

Affairs being in this favourable train, I begged him to 
enquire of Gaptain Cfurin whether it were not true that 
Kuzneczow intended to fail with him to Ochoczk, and 
whether he had not contracted for the paflage of a lady. 

The chancellor immediately fent for Cfurin, and after 
receiving the confirmation of what I had faid from him, 
he promifed me a complete fatisfaction on the part of his. 
nephew. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


THE SUBJECT OF THE PRECEDING CHAPTER CONTINUED. 


I Was exceedingly happy in having remedied an affair 
of fuch a defperate nature, and haftened home, where I 
found Mr. Cruftiew in the utmoft uneafinefs. He could. 
not contain his anger at feeing me laugh; but began by 
informing me, that he was certain that the chancellor 
had received information concerning us, and was now 
bufied in difclofing our projects to the government: 
for the fafter of Kuzmin had informed him, that 
Mr. I{mailow had liftened to her difcourfe with Kuznec- 
zow, under her window; in which he had promifed to. 
marry her, if fhe would confent to go with him to Eu- 
rope; obferving, that the voyage would be long, but that. 
he would make her amends by his love and fidelity. 

Upon. 
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pofed it would be in his power to fail to Europe; and 
Kuzneczow replied, that there was no reafon to be uneafy 
about the fuccefs of any undertaking when direéted by 
fuch chiefs as myfelf. She protefted that Mr. Kuznec- 
zow had faid nothing more; but that, after his departure 
Ifmailow entered, and infulted her, and diredcily after- 
wards went out, threatening to fend Kuzneczow to the 
mines. She likewife told Mr. Cruftiew that fhe had 
avoided {peaking to Mr. Kuzneczow on the butinefs, for 
fear of a quarrel. 

Upon this intelligence I defired my friend to go im- 
mediateiy to the girl, and direct her to fay, if fhe fhould 
be fent for by the chancellor, that Mr. Kuzneczow had 
propofed and agreed with her to go toOchoczk, where they 
were to be married, and that I had promifed her a mar- 
riage portion of a thoufand roubles, provided fhe would 
depart and avoid the vifits of Mr. Ifmailow. Mr. Cruf- 
tiew was pertectly aftonifhed at this meffage, and afked 
if I thought him out of his fenfes. I faw that he did 
not comprehend my intentions, and therefore gave him an 
account of my converfation with the chancellor, upon 
which he perfe@ly underftood the whole bufinefs, and 
haftened to execute my commiffion. For my part, as 
Mr. Kuzneczow was not yet gone, I fent for him, and 
gave him inftructions likewife, in cafe he fhould be quef- 
tioned by the chancellor. Thefe meafures being taken, 
I found my mind more at eafe, and went to reft late at 
night, for I had found it impoffible to take any repofe 


during the continuance of my apprchenfions. 


On 


COUNT: vse BENYOWSKY. 223 


On the 8th, I learned that the chancellor had examined 
Kuzneczow and the fifter of Kuzmin feparately, and at 
day break had fent his nephew to Verchney Oftrogg, with 
orders not to return to Bolfaretz without his bontenk: In 
the evening the chancellor himfelf came to me, made 
a thoufand excufes for his fufpicions, and begged me to 
accept the portion T had promifed the girl, which, how- 
ever, I refufed, at the fame time intreating him to ex- 
cufe my taking it, as a proof of his confidence in my 
good intentions. _ 

On the oth, Mr. Kuzneczow informed me of his de- 
parture, and aflured me that I might entirely depend on 
Mr. Cfurin. This. news was fome confolation to me; 
for though the chancellor was apparently reconciled, I 
could no longer depend on his confidence. I knew that 
inquifitive difpofition would not permit him to banifh the 
adventure of his nephew from his mind; and _as the flight-- 
eft appearances might revive his fufpicions, I thought it 
proper to keep my people conftantly affembled. With a 
view likewife to fecure myfelf againft any furprize, I en- 
gaged Mifs Nilow to pay a ftrict attention to every thing 
that paffed at the governor’s houfe, efpecially when the: 
chancellor was prefent’ 

The fame day 1 affembled the company, to whom I 
gave an account of all that had paffed between me and: 
the chancellor, and declared, that though all our mca-. 
fures were perfectly well eftablifhed, I was morally fure 
that they would be ineffectual, acai I had every rea-- 
fon to think that we fhould be difcovered before the time: 
of the departure of the veffel. In confequence of this: 
difcouraging profped&t, I faid that I fliould proceed to» 
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propofe to the company another regulation. The meet- 
ing unanimoufly affured me, that they would agree to 
every ftep which I fhould think proper to be taken, fo 
that I needed only to give my orders, which would be im- 
mediately complied with. On this declaration, which was 
fo full of confidence, I reprefented to them that it would 
be impoffible for us to refift the force which government 
might employ againft us, if we remained near the town, 
and, therefore, that on the firft intimation of a difco- 
very, I fhould propofe to the company to retire to the 
fea-fide, where we might defend ourfelves in the intrench- 
ment of the light-houfe, which was provided with four 
large pieces of cannon, which would be fuffcient to keep 
the affailants at a diftance; and, in the mean time, as 
J could depend on Mr. Cfurin, I would dire& him to 
bring the veffcl out of the Bay, by towing her through 
the ice, and that I did not defpair of carrying this pro- 
ject into execution in the courfe of eight days. | 

The company replied, that this ftep was falutary, and 
neceflary to be carried into execution. I therefore drew 
up inftructions for Mr. Kuzneczow, which I forwarded 
to him by the hands of Sibeaw, at the fame time that I 
directed Mr. Panow to diftribute money to feveral of our 
aflociates, to purchafe gunpowder in all the fhops, and, 
if poffible, at the great magazine. For I had been in- 
formed that the cannon of the redoubt of the light-houfe 
was well provided with bullets and grape fhot, though 
the quantity of powder was infufficient to fire fix fhot. 
I paffed the reft of the day with Mr. Cruftiew, in confe- 
rence on the means neceflary to be adopted in the pre- 
fent exigence of our circumftances. 
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CHAP XXV. 


VARIOUS PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO THE PROJECTED ESCAPE 


OF THE EXILES, AND THE DISCOVERIES MADE BY GOVERN- 
MENT. 


N the roth, Mr. Baturin informed me, that Bofca- 
rew and Zablikow had written a letter to Mr. Ste- 
phanow, which was to be put into his hands by a Kam- 
chadal woman. I immediately fent notice to Mr. Panow, 
who undertook to watch his relation, to whom he went 
without delay, and returned with the letter, which he 
faid had been delivered the inftant before by the woman, 
and that after reading it, Stephanow had faid, ‘‘I am 
*¢ the unhappy wretch who have produced all the mifchief 
‘¢ which may follow,’ and then intreated his relation to 
carry the letter to me, with a requeft that I would caufe 
thefe two men to be put to death, in order to preferve 
our fecret; for he confeffed he had revealed the greateft 
part of it tothem. The contents of the letter were as 
follows : 
‘‘ The treatment you have experienced from the un- 
worthy chief whom you have chofen, has excited our 
‘* compaflion. We are informed that your illnefs is not 
‘‘ real, but that you are a prifoner, and, we therefore 
take this opportunity of affuring you, that we are 
ready to deliver you, and that you may depend on our 
willingnefs to facrifice our lives in the attempt. The 
oath we entered into with you, has prevented us from 
Vou. I. G g | betraying 
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‘¢ betraying your abominable chief; befides which, we 
‘© were unwilling to be the authors of the deftruétion of 
‘© fo many brave men as have entered into the affociation. 
“« If your life be in fafety, fend us fome intimation, 
‘Cand inform us at what hour of the night we can 
‘* enter your prifon without being difcovered ; but if 
‘you think it proper for our interefts, that we fhould 
‘© deliver you from the tyrant, let us know your with, 
<< and his death is certain. Remember the engagements 
‘© you have entered into with us, and be affured of our 
es fidelity: | 
‘¢ Signed, Boscarew and Zas.uikow.” 

I read this letter in the prefence of fome of the affo- 
ciates, to their no {mall confternation. Several of them 
were defirous of going to feek thefe two .bravos, with 
whom they propofed to quarrel, and then difpatch them. 
Mr. Panow {upported this opinion ; but, for my part, I 
declared that I could not, without regret, confent to be 
the caufe of the death of two fuch determined young 
men, efpecially as I had reafon to think we might avail 
ourfelves of their fervices. For this purpofe, I propofed 
that Mr. Panow fhould perfuade his relation to fend them 
an anfwer, which I would draw up; as I was well affured 
that we might caufe them to join us by this means, pro- 
vided’ Mr. Stephanow confented: to affift. Mr. Panow 
anfwered for him, whereupon I drew up the following 
minute ; : 

‘* You will be convinced that my illnefs is real when 
“you fee my hand-writing. I have kept my bed from 
‘© the day I laft faw you. I thank you, my friends, for 
‘ the affiftance you offer, though it is unncceflary;, for,. 

I can 
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‘ Icanaffure you, that my whole confolation at prefent 
‘© confifts in the acknowledgment of my improper conduct 
towards my chief. You hate him, becaufe I have 
defcribed him to you as a man worthy of hatred; but, 
I earneftly intreat you, by the oath we have entered 
into, not to aggravate my remorfe, by making any at- 
tempt againft this worthy and refpectable chief. I 
thought him my enemy, and acted accordingly; I even 
fought his death. Doubtlefs you have concluded that he 
would revenge himfelf; but, on the contrary, he has 
declared himfelf my protector, and has preferved my 
life at the rifk of his own. It is to him I am indebted 
for my fafety, and I intreat you to refpect the proteétor 
as your friend. I have written this letter, to prevent 
the confequences of your impetuofity; haften then to 
me, that I may inform you concerning my fituation. 
You are at perfect liberty to come, and I flatter myfelf 
«¢ that, en an interview, I fhall render you an effential 
‘¢ fervice, by bringing you acquainted with a man to 
‘¢ whom you may unite.” 

This anfwer being approved of, Mr. Panow carried it 
to his relation, who copied it, and fent it back by the 
mefienger who had brought him the letter. About 
eleven in the evening Mr. Panow requefted me to 
come to his friend, who was defirous of introducing 
Mefirs. Bofcarew and Zablicow to me, with fix other affo- 
ciates. When I arrived Mr. Stephanow begged me to come 
near his bed, took my hand and kiffed it. He then 
proceeded to recapitulate all his faults, enumerated the 
marks of kindnefs and confidence he had received, and 
concluded, by intreating my forgivenefs; after which, 
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without giving me time to reply, he prefented Mefirs. 
Bofcarew and Zablikow to me, with their companions ; 
with the affurance that they defired to join our affociation, 
and that he could anfwer for their fidelity and attachment. 
On this offer I afked the gentlemen whether they were 
firmly refolved to enter into our fociety without being in- 
formed of our projects and meafures? To which they 
an{fwered, that they had been informed of every thing, 
and were determined to acknowledge me as their chief, 
from their knowledge of the inducements. After this 
fhort explanation I informed them, that I would expect 
them at three o’clock tomorrow, in order to proceed in 
their reception. But as they requefted I would per- 
mit them to remain in future with us, I confented that 
they fhould ftay all night’; for they protefted that they 
would not quit our dwelling till they were admitted 
members of the fociety. 

On the arith, I vifited the governor, who feemed to 
be meditating on fome fubjeé&t that occupied his atten- 
tion, and as it was of confequence for me to become ac- 
quainted ‘with the reafon of his ferious deportment, I 
enquired, and received for anfwer, that he believed the 
chancellor was out of his fenfes, becaufe he had been 
talking to him of an enterprize purely chimerical ; for, 
continued he, the fool fufpe&s you of an intention to 
defert, and has vexed me fo much, that I have fent him 
away in an ill humour: he has even dared to accufe my 
daughter of being a party in your plot. I anfwered, 
laughing, that I was very well acquainted with the weak- 
nefs of the chancellor, who though a worthy charaéter, had 
fuffered himfelf to be led by his nephew I{mailow, a 
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man jealous of my good fortune, and at enmity 
with one of my friends, Kuzneczow. I informed the 
governor, that Hmailow had compofed a fiction, which 
had turned the chancellor’s head; and then, with- 
out hefitation, I related all that had happened. My 
{tory put the governor into a chearful humour. He 
fent for the chancellor, who was furprized to find me 
feated with the governor. The latter began the conver- 
fation, by acquainting him that he had informed me the 
whole of the chancellor’s fufpicions; and that, on the 
other hand, I had acquainted him with all that had 
paffed between us. The chancellor feemed to pay very 
little attention to this, but told me flatly that I was guilty, 
and that he repented the indulgence he had fhewn me in 
regard to time; but as he was fo lucky as to find me in 
a place of furety, he fhould exhibit his proofs, and had 
no doubt but they would be fufhcient to induce the go- 
vernor to fend me to prifon. He then drew out of his 
pocket a letter from his nephew, which contained a con- 
firmation of his firft accufation, and an appeal to Meff. 
Bofcarew and Zablikow, which when he had read, he 
demanded of the governor whether he had reafon or no 
to accufe me. The gavernor feemed to hefitate; but I 
feized the moment to propofe, that thofe two witnefles 
might be fent for, and promifed that I would own myfelf 
guilty, if they could prove the leaft deliquency againft 
me. In fupport of my propofition, I obferved, that 
he well knew Stephanow to be my irreconcilable enemy, 
and that Bofcarew and Zablikow werc his intimate friends ; 
who, confequently, were in no danger of giving a Hatter- 
ing depofition in my favour. I requefted, moreover, pp 

the 


230 MEMOIRS anv TRAVELS of 


the governor would permit me to retire into his cabinet 
during the examination. 

This propofal was agreed to by the governor, and the 
chancellor was in the greateft rage to fee himfelf dared 
to this point. He therefore required them to be fent 
for, and as I had told him they were then with Stephanow, 
the meffengers were fent diredtly thither. In the mean 
time I took the liberty to rally the chancellor on his dif- 
covery. But the governor protefted, that if the alarm 
he had raifed fhould prove unfounded, he would break 
off his friendfhip with him. 

At length, however, the two witnefles were announced, 
and I retired. The chancellor fhewed them the letter, 
and they replied, that they knew the hand writing per- 
fectly, though they were ignorant of the fubje& on 
which it was written, and, in a word, they knew nothing 
of any plot. They obferved that it was true that they 
were intimate with Mr. Stephanow, who had complained 
to them againft me, in confequence of which they had 
declared themfelves my enemies, and had fought occafions 
of quarrelling with me; but that their oppofition 
was perfonal, and did not require them to depart from 
their characters as men of veracity. To this they added, 
that they recollected perfectly well, that Mr. Ifmailow 
had fome days before related to them a feigned ftory, 
contrived by himfelf, and had mifled them fo far as to 
caufe them to feek opportunities of quarrelling, with a 
view to do me a mifchief. But that fince they had found 
that the whole of Mr. Ifmailow’s narration was falfe, 
they had given up their quarrel, and were much morti- 
fied to find, that they had been fo far mifled and in- 
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volved; though they could not avoid exprefling their 
determination, that If{mailow fhould fooner or later give 
them an account of his condudt. 

After this declaration, the governor politely difmiffed 
Meff. Bofcarew and Zablikow, with the requeft that they 
would continue to entertain the fame fentiments of efteem 
and friendfhip for me. He then brought me out of his 
cabinet to be a witnefs of the confufion of the chancel- 
lor, who f{carcely durft look me in the face. I did not 
fail, however, to do my utmoft to reftore his confidence ; 
and, by dint of intreaty, I at laft prevailed on him 
to fpeak. He apologized for his error, by laying 
the blame on the malice of his nephew, againft whom 
he breathed forth imprecations. He made the beft excufes 
he could to the governor, who let him underftand that he 
did not approve fuch liberties. Thus the whole bufinefs 
of conciliation fell upon me, which, however, I performed 
with fuccefs, by the help of a few glafles of brandy. 

This affair being accomplifhed, I went to Madame Ni- 
low and her daughter, who received me with open arms. 
The account I gave of what had paffed aftonifhed and 
alarmed them for the moment ; but the happy termination 
was very fatisfactory to.them all, more efpecially Maifs 
Aphanafia, who was not a little uneafy at the beginning 
of my narrative. I then took my leave, and bleffed the 
happy chance that had afforded me the means of receiv- 
ing into my party two fuch dangerous evidences, whofe in- 
timate acquaintance with all our defigns had put us com- 
pletely in their power. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF KAMCHATKA, IN CONSE- 
QUENCE OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE COUNT’S PLAN TO LIBERATE 


THE EXILES. 


()* my return home, I dined, and after dinner the 
ceremony of the reception of Mefirs. Bofcarew and 
Zablikow was performed: after which I proceeded to 
relate to my companions the dangers I had paffed, and 
publickly thanked our new affociates for their eminent 
fervice. 

We pafied the evening together, and I did not quit the 
meeting, “till I was informed of the arrival of the chan- 
cellor, who came to complete our reconciliation. I re- 
monftrated ftrongly with him on the abfurdity of his 
conduct, and affured him that, though I had done my 
beft to reconcile him with the governor, he muft not at- 
tribute this proceeding to my want of a due fenfe of the 
injury I fuftained, but to a defire of feeing harmony prevail 
among the chiefs. I obferved, that he ought to have 
miftrufted the infinuations of his nephew after the former 
difcovery of his plot, and the falfhood he had been 
proved to be guilty of. And I concluded by informing 
him, that I was willing to overlook this fecond affront ; 
but that if he fhould fuffer himfelf to be mifled into fuch 
an crror a third time, I would not fail to feek my 
revenge. The chancellor protefted that in future he 
would ac with fincerity towards me, and we parted 
good friends. 

On 
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On the rath I received a letter from Mr. Kuzneczow, 
wherein he informed me, that Mr. Cfurin was bufy in 
fitting out his veffel, but that it was impoffible to clear 
the ice during the prefent month: That he would anfwer 
for the taking of the redoubt, the fire of which would 
protect the fhip, while the oefel 3 in return would clear the 
approaches to the redoubt: That Mr. Cfurin was difpofed 
to fhare our fortune at all rifks, as he had his lady with 
him: And laftly, he concluded his letter by intreating 
me to facilitate the means of his female friend joining him. 
The friendfhip and attachment of Mr. Kuzneczow én- 
titled him to every return in my power; for which reafon I 
charged Sibaew, who brought the letter, to fend La Kuf- 
mika to Cfekawka in one of the boats. 

After dinnerI was {eized with a violent cholic, fucceeded 
by a fever, which forced me to go to bed. In the night I 
erew worfe, which obliged me to fend for Mefirs. Cruftiew 
and Panow, to whom I intrufted the care and fuperinten- 
dence of the company. 


On the 13th, Mr. Cruftiew having acquainted Mifs 
Aphanatia with my illncfs, fhe haftened to fee me, and, as 
I was informed after my recovery, never quitted my bed- 
fide, nor fuffered any other perfon to attend me. The 
fever continucd, without any regular period, during the 
rath, r5thand 16th. On the 17th Mr. Meder bled 
me, and on the 18th he prefcribed an emetic, by which 
treatment the fever left me on the roth. 

On the 20th I was able to quit my bed, and Mifs 
Aphanafia intormed her mother of my recovery, who came, 
together with her other children, to congratulate me on 
the occafion. Jt was at this time I was informed of the 
fervices Muifs Aphanafia had. done; I thanked her with 

Vou, I. Hoh the 
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the utmoft fincerity, and was convinced that my gra- 
titude affected her exceedingly. After the departure of 
Madame Nilow, though her daughter ftaid with me, 
Mr. Cruftiew gave me. an account that all our arrange- 
ments were in good order, and that the tranquillity 
which prevailed every where with refpect to our interefts 
was fuch that we had no reafon for any apprchenfions. 

On the 2ift I thought it neéceflary to perfuade Mifs 
Aphanafia to return home, for which purpofe I reprefented 
to her that her prefence was neceflary to prevent our 
being furprized, for want of that information refpecting 
what pafied at her father’s, which no one could better 
obtain than herfelf. For thefe reafons I urged her to 
return as {peedily as poflible : fhe admitted their force, 
and left me with tears. 

After her departure, Mr. Cruftiew informed me of his 
fufpicions that the chancellor, in conjunction with the 
hettman, was meditating our deftruétion : For the hett- 
man, he underftood, was gone two days before to 
Verchney Oftrogg, and he had every reafon to believe 
that the adventure of the death of Levontiew was his 
motive, becaufe Bofcarew and Zablikow had received a 
letter from [mailow, who fuppofed them ftill his friends, in 
which he informed them of the difcovery of an affaflination 
committed by my order. In confirmation of this opinion 
Mr. Cruftiew fhewed me the letter, which clearly convinced 
me, that it became us to prepare for an open attack: 
for tho’ I was well affured that the circumftances which had 
accompanied the death of Levontiew could not be brought 
in evidence againft me, yet I had juft reafon to fear that the 
depofition of the tajon, who had put the letter directed 
to the governor into my hands, would produce an effect 


which, 
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which, fupvorted by the credit of the chancellor and 
the h.ttman, could not fail to overthrow me. The more 
I reflected on this bufinefs, the more critical I found it, 
and as I was ftill too weak to fit up for any length of 
time, I gave Mr. Cruftiew a charge to admit the two 
exiles, companions of Mr. Ivafkin, into our focicty, as 
I was fufficiently convinced of their attachment. This 

was done the fame day, and they were fo well fatished 
with this mark of confidence, that they thanked me on 
their knees for the favour I had beftowed on them, as, 
they faid, of receiving them into my company, and 
giving them an opportunity either of avenging themfelves 
of the unjuft government which had opprefied them, or 
of dying in the attempt. 

On the 22d I affembled the whole company, and 
caufed arms and the neceflary ammunition to be diftri- 
buted to each, in order that, in cafe our dwellings fhould 
be invefted, they might not be unprovided; and as 
there was reafon to fear an attack in the night, I gave 
regular orders for a guard and patrole. The arms were 
diftributed in the night for the greater fecrecy. 

On the 23d Mifs Aphanafia came to fee me incognito. 
She informed me, that her mother was in tears, and her father 
had talked with her in a manner which gave reafon to fear 
that he fufpe&ed cur plot. She conjured me to be careful, 
and not to come to the fort, if fent for. She exprefled het 
fears that it would not be in her power to cometo me again, 
but promifed fhe would, in that cafe, fend her fervant; and 
{he intreated me, at all events, if I fhould be compelted to ufe 
force again{t government, that I would be careful of the life 
of her father, and notendangermy own. I tenderly embraced 
this charming young lady, and thanked her for the _— 

| 2 the 
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fhe took in my prefervation ; and as it appeared important 
that her abfence fhould not be difcovered, I begged her 
to return, and recommend the iffue of our intentions to 
good fortune.. Before her. departure I reminded her to 
look minutely after her father, andto fend mea red ribband 
in cafe government fhould determine to arreft or attack me, 
and, inthe fecond place, that at the moment of an alarm 
fhe would open the fhutter of her window, which looked 
to the garden, and caufe a fledge to be laid over the ditch 
on that fide. She promifed to comply with my inftruc- 
tions, and confirmed her promifes with vows and tears. 
As foon as Mifs Aphanafia was gone, I thought it 
proper to fet up a pole for the convenicncy of hoifting a 
light, and, at the fame time, I fent inftructions to my 
companions that the light fhould be the fignal for 
rallying. | 
On the 24th, being bufied in preparing againft every 
furprize, I caufed a bridge to be broken down, which 
had been laid over a ravine that feparated us from the 
town; and, inftead of the bridge, I caufed a fingle plank 
to be laid ; over which no more than one perfon could 
pafs at a time. At three in the afternoon, Mr. Cruftiew 
informed me that the hettman was on his return, and had 
brought. with him the tajon in queftion, and that I{maikew 
was likewifewith his uncle. This information was fufficient 
to point out the fteps it became us totake; but, in order 
to obtain a more perfect knowledge of the ftate of affairs, 
we fent ten of our affociates of the party of Bofcarew on 
difcovery. They did not return ‘till very late in the 
evening, and reported, that the hettman had had a long 
eonference with the chancellor, and that about five in the 
evening, they had waited on the governor, accompanied 


by 
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by Ifmailow and a Kamfchadal chief. This report caufed 
us to double our guard and - and the whole a 
remained under arms: 

On the 25th, in the morning, Mifs Aphanafia’s evant 
brought me a red ribband. She told me verbally, to 
beware of coming to the fort; that her miftrefs as well 
as Madame Nilow, was in tears, as the governor had 
treated them with great feverity, and had even ftruck his 
lady. About ten o'clock the governor fent a ferjeant to 
me, to invite me to breakfaft; to which 1 anfwered, 
that as I was not quite recovered of a dangerous illnefs, 
I could not wait upon him then, but hoped I {fhould 
be able to have that pleafure to-morrow. The ferjeant 
anfwered by advifing me to go by fair means, if I did not 
wifh to be dragged to the fort by main force. To 
this I replied in fhort, by defiring him to mind his own 
bufinefs, and carry my anfwer; at the fame time that I 
advifed him to make his confeffion before he ventured to 
come on any fuch enterprize. 

About noon I faw the hettman coming towards our 
houfe. I received him very politely, and he informed 
me that he came on the part of the governor to perfuade 
me to come to the fort. The bufinefs, he told me in 
confidence, was to difcufs one of the ridiculous fancies 
of the chancellor, which I might eafily overthrow, and 
confequently, that I ought to make no difficulty in ac- 
companying him. But when IJ replied, that my illnefs did 
not permit me to wait upon the governor, and that I 
certainly fhould not go that day, he became angry, and 
threatened to force me thither by his Coffacks. I 
laughed at his threats, which did not tend to reftore his 

calmnefs 
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calmnefs. He called out to his Coffacks to come in and 
compel me to follow him. I whiftled, and fiye of my 
companions inftantly rufhed in, and difarmed the hettman 
and two Coflacks, to whom I declared that they were 
my prifoners. 

After this ftroke, the hettman afked permiffion to 
write to the governor, and I promifed to difpatch a letter 
from him, provided it was firft fubmitted to my perufal. 
In his letter he pronofed to the governor to enter into 
terms with me, at the fame time informing him that. he 
was himfelf detained as a prifoner. Together with his 
letter I fent one in my own name to the governor, in 
which I explained that the premeditated treachery of the 
chancellor, which I was fufficiently informed af, had in- 
duced me to take this ftep, and that I entreated him not 
to confider it as an attempt to incite an infurre@ion, as 
it depended on his excellency’s pleafure to permit me to 
depart for Lopatka. 

About five in the evening, the governor fent me word, 
that if I did not fet the hettman at liberty, I fhould pay 
for my infolence at the price of my life ; that my trial 
would be proceeded on in full affembly the next day, 
where, if I fhould be found innocent, he would take 
care that I fhould receive fatisfaction from the chancellor ; 
but that, in cafe I was confcious of guilt, he advifed me 
to come and apply to the goodnefs and clemency of the 
throne for my pardon. | 

In a written anfwer to this meflage Ireplied, that if 
mytfelf alone were perfonally concerned, I would not he- 
fitate a moment to appear before him ; but as the chief of 
a party, acknowledged as fuch by his own proper — 

~ J cou 
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{could not ad without confulting my companions: and, 
a3 it was late, I propofed likewife to confult them on the 
morrow. ladded, that my d res condud, as well as the 
liberty of the hettman, would depend on their decifion. 

At nine in the evening I fent a party of fix affociates 
to feize the chancellor, but he took care not to ftir out of 
the fort: in his ftead, however, they brought me H- 
mailow, his nephew, Szudcikin, his fecretary, and the 
tajon, who was intended to be produced in evidence 
again{ft me. | 

On the 26th I. received two red ribbands from 
Mifs Aphanafia, at the fame time that I learned from 
one of our affociates, that the governor had fummoned a 
council, at which no one could give an account how If- 
mailow and the tajon had been carried off; that, as 
no witnefles appeared, the governor had reproached the 
chancellor, and threatened him with the effects of his. 
anger, calling hima traitor, who took a pleafure in ex- 
citing difturbances ; and laftly, that every one was per- 
fuaded that, the aceufation of the chancellor being falfe, 
I{mailow and the tajon had difappeared, becaufe inca- 
pable of ftanding the examination. He further reported, 
that the governor, enraged at the witnefles not ap- 
pearing, had difmiffed the council, and retired to the 
fort. 

At eleven o'clock I received a meffage that the go- 
vernor was convinced of my innocence, and confented 
that the company fhould keep Mr. Hettman as an 
hoftage ; but that, for the fake of the form, he would 
fend ra foidiers te me, to whom he begged me to fur- 
render. In reply to this meffage I anfwered, that 1 

: would 
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would entirely depend on the word and honour of t&é 
governor, who might fend his guard for me, and that in 
the mean time, I would do every thing in my power to 
perfuade my affociates to confent to my departure, which 
I had no doubt they would agree to, in confideration of 
their holding the hettman as an_hoftage. 

Immediately after I had difmiffed this meffenger, I 
received another, with a letter from Mifs Aphanafia, who 
intreated me to come to-the governor, and affured me that 
her father was more prejudiced in my favour than ever. 
I could depend on the integrity and attachment of this 
amiable young lady, and her letter might have had its 
influence on me, if I had not obferved that it contained 
many clippings of red ribband, which {hewed me in what 
manner to proceed. | eons gave orders to Melfirs. 
Baturin, Wynbladth, and Panow, to place themfelves at 
the head of their divifions, in readinefs to act in the 
night, as 1 expected an attack, from the information | 
had received, that the foldiers of the garrifon, as well as 
the Coffacks of the town, were bufied in preparing their 
arms. Our number amounted to fifty-feven perfons, but 
Mr. Cruftiew informed me that he had fent an order.to 
Mr. Kuzneczow to return with his people, and that he 
expected him at the clofe of the night. In order that I 
might not be taken by furprize, I formed three divifions, 
who ftationcd themfelves round my houfe, while the 
fourth divifion remained within. 


CHA P, 
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THE GOVERNMENT SENDS A MILITARY FORCE TO TAKE THE COUNT 

PRISONER. THE EXILES OPPOSE THEM, AND BY ‘THEIR SUPE 
RIOR BRAVERY AND MILITARY SKILL, ASSISTED BY A FORFUNATE 

' CONCURRENCE OF EVENTS, THEY GAIN POSSESSION OF THE FORT, 
THE GOVERNOR IS SLAIN IN THE ATTACK. 


if 


A, T five in the evening, I obferved a corporal with four 

_grenadiers, who came and ftopped at my door, 
where they called out to me to open it by order of the 
Emprefs. I jocularly anfwered that he lied, for that the 
Emprefs being at Peterfburgh, would not honour fuch 
a rafcal as him with her orders; but told him that if he 
thought proper to behave with civility, we might per- 
haps tranfa@ our affairs in an amicable manner. Upon 
this he faid, that the governor had informed him that it 
was agreed I fhould follow him, and confequently that 
he was ready to comply with my wifhes in every refpedt. 
I then propofed that he fhould enter alone to drink a 
glafs with me, and afterwards take charge of fome papers 
that were neceffary to be prefented to the governor. He 
confented, and I accordirigly admitted him, fhutting the 
door after him, at which inftant he beheld four piftols 
prefented to his breaft, and was threatened with inftant 
death if he fhould dare to utter a fingle word. After 
conduéting him into my chamber, I queftioned him con- 
cerning every particular I was defirous of knowing, and 
when his depofition was finifhed, I ordered him to call 
the foldiers one by one, each by name, to come in and 
Vor. I. i ore drink 
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drink a glafs, which he was forced to comply with. 
this manner I became mafter of the detachment, which I 
caufed to be bound, and depofited fafely in the cellar. 
_ At nine in the evening I received notice that a de- 
tachment had been obferved on their way towards the 
ravine. I therefore took the detachment of Mr. Wyn- 
bladth with me, and called out te them not to attempt 
to pafs. They anfwered by feveral mufket fhot; in 
- return for which I ordered my party to fire on thofe 
who were foremoft, and after three had fallen the de- 
tachment remained motionlefs, and lay clofe with their 
faces to the ground. I could eafily obferve however that 
the officer had difpatched a man towards the fortrefs, 
ho doubt with the intention of requefting afliftance. 
For this reafon I fent out a perfon upon difcovery, but 
nothing was perceived ‘till about eleven o’clock, when I 
received information that a body of troops were advancing 
towards our rear, and that from the noife there was reafon 
to believe they had cannon with them. I gave orders to 
Mr. Wynbladth to obferve the detachment at the ravine, 
and after caufing the divifion of the center to join me, I 
myfelf advanced towards the enemy’s troops. Before we 
met, I faw Mr. Stephanow, who, tho’ fcarcely able to walk, 
came armed, and had only time to tell me that he came 
to conquer or die with me. This refolution fecured him 
my efteem; for though the poor man could {fcarcely 
fupport himfelf, he neverthelefs did every thing in his 
power to encourage the affociates. oe | 
When we came within the diftance of fifty paces, the 
commanding ofhcer of the detachment called out to us 


to furrender ourfelves prifoners, otherwife he would not 
| | - {pare 
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‘fpare us. I replied that it was neceffary we fhould know 
tthe conditions, and he in return afked what cunditions I 
withed to propofe.. Our conference led us within fifteen 
‘paces of them, at which diftance we began our fire, and 
our adverfaries were fo difheartened at our firft difcharge, 
that they. left their cannon and fled haftily towards the 
wood. The officer was highly to blame in this refpea; 
“for if he had retired towards the fortrefs, we could never 
have forced it. His mifconduct infpired me with hope. 
-No more than a fhort quarter of an hour was required to 
colleé&tmy people. Tavailed myfelf of their artillery to fire 
on the detachment placed behind the ravine; and my 
fire, though in the air, prevented any of them from ven- 
“turing to rife; fo that I had perfect liberty to approach 
‘the fort. The centinel feeing us come with cannon, 
took us for the detachment, and, after challenging us, 
afked if we had brought the prifoners, to which I caufed 
one of my people to anfwer in the afhirmative. The man 
then worked like a fury to lower the drawbridge; which 
done, we entered with fpirit, and finding only twelve 
“men of the guard, they were quickly difpatched. While 
a party of my afflociates mounted to clear the cafemates, 
‘I caufed the drawbridge to be raifed, and placed a guard. 
.Thefe precautions being taken, as I heard a firing in the 
court, and faw that my comrades were faftening the 
-petard to force the inner gates, I ventured to pais 
-through a window which I found open. Madame Ni- 
low and her children, at. fipht of me, implored my pro- 
‘tection to {ave their father and hufband. I immediately 
haftened to his apartment, .and begged him to go to his 
childrens room to preferve his life; but he anfwered that 
be would firft take mine, and inftantly fired a_piftol, 

li2.. | which 
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vhich wounded me: I was defirous, meverthelefs, af 
preferving him, and continued to reprefent that all refift- 
ance would be ufelefs, for which reafon I intreated him to- 
retire. His wife and children threw theméfelwes on their 
knees, but nothing would avail: he flew upon me, feized 
me by the throat, and left me no other alternative than. 
either to. give up my own life, or run my fword through 
his body. At this inftant the petard exploded and burft 
the outer gate. The fecond was open, and I faw 
Mr. Panow enter at the head of a party. He entreated the 
governor to let me go, but not being able to prevail on. 
him, he fet me at liberty by fplitting his fkull. 

April 27th. No words can defcribe the unhappy {cene-. 
this event produced: Madame Nilew fell at my feet, her 
daughters fainted, and the frmnefs of my mind was {carcely 
equal to the fhock. I was ready to fink. to the ground,. 
when Mr. Panow feeing me in this fituation obliged me to 
quit the apartment, and affured me that he would take care. 
ef Madame Nilow and her family. He begged I would. 
haften to a party of my affociates, who were ftill fighting 
with the foldiers. I went out into the court, where I faw 
a new {pedctacle ; it was covered with dead and wounded,. 
fome of whom informed: me that our companions were 
bufied in forcing a fubterraneous place, in: which feveral 
foldiers had taken refuge. I made hafte to fave the lives 
of thefe unfortunate men,.and having met with Mr. Wyn- 
bladth and Cruftiew, with four other aflociates,. quick- 
ened my fteps towards the baftion: under which the: 
cafemate as, when all at once we heard: a mufket. 
fhot, and the cry of enemies. Thefe {hot were followed. 
by regular difcharges, which convinced us that they could. 

a ROE 
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not proceed from: the fire of our people, who were dif- 
perfed in various places, We therefore returned to our 
centinel, who kept: eonftantly calling out, the enemy! 
-When we. came to him, and mounted the banquet 
of the palifade, we faw a large party of Coflacks 
making preparations for an attack. In confequence 
of this, I detached Mr. Wynbladth to-collect all the affo- 
ciates, leaving only a guard of four men to watch over the 
foldiers in the cafemate; and in the mean time I was forced. 
to fuftain a brifk ‘attack. It was a fortunate circum- 
ftance, however, that the ladders which the Ceflacks had. 
brought were too fhort, and the obfcurity of the night 
‘did not’ permit our enernies to obferve the weakelt places. 
of the f rt. Their continual fire affifted us to dire& 
our murdering pieces'at them, which flew fourteen men 
in ten minutes, while’ ‘no:one -on our fide had received a 
wound. On the arrival of Mr. Wynbladth with twenty- 
‘two affociates, we rnounted two three pounders on the 
= He rounds from thefe were fufficient to dif- 

erfe our mili nents. 
J After cheir seteeaty we had reafon to fear a fecond: 
attempt, we bufied ourfelves in mounting and. charging 
ail the cannon of the place, and afterwards cleared the 
court-yard and cafemates of the dead.. The affociates 
ebeyed my orders with the greateft zeal. and activity; fo 


he at three in. the. morning every thing was in. perfect. 
Pe 


CHA P.. 


246 MEMOIRS ano’ TRAVELS oF 


CHAP. ‘XXVIII. 


THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNT AND HIS PARTY OF EXILES, FROM 
THE TIME OF GAINING" POSSESSION OF THE FORT, TO THE TIME OF 
THE SURRENDER OP: THE MILITARY FORCE OF THE Seiceeerar 


WHO GAVE HOSTAGES’ TO THE COUNT. 


. ceniinel of the baftion having heard a ‘ean 
noife on the city fide, I went up myfelf and faw 
feveral lighted torches in motion, which determined me 
to fend out fome perfonsto make difcoveries. Mr. Cruf- 
ftiew undertook this commiflion, with two of the affo- 
ciates. | 

After their decicne I fent to. ciel salsa to fee 
Madame Nilow, which being granted, I waited upon her 
and found her on her bed. .I threw myfelfat her feet to beg 
her pardon for having been theinvoluntary caufe of the death 
of her hufband, and intreated her to confider my be- 
haviour towards him, when.I was defirous of preferving 
his life at the rifk of my own. Her grief, extreme as it 
was, did not urge her to make any reproaches: the -only 
afked for her children, and begged that the. guard 
Mr. Panow had fet over herfelf and them might be.with- 
drawn. But when I informed her that the guard was de- 
figned merely for her prefervation, fhe confented that-it 
might remain. With’ refpedt to her children I was ignorant 
where they had been fecured; but a fervant informed 
us that Mr. Panow had conduéted them into the hall, 
and had taken care to have them bled by Mr. Lapin. 


This fuggeftion reminded me of the propriety of Madame 
Nilow’s 
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Nilow’s undergoing the fame operation,: to which the 
confented: I therefore haftened to fend Mr. Lapin with 
directions: for that purpofe; and as I did not think it 
decent to intrude myfelf upon a family fo overwhelmed 
with misfortune, I recommended to this gentleman to ufe 
évery:care and attention in his power to mitigate the dif- 
treffes of their fituation. oe - 

‘When I went out to vifit the pofts, I received advice 
that Mr. Cruftiew had returned, and I therefore went to en- 
quire what he had difcovered. He informed me that the 
town was entirely abandoned by the men; that the hett- 
man, delivered. from his imprifonment by a party of men, 
had armed all the Coflacks, and had retired to the heights at 
half a league diftant from the fort, where he declared he 
would ftarve us out; and that his troops did not amount 
to lefs than feven or eight hundred men. 

- On this information *I affembled my companions, and 
reprefented to them that we were certainly out of the 
danger of an attack in the fort, but that if we fhould 
defer the taking a fpeedy refolution to act without lofing 
a fingle moment, we fhould, perhaps, find ourfelves, in 
the courfe of twenty-four hours, fo well invefted, that we 
fhould not be able to get. out, and by that means fhould 
be reduced to furrender at difcretion from mere hunger. 
I informed the. company of the report of Mr. Cruftiew, 
and requefted every one to give his advice refpecting the 
proper fteps to be taken in the prefent ftate of embar- 
raffment. But as no plan was agreed on, I difclofed mine, 
which I had already formed before hand, the moment I 
was informed of the refolution of Mr. Hettman. It was 
as follows. 

| I declared 
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I declared my refolution to fend a detachment of 
twenty-two or twenty-four aflociates. into the town to 
drive all the women and children into the church; 
that as foon as they fhould be there fecured, alt the fur- 
fiture of wood and other combuftible matters which 
could be found, fhould be piled round the church; and 
when every thing fhould be thus difpofed, which was 
very poffible to be done before day-break, notice fhould 
.be given to the women to prepare themfelves for death, 
at the fame time that they fhould be informed that 
the determination of their hufbands to oppofe us by 
force hadleft us no other expedient than to facrifice their 
families. And laftly, that after this declaration it fhould 
be propofed to the women to fend three of their number, 
with twelve young girls, to their parents, to require them 

to lay down their arms. | 
The company agreed to this propefal, and Mr. Panow 
undertook to carry it into execution. But he obferved that 
it was neceflary in his opinion to convey the body of the 
governor into the fame church, with the intention of more 
effectually intimidating the women. After his departure 
I gave the neceflary orders, and the body of this un- 
fortunate chief, whofe life had been ever dear to me, 
was inftantly carried to the place of deftination. | 
The continual hurry of action had made me forget my. 
wound ; but I was defirous of taking advantage of this 
moment of tranquility, and accordingly fent for Mr. La- 
pin, who declared that the confequences might be dan-. 
gerous, becaufe I had fuffered the blood to coagulate. 
In faé& the froft had congealed a large quantity, and, in 
order to thaw it, I was obliged to approach the fire,which 
| gave 
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yvave me the moft excruciating pain. I could not ftand 
up nor walk until Mr. Lapin had extracted the ball, in 
which operation I found him very fkilfull. After my 
wound had been dreffed, as I was not capable of ufing 
my leg, he caufed me to be conveyed into the chamber 
where the reft of the wounded men were, and where I had 
the mortification to fee nine dead, and feven dangeroufly 
wounded of my party, with more than fifty foldiers of 
the garrifon wounded; the dead having been thrown into 
one of the baftions. When I had given orders that the ne- 
ceflary affiftance might be adminiftered to all who were in 
want of it, I retired into the hall of the chancery to reft ; 
but my uneafinefs refpecting the fuccefs of my proje@, did 
not permit me to take any repofe until the return of 
My. Panow, who related that he had fhut up more than 
a thoufand women, girls and infants, who had all unani- 
moufly requefted leave to fend fome one of their number 
to their hufbands, whom they promifed to bring back te 
our feet. | 

The day beginning to appear, I thought proper to 
haften this expedition, and determined to fend one of my 
affociates with the woman, beating a drum as the fign 
of a parley, at the fame time that he fhould carry a 
proper fummons to the following efted : 

“© We are informed of the refolution you have taken 
‘to block us up in the fort, and reduce us to the 
“* neceffity either to perifh by hunger, or have recourfe 
“to your mercy by furrendering at difcretion. This 
‘ refolution fhews very little judgment on your part ; 
‘¢ for in truth it is impoflible for you to perfuade us that 
‘¢ your determinations are directed to this end, while you 
Se Kk «© have 
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have left in our power the moft precious depofit which 
nature has given you, your wives, your .daughters, 
and your children; who muft fecure us from your 
fenfelefs rage, -unlefs you are monfters abhorred by 
nature. You will be the real executioners of your 
families, and their blood will cry out for vengeance 
againft you. It remains in the mean time for you to 
adopt one of the two propofitions we here make.” 


We demand that, one hour after the reception 
Cc. 


of this meflage, you fhall fet at liberty the four aflo- 
ciates you made prifoners at the time the hettman. was 
fet at liberty; and that afterwards you fhall lay down 
your arms, and prefent yourfelves unarmed at the 
fort, in order that we may take hoftages from: amongi{t 
you, which may be neceflary to prevent fuch. incidents 
as may hereafter occafion new. hoftilities.’ 

‘<2. That, on your refufal to comply with thefe pro- 
pofals, we will fet fire to the church in which your 
wives and children are confined. It fhall be their 
tomb; their cries will convince you of the accom- 
plifhment of our refolution.”’ 

‘“< We fend the prefent to you at nine o’clock precifely ; : 
haften to affemble, and carry into execution fuch refo- 
lutions as you may judge moft fuitable to your prefent 


fituation. Our refolution ‘fhall be carried into effect 


at ten precifely.”’ | r 
After having caufed the prefent writing to ie figned 


by the chiefs of our affociation, I fent Sibeaw towards 
the Coffacks, with four women and twelve children. 


After the departure of our meffenger the affociates 


bufied themfelves in amaffing the wood of chairs, tables, 


&c. 
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&c, and different utenfils round the church. About 
eight o’clock Madame Nilow afked to fpeak with me ; 
but when fhe heard that I could not rife to pay my 
re{fpects to her, fhe came herfelf, with her youngeft 
daughter. The fatigue I had endured throughout the 
night, and the effufion of blood which had altered my 
countenance, made her to forget her own grief. She ran 
towards me, and her firft words, which exprefled her 
fears for my fituation, afforded no fmall confolation to 
my mind. This worthy lady, after fhewing a proper 
fenfe of the lofs of her hufband, told me, that, though 
propriety forbad her feeing me, fhe could not avoid 
declaring at that moment that fhe acknowledged my 
innocence in all that had pafled ; and that fhe had with 
wonder beheld my forbearance, at the time when wounded 
by her hufband, and in the moft imminent danger of 
my life, I did not ufe my arms againft him. For this 
caufe, fhe faid, I was juftified in her opinion; but that, 
as it would be impoflible for her to make the public 
adopt the fame fentiments, fhe had refolved to retire 
immediately after the funeral of her hufband; for the 
performance of which fhe requefted my permiffion and 
fupport. She continued her difcourfe by telling me, 
that, with regard to her daughter, as fhe faw her firmly 
attached to my perfon, and could not expofe her to the 
refentment of her fifters and her family, fhe confented to 
put her into my hands, provided I would promile to efta- 
blifh her in the manner I had affured her, by marriage. In 
this fituation, urged by the neceflity of calming the mind 
of an unhappy mother, whofe virtue and firmnels of foul I 
have every reafon to = I promifed all fhe — 

2 | She 
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She then embraced her daughter, advifed her always to 


preferve the fame attachment to me, and wifhed her 
every happinefs ; and at laft haftily rifing, fhe paffionately 
exclaimed, you are the caufe of the lofs of her father, 
become her hufband, and be a father to her ! 

She departed, and her daughter informed me that fhe 
had been tormented by the reproaches of her fifters, who 
openly accufed her of having been in the plot, though 
fhe would have gladly confented to the lofs of her own 
life to have preferved that of her father. At thefe words 
fhe burft into tears, but continued her difcourfe by ob- 
ferving, that, in the prefent fituation, no other refource 
offered itfelf to her but to follow me: but, in order that 
the public might not reproach her mother for having 
confented. to her departure with me, fhe requefted that I 
would caufe her to be carried off. 1 promifed to proceed. 
accordingly ; after which fhe likewife retired, wifhing me 
fuccefs in the conduct of my enterprize. 

At a quarter after nine, having received no anfwer 
frem the Cofflacks, I ordered four fires to be lighted,. at 
the diftance of three fathoms from each angle of the 
church. At half an hour after nine, I received intelli- 
gence that a number of handkerchiefs were feen faftened. 
to. piquets on the mountain, with which fignals were 
made. At three quarters after nine, about fifty. men 
were feen running with all their force towards the fortrefs, 
but without arms, which. led me to think that the 
Coffacks had’ determined to furrender. At eleven minutes 
after. ten, two Coffacks appeared: before me, almoft 
breathkefs, who told me that they had been difpatched to 
inform me.that my firft propofition. was accepted, and 

a that, 
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that, in the courfe of half an hour, the whole troop 
would prefent themfelves unarmed; for which reafon 
they begged me to proceed no further until they could 
arrive. 

A moment afterwards Sibeaw likewife arrived, and de- 
clared that on the firft reading of his letter, they had deter- 
mined to march ftrait to the church to deliver their fami- 
lies, but on being informed by the women that the com- 
buftible matters were piled together, and the fire at hand, fo 
that their refolution would only haften the deftruétion of 
fo many innocent creatures, they entered into a debate, 
which could end only in the imprifonment of the hett- 
man, whom they were bringing to me. At a quarter 
paft eleven, the troops at laft arrived, and as I had given. 
my orders to Mr. Panow, he casted thofe to enter inte 
the fort whom I had determined on as hoftages, and fent 
the others to the church to bring their wives into the town, 
At the fame time he took the precaution to fend a de- 
tachment to the mountain, for the purpofe of guarding 
the arms until they fhould be removed into the fort. 
Every thing being thus in a ftate of tranquility, I caufed 
the cafemate to be opened, out of which came forty-two 
foldiers and the chancellor, whom I fent to. accompany 
the hettman. The number of our hoftages amounted to 
fifty-two perfons, all principal’ men of the. place, whofe 
lives. were. to anfwer for the behaviour of. the people.. 


CH A PR. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


TRANSACTIONS FROM THE TIME OF THE RECEIVING OF HOSTAGES 
FROM THE MILITARY OF THE PROVINCE, TO THE FINAL EMBAR.- 
KATION OF THE COUNT AND HIS PARTY IN THE ST. PETER AND 
ST. PAUL. 


T noon Mr. Panow made a review of our affociates, 
and reported that Mr. Meder was not prefent. 
Search was made among the dead, but he was not found, 
and we were very uneafy concerning his fate, until 
Mr. Cruftiew aflured us that he believed he was fecurely 
hidden at home, and that if I pleafed to fend he had no 
doubt but he would be found in the oven. Mr. Panow 
immediately fent four armed companions, who returned 
with him, but before he was brought in, Mr. Cruftiew in- 
formed me that Mr. Meder had been found on his knees, 
and that on their entrance he cried out he was in- 
nocent, and knew nothing of the plot. This recital 
made us laugh, but I was greatly furprized when I heard 
that Mr. Meder ftill believed that he was in the hands of 
government. For the more perfect affurance of this, I 
fent for him. At his firft appearance he threw himfelf on 
the ground, and repeated his oaths that he knew nothing ~ 
of the plot. J caufed him to be lifted up, but this did 
not prevent his taking me for the governor, and con- 
tinuing his delirium. It was not ’till after I had fhaken 
hands with him, and given him a glafs of brandy, that 
he came to himfelf, and freely related, that at the firft 
firing he withdrew into his houfe, and prayed to God for 
| our 
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our prefervation, and that about day-break, having heard 
the Coffacks knock atthe door, he fainted away, and when 
he came to himfelf he was convinced of our deftrudtion ; 
an ‘idea which had deprived him of his prefence of mind. 

After taking a little refrefhment, I gave my orders to 
each of the chiefs. Mr. Cruftiew was charged to go down, 
the river to feize the corvette St. Peter and St.Paul, with 
the affiftance of Mr. Kuzneczow and his party, and to burn 
all the other fhips or barks. Mr. Baturin was ordered to 
examine the magazine and the treafury, to make an in- 
ventory of their contents. Mr. Panow undertook to 
fuperintend the funeral of the late governor, and the 
burial of the dead. Mr. Wynbladth had the care of the 
military fervices; and for my own part, as my wound 
became exceedingly painful, I was incapable of per- 
forming any duty; but I placed all my hope in the {kill 
of Mr. Meder ; for Mr. Lapin’s knowledge extended no 
further than to the treatment of wounds. 

In the evening I entreated Madame Nilow to permit 
me to fee her, but fhe refufed, In the night Mifs Apha- 
nafia came to fee me, and after exprefling her grief for 
my fufferings, fhe informed me that Madame Nilow in- 
tending to depart in two days, it would be neceflary to 
carry her off as foon as poflible. I diflipated the appre- 
henfions of this amiable young lady, and afterwards had 
a light fleep. 

On the 28th, every preparation being ready for the 
funeral, I gave isla to acquaint Madame Nilow that the 
ceremony waited for her orders. She determined that it 
fhould be performed without delay. ‘fhe whole town 
was therefore obliged to repair to the church ; - _ 

urial 
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burial was made with the greateft pomp. ‘Twenty one 
guns were fired from the fortrefs. After this ceremony I 
ordered Mr. Panow to perfuade the archbifhop either by 
threatenings or promifes, to preach a fermon in the church 
in favour of the revolution we had produced, and after- 
wards to receive the oath of fidelity, from all my com- 
panions towards me, upon the gofpels at the altar, and 
that after all this ceremony he fhould carry away the 
miraculous image of St. Nicholas, in order that the 
liturgy might be duly performed on board. This pro- 
ceeding appeared to me to be ufeful, as by means of 
their religious fuperftition, I might have the greater power 
over the minds of fuch as were governed by the prejudices 
of their faith. I paffed this day under a fever, and was 
informed in the evening, that every thing had been con- 
duéted in the beft poflible order. Towards midnight the 
fever returned, and I had only time to inftrué Mr. Panow 
of my intention to carry off Mifs Nilow, and to give him 

my reafons for fo doing. | 
May the 2d. During the three foregoing days I was de- 
lirious, in which time I was bled three times, and Mr. Panow 
did not think proper to interrupt me ; but at three in the 
afternoon Mr. Meder affirming that I was out of danger, he 
informed me that Mr. Cruftiew had taken poffeffion of the 
corvette, and that the inventories of the contents of the ma- 
gazines were made; the people being at prefent bufied in 
collecting provifions for our voyage. And laft of all he in- 
formed me, that Madame Nilow was gone, and that the in- 
{tant before her departure fhe came to fee me, and wept bit- 
terly, without fpeaking a word. I then afked what was 
become of her daughter, and he replied, that the evening 
before 
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Thefore the departure of her mother, he had caufed her to 
come out of the window without the leaft knowledge of 
her fifters, who, at their awaking, made a difturbance.. 
But that their mother having haftened their departure, 
fhewed great figns of refentment againft her daughter whe 
had efcaped ; by which means her other fifters were per- 
fuaded that the difappearance of their youngeft fifter was 
voluntary. He informed me, that fince their departure 
Mifs Aphanafia had not quitted my. bed-fide until this 
day, a Mr. Meder had affured her that I was out of 
danger, and perfuaded her to take fome reft. | 

In the evening, finding myfelf fomewhat better, I ad 
mitted the officers of my party and my affociates, to whom 
I expreffed my ftrong fenfe of their behaviour. This day 
I ordered rafts to be made, to carry our artillery and am- 
munition on board the veflel, and on this fame day like- 
wife eighteen volunteers offered themfelves to follow my 
fortunes, among whom was I{mailow, the nephew of the 
chancellor. This man had contrived fufferings for the 
fecretary of the chancery, Mr. Szudeikin, by charging 
him with all the mifchief he had himfelf intended doing 
to the company; and during the night, he infinuated 
himfelf fo well into the good opinion of my companions, 
- that he obtained not only his pardon from them, but 
likewife their affiftance to revenge himfelf on Szudeikin 
for feveral different proceedings. 

This rafcal conducted them to the houfe of Szudeikin, 
who certainly had madé no attempts to injure us, where 
they rola him out of bed, beat him feverely, and after 
pillaging his houfe, left him half dead. a 

On the 3d of May, after Ithad received an account 

Vou I. L | from 
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from Mr. Panow of the conduct of If{mailow, I-caufed 
him to be put in irons. On the fame day I had the ar- 
chives of the chancery packed up, to carry them with me. 
The great quantity of furs which my officers found in the 
magazines, made me perfectly eafy, as to the means of 
providing for the fubfiftence of all my companions on my 
arrival in Europe. I therefore began to enjoy fome calm- 
nefs, when at ten o’clock Mifs Aphanafia came to-me:. 
She at firft ufed every effort to conceal her forrow and 
tears, but they at laft overcame her attempts, and,: as-fhe 
was oppreffed by extreme grief, I had not much dificulty, 
in obtaining a knowledge of what affli@ed-her. The in- 
formation fhe had received gave me great uneafinefs at 
firft; but at laft fhe infpired me with that refpeét which a 
noble confidence produces in all the affairs of life. © This. 
amiable young lady puta letter into my hands, and 
fimply faid, Iknowall, forgive the firft emotions of grief; 
I am prepared, and you have no future weaknefs to fear. 
Surprized at the refolute tone. with.which fhe pronounced 
thefe wards, I opened the letter: it was written. by Ste- 
phanow,. who informed Mifs Aphanafia, that after having 
been deceived and betrayed by me, fhe owed the moft 
eminent vengeance to herfelf and. family ; to effect which 
he offered his fervices.. He informed her that I was 
married, and confequently incapable of placing her. in any 
eftimable rank of life. He. reprefented, that after this in— 
formation, as. fhe could never become my wife, fhe could. 
not without difhonour follow my party :. and: he finifhed 
his letter. by declaring, that he would.efface her fhame by, 
my blood, for which purpofe he waited only the re-efta~ 
blifhment of his health, in order to offer her his — | 

This. 
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_ This letter, at any other time, would have infpired me 
with pity for an unhappy man, who was rufhing haftily 
to his deftru@ion; but at that moment it affe@ed me 
ftrongly. For I had propofed to defer my confeflion 
until I could procure a proper match for the young lady. 
In this ftate of aftonifhment fhe roufed me out of my 
reverie, by faying, ‘* Liften my dear friend, do not af- 
“¢ fli@ yourfelf: your Aphanafia will not be unhappy. 
*¢ She loves you, and will always love you. She cannot 
* call herfelf your wife, but you may keep her as your 
*¢ child.” Immediately after which fhe faid,‘* Shall it not 
*« be fo, my dear papa.” This ingenuity and freedom of 
character, united to the heroic fentiments of fo amiable a 
perfon, went to my heart, and I could not avojd paying the 
tribute to fuch elevated fentiments, I begged her pardon 
for having concealed my fituation from her, and pleaded 
in my juftification, that I was actuated by a regard for my 
family, and connected with a company whofe members had 
expofed their lives to preferve mine; and, with a view to 
intereft her ftill more, and obtain her indulgence, I like- 
wife urged as an excufe, the fentiments that I entertained 
for her. My words, though very ill calculated for my 
juftification, were received with fuch intereft as fe~ 
cured my pardon, which fhe pronounced by declaring, 
that nothing in the world could deftroy her attachment 
for me. She added, that fhe would be contented to live 
in the country where I fhould fx my abode, and fhould 
enjoy perfect happinefs in feeing me, and calling me 
father. Her hopes, fhe faid, were to enjoy perfect repofe 
in the bofom of my family, as fhe was refolved to renounce 
marriage intirely ; and the anly promife fhe requefted of 
‘> + | Lia m¢ 
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me was, to confider her as my own daughter, and permit 
her to change her cloathing, with a view that, when 
cloathed as a man, fhe might be lefs embarraffing to 
me. | 
Mr. Panow interrupted our converfation. This faithful 
friend being informed of what had paffed, defared leave 
to go and deftroy his relation ; but foon after, hearing the 
refolution of Mifs Aphanafia, he threw himfelf at her feet,, 
to render homage to her courage. She at laft retired with 
that tranquility of mind which can only refult from a re- 
folution firmly taken. After her departure Mr. Panow 
informed me, that he had heard the day before, that Mifs 
Aphanafia had difcovered my marriage, though he had. 
not been able to difcover the name of the perfon who had. 
betrayed me. He begged me to permit him to abandon 
his relation to juftice, in order to deliver fociety from a 
monfter, who, by his intrigues and wickednefs, might here-. 
after lead the whole company to deftru€tion. It was not 
without great difficulty that Icould diffuade him from his 
intentions, but at laft I fucceeded. At this inftant. 
Mr. Baturin arrived, who mformed me he had been prefent 
at afcene with Mr. Stephanow, where Mifs Aphanafia 
having come in, made the bittereft reproaches for his want. 
ef attachment and, fidelity to me. She declared: that fhe 
defpifed: his charaéter and his. perfon; that fhe had never 
looked upon him in any other light than as a monfter of 
impiety. and ingratitude; that he was hafely niftaken to. 
think that the had ever wifhed. to become my. wife, as 
fhe knew my fituation from myfelf: and that her deter- 
mination to attach herfelf to.me was as a friend and’ 
daughter. She finifhed. her difcourfe by advifing Ste-. 
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phanow to enter into his own breaft, to difmifs every idea 
‘of love towards her, and alter his behaviour in future. 
Stephanow, irritated at this difcourfe, became furious, 
and took up one of the piftols which lay befide his bed ; 
but Baturin difarmed him, and caufed him to be imme- 
diately conducted into a feparate houfe, where he was at 
that time, guarded by two of the affociates. 

This day I diftributed among my affociates all the 
money of the imperial cheft, anda quantity of filk, fatitn, 
and taffaties. I likewife received a letter from Mr. Cruf- 
tiew, who prefied me to haften to the port, in order to 
reftrain the affociates, who had behaved improperly to 
the natives. 

May the 4th. This day a council was held to judge 
Mr. Stephanow, and fentence was pafled, that he fhould 
be excluded, in every refpect, from their meetings, and. 
from all command among the affociates, Juft before the 
breaking up of the committee, Mifs Aphanafia prefented. 
herfelf in the drefs, and with the arms of aman, and the 
company named her Achilles. Her figure in this drefs: 
was charming,, and fhe certainly had as much courage as. 
it is poflible for a woman to have. About noon.the rafts. 
being ready, I fent twenty-five of the affociates to the fea 
fide, with thirty-three hoftages. under their care,. the 
charge of whom was embarrafling tome in the town. F 
likewife fent one hundred and forty-fix fledges. by 
land, loaded with: forces, to be embarked on. board. the 
corvette. | — 

On the sth of May,. 1775, I ordesed. the prieft to: ce- 
lebrate folemn divine fervice, and at the reading of the 
gofpel I caufed all the aflaciates who: were. prefent to enter 
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into an oath of fidelity towards me. At: the end of thit 
fervice I gave an entertainment at the fort, at which feveral 
of the inhabitants were prefent. At half paft feven o’clock 
I gave orders for our departure on the 6th of May. 7 
-. On the 6th, after having nominated perfons to the ad- 
miniftration, and caufed the inhabitants to make oath that 
they would do nothing without the confent of me or my 
companions, during the whole time we fhould continue 
at Kamchatka, I effected my departure, and the bufinefs 
was tranfacted to the great contentment of both parties, 
though from different caufes. At eleven o'clock in the 
evening, I arrived at Tfekawka, where I was received 
with enthufiafm by my companions and by Mr. Cfurin, 
commander of the corvette, who affured me that the 
veffel would be ready to fail on the 11th of May. 

On the 7th, after vifiting the works, I was fatisfied with 
the afliduity of my companions. My fatisfaction was ftill 
greater to fee one hundred and eighty Coffacks at work, 
whom they had forced to afift them. This day Mr. Cruf- 
tiew warned me that the Kamchadal tajon of Kawka 
had entered into an oath with a lieutenant of the gar- 
tifon, who had efcaped, and had promifed to affaffinate 
me, at the fame time that he informed me that the tajon 
was come, and requefted permiffion to {peak to me. I 
gave immediate orders to feize him, and bring him before 
me, where he denied the accufation, though he admitted 
that the lieutenant had made the propofal to him. A 
piftol found on this emifflary aggravated his cafe, and con- 
vinced me of the propriety of adminiftering to him fifty 
ftrokes of a bludgeon. He had fcarcely received twelve 
before he.confefled his erime, and declared that the lieu- 
bra = | | tenant 
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tenant was then with the tajon of a neighbouring village, 
together with Mr. Gurgiew, brother in law to Mr.Cruf- 
tiew, who was ftrongly : attached to the late government. | 
Upon this depofition, I fent Mr. Kuzneczow, with fix af- 
{ociates, to feize the criminals, whom they brought back 
at five o'clock. Their fentence, and its execution,, was. 
deferred till the following day. On this day I received a 
requeft from more than thirty women. and girls, who. 
were defirous of following the fortune of their friends, but 
as it was impoflible for us to take fo large a number of 
people on board, three only were accepted, and the others 
were refufed, with the premife, that on our arrival at the 
firft ifland, we would fend the veffel for them. , 

On the 8th in the morning, the company condemned 
Mr. Gurgiew the exile, and Mr. Valnoy the lieutenant, 
to receive fifty ftrokes of the knowt,. and the tajon double 
the number. This was inftantly executed, and Mefirs. 
Gurgiew and Valnoy were fent to the town to be cured,, 
_ On this day fourteen: exiles arrived from. different places; 
and begged me to receive them into our.-fociety, which 
was.agreed to. At fix o’clock the veffel, having undergone: 
a complete repair, was. rigged, and twenty-two. bears.were. 
this day falted as part of. our fea ftock. . 

On the gth and roth the company were bufied in load- 
ing the veffel. On. the rith, all being ready for depar-. 
ture, I delivered: the hoftages, and fent them back to 
the towr,. except Mr. Szudeikin, fecretary of the chan- 
cery,, whom the company: forced to embark,. to- ferve- 
them, in. quality. of cook, fer which they gave us. as a: 
reafon, that it was neceflary he fhould do penance for- 
the mifchiefs he had accafioned to the fociety — 

: shatka,. 
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chatka. Onmyarrival on board, I hoifted the colours of 
the confederation of Poland, which ceremony was attended 
with the difcharge of twenty guns. 


CHAP. XXX. 


A SHORT EXTRACT OF VOYAGES MADE TO THE EASTWARD OF KAM.- 
CHATKA. | 


AS a fupplement to this volume, I fhall give a fhort 
extract of the different voyages undertaken to the 
eaftward of Kamchatka, the manufcripts of which I found 
in the chancery. 

In the year 1728, captain Beering, in company with 
captain T{chirikow, made an expedition to difcover the 
continent of America; but they went no further than cape 
Naninfkoy, which the Ruffians fuppofed to be cape 
Tichukotkoy. ‘This firft expedition not having anfwered 
the intentions of the court of Ruffia, Mr. Kreniczin made 
another in the year 1729, whieh was not attended with 
any greater advantage. The third expedition, undertaken 
by thefe two captains in the year 1741, was more fuc- 
cefsful. They vifited the coaft of America, and fome 
iflands. Captain Beering, on his return, was fhip- 
wrecked on an ifland near Kamchatka, on which he died, 
and the crew, in honour of their captain, named the ifland 
after him, Captain Tichirikow received his crew on 

board, 
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‘board, and returned to Kamchatka in the year 1742. 
His relation fatisfied the minds of the Ruffians, and ef- 
pecially the traders, who haftened to fit out veffels in 
queift of the riches of thefe new iflands. 

The fecond expedition was that of two affociates, 
Buffo and Srebernikow, who went no further than Bee- 
ring’s and the copper ifland. This voyage was undertaken 
the 22d of May, 1745, and they returned in 1746. 

The third expedition was that of Nevod{chikow, like- 
wife, in the year 1745, in the galliot Eudochia, in 
which he failed to the Aleuthes iflands, neareft to Kam- 
chatka. The great number of beavers he took afforded 
him a fufficient booty, and induced him to return, after 
having left traces of unexampled cruelty behind him. 
‘He carried off with him feveral young people of the natives; 
but no more than one lived to arrive at Kamchatka. | 

The fourth was performed in the year 174.7 by two vef- 
fels, fitted out by and belonging to Mr. Cholodilow, a 
merchant. One of thefe veffels anchored at Beering’s ifle, 
and after hunting on this ifland, returned to Kamchatka. 
Her companion direéted her courfe towards the eaft, and, 
after vifiting feveral iflands, brought back a very rich 
cargo of beavers and foxes: fkins. oo 
_ The fifth was performed in the year 1750 by a com- 
pany under an exclufive privilege. No great progrefs 
was made in this expedition; for the firft iflands having 
fuficed to load the four fhips, they returned to Kam- 
cchatka, a 7 

The fixth expedition was that of Nikiphor Trapef- 
nikow, in the year 1750. The government fent on board 
his veffel a military officer, with twenty-five Coffacks 5 
—. Vox, I, Mm © | they 
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they vifited fverdl df the Aleathes ifldnds, and on thefr 
return they faHely repotted that they had fobjefed thefe 
iflands to the power of Ruffia. For in the. yeat 1442 the 
governor of Kamchatka, having fent a fotthik with {ome 
Coffacks; to receive the tribute, they were ‘all cut. off. 
The return of Trapefnikow greatly increaféd the rage for 
fitting out veffels, his fingle veffel having brought back 
a cargo worth one hundred and forty-two thoufand 

The feventh voyage was undertaken by the farhe Tra- 
‘pefnikow, in the year 1754, on board the brigantine 
St. Nicholas. This voyage produced the difcovery of the 
ifland Atak. | ee 

The ighth was made by Srebernikow, who firft dif- 
covered the lands of Foxes. He went as far as 29 deg. 
of longitude from Boltha. a a 

The ninth was undertaken by Tolfty in the year 1756,. 
who proceeded as far as Ulanaxa,. and returned with a 
cargo valued at two hundred thoufand roubles. — | 

The tenth enterprize was made by Stadeneczow, in the 
year 1757, who ran aground on the ifland of Urumufir, 
where moft of the people on board were cut off. 

The eleventh was undertaken by Trapefnikow, who de- 
parted from Kamchatka in the year 1758,. and after having 
vifited feveral iflands, came at laft to Urumufir, where he 
was repeatedly attacked by the natives, who flew twenty- 
‘fx of his people. | 

The twelfth was undertaken. by Bofcarew in the year. 
1760, who went as far as the ifland Alaxa,. which is very 
near the continent of America. Moft of his crew were cut 


‘off by the natives. of that place. 


“The 
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The thirteenth expedition was made in the year 1762, 
at the expence of an aflociatign, who Sted gut and armed 
Give veltels, with the intention of examining the commerce, 
hyating, and fifhery of the Aleuthes iflands, where they. 
were to form a colony; but the ignorance of the com; 
manders of thefe veflels caufed the Jofs of four, and the 
fifth returned, adter three years abfence. The aie ae 
and robberies perpetrated by this armament. on the inha~ 
bitants are incredible. <= - 

The fourteenth was undertaken by jclonlon. in tie 
year 1764. ‘This veffel moored an the coat of the main 
land of America, which the commander miftaking for 
the ifland of Unalakfa, he had continual combats with the 
natives, and at laft, after a confiderable lofs, was com- 
pelled to retire to a {mall ifland, on whofe Sahableants he 
inhumanly revenged his lofs. Two thirds of his people 
died of the fcurvy before his return to Kamchatka. 

The fifteenth voyage was made by Oczederin, in the 
year 1765. This navigator confined his views to fifhing 
and the chace in the {mall iflands, and did not venture to 
approach the coaft of Unalakfa. 

The fixteenth expedition was made by captain Peter 
Kreniczin, who quitted Kamchatka in the year 1768, 
and inftead of endeavouring to carry. his difcoveries as far 
as the continent, he remained two whole years on a {mall 
ifland, from which he fent his armed failors, his canoes, 
and fhallop, to hunt and fifh, and to trade with the 
natives ; fo that government received no other benefit than 
that of paying out the charges of the expedition. Captain 
Kreniczin likewife derived no advantage from his voyage ; 
for he was drowned in the river of Kamchatka, by hh 

- M m 2 crew 
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ctew,' on his return, in the year: 1770. Mr, Levafchieff, 
therefore, was the only gainer, for he had: all the profit 
without receiving any blame, as he, in quality of fubor- 
dinate to Mr. Kreniezin, was not ‘tefponfible for the a 
haviour of his commander: 

The feventeenth expedition was that of the corvette 
St. Peter and St. Paul, in which I had the good fortune to 
quit Kamchatka on the 12th of May 1771, and arrived at 
Macao on the 22d of September in the fame year. * 


* Here ends the firft Volume, according to the divifion madé by the: 
Count, whofe fignature is affixed to the manuicript in this place, — 


CHAP. 
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MINUTES DRAWN UP, FOR THE PURPOSE OF FORMING A CHART, TO: 
GETHEBR WITH DETAILS RESPECTING SIBERIA AND THE SEA COAST 


OF KAMCHATKA; AND A DESCRIPTION OF THE. KURELLES: AND 
ALEUTHES ISLANDS. 


A With to profit by the leifare time I enjoyed, and to 

divert difagreeable reflections, led me to form this 
chart, and toadd fuch information as.I could obtain re- 
fpeGting the eaftern. parts of the northern continent,. in 
order that they might ferve for the inftrudion and afli{- 
tance of enterprizing navigaters. * 

A: deicription of the town of Jakutzk, the en 
town in Siberia, fituated in northern Tartary. This town 
lies + in the fixty-third degree of north latitude, at the dif- 
tance of one hundred and twenty-five french leagues from. 
Ochoczk, a town and port on the eaftern coaft of the fron- 
tier. Jakutzk ; is fubjeét to the government of Irkuczk,, 
and is under the command of avoivode. In the year 1 i 

it was. reckoned that forty thoufand fouls were fubjed@ 
to the government of ‘this town, including the whole 
nation of the Jakutt Tartars, a wandering people, who 
occupy the immenfe defarts which form this province. 
The town is. inhabited 7—* exiles. and.Coffacks, who are 


alwaye 


* The chart here mentioned has not'come to the hands ofthe editor : it is. 
therefore fu pofed 1 that the Count took. it with him in his laftexpedition, where, 
in all probabality, it was loft. . 

+ In lat. 62 deg. 1 min. 50 fec. N. and long. 147 dég. E. fiom Ferro: Both: 
determined by obfervation. See Coxe’s. Ruffian Difcoveries, page 387.. 
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always armed in readinefs to keep the Jakutt chiefs in as 
pendence. On the banks of the river Lena ftands a fortrefs 
built in wood; the garrifon of which confifts of one 
hundred and fifty foldiers. Several rich merchants are 
{ettled in this town, who carry on the fur trade. All the 
caravans that pafs from Ruffia to Ochoczk or Kamchatka 
are obliged to winter in this town, on account of the great 
quantity of {now and the exceflive cold, which prevents 
them from going forward during the whole winter, which 
lafts full eight months. 

In the year 1770, a confiderable quantity of cannon, 
anchors, cables, and other marine ftores, arrived in this 
town deftined for the port of Ochoczk, where it was in- 
tended to eftablifh a more confiderable fie force; but the 
impoflibility of drawing thefe heavy articles by dogs, 
obliged government to give up the project. I found one 
hundred and twenty-five a exiled in this province, 
who, fince the reign of the prefent Emprefs, have been 
banifhed into this barbarous country. The communica- 
tion between this town and Ochoczk is kept up by the 
Jakutts, who are obliged annually, in the month of 
June, to provide fix thoufand horfes. ‘The caravan em- 
ploys three months on the road from here to Ochoczk, 
and the horfes pafs no further than Judoma; from whence 
dogs and fledges are made ufe of to carry their merchan- 
dize to Ochoczk. 

When Icame myfelf along this road, on which I was 
detained ninety-five days, I faw no more than eighty 
horfes, with which we were fupplied, and all thefe, ex- 
cept feventeen, died .on the road. It is impoflible for go- 
yernment to remedy this inconvenience, which, in 

| | cefs 
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cefsiof timé, muff cut ‘off all communication by land with 
Ochoczk. The profped of this event has engaged. the 
Ruffian government to make preparations for fecuring the 
navigation of the river Amour, which falls into the fea ta 
the fouthward of the ifland Sachalin, and runs — the: 
fouthern parts. of Siberia. 

The town of Uda is fituated on the banks of ariver of 
the fame name in 55 deg. 24 min. N. lat. and 341 deg. 
go min. long. from Kamchatka. This {mall town is in 
habited by one hundred families of exiles, who have 
thrown off their fubjection to the Ruffian government, 
and eftablifhed regulations among themfelves. The in- 
habitants of this town have opened a trade with Korea, 
and can live without the affiftance of Ruffia. Inftead of 
oxen and cows, this new colony maintains a flock of elks, 
the flefh of which is good; the females afford a confi- 
derable quantity of milk, which they make into butter and 
cheefe. I have eater of both at Jakutzk. This province 
affords the moft beautiful fables, and rivals the commerce: 
ef Ruffia, to the no {mall prejudice of the latter: 

In the year 1770, the government of Ochoczk de- 
tached a ferjeant, named Lohner, with twenty-four fol~ 
diers and eighty Coffacks, to reduce the town: of Uda ; 
but this troop, inftead of executing the orders intrufted 
to them, deferted, and fixed their abode in Korea.. 

The river Uda would be navigable, if its entrance were 
not ftopped by quickfands. From Uda to Ochoczk the 
coaft runs N. E. and may be failed along with fafety every: 
where, at the diftance of three leagues ; tlie depth of 
water being from fourteen to fifteen fathoms. The whole: 


extent of this coaft is inhabited by the Tungufi, who: fub- 
ahi 
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Gift on their flocks of elks, and the whales, which 
fometimes get aground. It has been obferved that the 
eurrent fets from N. to S. on this coaft the whole year 
round, and the tide rifes fix feet four inches. — 

The port of Ochoczk * in the lat. of 59 deg. 19 min. 
N. and 348 deg. 10 min. long. from the meridian of 
Kamchatka, is formed by a river of the fame name. 
The entrance of this harbour is due north. The town 
is built on the banks of the river, and a pretended fortrefs 
commands the harbour. The exiles are employed in fea 
affairs, and there is no year which is not fignalized by fome 
revolt. This difpofition which is maintained by defpair, 
will opem the entrance of Siberia to the farft comer, and I 
can confidently afirm, that the arrival of the farft foreign 
veffel will produce a revolution in Siberia: for from 
Ochoczk to Tobolczk there are at leaft one hundred and 
fixty thoufand exiles, or their defcendants, all bearing 
arms. The different hords of Tartars would join the 
common caufe to overthrow the Ruffian dominion. This 
event cannot be far diftant, and Ruffia will find herfelf, by 
a ftroke of this nature, deprived of all that fupport which 
alone enables her to play a principal part in Europe, by 
virtue of the confiderable augmentation of her revenue. 

Several veffels are difpatched yearly from this port: one 
to Idziga; one to Tigil; three to Kamchatka, and eight 
or tento the Aleuthes iflands. The cargoes of thefe veffels 
confift in tobacco, a fmall quantity of flour, brandy, 
gunpowder, and fome toys. On their return they bring 
back the fkins of fables, martins, beavers, foxes, rofto- 

| | : maks, 


* Liesin $g-deg, 22 min. N. lat. and 160 deg. 7 min. F. long. from Ferro, 
both by obfervation. See Coxe’s Ruffian Difcovertes, pape 387. 
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maks, bears, ermins, elks and copper, which they have 
for fome years paft brought from Beerings ifle. The 
Ruffians have hitherto carried on this trade without inter- 
ruption; but fince the defertion of feveral exiles, who 
have fixed their abode in the Aleuthes iflands, and en- 
tered into alliance with the favages, feveral veffels have 
been taken, and their crews cut off. Several others like- 
wife have furrendered their veffels, and have eftablifhed 
themfelves in thefe iflands, inftead of returning to Siberia. 
The fpirit of defertion being thus excited among the 
common people, veffels are no longer fitted out but with 
apprehenfion ; and the parties concerned petition go- 
vernment to put troops on board each vefiel, to keep 
their crews in fubje@ion. But who can a for the 
ideas of the foldiers : they likewife are men, and the love 
of liberty may have its influence on them as well as on 
others. 

Ruffia is indebted, for the peaceable poffeffion of this 
trade, only to the diftance and the fecrecy it preferves 
refpecting its advantages, and the indolence of the other 
{tates of Europe, which have not made fufficient enqui- 
ries into the fources of the power of this vaft monarchy. 
The immenfity and extent of its poffeflions appears in- 
credible to them, and prevents them from adopting the 
opinion, that, with the flighteft facrifice and exertions, 
its force may be overthrown, and deftroyed at plea- 
{ure. 

The province of Ochoczk is in all refpects the moft 
difagreeable {pot on the face of the carth; covered with per- 
petual {now and ice, it produces nplthes vegetable food, 
nor even pafture for caitie: all the fubfiftence which is 

Vou. I. Nn found 
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found there, confifts in fifh and rein deer. Thefe laft 


‘animals are fed with mofs, which grows on the rocks. 
In the province of Ochoczk grows cedar wood of pro- 
digious thicknefs and height, very proper for fhipping ; 
the coaft from Ochoczk to Taoui runs from E. to 
E. N. E; and at the diftance of three leagues off fhore 
The depth of water is from fourteen to fifteen fathom 
fandy ground. The current fets from north to the eaft- 
ward. | 
Taoui is a {mall town and fortrefs, built on the banks 
of a river of the fame name, in which refides a hettman 
of Cofflacks, with twenty exiled families, to keep the 
Coffacks in dependence. It is fituated in 60 deg. 15 
min. N. lat. and 353 deg. 50 min. long. from the me- 
-ridian of Kamchatka. The river of Taoui forms a harbour 
of {mall depth, and the communication between Taoui 
and Ochoczk by fea, is carried: on by the boats called 
Bajdara. 

Idziga is a town and fortrefs, built on the banks of the 
river of the fame name, in which refides a voivode with a 
garrifon of one hundred foldiers, three or four hundred 
Coffacks, and about two hundred families of exiles. 
This town reckons fix thoufand tributary Coflacks, who 
are continually at war with the people Cfuckf. It is 
fituated inthe 63d degree of north latitude, and 4 deg. 
20 min. E. long. from Boltha. | | 

Cape Penfina lies in 62 deg. 28 min. N. lat. and 4 deg. 
28 min. long. from Bolfha.. This cape divides the gulph 
of Penfina into two arms; the northernmoft receives the 
river of Penfina, on the banks of which ftands the town 
and fortrefs of Anadir. 
The 
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The river Penfina is fituated in 63 deg. 30 min. N. lat. 
and 8 deg. 15 min. long. from Bolfha. The entrance of 
the river is hardly practicable, on account of the funken 
rocks and ice which continually float in it. 

The town and fortrefs of Tigille is fituated on the banks 
of the river of the fame name, which forms a very beau- 
tiful harbour, though fhallow, in which {mall veffels 
only can enter. The entrance of this harbour lies in 58 
deg. 42 min. N. lat. and 2 deg. 50 min. long. from 
Bolfha. The town is commanded by a voivode, and 
the garrifon compofed of eighty foldiers, one hundred 
Coffacks, and two hundred exiles. The Cfuckfi often 
infult the outer gates, and kill travellers. The limits of 
the province of Kamchatka are eftablifhed at two verftes, 
to the fouthward of this town. I fhall proceed to give a 
more ample account of this province. 
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CH A P. XXXII 


A DESCRIPTION OF KAMCHATKA. 


J Amchatka is a confiderable peninfula, extending to 
58 deg. 41 min. N. lat. and terminated to the fouth- 
ward by a cape fituated in 51 deg. 15 min. N. lat. Its 
form on the-map refembles a dog’s tongue. Many rivers 
abounding with fifh run through this peninfula, but none 
of them are navigable, excepting the river of Kamchatka 
and the river of Bolfha. The river of Kamchatka is 
named Santal by the natives. It falls into the fea = the 
eaftern coaft of the peninfula in 56 deg. 15 min. N, lat. 

and its courfe before it falls into the fea is from = to S. 
On the banks of this river is built a town called Nifney 
Oftrogg, commanded by a lieutenant immediately depen- 
dant on the governor of Kamcnatka, who refides in the 
town of Bolfha, the capital of the province. 

The town of Nifney Oftrogg is compofed of three hun- 
dred houfes, inhabited by a mixture of Cofflacks and. 
exiles, with a {mall proportion of natives: the town has 
two churches where divine fervice is performed by a pro- 
topope and fix other priefts. The diftricdt fubjected to 
this town contains about three thoufand Kamchadales, 
who are conftantly employed in the chace and fithing. 

The fecond town of this peniniula is Bolfhoreczkoy. 
Oftrogg, which, as I have obferved, is the capital. It is 
compofed of five hundred houfes repularly built, which 


form one fingle ftrect inhabited. by Coffacks. It is fitu- 
ated 
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ated in 53 deg. 40 min. N. lat. and takes its name from. 
the river on whofe banks it ftands.. For. the name Bolfho- 
retzkoy denotes a great river, and Bolfhoretzkoy Oftrogg. 
is as much as to fay the town of a great river. 

To the fouthward of the town, within cannon-fhot, is 
built a fértrefs, tolerably regular, having a ditch, five 
baftions, and twenty battering cannon. In this fortrefs 
the governor refides,, with a garrifon of two hundred and 
eighty foldiers under his command. At a {mall diftance 
from the fortrefs ftands the metropolitan church, which 
is a wooden edifice, at a diftance from all other build- 
ings. The place of the exiles is to the Weft of the 
town, near a wood, at the diftance of half a league. 
It was in the vicinity of this town that my place of exile 
was appointed, and in which, by the fpecial grace of 
her Majefty the reigning emprefs and autocratrix of al] 
the Ruflias, a fufficient fpace of ground was to be af— 
figned for the burial of my body. Happily, however, the 
order of predeftination did not agree with the orders of 
this fovereign power. For, after my arrival in a ftate of 
flavery at the end of the year 1770, I found myfelf maf- 
ter of the entire province, the town and fortrefs, in April,. 
1771. 

The town'of Bolfha is five leagues diftant to the erft- 
ward of the fea coaft, and from the mouth of the river. 
Ina ftrait direction from Bolfhs, on the eaftern coaft of 
the peninfula, is fituated, the harbour of St. Peter and. 
St. Paul, which has fufficient depth of water to receive: 
the largeft veflels, though its entrance is difficult. 

This port is perfectly well adapted for building fhip-. 
ping; but, as there is no wood proper for that purpofe 

to: 
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to be found throughout all Kamehatka, it is reafonable to 
think that Ruffia will derive no advantage from this cir- 
cumftance. To the northward of the peninfula is a vol- 
cano, which was jn the ftrongeft ftate of irruption during 
my ftay. I vifited it, and, as I have already mentioned, 
narrowly efcaped becoming the victim of my curiofity. 
The ground of this peninfula exhibits one fingle tra& 
of {now, interfperfed with mountains, many of which 
throw oyt burning matter, and from which a number of 
mineral fprings iffue forth. No vegetable has thriven in 
this ungrateful climate; for every experiment hitherto made 
has tended to corroborate this affertion. The greateft 
advantage which Ruffia might derive from Kamchatka, 
befides its furrs, would be to eftablifh {melting works 
for iron and copper. Unfortunately, however, the cru- 
elty with which the Ruffians have treated the natives 
has diminifhed the number. For, at the arrival of the 
Ruflians, their number was reckoned at feventy thoufand, 
and during my ftay it fcarcely amounted to eleven thou- 
fand, a number which muft in future be ftill more dimi- 
nifhed by the oppreffion they fuffer. They are forced 
to contribute annually a number of flaves for the fervice 
of the foldiers and Coffacks, and are befides compelled 
to the fea fervice, From the moft authentic examination 
Yam affured that the population of the whole peninfula, 
in the year 1771, confifted of 
364. Soldiers. 
29 Land officers. 
422 Ruffian hunters. 
1500 Coflacks and their officers. 
26 Civil officers. | 
82 Ruflian 


COUNT bt BENYOWSKY. 279 


82 Ruffian merchants. 

700 Defcendants of liberated exiles. 
1600 Exiles of different conditions... 
8000 Male Kamchadales. 

z0r3000 Female Kamchadiales.. 
40 Ruffian women.. | 
200 Women,. defeendants of the exiles. 


15963 Total 


CHAP. XXXITL 


REMARKS ON THE COAST OF KAMCHATKA. 


I. Os the eaftern coaft the depth of water is un- 
| fathomable, and a conftant. current fets from 
north to fouth. 

2. On the weftern coaft the depth: of water’is regular, 
being ten fathoms at the diftance of one league from fhore, 
twenty at the diftance of two leagues, and fo proceeding to 
ene hundred fathom, beyond which diftance no foundings 
have been taken. ‘The current is from north to fouth. 

The communication inland is continually kept up by 
fledges drawn by dogs: but the travellers are often bu- 
ried in whirlwinds of fnow. The coafting trade is carried 
on by Bajdou, which are the boats of the. country made 
of planks fewn together: with whalebone... The nortlr eaft 
coaft of Kamchatka is inhabited by two nations, Coflacks 
and Cfuckfies, enemies of the Ruflians.. 7 

T 
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The different capes of this continent are — 
Cape Iilim, fituated in 58 deg. 36 min. -N, lat. and 
5 deg. 45 min. long. from Bolfha. 

Cape Olata, 59 deg. 30 min. N. lat. and It deg. o min. 
long. from Bolfha. 

Cape Suatoi 62 deg. N. lat. and 22 deg. g min. long. 
from Bolfha, 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE ALEUTHES ISLANDS DISCOVERED TO THE 
| EASTWARD OF KAMCHATKA. 


S all thefe iflands which lie fsthise north than 6e 
deg. N. lat. are uninhabited, I fhall wave the de- 
bagi of them, and only infert them in my chart, 
though the Ruffians pretend that the Cfukefies often 
and on thefe iflands in their paflage from one continent to 
the other, This aflertion appears to me to be fo much 
the better founded, as having myfelf feen both the capes 
at onc time, I have no doubt but that thefe emigrations 
are continually made. The cape * of the weftern coaft of 
fimerica, lies in 63 deg. 15 min. N. lat. and 26 deg. long. 
from Bolfha. To the north-eaft of this cape. lie two 
iflands, which it is afarmed were formerly inhabited, but 
as they were found without inhabitants in the laft expe- 
dition of captain Levafcheff in the year 1768, I fhall pafs 
them 


* This mutt have been Clerke’s ifland, fee C ooke’ s laft voyage, vol. i. 
Auvugult 1, 1779. 
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them without further notice, and proceed to more inte- 
refting details, a -_ 

1. The ifland of Barou is fituated in 59 deg. N Jat. and 
23-deg. 13 min. long. from Bolfha. No wood grows on 
this ifland, but it abounds with beavers and fea wolves. 

2. Ala Gifcha Homin, a cape of the continent of Ame- 
rica, is fituated in 58 deg. N. lat. and 25 deg. 33 min. 
long. from Bolfha. The coaft from this cape runs to the 
north-weft as far as 59 deg. 45 min. N. lat. The bottom 
is very irregular, and ful! of fand-banks and rocks. 

3. The ifland of Kadick, fituated in 54 deg. 30 min. 
N. lat. and 33 deg. 16 min. long. from Bolfha, is very well 
peopled, and abounds with beavers and foxes; it is full 
of fulphur, and the inhabitants have wrought iron, which 
they receive in exchange from the continent. * This 
ifland is but moderately wooded, and has a river, the en- 
trance of which lies from north to fouth, and its depth 
between eight and ten feet. During the fummer, a large 
quantity of wild geefe and ducks come to this ifland, of 
which the inhabitants colle& great ftore. Their navi- 
gation is performed in canoes made of fkin. Nine other 
iflands, all inhabited, are reckoned in the neighbourhood 
of the ifland Kadick, from which they lie to fouthward, 
and fouth-fouth-weft. Thefe iflands are frequented by 
the armed veflels of the hunters from Ochoczk and Boltha : 
but the account received by a veffel which returned from 
thence in 1769, and brought home feveral arrows with 
heads of filver, is entirely falfe, as it has been fince aif- 
Vou. I. Oo covered 
* La Grande Terre, America, I fuppofe, the natives of which may receive 


it by the progrefs of exchange from Hudfon’s Bay, and other parts of the 
eaftern fides of that continent. ‘I. 
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covered, that the commander of that expedition caufed 
thefe filver heads to be made himfelf, with the view: of 
obtaining: a recompence from government. The truth is 
that thefe iflands abound. with foxes and beavers, and that 
in the year 1770, on the 28th of Odtober, a veffel re- 
turned, which had been fitted out by Arfenic Kuzneczow 
with nine thoufand beaver fkins, and three thoufand foxes 
fkins. It muft be obferved that the beavers of thefe 
iflands are preferable to thofe of Canada, and that each of 
thefe beaver fkins fell in China at the price of eighty, 
one hundred, or one hundred and twenty roubles, and. 
for near twice that fum in Japan. 

4. The ifland of Foxes is fituate in 53 deg. 45 min N. 
lat. and 31 deg. 28 min. long. from Bolfha: it abounds in 
foxes, and is well peopled. The inhabitants know how 
to work in iron and copper. They obtain the iron from 
the Ruffians, and. the copper is the produce of their own 
country. This ifland has a very good harbour on the 
north-eaft fide; but the inhabitants, who have received 
amongit them many Ruffian deferters, have made prepa- 
rations for defending the landing. However, they are 
very willing to trade ; and the Ruflians-in this pacific 
way obtain, in return for brandy, glafs ware and iron, 
and an immenfe quantities of furs. | 

At a {mall diftance to the north-weft lic four other 
iflands, and three to the fouthward. Thefe laft are fteep 
too, and are compofed of a mafs of rocks. The channel 
among them is very dangerous; its direction is fouth- 
eaft and north-weft, but the fea is often fo agitated, and 
the furf is fo dangerous as to threaten the difmafting or 
overfetting of veffels which may venture through. ' 

| | 5. The 
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5. The ifland Armfchud, fituated in 53 deg. o min. 
north latitude, and 29 deg. 14 min. longitude from Bolfha, 
is likewife well peopled, and contains a regular town 
governed by a tajon or chief. In the year 1768 the 
crew of an armed veffel of hunters having found a large 
quantity of marcafite and copper ore on this ifland, took 
thofe minerals for gold, and fixed their abode there, to 
amafs a quantity of riches. Some mifunderftanding 
occaftoned a war between them and the natives, the event 
of which was unfortunate for the Ruflians. Since that 
time Mr. Ochotyn, an exile, who deferted from Kam- 
chatka, fixed his abode in this ifland, and made himfelf 
their chief by having contracted alliances with the natives 
of the country. 

6. The ifland of Urumufir is fituated in 52 deg. 
35 min. North latitude, and 28 deg. 15 min. longitude 
from Bolfha: It is very populous, and governed by feveral 
tajons, who are all fubject to a chief, whom I {hall have 
more particular occafion to mention in my journal. 
Two other iflands lie north-eaft of this ifland, and three 
others to the north-north-weft. 

7. The iflands of Beavers are three iflands called by 
the Ruffians Jaflacznie-oftrova, or tributary iflands. The 
largeft lies in 58 deg. o min. north latitude, and 26 deg. 
45 min. longitude, from Bolfha. This ifland has two 
good harbours ; the firft on the eaftern coaft, the entrance 
of which is fouth-eaft; the fecond the weftern coatt, 
and its entrance north-north-weft. The inhabitants have 
been numbered at fix hundred, who pay one thoufand 
beaver fkins as a tribute to the Ruffians. 

Oo 2 8. The 
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. 8. The ifle of Cows is in 51 deg. 3.5 min. north lati- 
tude, and 24 deg 45 min. longitude from Bolfha. 
This ifland was thus named from the great quantity of 
fea-cows which are here found. The flefh of this animal 
ferves for provifions to all the veffels of the hunters. 
Their teeth are of great value in the commerce with 
China. There are many bays on the coafts of this ifland, 
but the water is fhallow, and wood is fearce. Befides 
thefe iflands there are likewife a great number of others 
whofe fituation cannot be determined, and are befides of 
little confequence, for which reafon I fhall only mention 
further, 

g. Beering’s Ifland, fituated in 55 deg. 45 min. north. 
latitude, and 8 deg. 30 min. longitude, from Bolfha. 
This ifland bears the name of the captain who firft 
landed upon. it, and ended his life here. 

10. The copper ifland fituated in 54 deg. 45 min. N. 
lat. and g deg 50 min. long. from Bolfha. This ifland is 
fo denominated from the abundance of this * metal, which 
the veffels take in as ballaft, and unload it at Ochoczk, 
where I have feen large quantities heaped together from 
which no advantage is derived. Having verified the fitu- 
ation of fome of thefe iflands myfelf, and. being affured of 
their fituation by different journals; I have fet down no- 
thing by guefs; but the following difcovery has atlas 
remained unknown. 

_ Acaptain of a veffel named. Cufma Koroftilow, se made 
a voyage and returned to Kamchatka, being attacked 
with the {curvy, begged me to make a chart from his 
journal, which he put into my hands, and concerning the 

| , truth 
* Moftly in a metallic or malleable ftate. Coxe, page 206. 
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truth of which I fatisfied myfelf by enquiries of feveral 


perfons who went the voyage with him. 

FI. The ifland of Cufma in 48 deg. 45 min. N. lat.. 
and 23 deg. long. from Bolfha, is very well peopled and 
wooded; the inhabitants are cloathed in the Chinefe man- 
ner, with cloth made of a plant refembling hemp. On 
the eaftern fide of this ifland is a mountain, from: which 
Cufma and. others of his people faw land at the diftance 
of eight or nine leagues to the eaftward. 

12. Ue :iland of Pearls, in 47 deg. 32 min. N. lat. 
and 24 deg. i8 min. long. from Bolfha, is likewife well 
peopled, and the inhabitants live together in fociety. 
They are armed with iron inftruments and bows. As 
feveral large failing veffels were {een on the coaft, it may 
be prefumed, that there is a communication between this 
ifland and that of Cufma. Befides thefe two iflands, the 
journal of Cufma mentions the difcovery of a great: 
country, compofed of feveral iflands, which, according. 
to his eftimate, lie under the 44th deg. of north latitude, 
He moored at one of thefe iflands, which he irhagined to: 
be about fifty leagues round. His account induced me to. 
feek for thefe iflands, and I aétually found them in the 
parallel of 46 deg. 12 min. N. lat. and ro deg. 8 min. 
long. from Bolfha. Circumftances unfortunately pre- 
vented me from purfuing the difcovery, fo that I can do. 
no more than with better fuccefs to future navigators. 


€& HAP: 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 
A DESCRIPTION OF THE KURELLES ISLANDS: 


Bosses iflands are twenty-eight in number: their fi- 
tuation is between 51 deg. 30 min. and 45 deg. N 
lat. The three moft northerly depend on Kamchatka; 
but all the others are independent. 

The prefent is the ee exact and moft silittion de- 
{cription of thefe iflands; for I have written nothing but 
what is real. The relation of captain Spanberg, and fe- 
veral others, which I found in the archives of Kamchatka, 
fuch as that of the Sieur Walton, lieutenant of a vefiel, 
captain Irtifchew, captain Chmitewfkoi, lieutenant Sind. 
But the manududction of the Sieur Cforni, who frequented 
thefe iflands for twenty-five years paft, and carried on an 
exclufive commerce, has afforded me every necefiary in- 
— 53 | 

. Amphigonon or Alayd, in lat. 51 deg. 30 min. N. 
vd 359 deg. 30 min. long. from Bolfha, is: nothing 
but a rocky mountain furrounded with very dangerous 
reefs. 

2. Sumefu, in 51 deg. 3 min. N. lat. and 30 min. long. 
from Bolfha. This ifland is likewife rocky: it has an 
harbour on its north fide, in which {mall veffels may 
winter. Some beavers, and a quantity of the fifh called 
Kofattka, are found here. Here is plenty of water, and 
in winter, the melting of the fnow forms feveral rivulets. 

From 


¢ This paragraph is tranflated verbatim. 
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From the fouthern point of land we fee the third: 
ifland. : 

3- Poromufir, in 50 deg. 52 min. N. lat. and 15 min. 
long. from Bolfha: it is inacceffible on account of the 
rocks and funken reefs which furrounded it: no wood. 
grows here ; the natives land in.thcir boats of fkin. _ 

4. Cirinky, in N. lat. 50 deg. 7 min. and-10. min. long. 
from Bolfha. Qn the weftern coaft.of this ifland is a very 
{pacious and commodious harbour, in which veffels may 
anchor at.all feafons. This ifland is very thinly inhabited. 
Cedar and birch grow here,. and there is no want of fifh, 
beavers, and efpecially fea-wolves:. feveral frefh {prings 
are found in the fouthern part of this ifland. 

5. Launath, in lat. 49 deg. 43 min. N. and long. 359 
deg. 52 min. from Bolfha. This ifland runs from N. to: 
S. being five leagues long and three broad.. It.is only oc- 
cafionally inhabited by the Kurelles, who come from the 
more foutherly iflands for the purpofe of catching beavers. 
Wood grows on this ifland, but it affords no water, and 
has no harbour. 

6. ‘frinity in. 49. deg. 30 min. N. lat. and 359 deg. 
21 min. long. from Bolfha, is merely a heap of:rocks. 

7. Galanth, in 49 deg. 26 min N. lat. and 23 min. 
long. from Bolfha.. On the weft fide of this ifland-is a 
very good harbour. It is well wooded, but water. is 
{carce;. there are abundance of beavers on this ifland, but 
it is not inhabited. 

8. Collofle, in 49 deg. g min. N. lat. and 359 deg. 
33 min. long. from Bolfha, is nothing more than a heap 
of rocks and fand-banks. | 

g.. Rouge 


288 MEMOIRS ann TRAVELS 


g. Rouge is a rock in 49 deg. 7 min. N. lat. and 29 
min. long. from Bolfha. 

ro. Sommeil in 48 deg. 50 min. N. lat. and 359 deg. 
long. from Bolfha; it is well wooded and produces a 
quantity of poppies, the feed of which being imprudently 
eaten by three perfons, whom Cforni had fent a hunting, 
threw them into’ a fleep, which terminated in death. 

11. Volcan, in 48 deg. 40 min. N lat. and 50 min. 
long. from Bolitha. ‘The volcano was extinguifhed in the 
year 1767, after a great earthquake. The principal en- 
virons of the mountain are covered with pumice itones, 
together with large lumps of fulphur, and a quantity of 
very heavy metal, which has undergone fufion. This 
ifland is known by its black appearance. — 

12. Courbe, in 47 deg. 49 min. N. lat. and 37 min. 
long. from Bolfha, is nothing more than a heap of 
rocks. 

13: Exile, in lat. 48 deg. 40 min. N. and long. 1 deg. 
4 min. from Bolfha. In the year 1757 the Kamchadales 
found on this ifland five Kurelles, driven out of their own 
country, which caufed them to give this name to the 
ifland. It has few inhabitants, and is little better than a 
mafs of rocks. . 

14. L’Agneau, in 48 deg. 27 min. N. lat. and 359 deg. 
17 min. long. from Bolfha, is very thinly peopled, but 
well wooded. The inhabitants of this ifland are very 
well acquainted with trade, and are always provided 
with the produce and manufactures of Japan, fuch as 
cloths, knives, &c. Thefe iflanders fometimes arrive at 
Kamchatka. On the fouth weft fide of the ifland there 
as a {mall harbour, 

14. Chien 
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14. Chien (Dog ifland) is fituated in 48 deg. 22 min. 
N. lat. and 359 deg. 43 min. long. from Bolfha. It has 
neither harbour nor frefh water. In the year 1768, Cforni 
took fix thoufand eight hundred fea-dogs in the fpace of 
four months, from which he gave it its name. | 

16. Vajvoda, in 47 deg. 30 min. N. lat. and 358 deg. 
30 min. long. from Bolfha. This ifland was fo called in 
honour of Vajvoda Demetri Nedozilow, who, in the year 
1762, fecretly fent a pilot with 12 foldiers to this 
ifland, with a view to colle& a large quantity of gold, 
which common report affirmed to abound in this place. 
But as no information had been received in the year 1769 
concerning the expedition, Ivan Cforni vifited it, and 
found no inhabitants. On the fouthern fhore he found 
a crofs with an infcription, from which he learned, that 
this detachment departed’ for the iflands Jedzo. This 
ifland has no port, and produces no gold, but it abounds 
with beavers and fea-cows. 

17. Ufigak, in 47 deg. 16 min. N. lat. and 1 deg. 13 
min. long. from Bolfha. On the fouth-weft fide of this 
ifland there is an excellent harbour, capable ofreceiving 
large vefiels. The ifland is wooded all over, and well 
peopled by the Kurelles, who have built a {mall town. 
Ivan Cforni carried on 4 very advantageous trade at this 
place, and affured me, that he had at different times 
bargained with them for at leaft eighteen pounds of gold 
duft, with many pieces of gold from Japan and Jedzo. 
He {hewed me thefe different kinds of gold. That of 
Jedzo differs from the Japanefe gold by its very 
pale colour. Cforni was of opinion that the Japancfe 

Vou. I. | Pp never 
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never come to this ifland, unlefs forced by ftrefs of 
weather. a , : ~ 2a | 

18. Bouc, in 47 deg. 20 min. N. lat. and 359 deg.. 
63 min. long. from Bolfha. This ifland was vifited in the 
year 1740 by the firit expedition. They found very fine 
pearls; but if there were no finer than thofeI have feen,. 
they are not worth going for. | 

1g. Chevre, in 46 deg. 50 min. N. lat. and 1 deg. 34. 
min. long. from Bolfha. This ifland has few inhabitants: 
and no harbour, neither does it poflefs any other advantage. 

_ 20. Marikan lies in 46. deg. 40 min. N. lat. and 359: 
deg. long. from Bolfha.. Its length is thirteen leagues. 
from N. to S. and its. breadth is fix. On the fouth-eaft 
coaft of this ifland is a very fine harbour. It is inhabited 
by bearded Kurelles, whom. the Ruflians call Machnati ;. 
An ore of red copper, containing a large proportion of 
gold, was found here in the year 1765. A.veffel belong- 
ing tothe company of a merchant,. named Lapin, brought. 
home more than one hundred quintals of this copper, but. 
it was confifcated, on pretence that the permiffion of the. 
governor extended no further than. to the commerce of 
furs, The inhabitants of this ifland live together in fo- 
ciety. They have cattle, hogs, poultry, &c. All thefe 
landers are cloathed in the Chinefe manner; their -fkin 
is of a bronze colour, and their food is rice and beef. 

_ 21. Bereza lies in 45 deg. 3. min. north latitude, and 
358 deg. 20 min. longitude from Bolfha. It is of a trian- 
gular form, and has an excellent harbour on its north fide. 
It is very thinly peopled, and its inhabitants employ them- 
{elves in the fifhery of beavers-and other fea animals, par- 
ticularly the whale, with the oil of which they carry on 

a 
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a very advantageous trade with the iflands of Jedzo, re- 
ceiving in return. gold, cloth,’ iron, and differnt utenfils. 
The inhabitants cultivate rice on this ifland. Six other 
iflands lie to the weft-north-weft of this, but they are 
merely rocks. _ 

22. Good Hope, in 45 deg. o min. north latitude, and 
356 deg. 30 min. longitude from Bolfha: Its length is 30 
leagues from north to fouth, and it has two fine harbours, 
one on the north-eaft, and the other on the fouth-weft fide. 
In the fouthern part of the ifland there are two towns 
regularly built. In the the year 1764 fome inhabitants 
of this ifland arrived at Kamchatka, to conclude a treaty 
with the Ruffians. The aéts of the chancery mention that 
thefe envoys prefented three {mall facks of leather or 
fkin (cuir) filled with gold, and a garment made of birds 
feathers. Thefe envoys were put on board the fhip 
Elizabeth, in order to go to Peterfburg ; but this fhip 
foundered. at fea. The ifland abounds in cattle, rice, 
and other vegetable productions. Ivan Cforni intended 
to have fixed his refidence in this ifland. He eftimated its 
population at 4000 males, capable of bearing arms, which 
are a kind of fabre, a lance and a bow. Several Ruffian 
deferters live amongft them, and are greatly efteemed. 
The climate is very temperate, and the air wholefome. 
At the diftance of two leagues to the weftward of this 
ifland the depth of water is thirty-three fathom. 

The foregoing is the true fituation of the Kurelles 
iflands,.in which F do not comprehend the iflands of Jedzo, 
as the Ruflians ufually do. For thefe laft mentioned 
iflands are inhabited by a*civilized people, who have an 
eftablifhed government. I fhall therefore fpeak of them 
, | Pp 2 feparately, 
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feparately, and {hall thew that every thing which has 


been written concerning the pretended land or continent 
of Jedzo, company’s land, &c. ought to be underftood of 
thefe iflands of Jedzo.. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 
A DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLANDS OF JEDZO. 


pvey navigator, at a diftance from thefe iflands, 
would fuppofe them to be one continued tractof 
land. This circumftance has led the Hollanders into 
the greateft miftakes; and the miflionaries of China have 
given us fo many fabulous relations concerning them, 
that it is {carcely poflible to draw any conclufion. As my 
enquiries concerning then produced information grounded 
upon real difcoveries, I {hall proceed to. give a defcription 
of a 
» Kawith Jdzon, in 45 deg. § min. north latitude, 
ar 353 deg. o min. longitude from Bolfha. This 
ifland is very populous, and has three very excellent 
harbours on its fouthern fide. It is every where very 
well wooded, and in its fouthern part ftands the town of 
Matza, which is built of wood. In this town refides a 
chief, fubordinate to Kunafchir Jdzo, the fovereign of 
all the iflands, who refides in the ifland Kunafchiran. 
The town confifts of more than 2000 houfes, and is 
defended by feveral {mall forts, conftruéted of wood, and 
furrounded 
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furrounded by ditches... Silver and copper mines are 
wrought in this ifland, and here it is that the red pearls 
are fifhed, and are regularly, in the months of May and 
October, exchanged with. the Japanefe merchants, who 
arrive at thofe periods, for. cloth, and other ftuffs of filk, 
as well as for iron tools and arms. . 

The Japanefe were formerly at war with the inhabitants 
of Jdzon,. but,. fince the’ year.1762, peace feems to be 
well. eftablifhed between them. Thefe iflanders have 
large barks, in which. they fail to Korea, China, and 
Japan.. In the year 1758, a Ruffian: pilot, named 
Maftlow, who was fhipwrecked:on the Kurelles iflands, 
was fold by the inhabitants to Kawith, and knew fo well 
how to:recommend himfelf to the favor of their chief, 
that he was promoted: to the rank of Befales, or com- 
mander.of the troops.. This Maftlow, in the year 1768, 
wrote a letter to the governor of Kamchatka, in which he 
advifed him to open a trade with this country. His letter 
came tohand by the way of the Kurelles, but the governor, 
being perfuaded that it was a forged bufinefs of fome of 
the Ruffian merchants, defpifed the invitation, and the 
coffack who broucht the letter from. the Kurelles was 
thrown into prifon,.and beat with the batogh as a reward 
for his zeal. 

2. Cfulgan Jdzon is fituated in 43 deg-.27 min. north 
latitude, and 352 deg. 58 min. longitude from Bolfha. 
This ifland is twenty leagues in length from eaft to welt, 
and fix leaguesin breadth from north to fouth. Captain 
Spanneberg, in the year 1741, was in fight of this ifland, 
but did not approach it. It is equal in fertility to 
Kawith, and its name is derived from a word denoting 


copper, 
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copper, with which it abounds. For Cfulgu denotes 
copper. On the northern fide of this ifland there is a 
town and harbour. The name of the town is Tchouppow. 
Jdzon, which denotes the town of the Sun. | 

3. Maanas Jdzon lies in 44 deg. o min. north latitude, 
and 351 deg. o min. longitude from Bolfha. Its length 
from north-eaft to fouth-weft is thirty-eight leagues, and 
its breadth is from twelve to feventeen leagues. In. 
the year 1743, a pilot, named Novodzikow, who is ftill 
living at Kamchatka, landed on this ifland in a Bajdara. 
He informed me, that he had received, in exchange for 
-an old hat, two pieces of gold ftruck with a mark, 
which weighed together two ounces and a half. I 
verified this fact by confulting the regifters of the chan- 
cery. The two pieces were fent to Peterfburg. This 
Novodzikow was very civilly received, and difmiffed by 
by the inhabitants ; but a fhort time afterwards lieutenant 
Walton came to the ifland, with a double fhallop, and 
fome exceffes, committed by his crew, occafioned them all 
to be cut off. There is likewife a very good harbour and 
town on the fouth-fide of the ifland; this laft is called 
Ouratilkiva Jdzon, or red town; it is well peopled, car-. 
ries on a brifk trade, and is fubjec&t to Kunafchir. 

4. Kunafchir Jdzon, called by the Ruflians Zelenoi- 
oftrow, or green ifland, is fituated in 42 deg. 30. min. 
north latitude, and 350 deg. 35 min. longitude from 
Bolfha. It extends from north-eaft to fouth-wedt fixty- 
five leagues in length, and its breadth varies from twenty-. 
eight to twelve leagues. On the northern part of the 
ifland is avery excellent harbour; into the bottam of 
which runs a fine siver, though fhallow. Several bays on 
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the weftern coaft afford a very good pearl fifhery. The prin- 
¢ipal town on this ifland is called Kunafhiran, in which 
the king of the country refides. There are feveral other 
towns of lefs magnitude on this ifland: Kunafhir Matza, 
on the fouth weft fide of the ifland; Kunafhiraapi in the 
centre, and Kunafhir Orgutt on the eaftern coaft. The re- 
lations of Spanneberg affirm, that he faw more than two: 
hundred veffels or boats off the ifland. 

In the year 1769 the court. of Peterfburgh fent to the 
iflands Jedzo- two young men, named Antippe, Tartarino’ 
and Ottlafow, who had learned a few Japanefe words at 
Irkuczk ; but no news was heard of them during the 
whole eine of my ftay in thefe parts. The beft founded 
notion that IF could obtain of this ifland is, that it 1s regu- 
larly guverned by aking; that ftrangers on their arrival 
are obliged to eftablith themfelves there by marriage, and 
are carefully watched: It is evident that their riches. 
muft be immenfe, and their force, confifting of armed 
men, confiderable; fince this ifland proved able to refiit 
the emperor of Japan for a feries of years. | 

5. Fiafli Kamoni Jdzon, or health of God, is fituated 
in 41 deg. 10 min. north latitude, and 348 deg. o min. 
longitudefrom Bolfha. Thisiflandisvery populous, and its 
government isregularly adminiftered, fubje@ to Kunafchir. 
Horfes have been feen on this ifland. The inhabitants 
are always in arms on account of their differences with the 
Koreans, notwithftanding which the commerce between 
thefe. two nations is carried on without interruption, 
though the medium of the ifland of Matzumay. There 
are two towns on this-ifland, one to the fouth and the 
other to the welt. 

6. Matzumay 
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-6. Matzumay is fituated in.41 deg. 30' min. north lati- 
tude, and 347 deg. longitude, from Bolfha. Its length 
from north-eaft to fouth-weft is forty leagues, and its 
breadth from eaft to weft is twenty-feven leagues. This 
ifland -has two good harbours, one on the north and the 
other on the fouth fide. It is interfected by feveral fine 
rivers. ‘The capital town is on the weft part of the ifland, 
and likewife bears the name of Matzumay. This ifland 
has ‘been conquered by the Japanefe, who maintain a gar- 
rifon of three thoufand men here, befides which there are 
more than fourteen hundred Japanefe exiles, condemned 
to the works. Moft.of the natives of the ifland retired to 
Kunathir after the conqueft, | 

The Dutch company, in the year 1754, propofed to 
the Emperor of Japan to make a voyage to the northward 
of his country, under his {good pleafure, and to conquer 
the iflands of Jedzo: but the Emperor was fo far from ac- 
cepting their propofal, that he forbad the Hollanders to 
think of it, on pain of being excluded from their com- 
merce. 

The foregoing fhort detajl contains all that can be faid 
or written, confiftently with truth, concerning the pre- 
tended land of Jedzo or company’s land, | 


CHAP, 
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C aA P. XXXVI. 


A SUPPLEMENT TO THE DESCRIPTION OF THE COAST OF TARTARY 
| AND THE ISLAND SAGHALIN. | 


J CHE gulph of Uda, formed by cape Allangaddi, is 
 fituated in 54 deg. 10 min. north latitude, and 345 
deg. 15 min, longitude from Bolfha; and extending to 
the northward of the entrance of the river Amour, is 
filled with fmall iflands, which fhut up its entrance. 

The mouth of the river Amour lies in 52 deg. 50 
min. north latitude, and 346 deg. omin. longitude, from 
Bolfha. The Koreans call this river Saghalin, and its 
courfe extends near five hundred leagues into the country. 
It is capable of receiving veffels of the greateft burden. 
Its entrance is due fouth, in whieh are fifteen fmall iflands 
forming a bay, which abounds in pearls. The fouthern 
part of this bay is Cape Vafitua, in 52 deg. 20 min, 
north latitude, and 34.7 deg. 5. min. longitude, from Boltha. 
The importance of this river to Ruflia is of the higheft 
magnitude; for by means of ane of its branches a com- 
munication may be had with Mand{fchou, and by the 
fecond as far as Teiffou, fatuated on the gulph of 
Pekin. 

Saghalin ifland lies to the eaftward of the entrance 
of the river. Amour: the center of the ifland is in 52 
deg. o min. north latitude, and 349 deg. o min. longitude, 
from Bolfha. Its length from north to fouth is fixty-nine 
leagues, and its breadth from eaft to weft from fifteen to 


“Vow I. Q4q twenty 





igh MEMOIRS oxn TRAVELS 


twenty leagues. Itis interfedted by feveral rivers, and 
has excellent bays and harbours, In the year 1761 
there were reckoned. four {mall towns inhabited by the 
Gilakes, an independant people, who trade with. the 
Ruflansand Koreans, This ifland produces the moft beaw- 
trful furs, which are fables and foxes fins, The northern: 
part 1 mountainous and wild, but the country to the 
fouthward is beautiful, To the northward of this ifland 
1s another fimall land called the glais land, (du Verre 
in 4 deg, 30 min, north latitude, and 350 deg, o min, 
longitude from Bolfha Et abounds with tale, but is a 
dclert 
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CONTINUATION 


OF THE 


MEMOIRS of the COUNT DE BENYOWSKY : 
Being a Journax of his Voyage by Sea, from the 
Peninfula of Kamchatka to Canton in China. 


ON the r1th of May, 1771, I went on, board the 
corvette St. Peter and St. Paul, in the port of 
Bolfha, where I made the following diftributions for the 
fea-fervice, and caufed .twenty ports to .be cut in 
the fide of the veffel.for.cannon, twelve of which were 
of wood. | 


Qq2 Myfelf 


goo MEMOIRS fnoe- TRAVELS oF 
ia Count de Benyowfky, Commander in. Chief,, 
Count: ‘Craftiew: ‘fecont:. 


QvuAR TER & 


AFTER GUARD. if FORECASTLE.. 
Mr. Panow, Mr. Wynbladth,. 
Mr. Kuzneczow,, Mr. Stephanow, 
Mr. Zablikow,,. Mr. Meder, 

Mr. Popgw;, "ss Mr. ‘Timailow, 

Mr. Loginow, Mr. Bofcarew, 

Mr. Cfurin, Mr.. Koftromin,, 

Mr. Urbanowfky, == Mr. Gurcfinin, 

Mr. Contrathimaitre, Mr. Baturin,. 

29 Hunters, fore maft 28 Private men, ferving 
men. . _ before the maft. 

37 perfons. | 36 perfons. . 


Total, 5 doing ; ee 
- 9 Women, and 
12 Paflengers, to 
On the whole, 96. 


ARMAMENT of the CorvETTE. 


96 Perfons, including 9 women: 
8 Pieces of cannon. 
2 Howitzers. 
- 2 Mortars for bombs. © 
120 Mufkets with bayonets. 
. 80 Sabres. 
60 Piftols. | 
1,600 
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1,600 Ib. of gunpowder. . 
200 lb. Weight of bullets. 
800 lb. Salted fleth,. 
1,200 lb. Salted fith. 
3,000 lb: Dried fith. 
1,400 lb. Whale oil. 
200 |b. Sugar. 
500 lb. Tea.. 
4,000 lb. Damaged flour: 
40 lb. Butter. 
113 lb. Cheefe. 
6,coo lb. Different pieces of iron work.. 
r20 Grenades.. 
906 Cannon ball. 
50 lb. Sulphur 
200 |b. Saltpetre.. 
1,200 lb. (the word wanting in the manuf¢ript-) 
36 Butts of water. 
26 Chefts of furs.. 
14. Anchors, and.fundry: cordage, with change 
of fails. 
One fhallop and one canoe.- 
The: corvette drawing cight. feet eleven: inches and 





eight. feet. five inches of water.. 

At eleven in the forenoon I caufed divine. fervice to be 
celebrated,. according tothe rites of the Greek church. 
Fe Deum was chaunted, and afterwards the whole com 
pany renewed their oath of obedience to my orders: at 
five in the evening dropped down the river and moored 
at the entrance: 


Plate V. figure 1. contains a planof the river's moutif. 
Thurfday, 
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“Thurfday the 12th of May, weighed anchor, and after 
fetting the hoftages at liberty, failed out of the harbour 
on a fouthern courfe. A very light breeze from north- 
north-weft. 

The day being hazy, and almoft calm, oe on 
the bank: depth of water from three fathoms and a. quarter 
to three and a half; coarfe greenifh fand. At four o’clock 
a breeze fpringing up, fet fail, and pafied between the 
two banks. The veffel ftuck ih a floating piece of ice, 
which we broke by firing a cannon ball againft it. From 
the quarter-matter’ S report, all weld, 44x mches water in 
the hold, at two hours and a half. Latitude {ailed: from, 
52 degrees, 32 minutes; longitude failed from, 359 
degrees, © minutes ; latitude in, 54a degrees, 34 minutes ; 
longitude in, 358 degrees, 36 minutes from Bolfha ; 
wind north-north-wett ; 3 current from fouth to north 5 
courfe fouth. 

Friday May the 13th, clofe cloudy ‘weather, with a 
ftrong breeze from north-north-weft, foundings from 16 
to 24 fathom; fine greenifh fand. A heavy fea from 
the nosthawelt, We held on our courfe to the fouthward, 
in the evening reefed our top-fails. At day-break we 
difcovered the rock Alayd to the weftward, of which 
figure 2, plate V, is aview. At nine A. M. a con- 
fultation was held refpedting the courfe to be failed. I 
propofed to ‘moor near one of the Kurelles iflands, to 
collegt fome provifions and bake bread ; and the com- 
pany declared their readinefs to acquiefce in whatever I 
might judge proper. 

According to the quarter-mafter” S report, every one on 


board in good health. Latitude failed from, 51 degrees 
34 
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G4 wiinutes;, longitude failed from, 358 degrees, 36- 
minutes; latitude in, 50 degrees, 27 minutes; longitude: 
im, 359 degrees, 15 minutes, from. Bolfha. Wind north— 
north-weft;: current from nofth to fouth ; courfe fouth- 
fouth-eaft; 

- Saturday; May the 14th, among the Kurelles iflands,. 
clofe hazy-weather, with {now, anda confiderable irregular 
{well; Saw feveral. whales purfued by the{word-fifh, A 
very ftrong current obferved from north to fouth; kept: 
en 2 fouth-fouth-eaft courfe, having two iflands in fight :: 
that on the larboard bearing fouth-fouth-eaft, and on:the- 
ftarboard fouth-weft ome quarter fouth. (See plate 6.. 
N° 2.) The fight of thefe iflands occafioned fome dif-. 
turbance ;, for. feveral. of the company. requefted me to» 
come to an anchor ;:and as they: thought proper to threaten? 
me upon my not attending to their demand, I put two- 
under confinement,.and determined not to come to anchor‘ 
at the Kurelles iflands,. for fear of fome mutinous confe-- 
quences:. Inthe middle of the. channel between thefe: 
two itlands our foundings were 23 .fathom, fine fand, and: 
greenifh coral. About fix in the evening the wind in-- 
creafed ; fhortened fail during the might, and at. day-- 
break difcovered ‘a bajdara or: boat of the country; which. 
made. for the. fhore at fight of us. Many birds’ in fight, 
flying from fouth to north. Latitude failed from, 50 
degrees,. 27, minutes: north; longitude failed:trom, . 359°: 
déprees, 15 minutes ; latitude in,.50 degrees, x5 minutes ; . 
lengitude.in, o degrees, 30 nminutes, from Bolfha:. Wind : 
weft; current from north to fouth; courfe fouth-eaft, 19, 
degrees, 37 minutes... 


: | Sunday, 
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Sunday May the 15th, clofe foggy weather 5 a ftrong 
fteady breeze, with a great {well of the fea in the evening; 
carried away the end of the main-yard. People employed. 
making okum and {mall cordage. Obferved fome. floating 
‘weed and fome whales. | 

According to the quarter-mafter’s report, the ohals 
company in good health. One butt of water ftarted. 
Latitude failed from, 50 degrees 15 minutes ; longitude. 
failed from, .o degrees 30 minutes ; latitude in, 51 degrees 
21 minutes; longitude in, 3 degrees 54. minutes, from 
Bolfha. Wind weft; current from fouth-weft to north- 
eat ; courfe pee ees 57 degrees 39 minutes. | 

Monday, May the 16th, clofe cloudy weather with 
much fnow; variable winds. This day Ifmailow was 
accufed of having made a {feditious propofal to the two 
Kamchadales: he was ordered into confinement upon | 
bread and water. 

_ According to the report, fix men and one woman fick ; 
latitude failed from, 51 degrees 21 minutes ; longitude 
failed from, 3. degrees 54. minutes; latitude in, 52 de- 
grees 34 minutes; longitude in, 5 degrees 30 minutes, 
from Bolfha. Wind weit; current from fouth to north; 
courfe north-eaft one quarter north. ._ | 

 § uefday, May the 17th, weather fomewhat clear, with 
uncertain winds, the fun appearing at intervals. Towards | 
evening rain and {now; took feveral cod-fith ; - faw 
whales fvimming from fouth to north, with feveral 
flights of birds from eaft to weft, In the night the wind 
frefhened with a eonfiderable fwell of the fea. 

According to the report, four perfons fick ; tetitude. 
failed from, 52 degrees 34 minutes ; longitude failed 

from, 
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from, § degrees 30 minutes; latitude in, 54 degrees 15 
minutes north ; longitude in, 6 degrees 58 minutes, from 
Bolfha. Wind weft one quarter north; current from 
fouth to north; courfe north-eaft. 

Wednefday, May the 18th, clofe foggy weather, with 
{now and rain; great quantities of floating weed round 
the fhip, of which we collected a quantity, to ferve in 
cafe of neceflity; faw feveral black eagles; employed this 
day in repairing the fhallop and {mall boat, and cleaning 
our arms. | 

According to the report, four perfons fick ; latitude 
failed from, 54 degrees 15 minutes; longitude failed 
from, 6 degrees 58 minutes; latitude in, 55 degrees 19 
minutes north; longitude in, 7 degrees 54 minutes from 
Bolfha. Wind weft; current from fouth-eaft to north« 
weft; courfe north, one quarter eaft. 

Thurfday, May the roth, the ifle Beering in fight; 
hazy weather. By a good obfervation I determined the 
latitude of this ifland to be 55 degrees 15 minutes north, 
and its longitude 8 degrees o minutes, from Bolfha. I 
came to ananchor, at the diftance of half a league from 
the weftern coaft, in 28 fathom water, coarfe fand and 
fhells. As foon as we had brought to, I fent the {mall 
boat with Mr. Panow and ten armed affociates, to examine 
the ifland, with orders, that when they had found a 
place of fhelter, to let me know by three fires, and fend 
the canoe immediately for me; but in cafe they found 
any veffel in the harbour or road, they were directed to 
come back without landing. After his departure I hove 
up the anchor, and fuffered the veffel to drive tow:rds the 
ifland. At.the diftance of a quarter of a league the wind 

Vor. lL | Rr | flackened 
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flackened, and forced me to come to. We foon obferved 
the fignal, and approached a bay, in which.I found a 
very good bottom at 50 fathom; the {mall boat having 
cpme back, was fent to take the foundings after which 
we woored in 8 fathom water. 
- According to the report, two fick ; latitude failed from, 
56 degrees, 1g minutes; longitude failed from, 7 de- 
grees, 54 minutes; latitude in, 55 degrees, rg minutes 
north ; longitude in, 8 degrees, o minutes, from Bolfha. 
Wind fouth and calm; current from fouth to north; 
courfe north and eaft.. : | 
Friday, May the zoth, at anchor in a bay on the coaft 
of the ifland of Beering ; the weather fine and calm. Al- 
though Mr. Panow had affured me that he found no 
perfon upon the ifland, I neverthelefs fent a party to 
make difcoveries, and fent another party on fhore to con- 
{truct a cabin and ovens,. to bake our bread. Having de-. 
termined to go on fhore myfelf, I gave orders for cleaning 
the tiers, and airing our provifions; after which I em- 
barked in the {mall boat with fix of: the. affociates, and 
‘made a {ketch of the bay. as exhibited.in-plate V. figure 3. 
When I came on fhore I had a-tent fet up,. and about 
five in the evening the party who had been fent upon dif 
covery, returned, and related, that at the diftance of a 
league from the bay they had difcovered a cabin in which 
they found a dog, and underneath a tub a letter, ~which. 
they brought me. Mr. Kuzneczow, the commander of 
the party, affured me. that he had likewife found four 
tarrels of whale oil in the cabin, with ten or twelve 
quintals of falted fifh. He added, that, in his opinion, 
there were certainly people upon the ifland, becaufe he 
had 
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had obferved recent traces on the fnow, and a bath newly 
conftruéted. ‘[0 clear up my:doubts I read the letter, 
which is as follows: ' a eg 
‘¢ Health to all thofe who may arrive on this ifland. 
I inform them that the fhip Elizabeth, which left the 
port of Ochoczk in the year 1769, under my command, 
remained at this ifland a whole year, after having re- 
ceived much damage by tempefts. After this long flay, 
being affured that all our attempts to put her into a 
{ituation to carry us home were ufelefs, we broke her 
up, and built boats out of her materials, in which I 
am about to proceed on a voyage .towards the ifland, 
which lies to the eaftward, in hopes of finding fome 
veffel, in which myfelf and crew may return. Written 


“January 24, 1771. 
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‘¢ Ivan Ocuotyn, Captain. 

« Bauttrasa BaLakirow, Pilot.” 

- On the fouthern part of the ifland Mr. Kuzneczow 
found likewife five croffes ere&ted, one of which bore the 
following in{cription : 

‘© To the honour of God aud St. Nicholas, in the year 
“© 1769, on the 28th of April, this crofs was erected by 
‘© Peter Kreniczin, commander of the expedition fent for 
‘¢ the difcovery of California.” 

This laft difcovery was not of any confequsnce, but. 
the difcovery of a fpecies of turnips and very good garlick 
was extremely ufeful to us, as well as the provifion of 
falted fifh and whale oil. With refpeé to the letter, after 
mature examination, 1 was convinced that the writing 
was frefh: feveral reflections led me to recolleé&, that I 
had aften heard {peak of this Ochotyn, who was reported, 
* «as - Rra2 at 
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at Ochoczk to have become a pirate. To clear up my 
doubts, I enquired of my companions whether any of 
them knew Ochotyn, and feveral of them immediately 
informed me, that Ochotyn was not a Ruffian, and that 
having feized the fhip he commanded, and. perfuaded his 
crew to follow his fortune, he had fettled in the Aleuthes: 
iflands, where during the laft two years he had’ taken: 
other Ruffian fhips, whofe crews had placed themfelves. 
under his command: fo that the number of Europeans 
under him muft amount to more than one hundred, be~ 
fides that a number of the iflanders had nominated him 
their chief. Upon this information I concluded, that 
Ochotyn, or at leaft fome of his party were on the iflands. 
in confequence of which I chofe five of our company, 
whom. I fent out feparately, well armed and. fupplied 
with provifion, and likewife a letter of invitation ad- 
dreffed to Ochotyn or the people of his party: to prevent. 
any unlucky mifchance, I gave orders for.a ftri& look out 
both on fhore and on board. 

According to the report, the whole. company in good. 
health. : 

Saturday the 21ft, at Beering’s ifland,.in the bay St. 
Maurice, fornamed by my companions ; fine weather, 
and the fnow melting. This day the flour was brought. 
on fhore, and we. began:to bake bread in five ovens we. 
had built. My companions built me a commodious cabin.. 
This day I difpatched twenty-two of the peeple to carry 
the falted fth and whale oil.on board: fix men were fent: 
to cut wood, and the carpenter Nikita repaired the main 
yard. In the evening fent on board twenty-four barrels 
of frefh water, four cords of fire~-wood, ana part of the 
| falted 
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Salted fith, with a cafk of garlick, and a quantity of roots. 
The night paffed without dffturbance, but at five in the 
mnorning I was awakened by Mr. Cruftiew, who informed. 
me that he had heard feveral fhot fired to the fouthward 
of the ifland. I immediately went out of my cabin, and 
heard feveral other fucceflive reports; on which I gave 
immediate orders to beat an alarm, and was joined by 
twenty of the people from on board. To difcover what. 
had happened, as well as to aflift thofe who had been dif-. 
patched the evening before, I gave orders to Mr. Wyn- 
bladth to embark with: fixteen men inthe fhallop; and 
proceed to the fouthern point of the bay, in order to ob-. 
{érve. more eafily from’ whence the. noife. might proceed.. 
After having difpatched him, I left the command to Mr. 
Cruftiew, and embarked in the {mall boat myfelf with eight 
of'our people. We foon paffed the fhallop, and on our ar- 
rival at the fouth point I perceived.a bajdara, which rowed. 
towards us, with five people on board.. On their ap- 
‘proach we perceived they were Ruffians, and-one of them. 
hallowed, and.told us that he had a letter for the coms 
mander of the corvette St. Peter. They: foon came up 
with us, and ‘gave me the letter. which I read, and pro-- 
pofed to them to come on board my veffel.. They agreed 
to this, and.declared that their general had“ordered them 
to come on board, which’ we: accordingly. did. at-ten 
o’clock precifely. “3 

_ On my arrival-I-foumd my people in the greateft con- 
fafion. Mr. Stephanow’ informed me that he had difco- 
vered a mutiny, by means of Alexi Andreanow., | Upon: 
examination [I heard that Mr. Ifmailow, with his friend 
Zablikow and fifteen others, had. entered.into.an oath. ta: 
ae a feize. 
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feize the firft opportunity,’ when the greateft part of the 
people fhould be on fhore and myfelf on board, to fecurc 
my perfon, and afterwards return to Kamchatka ; but, in 
cafe they could not carry this project into effect, that they 
fhould affaffinate me, fet fire to the veffel, and quit the 
ifland in the fhallop. The depofition of Andreanow 
was confirmed by Popow and Rabalow. | therefore im- 
mediately armed thofe perfons on whom I could place the 
moft dependence, and afterwards muftered the whole 
company, to whom I expofed the authors of the plot. 
Thefe were immediately put in irons, and carried on 
fhore to he tried by a council which I nominated, and 
over which Mr. Cruftiew was appointed to prefide. 
After this bufinefs was finifhed, I direéted my attention 
to fhew every civility to the perfons who brought 
Mr. Ochotyn’s letter. - 
According to the report, one perfon fick and nineteen 
prifoners. | 
Sunday, May the 22d, in the bay of St. Maurice, at 
Beerings ifle; weather f{qaally, with rain; wind fouth- 
weft. At‘three o’clock my adjutant prefented to mea 
memorial in the name of the whole company, requefting 
that Mr. I{mailow and the Kamchadale Parenczin, with 
his wife, fhould be fet on fhore and abandoned in the 
ifland, and that the others, who had been feduced by 
them, fhould be punifhed with fifty lafhes, and after- 
wards reftored to their functions, firft renewing their oath 
of obedience. I complicd with this general requeft the 
more willingly, as it was an object of great confequence 
to give an example and eftablifh my authority by this pro- 
ceeding. After I had fent my orders on fhore in writing 
| to 
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fb. Mr: Cruftiew, I communicated. the’ contents “of. the 
letter I had teceived. to. the. whole. company. it was ,as. 
follows : 
“© Health tothe Brave se intrepid commander of the 
‘© veffel St. Peter-and all his company. 
_ Dear: friends and companions, we heard with much. 
‘© joy of your-Happy arrival on this ifland: The men 
“ whom ‘you fent to find us have informed ‘us of your 
‘6 whole: intentions; and: we have detained’ them lefs. 
* as hoftages’ than as friends, whom we are defirous of. 
‘ fending back. with provifions, which you muft be in. 
-wantof:. Permit our companions who bring this letter 
“to go om.board your fhip; it is probable they may. 
‘““-meet with fome acquaintance, which would-be very. 
‘agreeable to us. We entreat the commander to inform 
‘¢- us, whether he think’ proper to confent to a conference 
‘« with us, and for this purpofe we pray that he will: 
‘<- fend back our companions, and inform us of. the place 
‘© of rendezvous. We wifh you all profperity, and re- 
‘ commtnd ourfelves to your friendfhip. Adieu: 
“Jean OcHotyn, 
‘< in the name of the company.’” 

After having heard’ the different opinions aie 
what was the moft proper to be done, I determined to 
fend back one of the five with my anfwer, and to keep the 
other four until ‘the return of my own people. My letter 
was conceived inthe oyowing, terms : | 

‘*’T cannot exprefs the fatisfaG@tion which I received 
‘from: the information of your refidence on this ifland. 
‘¢ The conduct and’ behaviour of the famous Ochotyn have 
es ' fecured: him my efteem for this year paft, and nothing 


prevents 
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“friendfhip, 

Do not attribute the precautions which 1 require 
‘¢ for our interview to miftruft; but perfuade yourfelf that 
“an excefs af prudence is hurtful only to men who.are 
«¢ deftitute of courage. I require therefore, that to-mor- 
© row, at fix o’clock, Mr. Ochotyn hall repair with four 
«¢ of his people to the fouthern point of the bay, where I 
«¢ will come at the fame hour, with an equal number ; 
© as foon as we come in fight of each other, we will lay 
“¢ down our arms and join company. | 
_ Maurice Auguft.” 

_ This day was employed in carrying on board the bifcuit 
which our people had made out of the damaged flour. 
‘Towards the evening, I permitted fix of our affociates 
to go on a hunting expedition, with orders. to return at 
fix in the morning. Mr. Meder returned on board, and 
brought with him feveral nuts and fome pieces of cam- 
phor wood, which had been wrought; he found thefe on 
the fhore. About eleven o’clock we found the eable was 
cut, and weighed the anchor with great difficulty. At 
five in the morning I fired three guns, and leaving the 
command of the veffel in the hands of Mr. Panow, I em- 
barked in the fhallop with four affociates. At three 
quarters after five I arrived at the point, where I found 
Mr. Ochotyn on fhore, by whom I was very politely re~ 
ceived. He was a handfome figure, thirty-fix years of 
age, and {poke very good Gernfan and French. After 
the farft civilities he related his hiftory and adventures, 
which deferve a particular narration. I fhall confine 
myfelf, however, to the fubftance, which is as follows : 

Mr, 
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«cM. Ochotyn was a rhan of family in Saxony, and ferved 
under the Emprefs Elizabeth, in the rank of Captain, in 
the regiment of Smolenfkoi, which he left for the em- 
ployment of Adjutant to General Apraxin. When that 
General was arrefted, by order of the Emprefs, he was 
himfelf likewife fent to prifon, with Mr. Baron Klufewfky, 
who is ftill an exile at Jakutzk, under the name of Fifkin. 
Mr. Ochotyn was not delivered from prifon until he was 
{ent as an exile into Siberia. On his arrival at Jakutzk, he 
obtained the favour of being fent to Ochoczk, where he 
engaged himfelf on board a fhip fitted out for catching 
beavers. He made two voyages in this veffel, but, during 
the third, having fecured the attachment of fifty of the 
crew, he feized the veffel at the Aleuthes iflands, with 
which he made prize of two others, whofe crews joined 
his fortune. His party at firft confifted of one hundred 
and thirty-four determined men, able to contend with the 
maritime force of Ochoczk. Eighteen months afterwards 
he had the good fortune to eftablifh himfelf on one of the 
largeft of the Aleuthes iflands, where he formed con- 
nections, by means of the marriages of his companions 
with the girls of the country. The dependence he could 
place on the friendfhip of the natives of thefe iflands had 
determined him to form colonies; but, as he was without 
the neceflary arms and utenfils, he had determined to 
vifit Kamchatka and Ochoczk, with the intention of ut- 
terly deftroying thefe two eftablifhments, and carrying off 
every thing which he might find fuitable to his purpofes. — 
After he had finifhed his explanation, he propofed to 
me to join forces in the execution of this projed&t of emi- 
nent vengeance, which we had both equal reafons for 
Vou. I. ed being 
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being defirous of. In anfwer to this dire& propofal, I 
replied, that I was highly-mortified that it was not in my 
power to comply with his intentions, becaufe my fituation 
required a fpeedy return to Europe; befides which, I 
reprefented to him that his prefent force was fufhicient to 
infure the fuccefs of his enterprize. But as he was de- 
termined to form colonies in the iflands, I advifed him to 
addrefs himfclf to fome European power, to obtain their 
fupport; for which purpofe I offered him my fervices. 
Thefe reflections appeared reafonable to him, and he ac- 
cepted my offers, as I fhall notice more amply in its 
place. On my part, I gave him a faithful account of. 
my adventures, and we {wore friendfhip to each other. 
After which, we feparated; he to join his companions, 
and myfelf to return on board, where I found every thing 
in perfect order. 

N. B. The family of Mr. Ochotyn is known in Saxony 
by the name of Leuchtenfeld, and he reterred, in proof of 
his affertion, to Baron Laffert, a Pruffian officer, who was 
exiled to Kolima, and returned to Europe in 1760, in 
confequence of the prefling reclamation which was made 
by his Majefty the King of Pruffia. 

Monday May the 23d, 1771, in the bay St. Maurice, 
in Beering’s Ifland, clear weather, wind §. W. the whole. 
day was employed in repairing the vefiel. At three 
o'clock a canoe arrived from Mr. Ochotyn, with a pre- 
fent of one hundred and fifty fine beaver fkins, in return 
for which I fent him two hundred pounds of gunpowder, 
ene hundred pounds of lead, and a confiderable quantity 
of iron work, &c. but the moft acceptable prefent to Mr. 

- Ochotyn’s. 
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Ochotyn’s people was, two hundred and forty ells of cloth 
and twenty-five facks of flour. 

In the evening I fent on board twenty-two facks of 
bifcuit and two cafks of falt fifth. In the night I vifited 
Mr. Ochotyn, in company with Mr. Panow; we found 
fix cabins well built, and defended by a pallifade, flanked 
with four {mall cannon. He was feated near a fire, with 
thirty-five affociates. Tea was farft ferved up, and after- 
wards we employed the whole night in converfation, and 
in drawing up letters, which he gave me, with a view to 
determine fome European power to aflift his projects. 
At day break I took my leave, and returned on board at 
eight o’clock. At ten, I affembled the whole company, 
and propofed quitting the ifland to continue our voyage 
to China, from which place we might moft conveniently 
return to Europe. Upon this propofal, the company re- 
quefted time to confider, and their refolution was poft- 
poned till the following day. 

According to the report, the whole company in good 
health. 

Tuefday May 24th, in the bay of St. Maurice, at the ifle 
of Beering, foggy weather, wind difpofed to {qualls from 
the fouthward. Attwo in the afternoon my adjutant pre- 
fented three deputies from the company, who informed 
me, that the refolution of the fociety was taken, and that 
they were determined to feck a paflage to the northward 
of Kamchatka, as the feafon, being fummer, affured our 
fuccefs, and even fuppofing we fhould find infurmoun- 
table. obftacles, we fhould be always able to reach the 
continent of America. To this reprefentation, as I had 
underftood from my intimate friends that the company 

= S { 2 | was 
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was refolved to follow their plan in fpite of me, I con 
fented, becaufe unwilling openly to oppofe their decifion.. 
For a great part of the company, after having refle@ed 
on what had happened at Kamchatka, might probably 
have repented, and have been difpofed to a& treacheroufly 
towards me, as the neighbourhood of Kamchatka would 

facilitate all their attempts. - | 
In the evening I received advice from Mr. Ochotyn, 
that Mr. Stephanow had written to him, acquainting 
him, that he himfelf, together with a party of our affo- 
ciates, were refolved to enter into his troop; in confe- 
guence of which Mr. Ochotyn advifed me to quit the: 
ifland as foon as poffible, and affured me, that in cafe of 
a revolt, he would aflift me in punifhing the guilty. In 
confequence of this advice, I muftered the whole com-. 
pany, and declared to them that I fhould not follow 
their plan but with regret, as I was perfuaded, that its 
would lead us into misfortunes, which it was now in our: 
power toayoid. I aflured them that I did not think it: 
poffible to double the cape Tfukcfi, and that, when. the 
eafterly monfoon failed, we might find it impoffible to 
reach the coaft of America; but that as I was determined: 
to facrifice my private opinions to the wifh of the com- 
pany, which fhould at all times be my law, I would. 
fatisfy their expectation, though at the fame time I 
thought it neceflary towarn the fociety, that I had well- 
founded reafons to fufpe& that fome among them were 
engaged in a defign prejudicial to our common interefts, 
and that I forebore mentioning the leaders, merely with 
the hope that it would caufe them to return to their duty, 
and that they ought to attribute my lenity to this motive, 
. | Being 


COUNT ve BENYOWSKY. 3:9. 


Being thus determined to quit the ifland with the firft 
wind, I {ent a party on fhore to ere& a crofs with the 
following infcription : 

© May the 24th, 1771. Maurice Auguft’ Aladar de 
§- Benyow{zky, after his happy deliverance from exile at 
© Kamchatka, caufed this crofs to be erected during his. 
*¢ flay at this ifland.”’ 

At ten o'clock Mr. Stephanow afked leave to fpeak. 
with me in private. When I had admitted him into my 
cabin, he informed me that he had difcovered a plot. 
againft me, and that he was refolved to quit me no more, 
but look to my prefervation. I expreffed my furprize at 
this, and freely declared, that if I-had apprehcnded any 
thing, I fhould have arrefted him the farft, as 1 had fuf- 
ficient proofs againft him ; but that as I was not of a timid’ 
difpofition, he was indebted, for his fafety, to my con- 
tempt. After this anfwer I communicated the letter of. 
Mr. Ochotyn to him, and informed him, that I fhould 
be difpofed to forget every thing, and would not afk him 
even to name his accomplices, provided he fhewed a 
proper repentance, and gave me no occafion to recolleé& 
his criminal .difpofition, and, as a proof how far my- 
delicacy to him proceeded, I would promife to keep his 
behaviour a profound fecret, left he fhould be univerfally. 
defpifed, upon its being known. The firmnefs with. 
which I {poke to him overcame him, and he threw him-. 
felf at my feet, acknowledging himfelf guilty, and im-. 
ploring my forgivenefs, which I granted. 

According to the report, all well. 

_ Wednefday, May the 25th, clofe cloudy weather ; the 
ifland covered with fogs; wind variable, between — 
2 and ° 


318 MEMOIRS anno TRAVELS of 


and weft; A fouth-fouth-weft wind in the offing. Set 
dail. At three hoifted in the fhallop and {mall boat, and 
direéted our courfe to the northward. In the evening the 
wind changed from fouth to eaft. In the morning the 
northernmoft point of the ifland bore from eaft to eaft, 
one quarter fouth. 

According to the report, all well; latitude in, 55 

degrees, 58 1 minutes ; longitude from Boltha, 7 degrees, 
56 minutes. Wind fouth, fouth-fouth-weft and fouth- 
fouth-eait; current Sits ealts courfe north. 
_ Thurfday, May the 26th, clear weather, with fnow 
at intervals, but freezing. A heavy {well from fouth- 
weft. In the evening faw fome pieces of floating wood 
with ice upon them. At the clofe of the night faw 
feveral flights of birds, dire€ting their courfe from north 
to fouth. During the whole night the fky was clear, and 
the ftars fhone bright, but the cold increafed and began 
to freeze our rigging. At day-break we were furrounded 
with’ floating wood and pieces of ice. About ten o’clock 
a whale, of a very large fize, came fo near us, that I 
was obliged to fire at it. The fecond ball caufed it to 
dive. 

According to the report, all in ‘good health; latitude 
in, 57 degrees, 45 minutes, north; longitude from 
Bolfha, 7 degrees, 54 minutes. Wind fouth-weft; cur- 
rent from fouth to north; courfe north. 

Friday, May the 27th, under fail Clear weather and 
exceflive cold, wind ftrong and irregular, with a very 
heavy fea. Our veffel ftruck feveral times againft ice- 
drifts, of enormous magnitude, the furface of which was 
ecvered with wood. In the evening we were fet faft be- 

| tween 
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faveen two ice-drifts; which floated j in the direGion of the 
veffel; the pitching of the fhip caufed a confiderable 
damage to her fore parts againft the ice; during the night 
we had a fudden fquall; which threatened us with inftant 
deftru@tion. The violent preffure of the ice againft the 
veffel,. (the creaking noife of whofe timbers greatly added 
to our apprchenfions ) produced a-confiderable leak, which 
occafioned us to pump without ceafing.. In the morning 
we found our fails damaged and entirely frozen, for 
which reafon I gave orders to keep a fire conftantly at the 
foot of each maft upon the deck, which was likewife co- 
vered with ice, two inches: thick. By this means I fuc- 
ceeded in thawing the fails. About ten o’clock, the ice- 
drift on the ftarboard fide broke away, and we difengaged 
ourfelves from that on:the larboard. . 

According to the report, all in good health; cleared 
the well of thirteen inches of water; latitude in, 58 
degrees, o minutes; longitude-in, g degrees, 59 minutes ; 
wind fouth-weft; current from fouth-weft to north-eaft ; 
courfe eaft-north-eaft. 

Saturday,. May the 28th, clear weather without fnow, 
but infupportably cold. A ftrong irregular wind, with 
a heavy fwell from north-north- ~eaft ; sot down the 
damaged yards and. replaced them by others. At thre: 
o'clock obferved a veffel to the northward, at three 
leagues diftant. In the evening hove the lead, and found 
no bottom. In the night the weather.was exceedingly 
clear and cold. The wind frefhened, and the fhip made 
“ge way. At day-break faw land; at eleven o'clock 

I gave directions to make a fketch of “its appearance, | 
and, Sia ad I was embarraffed by the difagreement of | 

the 
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the Ruflian charts, I took it for cape. Apachazana, 
(See Plate 7. No. 1.) Latitude in 59 degrees, o minutes; 
longitude in 13 degrees, 20 minutes; wind weft-fouth- 
welt; current from north to fouth; courfe eaft-north-eaft. 
Sunday, May the 2oth, a frong breeze and clofe 
cloudy weather, with aheavy {well from north-weft, which 
frequently endangered us by driving large pieces of ice 
againft the veflel. The confiderable mafies of thefe ice 
drifts formed whole mountains around us, and threatened 
us with inevitable deftruction, for the veffel being ftruck 
every inftant by them was ‘ftrongly agitated, and large 
mafics of ice freezing to the fhip’s fades, and occafionally 
lifted out of the water by her motion, damaged her on 
all fides. Every roll was followed by an aftonifhing 
noife, occafioned by the rupture of thefe icy appendages. 
Our fears were greatly augmented by the increafe of the 
water in the hold, and during the night, the whole com- 
pany were alarmed even to ftupefaction. About four in 
the morning the wind increafed, and carried away our 
‘f{prit-fail-yard ; and about five we loft our foretop-maft. 
At fix o'clock the veffel lay down on the larboard. fide, 
and the tiller could not be moved. Luckily for us, 
however, the arrival of day-light enabled us to fee that 
part of the ice was jammed in between the rudder and 
the ftern-poft. I fent two of the company to beat. it 
‘away, and afterwards we righted the veficl. It was very: 
fortunate that this accident did-not happen in the night, 
as in that cafe we fhould have been loft without remedy. 
About noon the wind abated, and we perceived ourfelves 
at the diftance of two leagues and a half off fhore, of 
avhich I took a view. See plate VII. No. 2. 

At 
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+ At-feven hours and. a half we had twenty-two inches 
water in the held, which we cleared. oar Oe 
According to the report three fick. Latitude in, 59 
degrees ro minutes; longitude in, 14 degrees 34 minutes; 
wind weft-north-weft ; current from north-eaft to fouth- 
weft; courfe eaft, one quarter north. | 
Monday, May the 3oth, clofe cloudy weather. The 
wind veered round to the fouth-eaft, with louring wea- 
ther in the north-eaft quarter; hove the lead occafionally, 
and at five got ground at eighty-five fathom; grey fand, 
and broken fhells. The fea covered with ice-drifts. 
_ At nine Mr. Cruftiew requefted the meeting of a com- 
mittee, in the name of the company, which I immedi- 
ately comphed with. As foon as the affociates were 
affembled they requefted me to continue our courfe no 
longer towards the north, as they were convinced that it 
would be attended with our deftruGtion. This occafion 
gave me ample matter to reproach them for the little con- 
fidence they had fhewn me, in compelling me to hold 
this courfe. I thought it neceflary to reprefent to them 
the many unhappy confequences which would refult from 
my being expofed a fecond time to fubmit to their plea- 
fure. The dreadful objets which had alarmed them the 
preceding day, were {till prefent around us, and gave 
every degree of efficacy to my difcourfe: I therefore found 
no difficulty in obtaining from the whole company a 
promife, that in future they would leave meat liberty to 
do whatever I might think proper and advantageous. As 
a mark of my fatisfaction, I gave orders for an extraor~ 
dinary allowance of brandy to be given them. At ten 
o’clock Mr. Panow informed me, that feveral of our af- 
~ Vow I. Te fociates 
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fociates were refolved to quit us at the firft place wliere 
we might anchor. This difcovery was immediately veri~ 
fied by the appearance of four of them, who demanded, 
in the name of a party, the number of which they refufed 
to declare, to go on fhore, under pretenee of making a 
provifion of beavers, whofe fkins might be of fervice to 
them on future occafions. The refolute manner in which 
thefe deputies made their demand, gave me reafon to. fear 
a mutiny, which threatened to be fo much more dan- 
gerous, as we were in fight of land adjoining to Kam- 
chatka. For this reafon, after having requefted they would 
wait a moment for my refolution, I ordered Mr.. Wyn- 
bladth to colle& a party of fuch affociates as we could 
moft depend on, and come with them into my cabin, 
while Mr. Panow might overlook the movements of all 
thofe, whom we had: reafon to fufpe&. This order was 
immediately put in execution, and, directly afterwards, I 
caufed the mutineers to be feized, and gave orders for a 
council to be held in the afternoon for their examination. 

According to the report, five fick, four prifoners, 
At fix we had eighteen inches water in the well, which 
we cleared. .Latitudein, 59 degrees, 40 minutes ; lon- 
gitude in, 16 degrees, 45 minutes; wind fouth-fouth- 
weft; current from north to fouth; courfe north-eaft, one 
quarter eaft. 

Tuefday, May the 3rft, chear weather and a ftrong 
wind, which permitted us to ufe only our lower fails: the 
fea covered with ice-drifts. At two P. M. affembled the 
council, to examine the prifoners. Andreanow declared. 
that their number was twenty-two, and that Mr. Ste- 
phanow was probably at their head, though he could not 

| | pofitively 
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pofitively affirm it, as he had not heard him mentioned, 
except by Sacharinow, which the latter denied. The 
council advifed calling all hands, after which I ftated the 
fact, and requefted their advice on this occafion. Their 
refolution was unanimous to punifh the criminals feverely, 
and, if the author could be difcovered, to throw him 
into the fea. In confequence of their refolution, thofe 
whom I had reafon to fufpeé& as chiefs of the plot, 
were condemned to receive each twenty-five lafhes; and 
the others, upon expreffing their forrow, were difcharged, 
after afking pardon of the company. But, as I had juft 
caufe to fear the confequences of this mutiny, I took 
away their arms. Mr. Panow, irritated againft his rela- 
tion, whom he found always bufied in caballing, declared 
to him, that he was determined to put him to death 
himfelf, on the firft familar occafion, This declaration, 
made in the prefence of the whole company, produced an 
admirable effedt. 

In the evening I was alarmed by an outcry and tumult 
upon deck, occafioned by Sacharinow, the friend of 
Stephanow, who threatened to kill Sibeaw; but as Mr. 
Cruftiew was prefent he canfed Sacharinow to be feized 
and put in irons. | 

The night was clear, but the cold was fo intenfe that 
all the water in the hold was frozen. Happily for us the 
wind had driven away the ice. At ten we faw feveral 
whales fwimming from north to fouth. At eleven 
punifhed Sacharinow with 50 lafhes. 

According to report, eleven fick; three water-cafks 
burft. Cleared the well of faxteen inches of water, at 
fix A.M. Latitude in, 61 degrees, 37 minutes; longitude 

| | Tt2°  —° ) in, 
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im, 19 degrees, 3 minutes; wind ‘fouthwea 
from the north; courfe: north-north-caft, 

Wednefday, "June the rft, cloudy weather and fopey,. 
with cold. Few drifts, but the fhip furrounded with. 
floating wood. Saw feveral flight of birds called Urille. 
Thefe are all over white except the head,- the extremities: 
of the wings and the tail, which are black. The beak. 
and feet aré of a deep yellow. They came {fo near us. 
that I fhot two, and found them as large as ducks, and: 
their flefh of a tolerably good tafte. Towards night the: 
wind frefhened, and veered to the fouthward; it was fo: 
ftrong that I could fet only the lower fails. At day- 
break founded, and got ground at forty-eight fathoms,. 
fand and fhells. At ten, land in fight, bearing eaft, one 
quarter fouth, which we foon after perceived to bea 
ifland. As we faw another cape bearing north-eaft one. 
quarter north, I determined to pafs between them, heav-. 
ing the lead. The depth of water was from twenty-four. 
to thirty-fix fathoms. At noon the cape bore north, ‘one. 
quarter welt, and the ifland fouth. (Plate VIit. No. z: 
isa view of the land.) 

According to report thirteen fick, the fhip making no 
water. Latitude in, 62 degrees, o minutes; longitude 
in, 22 degrees, 36 minutes. Wind fouth-fouth-eaft; 
current from north-weft to fouth-eaft; courfe north-caft. 

Thurfday, June the 2d, variable wenduée, with fhow. 
‘A frefh breeze from fouth to fouth- fouth-weft, witha 
heavy fea. Handed the courfes, and kept only the mizen 
and the top-fails fet all the night. Saw feveral fea- 
wolves and whales. At day-break we were furrounded 
with ice-drifts, wpoia which we faw avery great — 

Oo 
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of: tand. birds: The founding line was feveral times cut 
défunder.'by the ice. Weather colder than before. 

According to’ report thirteen fick. Cleared the well 

tom ‘nine. to four inches of water. Latitude in, 63. 
degrees, 30 minutes; longitude in, 25 degrees, 4 minutes. 
Wind. fouth-fouth-weft; current from. north to fouth ; 
courfe. north-eaft. 

Friday, June the aa at three P. M. faw a very thick. 
field’ of ice, to which a large mafs of: ice of earth was 
attached,,with fhrubs growing on it. immediately gave 
orders to found, and had ‘ground at feventy-four fathoms, 
coarfe fand and ‘hells. The wind frefhened at intervals, 
and it {nowed’ almoft continually.. Towards evening the- 
wind flackened a little,. but foon after came on with re-- 
doubled fury and: impetuofity. . A hurricane arofe in the. 
fouth-weft quarter, and ibléw with fuch violence that we- 
had fmall. hopes. of beholding the breakof'day. The 
dafhing of the ice againft the veffel was fo frequent 
that I expeted every moment her fides would have been 
bulged.. Happily 1 had the precaution to lower our 
yards and the top-mafts; the mizen-maft was carried 
away; At.the break. of day the hurricane greatly ina. 
creaied, when on a fudden we perceived, at the diftance of 
a league, a reef upon which the fea broke in a -moft- 
dreadful manner. ‘The return ‘of day .flewed ‘us more 
clearly the danger we had paffed, by the difcovery - of 
maffes of ice of a prodigious height piled one upon 
another. Our foundings were twenty-fix fathom, and 
at ter o'clock we ‘faw land.: 

According ‘to the’ report: ‘fifteen fick; the fhip making 
much water, Latitude in, 4 degrees, 45° mmutes> 

longitede 
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longitude in, 26 degrees, 30 minutes. -Wind-fouth-weft; 
current from north, to fouth; courfe north-north-eaft and 
porth-eaft one quarter. soetls. : 

Saturday, June the 4th, being.refolved to hold ¢ on my 
courfe until I had determined the diftance between the 
two capes, which the Ruffians affirm to be very near.each 
other. I ftood to the north-weft along fhore, and about 
four P. M. obferving that the northern part of the land of 
the cape of America drew.to the eaftward, and ftood off. 
{At five faw land bearing weéf{t<fouth-weft, which we foon 
perceived to be, iflands; the ice which the current brought 
upon us carried us fo near that we faw them in the night, 
and diftingnifhed three in. number at day break. Toavoid 
the direction of the ice-drifts I made the beft of my way by 
fetting -fail], and at ten A.M. we difcovered.Jand, and 
two veflels ftanding towards‘us. Our foundings were 
thirty-four fathom. At eleven, moored at the diftance of 
three leagues, in twenty-two fathom, and taok aview of the 
Jand; for which fee plate IX. Latitude in, 65 degrees, 
20 minutes; Jongitude In, 25 degrees, 30° minutes, 
Wind fguth-weft; current fram the narth- cat ; 3 courfe 
north-north-weft. | 

Sunday, June the 5th, at anchor, furrounded with 
ice; the.wind irregular, and increafing, with a heavy fea, 
At three P. M. the boats reached us, and appeared to be 
Thukci. J invited them .gn board. py a Koreack, who 
was with us: They came -withaut fear. It was by their 
means.that J learned pofitively, that we were no further 
diftant from Tfukotzkoy-aofs than about fourteen leagues 5 
that the iflands we‘had {een-were four in number, the moft 
_—s being the es and that the cape we had 

quitted 
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quitted in the evening, was that of the great laid Alak« 
fina, the name by which the Tfukcfi denoté-America, 
At four, finding myfelf in danger fromthe ice, and being 
informed that it was impoffible to pafs: further, I deter- 
mined to return to the coaft of America, ‘for which the 
wind was favourable ; at this inftant the-cable was cut. by 
the ice-drifts, and I had only: time to re-embark the Tfuk- 
cfi, to whom I made a prefent of fome knives and 
brandy. At five P. M. fet-fail-under.the courfes, the fhip 
making much watery. About ten we' perceived an ap- 
pearance of blacknefs'to the fouthward, which indicated 
the vicinity of the laft-mentioned iflands. The ice in- 
commoded us lefs,~as’the direction of the veffel was: with 
the current.. About fix P. M.: doubled the cape of Alak- 
fina, and at‘eleven difcovered an entrance: between the 
breakers:and the fhore.. The cape fheltered-us from the 
ice-drifts, and left us at liberty to work the fhip; 
I therefore determined, at: all’events, to feek for an- 
chorage. 3 

According to the report, twelve fick, the fhip making 
at the rate of thirty-eight inches of water per day.. Lati- 
tude in, 64 degrees 50 minutes; longitude in, 26 degrees, 
4 minutes; wind fouth-weft, current north; courfe 
fouth-fouth-eaft, | | | | 2. °° og # 

Monday, June the 6th, having approached the land, I 
difcovered a bay in which F moored. Soundings from 
eight fathoms to* = and I furveyed this harbour, into 
which run two brooks. Plate. —_ exhibits the plan. 

As foon as we had moored, I ordered twenty-cight 
affociates on fhore, to fet up tents made of our fails, and 
| vat 
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at two and.a half P.M. I-went on fhore myfelf with Mr. 
(Cfurin, who ‘having obferved a place which promifed ‘te 
give us an opportunity of careening the fhip, propofed to 
vifit the {pot. I therefore gave the neceffary orders for un- 
loading-her.cargo, and Mr. Cfurin was charged to overlook 
and make the neceflary preparations. Thirty-fix-of the af- 
fociates, under the command of Mr. Panow, were directed 
to undertake ‘this, while the reft employed themf{elves 
in hunting, fifhing and cutting of woad. /. 8 

_ Tuefday June the 7th, all the people being bufied at 
svork, I requefted Mr. Kuzneczow, as the moft alert, to 
take fome of the affociates with him, and go in queft of 
difcoveries. “This day Mr. ‘Cfurin informed me, that 
though the fhip’s timbers were ftrained, yet it would be 
«capable of failing in the fouthern feas, and that the leaks 
were occafioned only by the loofening of the feams, which 
he hoped to remedy by caulking, in a few hours. This 
account ‘was very agreeable to me, and J was affured of 
its truth by actual infpection.. Mr Kauzneczow did not 
return till eight in the evening, when he informed me, 
that he had afcended the neighbouring mountain to, the 
northward, and had difcovered land to the north-eaft, but 
that to the eaftward there lay an immenfe country with 
few mountains, and in many places without {nowy and 
interfected by rivers. The approach of night not having 
permitted him to diftinguifh remote objects, he afked 
permiffion to take others of the affociates with him to 
purfue his difcoveries to the eaftward; for he affured me, 
that he had obferved figns of its being inhabited. Seing 
him fo-well difpofed, and being defirous of obtaining a 
pofitive knowledge of this country, I permitted him to. 
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complete his difcovery. I paffed the night with feveral 
of my friends, in watching our affociates, as there was 
reafon to fear fome plot, but happily they were quiet. 

_ Wednefday, June the 8th, the veffel being caulked, 
was loaded again, and the water-cafks filled. Our fifhery 
produced one cafk and a half of fifh, which we falted, 
and our hunting party brought only twenty beavers, with 
fome fea-wolves; but they likewife brought us a great pro- 
vifion of garlick, and 740 roots of a very agreeable tafte: 
They were nearly of the fize of a child’s head, and 
weighed from three to five pounds. At eleven A. M. all 
the people were on board, and we waited only the return 
of Mr. Kuzneczow. 

According to the report, thirteen fick, the fhip making 
from feven to eleven inches of water per day. 

. Thurfday, June the 9th. At one P. M. Mr. Kuz- 
neczow arrived at the fhore: I fent the {mall boat for him, 
and when he came on board he informed me, that he had 
difcovered, at the diftance of four leagues, an habitation 
compofed of fourteen huts, but that the inhabitants had 
fled, and he had found only an old woman and fome chil- 
dren in their huts. The old woman was of a very dark 
complection, with many figures painted on her fore- 
head, and her noftrils bored; but as he could not make 
himfelf underftood by any word of the Koriac or Tfukcfi 
language, he could derive no information from her: he 
found feveral bows and arrows, with the heads very well 
made, of iron, in the huts, and brought them away, 
as he knew that they would be acceptable to me, as 
well as an habit almoft complete made of birds feathers, 
As he found nothing more which was remarkable, he re- 
Vor. I. Uu tired, 


330 MEMOIRS ann TRAVELS of 


‘tired, after leaving feveral knives and fmall mirrors, im 
the room of the things he had carried away, which part of 
his conduct, I very ftrongly approved. This difcovery * 
at laft convinced me, that I had been fufficiently fortunate 
to verify the diftance between the two capes, concerning 
which fo many conjectures have been made, and of which. 
the Ruffians have {poken fo falfely ; for it is not true,. 
that any veffel has paffled this ftrait, though the people 
employed on this voyage went as far as Anadir, where 
their veficl was caft away in 15 degrees of longitude from 
Bolfha, and 73 degrees of latitude. They finifhed their 
journey by land to Anadir, and thence to Kamchatka, 
but not by fea as they have publifhed. At three P. M. 
weighed, and made fail out of the bay of Aladar; our 
courfe was fouth-eaft, one quarter eaft, and we were fa- 
voured by a ftrong tide. At day-break { difcovered that 
we had paffed berween the continent and an ifland named 
Aladar, at the fame time that I faw another cape on the 
main land, which formed a bay, 1 obferved that the 
middle of this bay lay north. About ten A. M. faw 
another cape, the extremity of which is diftinguifhed by 
a mountain in the form of a fugar-loaf, fee plate X. 

Latitude in, 63 degrees, 10 minutes; longitude in, 28 
degrees, 25 minutes; wind weft-fouth-weft; current from 
north-weft ; courfe fouth-eaft, one quarter fouth. 

Friday June the roth, having obferved that the coaft 
inclined to the eaftward, I determined to fail along it, as 
we were no longer incommoded by the ice-drifts, and the 
wind was favourable. We paffed an agreeable day, which 
was the firit fince our departure from Kamchatka. ‘The 

| | wind 
“ The Count was miftaken in fuppofing Ke ever reached America. See 
the editor’s preface. 
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wind was frefh, though not too ftrong, the fea moderate, 
and the ground from forty-five to twenty-fix fathom; the 
night was no lefs beautiful than the day. At five in the 
morning we faw a prodigious quantity of birds, whofe 
flight was directed from fouth-eaft to north-weft, but we 
loft fight of the land, and did not again come in fight ’till | 
near ten hours, when we {aw it at a very great diftance in 
the north-eaft quarter. Our courfe brought us nearer 
and nearer, and at three quarters after eleven I took the 
view, fee plate XI. 

According to the report, nine fick; the pump clear ; 
latitude in, 63 degrees, o minutes; longitude in, 31 
degrees, 4 minutes ; wind weft-fouth-weft; current from 
the fouth ; courfe eaft, one quarter fouth. 

Saturday June the 11th, fine clear weather with 
a ftrong fteady breeze, the land conftantly in fight ; 
many flights of birds feen in the dire&ion of yefterday ; 
the people on board uncommonly quiet. At ten I ob- 
ferved a headland, and the direction of the coait was to 
the caftward. 

According to the report, feven fick, the pump clear ; 
latitude in, 61 degrees, 42 minutes; longitude in, 33 
degrces, 40 minutes;-wind weft; no current; courie 
fouth-eaft, one quarter fouth. 

Sounded, and got ground thirty-eight fathom. 

Sunday, June the 12th, fine clear weather, and wind 
as yefterday. At eight P. M. the land being in 
fight from eaft to north, founded, and got ground at 
twenty-two fathom; fhortened fail, and as the blacknefs 
of the horizon indicated the proximity of the land, came 
to anchor in fourteen fathom. At day-break found our- 
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felves at the diftance of a league and a half from a head~ 
land to the eaftward, and another cape lay north one 
quarter north *, diftant five leagues; near the entrance of. 
a bay, which ftrongly tempted me to come to, but the 
affociates infifted that we fhould. make the fhorteft courfe to 
fome European eftablifiment, as they reprefented that 
they had not entered into any engagement to run over 
the ocean in fearch of difcoveries; I thought proper, 
therefore, to. fatisfy their defires, and abandoning my 
project, I weighed, and continued to {ail along the. 
coaft. 

According to the report, five fick, the pump clear;: 
latitude in, 60 degrees, 40 minutes; longitude in, 35° 
degrees, 52 minutes; wind weft; current fouth-weft > 
courfe fouth-fouth-eatt: 

Depth: of water twenty-fix fathom. 

Monday, June the 13th, the weather began to change 
and became fqually ; handed the top-fails, and continued 
our courfe under the lower fails. To-conform to the re- 
folution of the company, I kept as near the wind as 
poflible. In the night it was a dead calm, and the fhip 
rolled in a dangerous manner. At day-break, no land 
being in fight, we were furrounded: by floating herbage. 
The companions expreffed their fatisfaction at the mild- 
nefs of the climate we had failed into; at ten faw there 
elevated rocks, and failed round the fouthernmoft. 

According to the report, five frck, the pump clear; 
latitude in, 59 degrees, 10 minutes; longitude in, 34 
degrees, © minutes; wind weft, and weft-north-weft; no 
current ; courfe fouth-weft, one quarterfouth. | 

| | _ Very 
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Very high land in fight to the eaftward, diftant nine or 
ten leagues. | 

Tuefday, June the 14th,. elofe weather, inclining to 
ftormy, the clouds becoming heavier and in heaps one 
above the other. The wind veered to the north-weft, 
and increafed its force, but as at the fame it became 
{teadicr, I ventured to fet the top-fails. The {moothnefs 
of the water encouraged me to take this advantage. Tif2 
weather in the night was fimilar- to that in the day, no 
land being in fight, but we obferved its-fituation by the 
blacknefs which covered the eaftern part of the horizon’; , 
founded feveral times, but got no bottom. 

According to the report, five fick, the pump clear. 
N. B. Saw the land-which I fketched, fee plate XI. . 
latitude in, 57 degrees, 25 minutes; longitude in, 72 
degrees, o minutes; wind north-weft; no current ; courfe. 

fouth-weft, one quarter fouth. 

~Wednefday, June the r5th,- having obferved: figns of 
an approaching gale of wind during the whole morning, 
I handed the top-fails, and got dowa the mizen top-maft; 
it-came on by degrees, and ‘its greateft force continued 
only three hours, but its violence was exceflive; kept 
only the lower fails fet for the reft’of the day. At ffx 
we were between the cape and the ifland; which we 
doubled, but a fecond ifland being in fight, I lay too under » 
the mizen, with the fhip’s head to the eaftward 5 but the 
force of the wind at‘laft’obhiged me in the morning to lay 
to under her bare poles. The violence of the rolling otf 
the fhip ftretched our fhrouds and back-ftays in fucha 
manner, that in the morning the mafts were almoft en- 
tirely without fupport ; we remedied this as well'as pof- 
fible, by feizing them together with ropes. 
7. Thurfday; 
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Thurfday, June the 16th, we were in danger of running 
aground on an ifland, .which I avoided by little lefs than 
miracle. This .was a.day of .extreme danger, as every 
fea went over the ‘fhip, and the pumps being unable to 
keep her clear endangered our foundering. In this afflic- 
tion I faw the lofs we‘fhould undergo of the rich furs we 
had on board, which promifed to be worth near a million 
of piaftres at China. 

Friday, June the r7th, the wind infenfibly flackened, 
and the company Jaboured hard to clear the fhip out of 
cher‘ ftate: of .confufion. At-day-dreak it was almoft calm, 
‘we therefore fet up the fhrouds and back ftays, and got 
up the yards and top-mafts, At nine the wind entirely 
died away, and the fun appearing, gave us an opportunity 
to make an obfervation. 

According to the report, 1g fick ; pumps conftantly 
going without being able to clear the well. Lati- 
tude in, 55 degrees, 35 minutes; longitude in, 31 
degrees, 30 minutes. 

Saturday, June the 18th, variable winds from north to 
north-eaft; heavy weather, with an irregular fwell. As 
J had determined to anchor at the ifland mentioned to me 
‘by Mr. Ochotyn, I refolved to ftand well to the eaftward, 
upon its parallel of latitude, for fear of miffing it: For 
this reafon I failed on a fouth-eaft courfe. At twoP. M. 
being defirous of infpecting the cargo, I caufed the hold 
to be opened, out of which iffued putrid vapours, doubt- 
lefs from the corruption of the fkins. The women and 
fick, who wire fhut up below during the ftorm, were car- 
ricd upon deck: They at firft found themfelves faint, but 
afterwards grew better. In the night the fwell became 
lefs, and the wind fixed at north-eaft, one quarter north. 


The 


COUNT pt BENYOWSKY. 335 


The pumps were conftantly kept at work without being 
able to clear the well, and the courfe of the veffel was 
greatly impeded. At day-break faw land from the maft 
head, right a head; ufed every effort to come near it; 
about noon we faw it was an ifland; founded {feveral 
times, but got no bottom. 

According to the report, 18 fick; theveffel making 18 
inches of water per hour. Latitude in, 54 degrees, 28 
minutes, north; longitude, 32 degrees, 46 minutes; 
wind north-eaft, one quarter north; current from north- 
eaft; courfe fouth-eaft, one quarter fouth 

Sunday, June the roth, at one P. M. the weather being 
fine, the wind moderate, and very little fwell, I handed 
all the fails, and fent fixteen men, under the command 
of Mefirs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow, on fhore in the 
fhallop, to make difcoveries, while the fhip drove to the 
fouthward along fhore. All this day was employed in 
repairing the damages fuftained by the late gale of wind. 
At feven Mr Kuzneczow returned with two boats, con- 
duéted by the iflanders, having two Ruflian ftrangers at 
their head. He informed me, that the ifland was named. 
the greater Kadik, and that there was another ifland to 
the fouth-eaft, which the inhabitants called the rlland of 
black foxes. On his landing he was furrounded by the 
ulanders, armed with lances and arrows, who appeared 
inclined to difpute the paffage with him. He called out, 
that if they were of the party of Mr. Ochotyn they 
fhould acknowledge his friends; upon which exclamation 
two Ruffians came forward for a more particular expla- 
nation, and when they were at laft convinced that we 
were really conncéed with Mr. Ochotyn, from the ac- 
eount Mr. Kuzneczow gave of his ftay at Beering’s ifland, 
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they appeafed the natives, who: laid down their arms, and 
came haftily to give marks of their fatisfaétion. They 
propofed to conduét Mr. Kuzneczow to their habitations; 
but his defire of fpeedily returning prevented his accepting 
their invitation. ‘Two Ruflians, therefore, determined 
to accompany him, and as a proof of their good in- 
tentions, they had: loaded the boats with different roots 
and a quantity of beavers and foxes fkins. | 

From this account I gave orders for receiving the 
iflanders, and entertaining them in the beft manner in our 
power; while I Joft no time in receiving the friends of 
Ochotyn. They informed me, that their number.amounted 
to twenty-two upon the ifland, and that the tajons of the 
place thad fubmitted to the command of Mr. Ochotyn ; 
by whofe orders they were at that time bufied in con- 
ftructing feveral veffels. They then requefted that I 
would give them fome proof of my having had an inter- 
view with Mr. Ochotyn. I thought proper to fatisfy 
them, by exhibiting his letter to the tajon of Urumufir; 
after perufal of which, having no further miwtruft, they 
offered their fervices as pilots, to condué& the fhip to 
Urumufir. I accepted their offer with great pleafure, 
but I reprefented to them that one would be fuffcient. 
They therefore drew lots, and the chance fell upon 
Gregoir Salafiow. We put ourfelves under his charge 
till morning, and then having made up a prefent for the 
tajon, which I entrufted to the companion of Salafiow, I 
diftributed knives and looking glaffes to all the iflanders 
on board, and difmiffing them we purfued our voyage with 
our two boats aftern. | 

At nine in the morning we found ourfelves at the mouth 


of a bay, where Salafiow requefted leave to go on fhore to 
procure 


COUNT vz BENYOWSKY. 337 


procure a Bajdara, to pilot us; I confented, and he re- 
turned before noon with a boat and men. The agility with 
which this fmall boat was managed, and the velocity of its 
courfe, though it had no other fail than a {mall piece of 
cloth, faftened to a ftick in the centre of the veffel, afto- 
nifhed me very much. _ | 

According to the report, eighteen fick; the pumps con- 
{tantly going. Latitude in 54 degrees, oo minutes; longi- 
tude 32 degrees, 30 minutes. Wind north-eaft; current 
north-eaft ; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter fouth. Land in 
fight all day. 

Monday, June 2oth. Fine warm weather, moderate 
wind, and no fwell: many flights of birds in fight, which 
Salafiow obferving me to notice, informed me, that at this 
feafon, the geefe and ducks retired towards Alakfina. 
From the account he gave me, I was confirmed in my opi- 
nion, that the land of Alakfina was the main continent of 
America. He aflured me that the diftance to the great 
land, did not exceed thirty-five or forty leagues; and that 
the iflanders often made voyages thither, to vifit their friends 
and relations; the Tajon of Kadik, being married to one 
of the daughters of the Tajor of Alakfina Homin. About 
three o'clock, having the boats a-head, conducted by the 
iflanders, we faw an ifland, which Salafiow afhrmed to be 
the ifland of Foxes; and he informed me, that there were 
three others to the fouthward of that ifland. About five we 
faw another ifland, on the ftarboard; and Salafiow inform- 
ed me, that there were four together, whofe pofition I 
have marked from his information. The fituation of thefe 
iflands occafioning a very irregular fea, 1 determined to 
come too; for which purpofe I confulted my pilot, who 
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informed me, that the depth of water where we then were, 
was twenty fathom. In fact we found it eighteen, on 
founding. I anchored in the mid-channel, and immedi- 
ately afterwards Salafiow went on fhore in is boat, having 
firft informed me, that I might continue my courte through 
the fame channel, and.that he would rejoin me before I got 
out of the ftreights ; ; for which purpofe he begged I would 
hoift a blue flag, and fire feveral guns. In the night we 
obferved feveral fires upon the great ifland, on our ftar- 
board hand, and one on the {mall ifland. At five in the 
morning, weiched, and made fail, having a beautiful view 
of the ifland along which we coated, At ten we faw a 
fecond ifland, on the larboard bow,, and its pofition agreed 
with the information of Salafiow. 

According to the report, faxteen fick, pumps conftantly 
at work. Latitude in 59 degrees, 49 minutes ; longitude 
in 30 degrees, 41 minutes. Wind north-eaft; current 
north-eaft ; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter weit. 

Tuefday, June 21. Wind and weather as yefterday. 
Continued our courfe at a good rate. This day Mr. Pa- 
now affured me, that we were indebted for the good beha- 
viour of the company, to our friendfhip with Mr. Ocho- 
tyn; and that he was well affured, that if it had not been 
for the fear of Mr. Ochotyn, a party of the companions 
would have run the fhip on fhore. In fact, the perfea 
tranquillity of the whole company, though worn out with 
hard work at the pumps, led me to give “credit to Mr. Pa- 
now’s conjecture; but I was contented to enjoy the ad- 
vantage of this tranquillity, without minutely enquiring 
into the caufes which produced it. 

At 
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At five, Mr. Salafiow returned, with three other veffels, 
ich brought a quantity of dried fifh, roots, and one 
hundred and fixty beaver fkins. On his pene on board, 
Mr. Salafiow prefented me with the provifions and furs, in 
the name of the Tajon of the ifland, whofe fon he brought 
with him, with a requeft te convey him to the ifland Uru- 
raufir, where he propofed to vifit his relations. I con- 
fented to this with pleafure, and returned his father an 
affortment of toys, with a handfome gun, as a prefent ; 
and after having diftributed fome trifles among the iflanders, 
I difmiffed them. At feven we paffed the fouth-weft 
point of the ifland, and came in fight of another, right 
a-head, which Salafiow told me was named Amfchud. We 
doubled the cape, and refumed a direé courfe, at about two 
o'clock. At fix we faw an ifland on the larboard fide, 
which Salafiow informed me belonged to Urumufir; and 
that there lay another beyond it, which, in fae, was feen 
by the men at the maft head. At eleven we obferved three 
other iflands, on the ftarboard fide, which Salafiow called 
the Beavers; and we were in full fight of the ifland Uru- 
mufir, at the diftance of two leagues. Salafiow uneetHOn 
to conduct us into the harbour. 

According to the report, ten fick, the pumps seitliantly 
at work. Latitude in 52 degrees, 25 minutes; longitude 
in 28 degrees, 15 minutes. Wind north-eaft, quarter 
eaft; current north-eaft; courfe fouth-weft, once quarter 
fouth. 

Wednefday, June 22. The wind being calm, hoifted 
cut the fhallop and {mall boat, and towed te vellel. At 
two o'clock found ourfelves at the mouth of a bay, into 
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which we entered, and moored at one cable’s length, dif- 
tance from the ee in four and one-half fathoms water. - - 

As foon as we came too, Salafiow requefted to go on 
fhore, to inform the inhabitants and affociates of Mr. 
Ochotyn of our arrival, in order to prevent any difturb- 
ance. I fent Mr. Kuzneczow with him, and he return- 
ed about three, P. M. with two other Ruffians, who 
invited me to come on fhore, and offered me the ufe of 
a commodious lodging, and a ftore houfe, large enough 
to contain our whole lading. Mr. Kuzneczow informed 
me that the Ruffians had promifed him every affiftance on 
the part of the iflanders; but that I could not fee the 
chief of the ifland till the following day, on account of 
the diftance of his habitation. Before I left the veffel I 
gave the command to Mr. Cfurin, and left with him 
twenty-eight aflociates, whom I could moft depend upon. 
All the reft of the company, including the women and 
the fick, I took on fhore with me. When I landed I 
was taken to a very convenient habitation, near which 
ftood a fpacious building fit for a ftore-houfe. As foon as 
I had appointed the lodgings of the fick, and the women, 
I eftablifhed a camp for my people, and fent immediate 
orders to unload the veffel. This bufinefs was particularly 
intrufted to Meflrs. Panow and Wynbladth, and I was 
content to have Mr. Kuzneczow and Sibaew with twelve 
affociates near me. 

The two Ruffians who conduéted me to my “habitation 
left me for the purpofe, as they faid, to affemble their 
Affociates and the iflanders in order to vilie me in cere- 
mony. | 

| At 
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- At eight o'clock Salafiow returned to inform me that 
the chief of the ifland was coming to pay me a vifit, 
with the wife of Ochotyn, and a great number of the 
iflanders, and confequently that it would be proper to 
make fome {mall prefents to the principal perfons, of whom 
he named eleven. After he had left me to join his com- 
panions, I paffed the whole night in fuperintending the 
landing of our effets, among which our guns were not 
the {malleft concern.. Our afliduity was fuch that with 
no other affiftance than the fhallop and the {mall boat the 
{hip was unladen by five in the morning, and I had the fatis- 
faction to fee the veffel cleared. 

At nine in the morning an old man was announced to 
me, who fpoke the Ruflian language. He was admitted 
and came in with a boy of twelve years of age, whom 
he offered me as a prefent, which I accepted on con- 
dition that he would permit me to make him a prefent in 
return. His phyfiognomy convinced me that he was not 
a Ruffian, but as he fpoke the Ruthian language very 
well, I was curious to enquire into this prodigy. There 
is no doubt but he perceived my embarrafiment, for he 
burft -into a laugh, and faid, Mr. European, you will be 
furprized that I call you by that name, but I muft in- 
form you that I know more than all the Aleuthes. I 
was taken by the Coffacks in my youth, who carried 
me into their own country, where I was conveyed from 
one town to another, till at laft I fell into the hands of a 
merchant, who fent me, with fome Coflacks in fearch of 
my country, which we at laft found, and the Coffacks 
fent me on fhore, that I might invite my countrymen 
to trade with them. But for my part finding ee . 
| | | ore 
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ftored to my country, I returned no more to the Coffacks, 
but remained in my own ifland; where the Tajon having 
taken an attachment to me, gave me his daughter Kalki in 
marriage: and as 1 knew every thing, the Aleuthes made 
me their Tajon after the death of my father-in-law ; and 
I am now the ftrongeft, the moft knowing, and the richeft 
Tajon of the Aleuthes. As I am now in years I have given 
up the government to my fon, and content my‘felf with being 
his friend and advifer. My fon need no longer fear the 
Coffacks, for an European Tajon has married his daughter, 
and this Tajon is a god. For this reafon it is that I laughed, 

and fhall laugh on. 

From this laft eiceilien. underftanding that he fpoke of 
Ochotyn, I informed him that I knew him well, and that 
he was one of my friends, and had intrufted me with a 
letter for his father-in-law. 

On this aflurance the good old man a me, called 
me his fon, his dear fon, and afterwards begged leave to 
depart, to carry this news to his family. After the depar- 
ture of this good man, I gave orders to infpeé the chefts 
of furs. We did not find one undamaged. I gave orders, 
therefore, that they fhould be expofed to the air to dry, and 
the good ones feparated from the reft. The women took 
charge of this bufinefs. 74 

Thurfday, June 23. On fhore at the bay of Urumufir. 
At one o'clock I was informed of the arrival of the Tajon, 
efcorted by the Ruffians of Ochotyn’s party, and a very 
confiderable number of attendants. The good old man 
preceded them all, and prefented his wife to me, as did 
likewife the Tajon i children, with the wife of Mr. Ocho- 
tyn and fome of the chief iflanders, After this ceremony, 


the 
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the company formed a circle, in the midft of which the 
Tajon feated himfelf with all his family. I then caufed the 
letter of Mr. Ochotyn to be brought, which I put into the 
hands of the Tajon. Its contents were as follow : 


Health to my father, the Tajon Tuachta, chief of the 
Aleuthes iflands. | 

In the hope, that God will condué my friend to you, I 
have given him the prefent letter, to inform you of our 
union, and to beg that you will give him every alffiftance he 
may want. | 

I wait the arrival of the veffel to proceed to Kamchatka, 
whence I hope to return, before the next {now, to embrace 
my wife, and convince you of my tendernefs. All that 1 
fhall take from the Coflacks will be for you and your fub- 
jects. I recommend likewile, by this prefent letter, to 
my companions, to fhew every fubmiflion to my friend 
who brings this letter, and to obey him as they would my- 
felf. I wifh all happinefs to my father, our family, my 
affociates, and my wife. 

| Sizned OCHOT YN. 

Bering’s Iland, May 24, 1771+ 


_ This letter was read by a Ruffian, and interpreted in a 
loud voice by the father of the Tajon. The wife of Mr. 
Ochotyn wept, and her tears convinced me that the people, 
whom we are in the habit of calling favages, might ferve 
as models to us for friendfhip and attachment. After the 
letter was read, one of the Ruffians advanced and informed 
me, that he was. nominated commanding officer on the 
ifland during the abfence of Mr. Ochotyn ; and that in 

ee I confequence 
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confequence of his orders, he begged me to difpofe of him 
and forty other affociates. I thanked him for his offer, and 
replied, that if fome of them were willing to affift us in 
our works, I fhould gratefully acknowledge their fervices. 
The Tajon, on his part, requefted his father to propofe to 
me to enter into friendfhip with him. For this purpofe, he 
ordered feven veffels made of {kin and filled with water to 
be brought to wafh our faces. The Tajon took one, and dif- 
tributed five others to five other chiefs. The feventh he 
prefented to me. After this ceremony, fire was brought, 
and every one took a coal, and faid, with fire like this we 
will burn the Coffacks. The oath finifhed by the diftri- 
bution of feven arrows, which were broken by the poflef- 
fors re{pectively, with the words, Amongft us arms are 
ufelefs. The attendants then brought ftones, and raifed a 
pile in remembrance of our oath. After which I regaled 
the Tajons with brandy, and diftributed at leaft two hun- 
dred pounds of tobacco among the iflanders. I likewife 
diftributed my prefents, in return for which Tajon - pro- 
mifed me fome valuable fkins. 

At the clofe of day the iflanders retired to an eminence 
near us, and eftablifhed their camp. Being informed by 
the aflociates of Ochotyn, that they were about to make 
a feftival of rejoicing, I determined to goand fee them. I 
accordingly went, and the Tajon, as foon as he faw me, 
came to meet me, and introduced me into the circle, that 
I might have a better opportunity of beholding their 
dance. In reality it was very fingular; for at the found of 
the drum the whole company became agitated, as if in the 
higheft rage ; and the Ruffians informed me, that I fhould 
foon fee the whole company fall afleep, which was he 

2 : ufua 
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ufual effec of an infufton of muchomor, which the iflanders 
drink on fuch occafions. This incident did not fail to hap- 
pen foon after, and the. Tajon himfelf fell afleep among the 
reft. The old man his father was, however, an exception ; 
he accompanied me home, and I embraced the opportu- 
nity of inquiring, what reafon had induced him to part 
with the boy he had given me?. He replied, that when he 
was laft year at Kadik, the Tajon of that ifland had given 
him the boy, who was born on the great land of Alexina,. 
where he had doubtlefs been made prifoner by the Aleuthes, 
again{t whom they had {worn a declared emnity ; and that 
being apprehenfive of the confequences on the part of the 
young man, he had determined to get rid of him the firft 
opportunity. | | 

As I had promifed, when I accepted his prefent, that | 
would make another in exchange, I gave him a handfome 
gun, one pound 6f powder, fifty balls, and five pounds of 
tobacco, with a bottle of brandy. Having thus fatished 
him we parted, and I went to reft: Mr. Kuzneczow un- 
dertook to keep watch. When I arofe, I learned that 
twenty-two affociates of Mr. Ochotyn’s party had under- 
taken to aflift in repairing the fhip; and two of them being 
coopers, were employcd in fctting up our cafks, which we 
were in great want of for water, as the heat of the climate 
to which we were going would prevent our availing our-, 
felves of the freth water from the ice iflands, as we had hi- 
therto done. | 

At nine o’cleck, I was informed that a number of young 
women were come to offer their fervices, but the report 
came too late to put it in my power to make any decifion, 
for my affociates had every one chofen companions from 

Vou. I. Y y amongft 
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amongft them. As I was defirous of infpeéing the pro- 
grefs of the repairs of the veflel, I accordingly went on 
board, and had the fatisfaction to fee that every thing 
would be compleated in the courfe of twenty-four hours, 
and confequently that I might quit the ifland in two or 
three days. I was defirous of profiting by this interval, 
and therefore determined to examine the interior parts of 
the ifland, and more efpecially to vifit the iflands we had 
difcovered on our approach to Urumufir. 

According to the report fix fick 5 a quantity of roots 
and fifh were brought me on the part of the Tajon. 

Friday, June 24. I made an excurfion, accompanied 
by Mr. Kuzneczow, towards the eaftern part of the ifland. 
I paffed over the beautiful plains which are certainly fufcep- 
tible of good cultivation, but I difcovered no veftige which 
rendered it probable that thefe iflanders cultivate the earth. 
Their food intirely confifts in certain roots, fifh, and the 
flefh of beavers and fea cows. The wood which grows on 
this ifland is good, and proper for every kind of building. 

The habitations of the iflanders, feveral of which we faw 
and vifited, perfectly refembled the balagans of the Kam- 
chadals. After I returned from this excurfion, I deter- 
mined, from the fmall profpeé of meeting with any thing 
worthy of notice, to make no more, but double my at- 
tention, to get the veflel ready for departure. 

According to the report fix fick. Saturday, fune 25. 
Mr. Cfurin informed me, that the veffel was ready to re- 
ceive her cargo. I therefore gave orders to this effe& to 
Mr. Chruftiew. The affociates of Mr. Ochotyn were of 
great affiftance to us in this bufineds. 

2 About 
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About two o’clock, the father of the Tajon came with a 
prefent of fixty fkins, and a canoe made of {kin; the 
lightnefs of which furprized me, for two men could eafily 
carry it, though it had eight oars. The keel only was 
made of wood, and the reft was whale-bone, covered with 
the {kins of fea wolves, with the hair outwards, fewed to- 
gether with twine made of the guts of beavers. At five 
o'clock, the Tajon likewife arrived with prefents, and I 
regaled him and his comparny with brandy. When he was 
informed of my approaching departure, he requefted a let- 
ter for Mr. Ochotyn, and I delivered him one to the fol- 
lowing purport : 


Honourasie FRIEND, 


Arter a painful and difagreeable navigation, in which I 
was compelled, by the obftinacy of my companions, to fail 
as far to the northward as 66 degrees, I have at laft returned 
to the fouth, and have taken advantage of the winds to vifit 
your ifland. I have received much advantage from the 
fervices of Salafiow, one of your affociates, whom I parti- 
cularly recommend to you. On my arrival, your friends 
and companions have given me every afliftance to put my 
veffel into proper repair for a long voyage; and the iflanders, 
from their example, have behaved with the utmoft cor- 
diality to us. The Tajon Tuachta, more efpecially, has 
been moft friendly and attentive. I could have wifhed, that 
the prefents I have diftributed among the iflanders had been 
of greater value: but alas! you know that Kamchatka is not 
a place from which any one efcapes overloaded with riches ; 
befides which, all my poffeffions confifted in furs, which 
. Vy 2 are 
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are plentiful among the iflanders. During the time of my 
ftay, I have obferved, with fatisfaction, that the iflanders 
are fincerely attached to you. I therefore recommend to 
you to avail yourfelf, as much as poflible, of their affec- 
tion; and for that purpofe, I would advife you always to 
have a trufty party of thefe people near you; for among 
the Ruffians, who are with you, there will be fome who 
will fhew the difpofition of the country. To place your- 
{elf out of danger of plots, you muft keep your people in 
conftant employment: and I take this occafion once more 
to repeat, that if I were fituated as you are, with two or 
three veflels fuitable to the undertaking, I would retire to 
the fouthward, where, doubtlefs, you will find iflands, and 
the climate will fecond your attempts to eftablifh a flourifh- 
ing colony. The knowledge you have of the commerce 
of China, and the conftant refource which you might have 
to your friends in the Aleuthes iflands for furs, to fupply 
this trade, could not fail to put it in your power to make 
an eftablifhment of the firft importance. Adieu, my friend, 
I wifh you every profperity, and you may depend upon 
my beft exertions to caufe fome European power to accept 
your propofals. 

: Signed MAURICE AUGUSTUS. 


After communicating this letter to the Tajon, I took 
my leave, being refolved to embark the following day. At 
eight in the morning, I gave orders for every one to go on 
board; and after making prefents to Salafiow, and the 
other aflociates, I likewife went on board with the fick and 
the women, where I found every thing in proper order. 

According 
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According to the report, two fick; the veffel drawing feven 
feet eight inches water. | 

Sunday, June 26. Fine clear warm weather, and calm. 
At three o’clock weighed anchor, towed out the veffel, and 
came too in the mid-channel. The affociatcs celebrated a 
feftival on the occafion of baptizing the young American 
on board, who was named Sacharie. In the morning, hav- 
ing been informed that there were upwards of fifty women 
on board, I gave orders for fetting them on fhore, after 
the diftribution of prefents among them. Ateleven, A. M. 
weighed and made fail. | 

According to the report, two fick; cleared the well, hav- 
ing made no more than eight inches water during the 
twenty-four hours. | . 

Monday, June 27. At fea; fine temperate weather ; 
wind north-eaft, rather trefh; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter 
fouth, with all fails fet; the three iflands in fight till four, 
P. M. and the fouth-weft point in fight till nine; clear 
ftarry weather in the night. At ten in the morning faw 
Jand from the maft-head, which, the wind being favourable, 
we approached within two leagues diftance. 

According to the report, two fick; the well clear. La- 
titude in 51 degrees, 30 minutes; longitude in 25 degrees, 
2s minutes. Wind north-eaft; no current; courfe fouth- 
welt. ~ 

Tuefday, June 28. Altered our courfe to fouth one quar- 
ter eaft, to avoid the breakers in fight near the fhore. At 
feven, P. M. the wind frefhened from north-eaft to eal, 
and the fea arofe very irregularly, which caufed the veflel 
to labour. At eight, the fouthern extremity of the ifland 
being in fight, bearing north one quarter weft, we refumed 
= our 
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our courfe, as I was defirous of reconnoitring thefe iflands, 
which had been defcribed to me as fituated in the 48th 
degree of north latitude. At ten the wind {ettled at eaft, 

and blew with the utmoft violence ; I had only time to 
take in the fmall fails; the impetuofity of the wind re- 
duced the {well, and the fea became as level asa pond; we 
ran at the rate of ten knots and an half by the log under 
the mizen. At feven, A.M. the wind began to flacken, 
and permitted me to fet the top-fails, under which we failed 
with undiminifhed velocity. At ten, A.M. faw land right 
a-head, which at noon was only three leagues diftant. 

According to the report, one fick; the well clear. La- 
titude in 49 degrees, 6 minutes ; longitude in 22 degrees, 
40 minutes. Wind eaft; no current; courfe fouth-weft, 
one quarter fouth. 

Wednefday, June 29. Strong gales of wind through- 
out ; at three pafled a cape of the ifland Cufma; about 
five the horizon became clouded; and at fix we had a 
fhower, which did not laft long. The wind returned to 
the north-eaft, with fuch violence as carried away the fore 
and mizen top-mafts. The cargo fhiftedewith the fhock, 
and fix buts of water were ftaved. I was chagrined at this 
lofs, more particularly becaufe I was convinced that our 
cafks would not hold tight in a hot climate. 

According to the report, five fick ; the pump clear. La- 
titude in 48 degrees, 40 minutes ; longitude in 18 de- 
grees, 30 minutes. Wind north-eaft ; no current; courfe 
fouth-weft, one quarter weft. 

T hurfday, June 30. Hazy weather, with rain; wind 
fron north-eaft to north, with a heavy {well ag north- 
welt. 

As 
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As I was defirous of taking every precaution to fecure 
us again{t the inconvenience of the want of water, I gave 
orders for the regular diftribution of an allowance. But 
Mr. Stephanow came and reprefented to me, in the name of 
the company, that the allowance of bifcuit and water I had 
{et was not enough, and that they required twice as much, 
as well as an allowance of brandy, which they were in need 
of to keep up their fpirits. This proceeding of Mr. Ste- 
phanow irritated me to fuch a degree, that I threatened to 
throw him overboard if he continued his cabal. I recol- 
le&ted myfelf however, and was defirous of convincing him 
of the abfurdity of his conduct. But he paid no attention 
to me, and left the cabin with the groffeft invectives, with- 
out doubt with the intention of carrying his plot into exe- 
cution. To prevent this, I affembled the chiefs of the 
company, in order to confult what was beft to be done; for 
I was well convinced, from my knowledge of the indivi- 
duals who compofed Stephanow’s party, that they were dif- 
pofed to proceed to more ferious confequences. We had 
{carcely met, before we received information that Stephanow 
had encouraged a party of the affociates to broach a barrel 
of water to quench their thirft ; and with a view to per- 
fuade them more effectually, he had declared that we were 
near the Jand, as he was certainly affured by my own ob- 
fervattons and the charts I had compofed from the infor- 
mation of Mr. Ochotyn, &c. He told them, that he 
knew very well the reafon why I had determined not to 
anchor at this land, and promifed to tell the reafon 
in fecret another time; but that it was highly neceflary, 
at this moment, to compel me to obey their orders. This 
report determined us to go upon deck, to advife the affo- 

ciates 
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ciates to rcturn to their duty; ‘but we found them all armed, 
with Mr. Stephanow at their head, who {pared no impreca- 
tion againft me, and declared, that as the company had 
elected him chief, he would preferve my life merely for 
the purpofe of encreafing my fufferings. He then ordered 
his people to feize me; but luckily for me, Mr. Kuznec- 
zow thought of awakening the aflociates, who were afleep 
in their hammocks. Thefe came up the fore-fkuttle, to 
the number of nine, all armed, and prevented them from 
proceeding to violence. Being thus confined to the fore- 
caftle, we were {pectators of the greateft diforders, which 
Mr. Stephanow himfelf could not remedy; for the affociates 
of his party having entered the cabin, brought up three 
cafks of brandy ; and while this kind of provifion lafted, 
it was partly drank by them, and partly thrown about the 
deck. Inthe midft of this debauch the actors were inter- 
rupted by the night, and being all drunk, without know- 
ing what they did, or paying the leaft attention to the re- 
monftrances of Mr. Stephanow, thcy went down to reft. 
Seeing himfelf thus deftitute of all fupport, the unhappy 
wretch followed them, to reprefent the dangers they ex- 
pofed themfelves to by fuffering me to refume the au- 
thority. | 
_ We took advantage of their confufion to fhut the main 
hatchway; and while I went to vifit my cabin, Mr. Panow, 
with two afflociates, Sibaew and Loginow, feized Stephanow, 

whom they put in irons, and faftencd to the mizen-matt. 
At one in the morning Mr. Winbiadth informed me, that 
the revolters, heated by the great quantity of brandy they: 
had drank, and defirous of water, and at the fame time not 
knowing what they did, had ftaved fourteen cafks of water, 
4. which 
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which was entirely loft, and there remained no more than 
two cafks and an half in all. 

Such were the confequences of the rage which Stephanow 
had excited. My friends advifed me to feize the crimi- 
nals and put them all in irons. But J was too much affected 
with the profpect of our approaching mifery to think of ad- 
ding to our prefent and future unhappy refleGtions by an 
open diffention. 

At five o'clock, having taken the precaution to feize the 
arms of all who had followed the party of Stephanow, I muf 
tered the whole company on deck, where I expofed to them 
the conduct of Stephanow, and reprefented in ftrong terms 
the fufferings to which we were now expofed, without the 
poflibility of a remedy. The unhappy men, who had per- 
petrated the crime of lofing our water, were entirely igno-- 
rant of the circumftance when informed of it. Their defpair 
then burft forth in accufations of Stephanow, as the author 
of all that they had done. With one voice they demanded 
his death; they infifted on facrificing fuch a monfter, and it 
was not without the greateft dificulty that I prevailed on 
them to fpare his life. But as it was neceffary to fhew him 
that I had power to punifh crimes, I propofed that he 
fhould be declared unworthy of the fociety, and con- 
demned him to ferve as affiftant to the cook. ‘The fame 
fentence was paffed upon the Sieur Sudekin, fecretary at 
Kamchatka, whom I had brought away prifoner, and who 
had fince attached himfelf to Stephanow. Stephanow was 
then brought to the main-maft to hear his fentence, and as he 
fuppofed I fhould condemn him to death, he was mean 
enough to implore my compaffion, and {till meaner after he 
had heard his fentence read. He thanked me for the pity 

Vou. I. Le I had 
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I had fhewn on this occafion.. Mr. Panow, enraged at his 
pufilanimity, would have fhot him through the head, if I 
had not prevented him. 
_ According to the report, twenty-one fick; the pump: 
clear. Latitude in 47 degrees, 40 minutes; longitude in 
15 degrees, 30 minutes. Wind from north to north-eaft; 
no current; courfe. fouth-weft. | 

Friday, July 1, 1771. The wind drawing round to 
the weftward, and increafing with rain. Saw alarge quantity 
of floating weed; and the colour of the water appearing 
changed, founded feveral times, but got no bottom. The 
company employed in collecting rain water, of which we 
obtained two cafks. This fupply was very acceptable; but 
as the water tafted of tar, the affociates engaged to drink 
no other, in order to preferve the reft of our ftock for 
myfelf, the fick, and our female companions. Mr. Kuz- 
neczow informed me of this refolution. At the clofe of 
the evening it fell calm; but at two, A. M. the wind 
rofe, and blew frefh from north-weft, one quarter weft. 
At fix, M. Le Surin informed me that there ftill remained. 
four cafks of water, which were covered with the planks 
that formed the cabin of his lady. This account was very 
agreeable; but I ordered him. not to communicate his dif- 
covery to his affociates. This day we replaced the fore and 
mizen topmafts. 7 

According to the report, four fick; the pumps clear. 
Latitude in 46 degrees, 30 minutes; longitude in 12 de- 
grees, 35 minutes. Wind north north-weft; no current; 
courfe fouth-weft. | | 

Saturday, July 2. Clofe cloudy weather. At one, 
P.M. a fquall came on, with abundance of rain;_ after. 

1 which 
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which the wind flackened, and at three it became calm; 
but the rippling of the fea gave me reafon to apprehend 
that we were ina ftrong current. At * the 
{ea was fo agitated, that the veffel rolled very much, and 
it was not without fome apprehenfion, that I faw the main 
and mizen yards touch the furface of the water, At feven 
the weather became {qually from the @orth-weft quarter, 
from whence we had a ftrong gale. I had already taken in 
all the reefs: the courfe of the veffel through the water 
made a confiderable noife, occafioned by a current con- 
trary to its direction, and to which, no doubt, we were 
indebted for our prefervation; for, in the obfcurity of the 
night, we fhould not have been otherwife able to have 
avoided running afhore. The break of day rendered our 
danger evident, as we faw breakers at the diftance of three 
quarters of a league. J immediately founded, and got 
ground at thirty-fix fathoms, the bottom confifting of mud 
and broken fhells. At nine, A. M. we approached the 
fhore, and anchored in twenty-eight fathoms; after which I 
immediately fent the {mall boat on fhore, with Mr. Kuz- 
neczow, to examine the coaft, in order to difcover fome 
port or harbour. The ftrength of the wind, however, 
parted our cable, and drove us out; I therefore fired feve- 
ral guns for the boat, as I had little hope of reaching the 
coaft with {fo impetuous awind. The fear of lofing our boat 
and people, obliged me to lay to; but the current carry- 
ing us rapidly towards the fhore, I occafionally fet the 
mizen. This manceuvre fatigued the veffel greatly, and 
was frequently attended with evident danger of deftruc- 
tion. 


* A blank in the M.S. 
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According to the report, fix fick; the pump clear. 
Latitude in 45 degrees, 57 minutes; longitude in 11 de- 
grees, 30 minutes. Wind from north-welt, to north-weft, 
one quarter weft. 

Sunday, July 3. A very heavy gale froni north-weft 
to welt; fhip laying to, and firing minute guns, to recal 
the boat. At foug, P. M. we clued up the mizen, and 
the vefiel Bese at fwell, {hipped a confiderable quantity 
of water, and it was with fome difhculty that fhe was 
righted. The aflociates, at the clofe of day, being appre- 
henfive of being expofed to a repetition of the fame danger, 
infifted, that I fhould either continue my courfe, or run 
the veffel aground on a fand bank which they had ob- 
ferved. I reprefented to them, that it would be an a& of 
the utmoft barbarity to abandon nine of our moft faithful 
companions, upon an unknown land, to the mercy of the 
{avages; and that, therefore, I was determined rather to pe- 
rifh than quit the fhore ; as I would not confent to bear the 
reproach of having abandoned any of my companions. I 
told them, that I was afhamed of their want of delicacy, 
in making fuch a propofal as that of deferting their com- 
panions; and that, with regard to their fecond requeft, it 
was impoffible to carry it into execution, becaufe the wind, 
having veered round to the eaftward, did not permit us to 
reach the {hore at any particular fpot ; and the only means 
of accomplifhing this, confifted in abandoning the veffel to 
the current, which might probably throw us on the reef. 
For thefe reafons, I informed them that I was firmly re- 
folved to confent to no part of their propofal. This de- 
termined anfwer enraged them, and feveral of them threat- 
ened me; among thefe, Baylakin cried out, that he would 
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foon put an end to the difpute ; and, fnatching a knife out 
of the hands of one that ftood by, he ran towards me. I 
prevented his purpofe by firing a piftol, which fortunately 
difabled, without killing him. Upon this, feveral of the 
affociates prepared to enter into a conteft by main force; 
but the fight of Mefirs. Panow, Cruftiew, Baturin, Wyn- 
bladth, and feveral others, armed with piftols, and ready 
to obey my commands, checked their impetuofity. At 
length the night clofed in, without fight of our companions ; 
for this reafon I kept two fires on board, and fired cannon 
at regular intervals, About eight, the watch called out, 
that he heard a fhouting. We all ran to verify the fadt, 
and had the great fatisfaction to behold feveral flafhes, at a 
{mall diftance fromus. Their fhort duration convinced us 
that it was our companions, who fired their mufquets, in 
which circumftance we were not deceived. Ata quarter paft 
cight they came on board, on the larboard fide, not with- 
out fome rifk of ftaving the boat. Their happy return 
confounded the mutincers, who durft not fhew their faces. 
Mr. Kuzneczow gave me an account of the difficulties 
and fatigue attending his return; and, indeed, it was a mi- 
racle that the boat had been able to refift the forces of the 
fea. His report was, that, an hour after he left the veflel, 
he arrived near the fhore, but finding it impoflible to go 
on fhore, he was obliged to row round a headland, which 
fheltering him from the wind, prefented a favourable place 
of Janding in an harbour, where he found feveral boats at 
anchor, and a very large two-matted veflel ; that when he 
came on fhore, he faw inhabitants, cloathed in the Chinefe 
manner, in blue, with parafols. He accofted them with- 
out hefitation, having left his fix aflociates in the in 
The 
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The iflanders invited him to go further up the country; 
which he fhould have complied with, if he had not heard the 
fienal for hisreturn. At this fignal, he did every thing in 
his power, by figns and geftures, to convince the ifland:.. 
that he was obliged to return. They fhewed no defire to 
retain him; but al! which he could underftand, amounted 
to a wifh, on their part, to explain to him that the wea- 
ther was very unfavourable to go out to fea, and that he 
ought to flay on fhore, and return the next day in the 
morning. But that, when they perceived he was deter- 
mined to depart, one among the iflanders laid his hand 
upon his breaft, (a fign of friendfhip, as he underftood) 
and then prefented him with his parafol, and a pipe, with 
a little bag containing tobacco; that he himfelf, in return, 
having nothing about him to prefent to the iflander, had 
given him his fabre, mounted with filver; and that the 
iflander, charmed with his behaviour, had given him a 
knife. With refpect to the country, he informed me, that 
he had feen a number of hogs, but no black cattle; and 
that the huts, or fimall houfes, built near the fhore, were 
regularly placed, and perfectly fhaded by rows of trees, and 
the coaft appeared well wooded. 
This report, which was heard by all the company, excited 
a defire to go on fhore; and they intreated me to ufe every 
exertion to continue in its neighbourhood. I was no lefs 
interefted than themfelves, and therefore determined to 
keep near the fhore. But all our hopes vanifhed when we 
found the wind fax at the weft, with redoubled force. 
I endeavoured to keep my pofition till two A. M. but then 
being no longer able to lay to, I {et fail under the fore-ftay- 
fail, and departed at the rate of eight or nine knots an hour. 
At 
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At, day-break, the veffel was furrounded with porpoifes and 
various {ea birds, and the wind continued to frefhen. Plate 
I 2 contains a view of the fhore, taken by Mr. Kuzneczow. 

According to the report, four fick, one wounded ; pump 
clear. Latitude in 45 degrees, 20 minutes ; longitude in 
13 degrees, o minutes. Wind weft; courfe fouth-eaft, 
one quarter eaft. 

Monday, July 4. <A hard gale, with occafional fhowers, 
which gave me fome hope of its flackening; but unfor- 
tunately it continued with the utmoft violence, and de- 
prived me of every hope of regaining the coaft we had 
quitted ; I therefore hauled wind, and held on my courfe. 
This day I examined the parafol, which was brought by 
Mr. Kuzneczow. It was made of paper, foaked with oil, 
and painted with feveral Chinefe and Japanefe characters. 
The pipe was of a compound metal, of a white colour ; and 
the purfe, containing the tobacco, was embroidered {fatin. 
‘The knife was perfectly well tempered, and the handle was 
ivory, well finifhed. Thefe circumftances convinced me 
that the iflanders traded with the Japanefe. About fun-fet 
the wind abated, and permitted me to fet the mizen and 
clofe reefed topfails. 

According to the report, three fick, one wounded. La- 
titude in 44. degrees, 6 minutes; longitude in 12 degrees, 
Oo minutes. Wind weft; courfe fouth-fouth-welt. 

Tuefday, Fuly 5. Hot weather, and the wind veering 
round to the fouthward.. This day was employed in fetting 
up our rigging, which the hot weather had flackened. I 
likewise changed our fails, which were fo rent and _ 

that 
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that their effe& was confiderably diminifhed. I diftributed 
the old fails among the company, to make trowlers. 

This day a council was held to determine, whether we 
ought to fail for Japan; for as I had no pofitive know- 
ledge of any ifland, I thought it proper to take this courfe, 
to avoid the fufferings which threatened us for the want of 
provifions and water. Our provifions confifted of fix cafks 
of falt fith, and two cafks of dried fifth; but the dried fifh 
began to putrify by the heat, and convinced me that we 
could not ufe it much longer. All our bifcuit was con- 
fumed, and our whole refource confifted in thefe two cafks 
of dried fifh, with two cafks of rain watcr, and four cafks 
of fweet water. I could not, therefore, depend on more 
than fix or eight days provifion, and fourteen days drink. 
The council determined to hold our courfe towards Japan, 
but to put in at any ifland we might come in fight of. 
This refolution was communicated to the whole company, 
who were very fubmiflive, and confented to the decifion, 
from the fear of hunger. M. Meder, having infpected our 
provifion of falt fifh, affured me, that in one or two days I 
fhould be obliged to throw the whole overboard ; and, 
in order to turn it to the belt advantage, he advifed me to 
boil the falted fifh to the confiftence of a pafte, and after- 
wards dry the pafte into the form of bread, which might 
ferve us in cafe of extreme need. I very much approved 
of this advice, and gave him charge to carry it into execu- 
tion. The night was clear and flarry ; at fix, A.M. the 
wind became variable, and at ten it fixed at north-weft. 
This day we prepared lines for catching fifh, feveral of 
which we had feen. 
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According to the report, five fick, and one wounded ; 
the pump clear. Latitude in 43 degrees, 20 minutes ; 
longitude in 12 degrees, 8 minutes. Wind weft-fouth- 
welt, and north; courfe fouth-fouth-eaft. 

Wednefday, July 6. Clofe cloudy weather to the north- 
weft, but the rain having abated the force of the wind and 
the fwell of the fea, we fet all our fails, and direéted our 
courfe to the weftward. ‘This day we faw a quantity of 
floating fea-weed, and feveral birds, which directed their 
flight to the north-weft. The fifhermen took no more than 
two middling fized fifh, weighing together about three 
pounds, At fun-fet we heard thunder, for the firft time ; 
the fhip’s company thereupon entreated me to permit them 
to be bled, as, without that precaution, they apprehended 
bad confequences from the heat, which they had already 
began to feel. I confented to their requeft with fo much 
the more willingnefs, as the precaution could not be hurt- 
ful to their health. The night was dark, without any 
appcarance of the moon; but the veffel making great way, 
gave us fpirits. At day-break the quarterniafter called out 
land. I went on deck, and likewife miftook fome low 
clouds for land; but fun-rife diflipated the charm. In the 
morning Mr. Meder bled fifteen of the aflociates. 

According to the report, three fick, one wounded; the 
pump clear. Latitude in 43 degrees, 20 minutes; lon- 
gitude in g degrees, 4 minutes. Wind north one quarter 
weft; courfe weft one quarter fouth. 

Thurfday, July 7. Very fine weather, and {mooth 
water. The heat of the fun was fuch, that it melted the 
pitch off the fides of the veffel. I gave orders to pry it 
afrefh, and to wet the decks and fides every morning at 
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fun-rife. The heat of the fun being very troublefome, I 
cut up a fail to make an awning. ‘his day we fitted out 
the fhallop, and the company was employed in cleaning 
their arms, and making fmall cordage: the night was very 
fine. At nine, A.M. we faw fomething floating on the 
water, and immediately lowered the boat, and rowed to- 
wards it. The boats crew, on their return, brought another 
boat, very much damaged, and overfet. When we had got 
it on board, I obferved that it was a {mall fifhing boat, for I 
found fome lines, made of twifted filk, ftill faftened to it. 
The company, after examining the boat, undertook to re- 
pair it, to ferve in cafe of need. This day fifteen other 
affociates were bled. 

According to the report, three fick ; the wounded man 
able to come to work. Latitude in 42 degrees, o minutes; 
longitude in 6 degrees, 38 minutes. Wind north-north- 
welt; courfe fouth-weft one quarter fouth. 

Friday, July 8. The wind gradually increafing, with 
fine weather, and the fun fhining ftrong. This day we 
made a trial of the fifh-bread; we found it harfh, four, 
and very falt, but neceffity obliged us to eat it. At fun- 
fet, faw a great number of porpoifes, but could catch 
none. ‘The night was fine and clear, throughout. At 
day-break, four of the affociates prefented themfelves, in 
the name of the company, to afk forgivenefs, in favour of 
Mr. Stephanow; and as I was aflured of their fidelity to 
me, I promifed to comply with their requeft, with fo 
much more fatisfaction, as I defired nothing more ardently 
than to convince the company how much I was devoted to 
their wifhes. After their departure, I affembled a com-. 
mittee of the principal affociates, to whom I declared my 

| intention 
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intention to receive Mr. Stephanow again into our fociety. 
They all confented to my refolution, except Mr. Panow, 
who declared that I fhould have more than one occafion, 
hereafter, to complain of this infamous man, for whom, 
as a relation, he had fo much caufe to blufh. This day 
Mr. Meder bled twenty of the aflociates. | 

According to the report, three fick; the pump clear. 
Latitude in 41 degrees, 28 minutes; longitude in 4 de- 
grees, 26 minutes. Wind north-north-weft ; courfe fouth- 
weft one quarter weit. | 

Saturday, July 9. Purfuant to my refolution, I caufed 
Mr. Stephanow to be called, and acquainted him that he 
was forgiven, and received into our fociety; at the fame 
time that I exhorted him to defift, at length, from his en- 
mity to me, and reprefented to him, that he ought not to 
doubt the fincerity with which I offered my friendfhip, as 
it was entirely in my power to clear myfelf of him. He 
appeared extremely fatistied, and promifed, on his faith 
and honour, to condué himfelf with more delicacy in fu- 
ture: he {pared no oaths to confirm his repentance; and, 
as a final confirmation, he entreated me to aflemble the 
whole company, before whom he was defirous of publick- 
ly acknowledging his fault, and demanding pardon. And 
though I excufed myfelf, by obferving, that I neither could 
nor ought to permit fuch a proceeding on his part; yet he 
perfifted, and intreated thofe prefent to fecond his propofal; 
affuring them, that he fhould not enjoy any peace, until 
he had convinced the whole company that his heart and 
his words agreed. As J faw it was not in my power to 
change his refolution, I begged Mr. Cruftiew to comply 
with Mr. Stephanow’s demand. 

. Aaa 2 After 
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After the departure of Mr. Cruftiew with the penitent,. 
I exprefled my joy to Mr. Panow, to fee his relation at 
length recalled to reafon ; but this gallant man affured me, 
that I fhould find myfelf deceived in my hopes, as he knew 
him too well to hope for amendment. He added, that he be- 
lieved him, at that moment, to be truly difpofed to keep 
his engagement ; but that he would lay any wager, that, 
before cight days were expired, he would give new proofs. 
of the wickednefs of his difpofition; for which reafon, he 
ftrongly urged me never to place any confidence in fuch a 
wretch. 

At five P. M. word was brought, that the hoops of one 
of the water cafks had given way, and the water was en- 
tirely run out; and that another cafk was two-thirds 
empty; fothat no more than three cafks and fome pots of 
water remained, with about nine hundred pounds of ff 
dried, or in the form of bread. Ina ftate of extreme anx- 
iety, and extenuated by continual fatigue, I paffed a cruel 
night ; and as it was neceflary to conceal my uneafinefs: 
from the affociates, this reftraint overcame me to fuch a de- 
gree, that I was feveral times, during the night, ready to 
faint. ‘There was no reafon to hope for rain or dew, as the 
feafon unfortunately was dry ; and I had no knowledge of 
the pofition of the neighbouring lands, upon which I could 
place any well-grounded expetation. Atday-break I affem- 
bled the whole company, to give them an account of our fitua- 
tion, and to propofe that they fhould be put to the allow- 
ance of half a pound of fifh, and half a bottle of water a 
day ; and in order to convince them of the truth of what I 
afferted, I caufed the provifion of fifh to be brought upon 
deck, where, inftead of nine hundred pounds, we unfor- 
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tunately found only four hundred and fixty pounds;and upon 
examination, the water proved to be much lefs than three 
cafks. This fituation reduced them to defpair, for they af- 
fured me that it would be impoffible to fupport life on fuch 
an allowance of fuch food as the fifh, which likewife produced 
extreme thirlt. Their reprefentations were but too true, as I 
knew by my own experience; and to prevent every difpute 
concerning thediftribution, I divided our provifion among all 
the aflociates, and every one received his part, confifting of 
about four pounds and three quarters; and I referved the 
bifcuit, though damaged, for the ufe of the women. Se-. 
veral of the afflociates received their provifions, weeping 
bitterly ; and others curfed thofe who had led them to the 
revolution at Kamchatka.—Such was the icene which now 
prefented itfelf before my eyes. 

_ According to the report, fix fick; the pump clear. La- 
titude in 39 degrees, 40 minutes; longitude in 5 degrees, 
© minutes. Wind fouth-weft one quarter weft; courfe 
fouth-fouth-eatft. | 

Sunday, July ro. Clear weather, and exceflive hot; a 
ftrong breeze, but unfteady. At fun-fet the wind frefhen- 
ed, and the clouds drove along with great fwiltnefs. At 
eleven, P.M. it thundered, and the clouds broke; very 
little rain fell on board. At four A. M. handed the {mall 
fails. The veffel lying along, made a confiderable quantity 
of water; for this reafon, I gave orders for covering the up- 
per works with tarred fail cloth. 

Latitude in 38 degrees, o minutes; longitude in 5 de- 
grees, oO minutes. Wind weft-north-weft; courfle {ouch- 
weft one quarter fouth. 

: Monday, 
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Monday, July rx. A ftrong gale, and cloudy, with 


continual thunder and lightning. Prudence required us to 
lay to, but our fituation did not admit of it; for this rca- 
fon, I encouraged the affociates to continue the fervice, 
but unfortunately they were all fo difheartened, that I de- 
{paired of keeping the {hip by the wind. A dreadful night 
fucceeded this day, with every horrid circumftance that can 
be imagined at fea; the fore and mizen topfails were at once 
blown from the yards, and the noife of the torn fails en- 
creafed the fears of the company. The wind encreafed by 
fudden gufts, which threatened to difmait us entirely ; and 
as none of the affociates would go aloft, it was impoflible 
to hand the topfails. At three, A. M. the mizen maft 
was {plit by the lightning, but it did not take fire. The 
deck was conftantly filled with water; and if the wind had 
changed with that rapidity which I have fo often experi- 
enced in my navigation, we had been loft, without re- 
fource; happily, however, it continued in the fame 
quarter. 

According to the report, twenty-three fick; cleared the 
well from twenty-eight to fix inches water. Latitude in 
36 degrees, 25 minutes; longitude in 3 degrees, o mi- 
nutes. Wind weft-north-weft; courfe fouth-weft one 
quarter fouth. | ; 

Tuelday, July 12. Mefirs. Cruftiew and Panow re- 
prefented to me, that feveral of the affociates, having con- 
fumed their provifions, were in danger of perifhing b 
hunger, if I did not find fome expedient. They had al- 
ready broke forth in exclamations of defpair : being there- 
fore obliged to apply my thoughts to the invention of an 
expedient, I fell upon that of boiling fome {kins of beavers, 

| and 
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and feafoning them with whale oil. I communicated this 
idea to my friends, who received it with gratitude. To 
make atrial, I gave orders to fcald and clean a fkin, and 
then boil it. At fix, P. M. it was entirely prepared; and 
when I found that this ragout was capable of preferving us 
from dying with hunger, I immediately diftributed it to 
the affociates. The eagernefs with which they fet about 
preparing their meal, made them forget the danger we 
were in from the impetuofity of the wind, and it was not 
poflible to employ them in any other fervice on board; fo 
that the whole care of the veffel fell upon me and the of- 
ficers. Throughout the night the wind continued with 
unabated violence, and the {well of the fea began to threaten 
us with the laft extreme of danger; when all at once, 
about four, A. M. its force flackened, and I was not a 
little furprized to perceive that the fea became {mooth, al- 
moft immediately. This circumftance indicated the vici- 
nity of land, but in what direction to feek it, was a thing 
impoflible to be determined. At day-break my compa- 
nions thanked me for having employed my thoughts in pro- 
curing them fome nourifhment; and as there was no other 
provifion on board, I caufed fome fkins to be dreffed for 
the fick. Mr. Meder informed me, that feveral of the af- 
fociates had wafhed their fhoes and half boots, and that, at 
the inftant he was {peaking, there were more than twenty 
pair in the pot. In fad, this report was confirmed ; and 
I could only groan at the {cene of mifery, which, in the 
{pace of twenty-four hours, could not but be greatly en- 
creafed by the want of water. 

According to the report, twenty-nine fick; the pump 
clear, as ufual. Latitude in 395 degrees, 4 minutes; lon- 
1 | citude 
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gitude in 1 degree, o minutes. Wind weft-north-wett ; 
courfe fouth-weft one quarter fouth. 

Wednefday, July 13. The weather clearing up gra- 
dually, with fome intervals of fun-fhine, I gave orders to 
open the hatches, to air the veffel ; after which we cleared 
the wreck of the mizen maft, and bent another mizen ftay 
fail, which had been carried away, To replace the mizen 
maft, I made ufe of a main topmaft, which I had taken in 
exchange at Kamchatka; and, notwithftanding our weak- 
nefs, we fucceeded in getting it {tepped before dark. Dur- 
ing the time we were employed in this work, the women 
were bufied in unpacking the fkins. They confifted of 
feven hundred and eighty-two beavers, two hundred and 
fixty-cight foxes, and one thoufand nine hundred fables, 
all which were diftributed to the company. At day-brceak 
we difcovered a great quantity of floating weeds, and faw 
birds which refembled eagles. This fight renewed in my 
mind that glimpfe of hope, which alone enables us to fur- 
mount obftacles that appear invincible. About noon we 
obferved the clouds become black to the fouthward, and we 
waited with impatience for a {quall, to fupply us with fome 
provifion of water. Our expectation, however, was de- 
ceived, for the wind remained fteady. 

According to the report, twenty fick ; the pump clear as 
ufual. Latitude in 33 degrees, 50 minutes; longitude in 
958 degrees, 56 minutes. Wind weft-north-welt; courfe 
fouth-welt. | 

Thurfday, July 14. Clear hot weather; a ftrong and 
{teady breeze, with a following {well. Mr. Meder informed 
me, that there were no more than fifty pints of water on 


board, and that he thought it proper to keep at leaft half 
4 for 
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for the fick. I gave him orders accordingly, to referve 
half, and the reft was diftributed among the affociates at 
day-break. For my own part, having no longer any ex- 
pectation of means to remedy the want of water, I refigned 
myfelf to that fate, which overwhelmed me by fuch dread- 
ful trials, and being no longer able to find any ground for 
hope, I pafled the night in refpiring the cool air. he 
break of day at laft appeared, and the frefhnefs of the 
morning revived mea little. At feven I affifted in the dif- 
tribution of the water. My companions received it with 
avidity, and feveral among them drank it off at the inftant; 
others, more careful, were attentive in preferving it. Af- 
ter the diftribution, as I concluded it to be impoffible that 
I fhould much longer fupport life, and finding myfelf op- 
prefled with weaknefs, occafioned by hunger, I prefented 
my chart to the company, and pointed out to them, that 
we were {till two hundred and forty, or perhaps three hun- 
dred leagues from the coalt of Japan; that I had no know- 
ledge of any ifland near us, and that confequently fix or 
feven days would be required to reach it, even with a fa- 
vourable wind, of which there was no probable appearance; 
and as I did not apprehend that I could fupport life for 
fuch a length of time, in our prefent circumftances, 1 
thought it proper to point out to them, the courfe they 
might hold, in cafe they fhould be fo happy as to furvive. 
This natural confidence with which I opened my {fenti- 
ments to them, affected them ftrongly, and it was not 
without the moft forcible emotions, that I beheld them all 
eager to offer me a part of their lots. On this occafion, 
Sudiakow declared, that he fill had three falt fith in his 
cheft, which he offered me, as well as a pitcher of water, 
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which he had faved out of his own allowance. This noble 
action was univerfally applauded, and he received the fir- 
name of Generous, which the company gave him. Being 
forced to accept this afliftance, I confented, on condition 
of his fharing it with me. When I took the meridian al- 
titude, the company requefted me to dire&t my courfe to 
Japan. 

According to the report, eighteen fick ; the pump clear, 
as ufual. Latitude in 32 degrees, 36 minutes ; longitude 
in 357 degrees, 15 minutes. Wind from north-weft to 
north-north-weft; courfe fouth-fouth-weft. .. 

Friday, July 15. Fine weather, with the fun fhining 
ftrongly ; acurrent fetting to the weftward. Saw a num- 
ber of birds, among which we fuppofed fome to be land 
birds, which gave new hopes to the company. Several on 
board having drank the fea water, were feized with a vio- 
lent vomiting. Mr. Meder attempted to correct the fea 
water, by infufing tea in it; but this precaution did not 
deprive it of its bitternefs. I made a trial of it myfelf. 

At fun-fet, two of the company from the maft-head cried 
out land. Every one immediately hurried aloft; but the 
fun being fet, they could fee nothing. The men who 
thought they faw the land, informed me, that it lay a little 
to the fouthward of weft; I therefore fet all the fails, and 
ordered a {trong night watch; but having failed from the 
time they thought they faw the land, till four in the morn- 
ing, over a {pace of twenty-four leagues and three quarters, 
they were convinced that they had taken the clouds for the 
land. At five, A. M. nothing was feen from the maft- 
head but very thick clouds before us. At this time my 
dog, Neftor, ftood on the forecaftle, continually barking, 
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and {nuffing up the air. Mr. Meder obferving this cir- 
cumftance, ran to me, and affured me, that he no longer 
doubted of the vicinity of the land, as he knew it to be 
ufual for dogs to {mell it. Mr. Kuzneczow himfelf went 
to the top maft-head, {wearing that he would not come 
down until he faw the land. At eight he called out land, 
but a moment after, cried, that he had miftaken clouds for 
the land. Atnine, Saccharie, my American, looking out 
a-head with the reft, called out, Alakfina, Alakfina, and 
pulled me towards the forecaftle, faying in Ruffian, of 
which he had learnt fome few words, ‘* Come along.” 
When I came on the forecaftle, he fhewed me the place 
with his finger, continually repeating Alakfina, though 
none of us could difcover any thing. I called out to Mr. 
Kuzneczow, informing him, that the American faw land; 
but Kuzneczow replied, that he faw nothing. I therefore 
fent Saccharie to the maflt-head, to fhew him the place, 
and fent up my telefcope. At half pait nine, Mr. Kuz- 
neczow at laft called out land. On his affurance, I went 
up myfelf, and had the pleafure to fee, at laft, the profpedct 
of our fufferings being mitigated. At eleven, the land be- 
ing evident before us, I founded, and got ground in twenty- 
eight fathoms; and after failing within a quarter of a 
league of the coaft, we anchored in fourteen fathoms. 

According to the report, twenty-fix fick ; the pump 
clear. Latitude in 92 degrees, 47 minutes; longitude in 
355 degrees, 8 minutes. Wind north one quarter weft ; 
courfe weft 5 degrees north. 

Saturday, July 16. At anchor, near an ifland, at one 
quarter of a league diftance, in eighteen fathom water. 
Wind from north to north-north-weft. At two, P. M. 
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fent Mr. Panow and Kuzneczow afhore, with twelve affo- 
ciates in the canoe, to examine the coaft, and endeavour 
to find fome harbour, in which we might moor in fafety. 
I fent feveral cafks likewife, that they might bring fome 
water. At mine we faw three fires on fhore, which were 
the fignal of the difcovery of an harbour ; but the fires ap- 
. peared to us to be two leagues diftant to the north-weft of 
our anchorage. At eleven the boat returned with four 
men, and fome water, which was eagerly confumed.  Si- 
baew informed me, that Kuzneczow had difcovered a very 
commodious bay, on the northern fide of the ifland, into: 
which fell a rivulet of frefh water ; and that he begged I 
would fend back the boat, that he might return, at day- 
break, and conduét the veffel to her moorings. This hap- 
py news was very comfortable to every one on board; but 
the continuation of his narrative was ftill more fatisfactory,. 
when he affured me, that there was a quantity of hogs and. 
and goats on the ifland. At this recital every one was de- 
firous of going on fhore ; and it was with the greateft dif- 
ficulty that I could retain a few of them on board to work 
the fhip. The affociates, attending only to their own wants,, 
feized the fhallop, and departed, to the number of forty- 
nine. After the departure of the fhallop, I fent the fmall 
boat likewife, armed with fix men, to obey the orders of 
Mr. Kuzneczow. 

At a quarter paft five, A. M. weighed, and made fail 
under the topfails. At fix, faw the fmall boat out at fea, 
and continued my courfe along the coaft, north-wcft one 
quarter north; the profpect on fhore was very agrecable. 
At eight it became calm, and I was obliged to anchor again 
in twelve fathoms. At the fame time I gave orders to Mr. 
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Kuzneczow to go in fearch of the fhallop, that they might 
return, and tow the vefielin. At half paft nine the fhal- 
lop and: canoe arrived, and I entered the bay, in which I 
moored in fix fathom water, and at the diftance of fixty 
fathoms from the fhore. One of our cables was faftened on 
the fhore, and the fheet anchor was down, at the diftance 
of one hundred and twenty fathoms to feaward. 

According to the report, eighteen fick ; the pump clear. 
Latitude in 32 degrees, 47 minutes; longitude in 355 de- 
grees, eight minutes. Wind north the farft part, afterwards 
calm ; courfe weft, 5 degrees north and north- weft. 

Sunday, July 17. Sent the fick and the women on 
{hore, leaving only four men and two officers on board, as 
a guard. Employed this day in cutting wood, and erecting 
huts and tents, as well as a ftorehoufe, to land our whole 
eargo. Mr. Wynbladth undertook. to raife a battery, in 
which he placed two three pounders. The aflociates, who 
had gone on fhore the day before, brought feveral pieces of 
game for the fick, anda goat; others brought different 
fruits and plants, of adelicious tafte. I forbad them, how- 
ever, to eat them raw; but when boiled or roafted, they 
proved very good, and wholefome. The abundance of 
water, and plenty of provifions, foon made the company 
forget their paft fufferings ; and their converfation ran en- 
tirely on the happy and comfortable fituation before them. 
For my part, I rejoiced at the event, which had delivered 
me from the horrors of a cruel death, and. the reproaches of 
my companions. | 

The night was fine, but the beauty of the fky did not 
prevent me from employing the whole in fleep; for my 
frame, exhaufted with fatigue and watching, had need of 
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reft. At day-break, I affembled the whole company, to 
appoint the different {ervices. Some received orders to 
guard the veflel; others were employed in the ffhery, in 
the chace, or in ‘fetting up the water butts; repairing the 
fails, &c. After this dalton of their labours, I de- 
clared my intention, that, as foon as we had made up our 
provifions, I would fet fail for Manilla, on the Phillipine 
iflands, from whence we might molt eafily return into 
Europe. My declaration was received with great coolnefs, 
and the company replied, that they had need of repofe, in 
the firft place; and afterwards, they would confider what 
{teps were the beft to be taken. 
According to the report, eighteen fick. 
Monday, July 18. On fhore, on the ifland of Liquor; 
a name which my companions gave to this ifland, on ac- 
count of the excellent water they found here. At two, 
P.M. Loginow, who had been fent to difcover the inte- 
rior part of the ifland, with four aflociates, returned, and 
brought pine apples and bananas, in great quantities, with 
feveral bundles of wood, with which, he affured me, the 
ifland abounded. But hit which excited the greateft afto- 
nifhment, was fome pieces of rock cryftals, and ftones, 
containing metallic particles, which were very heavy, and 
fhone like gold. The fight of the cryftal inflamed the 
imagination of my affociates: they began to reafon upon 
the circumftances, and concluded, that as the furface of 
the carth produced cryftal, it doubtlefs contained diamonds 
at a greater depth. ‘The mineral they had found, could 
be nothing, in their opinion, but gold. It was to no 
purpofe that I reprefented, that appearances were often 
fallacious; that rock cryftal would not change into dia- 
monds ; 
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monds ; and that the pretended ore of gold, might be no- 
thing more than marcafite. My reprefentations were not 
attended to; the illufion had taken too ftrong hold of their 
minds, to be diffipated in as fhort a time as it was formed ; 
and the vivacity with which the aflociates had made their 
refolutions, gave me reafon to apprehend ferious confe- 
quences. Five of them prefented themfelves to declare, 
that the affociates, being worn out with the fatigue and 
fufferings they had experienced during their voyage, had 
determined to fix their abode upon the ifland for fome 
months; and that with fo much the greater readinefs, as 
they found fufficient abundance of provifions; and that, 
during this whole time, they meant to employ themfelves 
in digging into the earth, to collect a quantity of ore, and 
to blow up the rocks, with a view of coming at the bafis of 
the cryftal, that they might colle& a quantity of gold and 
diamonds, which would be ufeful to them on their return 
to Europe. They accompanied this declaration with oaths, 
that they were determined not to change their refolution ; 
and they demanded, that I would give them my promife 
to conform to their will; but as I did not think proper to 
give my word immediately, I difmiffed them with a pro- 
mife, that I would confider of their propofitions, and give 
them my final anfwer the next morning. 

After their departure, I aflembled my friends, to deli- 
berate upon the fteps proper to be taken. They advifed 
me to fubmit to the pleafure of the company, as the law 
of the ftrongeft; and reprefented to me, that the aflociates, 
being on fhore, would liften to no reafon: and as I was 
well acquainted with their obftinacy, I had every rcafon to 
expect they would come to extremities. Their advice 
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gave me no confolation ; for, by yielding to the will of the 
company, I had nothing to expe@ but intrigues and ¢a- 
bals, the iffue of which might be of fatal confequences te 
my party. I therefore paffed the night im contriving pro- 
jes to bring them to their fenfes. 

At day-break I found my tent furrounded with the affo- 
ciates, who demanded my refolution. My friends kept at 
a diftance, to affift mein cafe of need. In this fituation, I 
thought it beft to reprefent to them, that I had determined 
to have the ore examined, to be convinced whether it 
contained gold or not; for I thought it would be very ab- 
furd to give ourfelves the trouble of collecting ftones, with- 
out deriving any advantage from them. I therefore re- 
quefted my companions to nominate two amongft them- 
felves, who under{ftood metallurgy, to make the aflay ; and 
at the fame time declared to them, that in cafe the ore 
turned out produdtive, I would immediately determine to 
remain upon the ifland, as long as they thought proper: but 
that the difcovery of the cryftal would avail us nothing, as I 
was well aflured that cryfial was never found in diamond 
mines. The aflociates were fo firmly perfuaded that the 
ore could be nothing elfe but gold, that they were fatisfied 
with my anfwer; and deputed Andreanow and Ribnikow, 
two goldfmiths, to make the aflay.. It was with the greateft 
fatisfaction that I gained fo far on the minds of fuch a num- 
ber of headftrong people. My friends complimented me 
upon my fuccefs; and Mr. Panow aflured me, that he 
would do every thing in his power to deftroy the cabal, 
which he fuppofed to be the work of Mr. Stephanow. 

According to the report, fourteen fick. 

4 Tuefday, 
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Tuefday, July 19. Fine calm weather, but exceflively 
hot. This day a large quantity of fifh was brought, half 
of which I caufed to be dried, for our provifion, and the 
other half was diftributed among the company. Mr. Ba- 
turin informing me, that our ftock of falt was confiderably 
diminifhed, propofed to make a boiling; I gave him three 
Kamchadales to affift him. About two I made an excur- 
fion into the country, in company with Mr. Panow and 
Mr. Wynbladth: we found it very agreeable, and abound- 
ing with cocoa nuts, orange and banana trees, with a cer- 
tain fruit which refembled pears, but as they were too acid, 
we did not eat them. On one of the {mall hills, we found 
feveral pieces of cryftal, and of cinnabar; but the moft 
agreeable difcovery we made, confifted in the fight of about 
fifty hogs. We followed them, with a view of killing 
fome ; when the young pilot, Potofliow, came to inform 
me, that Mr. Stephanow had aflembled a party of the affo- 
ciates, to whom he had fpoken with emphafis, and that 
they had all retired into the wood, to make an oath. Upon 
this information, we returned’ towards our camp, where 
we arrived at the beginning of the night, which was one of 
the moft beautiful I ever beheld: the fky was without a 
cloud, and the ftars fhone with a brilliancy and luftre that was 
delightful to behold. I firft directed my {teps towards the tent 
of Mr. Cruftiew, who was fuprized to hear the relation of 
my difcovery ; and aflured me, that throughout the whole 
day, he had not quitted Stephanow, except for half an 
hour, which appeared to him to be too fhort a time to form a 
confederacy: but Mr. Panow affured him that Mr. Stephanow 
was capable of any thing ; and that he believed him to be 
guilty. The former behaviour of the man, led me to adopt 
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the opinion of Mr. Panow; and I thought proper to take 
meafures to prevent a plot. With this intention, I affem- 
bled thofe friends to whom I could fpeak with confidence ; 
their number amounted to-thirty-fix perfons. I immedi- 
ately detached fix on board, to relieve thofe in the veffel ; 
twelve others were difpofed to guard our {mall pieces on 
fhore, and the reft remained under arms, to keep a regular 
guard, without affording any caufe of fufpicion. Things 
being thus difpofed, I waited for day-break. At feven in 
the morning, the hunters were the firft who prefented 
themfelves, to inform me that they had been unfuccefs- 
ful, and had feen nothing; though I was well aflured that 
they had been with Stephanow, mftead of following the 
chace. I concealed my difpleafure; but could hold no 
longer, when I heard that all thofe whom I had appointed. 
to repair our cafks and fails, had refufed to continue 
their work. I therefore gave orders for a general meeting 
to be held at noon. 
According to the report, eight fick. | 
Wednefday, July 20. Weather as yefterday. The 
company being aflembled, I explained our fituation, in 
{trong terms; and the pains which I had conftantly taken 
to fatisfy the defires of the company. 1 complained of their 
ingratitude towards me, which was fhewn in a new mutiny. 
I took notice of the obftinacy of the people not to work, 
which would lead us to the moft dreadful necefhity; and I 
demanded the reafons which had led them toa refolution fo 
unworthy of men of fpirit and honour. Several of the affo- 
ciates pointed out Mr. Stephanow, and cried out, “ Speak, 
‘‘ and we will fupport you.”” Upon this fignal the wretch 
{fpoke, by loading me with inveétives, and threatening 
| | both 
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beth myfelf and Mr. Panow with fpeedy death. I inter- 
‘rupted him in his imprecations, and made a fpeech, in 
which I thanked the affociates for having hitherto fhared 
my labours. I declared that 1 had preferved the command 
over them for no other reafon, than to preferve their lives, 
in a voyage of great danger and difficulty; but that, at pre- 
fent, as the greateft dangers were paft, I fhould entirely 
{furrender the command ; and that they had nothing to do, 
but chufe a chief. With refpe& to myfelf, I informed 
them, that as I had nothing more to hope from men {fo 
deftitute of honour and probity, I was determined to quit 
them, and live rather with the wild beafts, than among a 
fet of ungrateful men, whofe future conduct could not fail 
to be made up of crimes and wickednefs. After this dif- 
courfe, I retired; faying, ‘‘ Let thofe who have affection 
“¢ and attachment follow me.” I was followed by thofe 
whofe attachment I knew, and by twenty-two others, who 
had appeared, till then, doubtful. On my return into my 
tent, I found myfelf with fifty-two companions, befides fix 
on board. I had nothing, therefore, to fear from the con- 
{pirators, and employed the night in deliberating what was 
beft to be done. At day-break, I was informed of the 
arrival of deputics from Stephanow’s party ; who informed 
me, that having made themfelves mafter of the veffel, they 
had it in their power to abandon me; but that their defigns 
were more noble, as they affured me, that they would 
acknowledge me for their chief and king, provided I would 
promife to remain upon the ifland with them; and that, 
to convince me that they were not come to impofe upon me, 
three of their party would remain with me; and the com- 
pany, as foon as they fhould be informed of my refolution, 
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would put Mr. Stephanow into my hands, that I might 
have nothing to fear on his part. The furprize of the vef- 
fel, filled me with confternation ; but I concealed it as well 
as I could. My difgrace appeared inevitable; for what 
could I do upon a defert ifland without a veffel? For 
this reafon, in order to recover fome influence over thefe 
headftrong people, I invited’ them to a meeting, at which 
I promifed to difcover the fentiments of my mind. The 
company immediately aflembled, excepting Mr. Stephanow 
with ten affociates, who were on board. [ then reprefented 
to them, that no one among them could be more truly 
defirous of fixing his refidence on this happy ifland, than 
myfelf, but that various reflections prevented me from 
adopting this refolution; and in order to fhew them that. 
they were well-founded, I declared to them, that our com- 
pany confifting of a great number of men, and only eight wo- 
men, the difproportion would hinder our union ; and that, 
in fact, it was merely this want of women which had pre- 
vented me from making the propofal to them of fixing our 
refidence upon the ifland: But at length, as I faw they 
had taken their refolution, I would acquiefce in their withes, 
upon one fingle condition. Hereupon, they all cried out, 
‘¢ Hear, hear.”” I then declared, that my intention was to 
fail for Japan, and there make a defcent near a town, from 
which we would carry off as many women as we could feize, 
together with cattle and grain. [I concluded, by pro- 
tefling, that if they would engage to fecond me in this 
project, I would promife to fettle with them upon the ifland, 
to which we might eafily return, and that one month would 
be fufficient for carrying the-project into execution. I had 
{carcely finifhed my declaratioggghefore they all exclaimed, 
1 “d ‘“« Long 
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& Long live our Chief, long live our General ;”’ and they 
came one after the other to kifs my hand. 

Finding them brought to this point of fubmiffion, I re- 
quired them to go on board, and bring Stephanow on 
fhore ; for I declared my apprehenfion, left that madman 
might end his exploits by fetting fire to the veflel. This 
fear took fuch inftantaneous hold.of their minds, that they 
ran with the greateft precipitation to the landing-place. 
Stephanow feeing his party run, fuppofed them to be at- 
tacked by my people, and came on fhore to join them; but 
he was ftrangely furprized, when his own party feized him, 
and brought him to me, where I confined him under the 
guard of Mr. Sibaew. 

According to the report, four fick, and one prifoner. 

Thurfday, July 21. A light breeze from the eaftward, 
and fine weather. I aflembled the company, to renew 
their oath of fidelity and obedience towards me; at the 
fame time that I made oath, that, after having carried our 
enterprize upon Japan into execution, I would return to 
the ifland of Liquor, to make the fettlement of our com- 
pany. _After.this ceremony, I gave orders for continuing 
the works, the chace, fifhery, and collecting of fruits and 
vegetables, for our voyage. With regard to Mr. Stepha- 
now, I releafed him from confinement, on condition that 
he fhould publickly beg pardon of all the company; but as 
it was no longer convenient that I fhould entruft him with 
any part of the fervice, I contrived that the company 
fhould declare him mcapable of holding any employ. This 
unhappy man requefted me to leave him upon the ifland, 
but I refufed to comply with the fuggeftions of his defpair, 
by reprefenting to him, that I hoped to mitigate his dif- 
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gxace, when we fhould return again to the ifland, for I 
durft not acquaint him with my: real intentians. My cle- 
mency aftonifhed him, and he acknowledged himfelf guilty, 
&c. The affociates being delighted with the proje& af 
forming a new colony, which might hereafter become an 
empire, worked all night, and, as Mr. Panow informed 
me, entirely neglected the aflay of the ore, with the firm 
intention of performing that part of their {cheme upon their 
return. The night was clear and frefh, and the whole com- 
pany in good health. The ffh we caught were very good, 
and wholefome, and our meals were diverfified with excel- 
lent fruits and game. Mr. Panow, having taken with him 
fix good mark{men, went out to fhoot hogs. At day- 
break I found the affociates {till at work ; and our bufineds 
went on with {pirit. 

At nine, I gave orders to carry all our provifions on 
board, and eighteen cafks, which had been fet up and fil- 
led with water. Mr. Baturin having taken an account of 
our provifions, fhewed that we were very well ftored for 
one month. ‘This day I gave orders to erect a crofs, with 
the following infcription:— | 

‘© In the year 1771, on the 16th of July, the corvette 
«¢ St. Peter and St. Paul, anchored in the harbour of this 
“¢ ifland, commanded by Maurice Auguite de Benyow{zky, 
‘© Magnate of Hungary and Poland, General of the Re- 
“ publick of Poland; made prifoner of war by the Ruffians, 
© and exiled, by order of the Czarina, to Kamchatka, from 
“© whence he had the good fortune to make’ his efcape, by 
“ the force of his courage. This ifland is not inhabited : 
“¢ it abounds with different wild fowl; the fea affords excel- 
“‘ lent fifth, and its fruits and water are wholefome. It is 
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“¢ fituated in 32 degrees, 47 minutes latitude, atid 355 de- 
«¢ grees, 8 minutes longitude, from Bolfha, in Kam- 
*¢ chatka.” | | 

According to the report, one fick. 

Friday, July 22. Mr. Panow, on his return from the 
chace, brought us two boars, and feveral pintado birds. 
We falted the flefh, and carried it on board. At four, our 
effects being on board, and the wind frefhening from the 
eaftward, I determined to raife our camp, and give orders 
for our embarkation : at nine in the evening all the people 
were on board; we were employed till eleven in unmoor- 
ing, and exactly at midnight I fet fail, the weather being 
very clear, and the wind blowing frefh from the eaftward. 
We got out of the harbour with difficulty ; but when once 
we had doubled the point, we had a calm fea, and as fine 
a wind as we could wifh, with which we failed pleafantly 
along. Finding myfelf at length under fail, and having 
nothing more to fear, I had a quiet fleep. At day-break 
the land was out of fight, and gaicty prevailed among the 
aflociates, who did not feem difpofed to make any com- 
plaints on the want of provifions or water. 

According to the report, one fick. Latitude in 32 de- 
grees, 56 minutes north ; longitude in 353 degrees, 57 mi- 
nutes. Wind eaft; no current; courfe weft 5 degrees north. 

Saturday, July 23. Fine hot weather, with a frefh 
breeze from eaft-north-eaft, and a long fwell; the fea yel-. 
lowifh, and entirely changed in colour, which induced me 
to found, but we found no bottom. At five, faw a double 
rainbow. ‘The affociates complaining of exceflive thirft, I 
caufed them to put nitre in their drink, which they had. 
compofed of fruits boiled in water. 

2 According 
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- According to the report, one fick; the pump cleared. 
Latitude in 33 degrees, 13 minutes north; longitude in 
352 degrees, o minutes. Wind eaft-north-eaft ; current 
from the fouthward; courfe weft-north-weft 5 degrees 
welt. | | | 
Sunday, July 24. Exceflive hot weather, inclined to 
fqually, the wind becoming irregular, and by fudden puffs 
changing from eaft to north; a {well from north-weft. At 
fix, faw land, which we perceived to be an ifland, and fail- 
ed round it, to the northward, In the night the wind fixed 
at the north-eaft, and continued frefh. This day, per- 
ceiving that all our rigging was flack, I caufed it to be fet 
up. | 
"ial to the report, all well; the pump clear. 
Latitude in 33 degrees, 27 minutes north; longitude in 
349 degrees, 34 minutes. Wind north-eaft; current from 
fouth to north; courfe weft one quarter north. | 
Monday, July 25. The heat increafing, and the wind 
continuing with the fame force. Saw a number of black 
ferpents along-fide. At four, P. M. faw feveral bufhes 
floating along-fide, feveral of which we hooked in ; a piece 
of filk was faftened to one of them. This difcovery con- 
vinced me that we were near Japan; but as I found no 
bottom, I inferred that we were in the Archipelago of iflands, 
which furrounds Japan. I therefore kept a good look out 
in the night; luckily, however, we met with no obftacle. 
At day-break, the men at the maft-head called out land, 
but we could not perceive it from the deck till between 
nine and ten; and afterwards, as our courfe led us right 
towards it, we faw it very diftinétly at noon, 
| | | | According 
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According to the report, all well; the pump clear. 
Latitude i IN 33 degrees, 28 minutes noueks longitude 347 
degrees, o minutes. Wind eaft-north- caft; current fouth; 
courfe weft. 

Tuefday, July 26th. Very fine weather, with a hot 
fun. Made fail for the north cape of the ifland, which we 
{oon pafled. The affociates requefted me to permit them 
to land, the firft opportunity, in order to examine thofe 
iflands, which might probably be inhabited. I promifed 
to fatisty their defire, and that with fo much the more rea- 
dinefs, as it was of effential confequence to examine the 
neighbouring coafts, of which I had no pofitive chart with 
me, except a few pofitions of head-lands, which I procured 
out of different collections, at Kamchatka. At half paft 
three, P. M. Mr. Kuzneczow, being at the maft-head, 
called out a fail, and foon after four; and, ina fhort time, 
he declared that a great number were in fight. I imme- 
diately went aloft, with a perfpective glafs, and faw that it 
was a fleet; among which I perceived three large veffels, 
and that the whole were ftanding to the north-weft. The 
approach of night prevented my reaching this fleet. We 
handed the lower fails, to be in readinefs to come to; and in 
the night I advanced, with the lead conftantly out; but at 
three, A.M. we fet all our fails, and at fix low land appeared 
in fight, a-head. At nine, being at the diftance of no 
more than two leagues, I {tood off and on, and fent the 
{mall boat, with Mr. Kuzneczow and fix affociates, to 
make difcoveries upon the ifland. 

According to the report, all in good health; the 
fhip near an ifland. Latitude in 33 degrees, 41 mi- 
nutes; longitude 345 degrees, o minutes. Wind north- 
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eaft ; current from the fouthward; courfe weft one quarter 
north. | | 

Wednefday, July 27. Upon approaching the ifland, 
the current drove us to the weftward, near feven leagues 
in five hours. I fired feveral guns, as a fignal for the 
{mall boat to return, but not feeing her, I came to anchor, 
at three, P. M. in forty-eight fathoms. The boat did not 
return till eight. Mr. Kuzneczow informed me, that the 
ifland was not inhabited, but that he had found feveral 
huts, built of planks, round which he faw a quantity of 
fifth bones, whence he inferred that the = fre- 
quented this ifland only for the purpofe of fifhing. The 
night being clear and ftar-light, weighed anchor precifely 
at midnight, with a light breeze, and {mooth water. At 
four A.M. faw an ifland on the larboard hand, and at fix 
another land on the ftarboard. I direéted my courfe 
through the channel, and about eleven was in the midft of 
the channel. At noon I caufed a fketch* to be taken of 
the northern extremity of the ifland, which bore fouth-eaft, 
and the land on the ftarboard, which bore from north to 
north-weft. 

According to the report, all well; the fhip in good condi- 
tion. Latitude in 33 degrees, 44 minutes north; longi- 
tude in 343 degrees, 12 minutes. Wind north-eaft. one 
quarter eaft; current from the fouth, courfe weft by north ; 
depth of water thirty-eight fathoms. 

Thurfday, July 28. Very fine weather, but hot; an 
irregular fea, with a ftrong current from fouth-eaft to 
north-weft. At one, P. M. faw another land to the fouth- 


* Thefe have not come to the hand of. the editor. 
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weft, and I refolved to continue my courfe through the 
channel, with the boat a-head, and the lead conftantly 
going. At five, faw three veffels, at the diftance of four 
leagues a-head, ftanding acrofs the ftreights, from fouth to 
north. Inthe night we faw fires on all the coafts. A.M. 
made fail, and at day-break we entered a bay; and as the 
lead fhewed that the bottom was regular, I ftood in for the 
fhore, with fo much the greater fafety, as the current was 
againft us. At eight our foundings were fixteen fathoms, 
coral rock, and fand. Our vefiel appeared to be in the 
midft of a foreft, for there were near one thoufand veffels 
around us, who were bufied in the fifhery, without giving 
themfelves any trouble at fight of us. Several of them paf- 
fing near us, cried out, Fiafi to Holland, Fiaffi to Sindzt; 
and the others cried out, /Vamandabuz. At eleven, a 
veflel, very neatly built, approached and hailed us: her 
ma{ts were ornamented with ftreamers, and feveral colours, 
upon which I perceived fome in{fcriptions ; but as we were 
at a lofs to reply to the captain in the Japanefe language, he 
at laft fent us his yawl, with cordage, and by the gefticu- 
lations of his failors, we comprehended that he meant. to 
affift in towing us. I immediately pafled the ends of two 
hawfers on board the yawl which carried them on board 
their own veflel; they immediately lowered their fails, 
and by means of upwards of eighty rowers, they towed us 
along with incredible fwiftnefs. When we came near the 
fhore, I anchored in twelve fathoms, at the fame time caft- 
ing off the hawfers, which were brought back by the Ja- 
panefe yaw], none of whofe people would confent to come 
on board; and when I was defirous of making them fome re- 
turn, they refufed, at.the fame time pointing to their 
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necks, doubtlefs by way of letting me know that they 
durft not accept any thing, under pain of death. 
According to the report, all well; at anchor in a bay at 
Japan. By eftimate, latitude in 33 degrees, 56 minutes 
north; longitude in 342 degrees, 20 minutes. Wind 
north-eaft one quarter eaft; no current; at anchor in 
twelve fathoms; off fhore three quarters of a league. 
Friday, July 29. Ina bay onthe coaft of Japan; fine 
weather, but exceflive hot. Wind variable from north- 
eaft to fouth-eaft, and a {trong tide.. Gave orders for im- 
mediately preparing our arms for fervice, and loading our 
cannon with grape-fhot, to be ready in cafe we fhould be 
attacked, as my companions preterided. At two, P. M. 
ordered: Mefirs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow on {hore, 
with twelve armed men. Mr. Wynbladth was charged 
with a letter, written in Dutch, containing a declaration 
refpecting my voyage, and a requeft for a fupply of provi- 
fions. With the letter I fent three beaver fkins, and fix 
martens, asa prefent to the chief of the place; but asI did 
not think proper to expofe my people to the mercy of the 
inhabitants, I weighed, and towed the veffel, by means of 
the fhallop, to the diftance of two hundred fathoms from 
the fhore, where I anchored in five and one-half fathoms, 
fine fand. Soon after we faw three {mall boats row to- 
wards ours, and afterwards followed them.on fhore. The 
interpofition of a rock, prevented us from feeing their 
landing, which gave me great uneafinefs. My uneafinefs 
increafed every hour, as I faw no one return till nine at 
night, when the centinel called out, that he obferved three 
fires approaching the veffel. Having feen the appearance 
myfelf,. I armed the fhallop with fixteen men, and a 
, _ them. 
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them upon difcovery. They foon returned, and Mr. Pa- 
now, who was commanding officer, called out, that our 
boat was on its return, attended by two boats of the coun- 
try, and that our people appeared joyful. Soon after, we 
heard Mr. Kuzneczow,. who called out to us to throw them 
three ropes; which being immediately done, Mr. Wyn- 
bladth came on board, with a Japanefe, very well cloathed; 
and armed with a fabre. He came on board with confi- 
dence, and made a long harangue, every word of which 
was perfectly unintelligible tome. In order, however, that I 
might comprehend fome part of it, I fent for Bocfarew, 
who had learned this language during the fpace of three 
years, at Irkuczk, in Siberia, from a Japanefe, who had 
efcaped fhipwreck at Kamchatka, and after being taught 
the Ruffian language, at Mofcow, was maintained. by the 
fenate to teach Japanefe to the Siberians. Unfortunately 
it turned out that Bocfarew had forgotten moft part, and re- 
membered only a few compliments, with which he regaled 
the Japanefe. But as I was anxious to know the report of 
Mefirs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow, I configned the Ja- 
panefe to Mefirs. Panow and Bocfarew, who: introduced him 
into my cabbin. The following was the report of Mr. 

Wynbladth :— , 

‘* As foon as we were joined by the Japanefe boats, 
‘who came to mect us, they made a fign by placing 
‘© each his left hand on his breaft; we did the fame; and 
‘< after this ceremony, the Japanefe made a thoufand other 
“ fions, none of which we underftood, excepting that they 
«¢ wifhed us to goon fhore. I went on fhore, with eighit 
“« affociates, leaving four inthe boat, to keep her afloat. We 
“ there found two hundred men on hor fe-back, and an equal 
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‘© number on foot, armed with bows and lances, who like. 
‘¢ wife faluted us politely; but perceiving that we were 
‘© defirous of repairing to the town or village we faw before 
‘Cus, they offered us horfes; we mounted, and were thus 
‘¢ conducted, in ceremony, to a caftle at the extremity of 
<¢ a village, which is about one quarter of a league diftant 
«© from the landing place. Here we difmounted, and were 
‘€ introduced into the court, in which we were very polite- 
‘‘ ly received by a perfon of diftinction, who conduéted us 
“into an extenfive hall, built on columns. Here we 
‘¢ found another great man, feated on a fopha, who faid to 
“us, Fiafi guzarimas, which we did not underftand, and 
‘¢ therefore we only faluted him, and made a fign that we 
‘< did not comprehend him. The fecond words he {poke 
‘¢ were, Zo Golland, which I underftood, and made a fign 
‘¢ that we were not Hollanders. Afterwards he faid, Zo 
<¢ Sindzi, to which, upon my making a fign that I did 
‘¢ not underftand him, he continued his queftions, To Pi- 
‘‘ ipine, Io Braki, To Mafui, To Tunguft; and as I had 
‘¢ always anfwered in the negative, he beat.a drum which 
‘¢ was near him. Upon this fignal feveral fervants entered, 
‘© to whom he gave orders, and immediately afterwards 
“* they returned with books and rolls of papers; he unrol- 
‘¢ led them, one after the other, and having at laft found 
‘‘ what he wanted, he made figns for me to approach, 
‘which I did. Hethen fhewed mea chart, in which IJ 
‘< diftinguifhed Japan, China, the Philipine Iflands, the 
‘“‘ Indies, and a tract of unknown land, nearly occupying 
“* the {pace and pofition of Europe. He took my finger, 
“ and directed me to place it on the map. I comprehended 
«* that he fought for the country from which we came. I 
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‘¢ fhewed him Europe, which aftonifhed him very much. 
«He fhewed his furprize, by crying out, Mamandabez 
°° feveral times ; and afterwards, as he feemed to doubt 
‘< what he had learned, Iavailed myfelf of the affiftance of the 
“ chart, and made figns to inform him, that the duration 
‘* of our voyage, and the hard weather we had experienced, 
‘¢ had exhaufted us, and that we were in want of provifions. 
‘¢ He feemed to comprehend me, and made a fign, by 
“¢ pointing to his mouth and his belly; after which he 
“called his fervants, and {poke with them a confiderable 
‘time. For my part, being defirous of haftening my re- 
“turn, I prefented to him the beaver {kins, and the mar- 
“€ tens, making a fign that they came from you, and that 
‘¢ T was only the bearer, at the fame time that I prefented 
“¢ the letter, which he accepted, but he would not. receive 
‘“‘ the prefents ; and as I recollected that the Japanefe in 
‘¢ the boats had refufed our offers, by making the fign of 
‘¢ pointing to their necks, I imitated them. This great 
‘ man then conducted me into a neighbouring chamber, 
‘¢ where I found a woman, to whom I gave the prefent, and 
‘‘ fhe gave me a bafket filled with flowers, which I have 
‘© brought with me. | 

‘¢ After coming out of this chamber, we found a gen- 
«¢ tleman in the hall, to whom the chief of the caftle like- 
‘ wife {poke a long time, and then difmifled us. This 
‘«¢ gentleman became our conductor, and led us back, with 
“¢ the fame efcort, to the landing place, where we found 
“© two boats filled with provifions, which we have brought 
“on board. The gentleman came in our boat, and is the 
‘* fame who is now on board.” 


I | After 


392 MEMOIRS ann TRAVELS or 


After having heard this account, I entered into my cabin, 
to fhew civilities to the Japanefe officer, and to gain his 
favour, I prefented him with two pair of fables. The pre- 
{cnt appeared to him to be confiderable, for he made us 
underftand that he fhould be contented with one; but, at 
laft, finding himfelf preffed to accept the whole, he fhewed 
by figns, that it was of confequence, that the prefent fhould 
be kept a fecret, and he concealed the fkins, by carefully 
wrapping them up. 

When he came again upon deck, he gave orders for un- 
loading the boats, which was done in a moment, after which 
he took his leave, and would not permit us to make the 
{malleft prefent to the boatmeén. | 

The provifions received on board, confifted of twenty- 
five facks of rice, four pots of foft fugar, four jars of tea, 
one jar of tobacco very finely cut, eight hogs, fixteen jars 
of preferved fruits, a quantity of onions, oranges; lemons, 
pine-aples, and other fruits, two cafks of falt fifh, fix 
cafks of a very agreeable kind of wine, and about fifty 
fowls ; but that which afforded the greateft pleafure to my 
companions, was the fight of three barrels of very ftrong 
{pirits, | 

Day break furprized us in .our labour of hoifting thefe 
good things on board. The wind, during the whole night, 
blew from the fouth, and in the morning, we had a flight 
breeze from the northward, which, however, did not laft 
above half an hour. At fix I faw a boat arrive, called, in 
the language of the country, periaqua, with three men. 
They came along fide, and put a young man on board, 
who was very handfomely cloathed, and, by his geftures, 
appeared defirous of conyerfing with me; but as it was 
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impoffible for me to comprehend him, I caufed Bocfarew 
to be awakened, who, after many explanations, informed 
me, that the Japanefe came to acquaint me, that a great 
number of people were defirous of feeing the veffel, but 
that they were afraid of the.cannon, called in Japanefe 
tippo. I informed him as well as Bocfarew could, that 
every one would be welcome, and, in order that he might 
pofitively underftand me, I caufed the tempions to be put 
into the guns in his fight, upon which he made an infinity 
of falutations, and at lait retired. After his departure, I 
gave orders to wafh and clean the veflel for the reception 
of the company who might come, and we had {carcely 
ended this work, when at nine o’clock we faw three boats 
rowing towards us. In each of thefe boats we obferved a 
perfon of diftinétion with a parafol. Mr. Wynbladth in- 
formed me, that he had feen one of thefe writing with the 
lord of the caftle. As foon as they came along-fide, they 
came on board, and we faluted them by repeating the words 
fiaffi guzarimaz. Bocfarew being appointed to ferve as my 
interpreter, was well cloathed, and followed my inftruions 
with wonderful accuracy, for, at every word he fpoke, he 
made the moft profound bows. Indeed, I am of opinion, 
that his greateft merit .confifted in this ceremonial, for it 
was impoffible for me to gather any information by virtue 
of his {killin interpreting. But as I clearly underftood, that 
the Japanefe meant to teftify their friendfhip, I gave myfelf 
very little concern about the reft. With a view, there- 
fore, to add ftrength to their good intentions, I took them 
afide, and gave each two marten’s fkins, which they re- 
ceived with infinite joy, and a great many complimentary 
marks of acknowledgment. This proceeding feemed to 
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have done us great fervice in their opinions. After the 
prefents were received, they informed me that they were 
defirous of feeing the veflel, I, therefore, conducted them 
myfelf every where. One among them being provided with 
a pencil and paper, formed different characters, and when 
he returned upon deck, he examined the cannon, and wrote 
again upon his paper, no doubt an account of their num- 
ber; after which he was defirous of knowing how many we 
were on board, which he foon learned, for I had brought 
all my people on the quarter-deck. He counted them all, 
and wrote down their number; but when they perceived that 
there were women on board, their curiofity was extreme. 
They behaved with great delicacy, and fignified by their 
figns, that our female companions muft have fuffered much, 
after which they departed. About eleven, A. M. we received 
two boats of provifions, and a portrait, together with 
twenty-fix cafks of water and two of {pirits; the boatmen, 
as {oon as their lading was hoifted out, refufed to receive 
any thing from us, and departed. A light breeze from the 
fouthward. 

According to the report, one fick. At anchor in the Bay 
Ufilpatchar. 

Saturday, July 30. Though I was extremely defirous to 
go on fhore, my companions would not confent, but re- 
quefted me to defer my intention, becaufe the good difpo- 
fition of the natives could not be depended upon. This day 
the people wereemployed in fetting up the rigging. At three, 
P. M. we faw thirty boats rowing towards us with ftreamers 
flying, and when they came near, we heard the found of 
different inftruments:and finging. All the veflels ftopped 
at the diftance of half a cable, except three that came along- 
fide. Out of one of the boats an old man came on board 
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with two boys richly cloathed. The old man prefented a 
written, paper to me, which, however was ufelefs, as I had 
no one on board who could read the Japanefe writing: for 
this reafon, I fent for the Sieur Bocfarew, who, after having 
caufed the old man to repeat his words at leaft twenty times, 
informed me, that the Ulikamhy, or King, fent me thefe 
two youths as hoftages, in order that 1 might come to him 
with confidence. I anfwered, and fhewed by figns, that I 
was ready to go on fhore, but that I would not permit the 
hoftages to remain on board, becaufe I had the greateft con- 
fidence in their Ulikamhy. I immediately gave orders to 
man the fmall boat, and went on board with four affociates, 
the Sieur Bocfarew, and the old man, with the two boys, 
leaving the command to Mr. Cruftiew. When we came 
near the fleet of {mall boats, all the Japanefe called out Uli 
Ulan, and immediately preceded us, and the others fol- 
lowed three and three at an equal diftance. | 
As foon as we came on fhore, carpets were fpread for 
myfelf and cofmpanions to fit on; immediately after which, 
tea and preferved fruits were prefented to me. Litters were 
then brought, on which we were carried about a quarter 
of a league, followed by an armed troop, and conducted by 
thirteen officers. We were fet down oppofite a fpacious 
garden, at the gate of which ftood two Japanefe centinels, 
who cried out Uli Ulan. As -foon as we had entered the 
garden, we were received by two gentlemen richly cloathed, 
who firft {poke to our old man, and afterwards faluted me 
by three profound inclinations. After this ceremony, they 
took me by the arms, and conducted me towards a {mall 
houfe, built in the middle of the garden. When we came 
near the houfe, the gentlemen made me underftand that 
Eee | Ulikamhy 
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was in the houfe, where, in fa&, we found him in the fa- 
loon, feated on a yellow fopha. His cloathing was green 
and blue filk, with a yellow girdle. Immediately after I 
had faluted him, a fopha was likewife brought me, of a red 
colour, upon which I fatdown. Ulikamhy propofed three 
queftions, who I was? whence I came? and for what reafon I 
had come to Nipou? I replied, by the affiftance of Bocfa- 
rew, that I was a warrior of Europe, arrived at Japan by 
accident, and the impetuofity of the weather ; but as Uli- 
kamhy could not well comprehend my interpreter, he be- 
thought himfelf of ufing the afliftance of painters, who 
having taken paper and pencils, painted figures, by which 
he informed me of the objeéts he was defirous of {peaking of. 
The firft picture which he prefented to me contained my 
portrait, very little refembling me, it muft be confeffed, 
but diftinguifhable by my cloaths, ‘and that of Ulikamhy, 
who prefented me a heart. ‘To fhew that I underftood the 
explanation, I preffed the figure of Ulikamhy to my breaft, 
who being very well contented, caufed me to come near and 
join hands with him. He then fpoke a fhort time to his 
people, who foon after caufed my four affociates to come in, 
whom I had feleéted exprefsly. Their fize and tallnefs fur- 
prized him, and he ordered them to be meafured, and their 
portraits to be taken, which was done in an inftant, for the 
figures were merely fketched out. By his geftures and figns, 
I underftood that he wifhed to know why I was fhorter 
than my people. In anfwer, I caufed a low ftool to he 
brought to fupport my right foot, and then he faw me in 
my natural height, which likewife was fome furprize to 
him. It was with much difhculty that I could make him. 
underftand, that in confequence of a wound in battle, my 
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right leg was fhortened four inches, which caufed me to lean 
towards that fide, and deprived me of fo much in height. 
The evening having furprized us in the midft of our dif- 
courfe, the. Ulikamhy propofed to me to pals the night 
with him, and he informed me, that he was defirous. I 
fhould ftay three or four nights together, becaufe a man 
would foon arrive who was able to converfe with me, which 
I very ardently wifhed, in order to gather fome information © 
refpecting the country. 

About nine in the evening, Ulikamhy departed with his 
attendants, and we were likewife conducted to a houfe ad- 
joining to his palace, where we were regaled with tea, 
rice, dried fifh, roaft meat, preferved fruits, &c. and to- 
wards the end, with a very fweet kind of wine. We made 
avery bad fhift to eat with their little fticks, and the fer- 
vants had a good deal of trouble in teaching us. | 
_ After fupper, cufhions were laid for us on the carpet, 
where we paffed avery good night. At eight in the morn- 
ing, [received the report from on board, by which I found 
the Japanefe had fupplied us with one hundred facks of 
rice, and twenty hogs, with a great quantity of fruits and 
dried fifh, wine, and poultry. This report was brought by 
a Japanefe, whom I fent back with orders to fet up our 
water cafks. | 

About ten, A. M. we were informed, that Ulikamhy 
was coming. I went out to meet him, and faw him accom- 
panied with three Bonzes, who had very large chaplets at 
their girdles. One of them faluted me in very good Dutch. 
The King came to me, gave me his hand, and made figns 
for me to fpeak with the Bonze newly arrived. I compli- 
mented him on his {peaking aforeign language fowell, and he 
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politely thanked me, by affuring me, that he fhould be 
happy to do me any fervice. This Bonze informed me that 
he was born at Touza, but that his parents, having been 
obliged to live at Ximo, he had had an opportunity of 
learning the Dutch language at Nangafaki, and that he'had 
become a Bonze, to deliver himfelf from the yoke of the 
fecular power. With regard to Ulikamhy, he informed me, 
that he was King of the province, and had married one of 
the daughters of the Emperor ;_ that. he was one of the moft 
Jearned men in the countty, being acquainted with aftro- 
nomy in the higheft degree, and that his foul was endued 
with celeftial qualities, having never done harm to any one} 
that he was adored in his own province, and ‘defired in all 
the others. He then requefted I would inform him who I 
was, and how I came to Japan? I gave him a defcription 
of my country, and of Europe in general, which, he faid, 
he had heard fome accounts of. I informed him, that hav- 
ing fell in battle, I was taken prifoner by the Ruffians, 
who had violated the common law of nations, by fending 
me into exile at Kamchatka, from whence I had delivered 
myfelf with courage, to return to my own country, but 
that contrary winds having obliged me to touch at Japan, 
I had come thither with fear, on account of the relations 
the Hollanders had wickedly publifhed, that the Japanefe 
put the Chriftians to death. Upon thefe laft words, he re- 
plied, that it was true, that there was a decree of the Em- 
peror not to admit any Spanifh or Portuguefe Chriftian into 
the country, but that the decree did not affe& the Chrif- 
tians of other nations, who had never done harm to the 
empire. He was going on with his difcourfe, when Uh- 
kamhy fent for us: we therefore went to him.at his palace. 
m the garden, where we were regaled with fruits and tea. 


The 
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The Bonze related to Ulikamhy, what he had learned from 
me, upon which he propofed fever;y-queftions concerning 
the manner of fighting in Europe. He condoled with me 
upon my fate, and made me an offer to remain at Japan,. 
where he promifed he would procure from the Emperor an 
important command in his armies. I thanked him for his 
goodnefs, but excufed myfelf on account of my family, the 
fituation of which could not but be an objeé& which I 
held too much at heart. The King approved my fenti- 
ments, and afterwards queftioned me refpeéting the Hol- 
landers, whofe true hiftory I thought it proper to relate, at 
the end of which, he thanked me for having told him the 
truth ; for, he faid, he knew very well that the Hollanders 
were but a {mall merchant people, who were fubjected to 
a Prince who received money of them, as a reward for de- 
fending them with his troops. I took the liberty likewife 
to afk the King, whether he thought the Hollanders were 
Chriftians, and he replied, that merchants had no religion, 
their only faith confilting in getting money, while théy gave 
themfelves very little trouble about the belief of a God. 
Being well fatisfied with this anfwer, I was defirous of pro- 
pofing feveral other queftions, but we were informed din- 
ner was read. I was ferved upon a {mall table, two feet 
high, oppofite thatof Ulikamhy. Therepaftcontifted of rice, 
roaft meat, preferves, and a great variety of {weetmeats, 
with a liquor refembling hydromel. During the whole din- 
her, the King talked continually with the Bonze, and it 
-was not till the ferving up of the defert, that he afked me 
whether I was a Chriftian, {trong enough to die in defence 
of the Crofs. Ireplied, that I had no other refpect for 
_ the Crofs than what the value of its materials might de- 
“mand, and that certainly I fhould never expeét to find a 
nation 
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nation fo abfurd as to put me to death for faying, with truth, 
that wood was neithe:, more nor lefs than wood.- Hereupon 
he informed me, that I had not underftood him, as he 
meant to afk, whether I was refolved to die for my God? I 
an{wered, that by dying for my God, I fhould likewife die 
for the God of the Japanefe, becaufe I acknowledged one 
only God, who had created every material and vifible thing. 
This anfwer fatishied him, for he exclaimed Namandabaz, 
and caufed me to be told, that I was truly a Japanefe in 
my religion, if I believed in nothing elfe. I was contented 
to inform him of my faith, that I had no other belief than 
in the only God, the creator of all things, and that my 
whole religion confifted in doing as much good to my 
fellow-creatures as was in my power, and to injure no 
one. After this information, the King embraced me, 
and faid Sindaulla, Sindaulla, which denotes very well, 
very well, and then he retired to take his evening’s re- 

ofe. . 
' After his departure, I walked in the garden with the 
Bonze, who gave me an account of this rich and extenfive 
country, its government and policy ; I made a few notes 
at that time, to.enable me to commit my obfervations to 
paper more at large at a convenient opportunity. 

Sunday, July 31, 1771. At the palace of the King 
Ulikamhy, at Japan, at the bottom of the Gulph of Ufil- 
patchar. The Bonze requefted me, at three in the afternoon, 
to give orders to accompany him on board my veflel, which 
he was defirous of feeing. I direé&ted Mr. Bocfarew to ac- 
company him, with orders to make him a prefent of fables, 
and to receive him with kindnefs and refpe&. At the fame 
time, I fent inftrudtions to bring on fhore fix pair of fine beaver 

2 {kins, 
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{kins, twenty-four foxes fkins, and twenty- -four fables, with 
forty good mufkets well cleaned, and two pieces of cannon on 
their carriages. Thefe cannon were models which I had 
found in Kamchatka; and, as the Bonze had pro- 
cured for me the order and permiflion to bring my people 
on fhore, I allowed a certain number of the company to. 
land every day. After the departure of the Bonze I laid 
down to reft, on account of a violent head-ach I was af- 
flicdted with. When I awoke, that is to fay, at eight in 
the evening, the Bonze returned, and thanked me for the 
politenefs with which he had eee received on board, and 
the prefents which had been made. We fupped alone: for 
the King, with all his attendants, was gone to a neigh- 
bouring town. During our fupper, and afterwards, we 
continued our conver ation, and I found abundance of good 
fenfe and underftanding in the difcourfe of the Bonze. It 
was very late before we feparated; and as the reft I had 
taken after dinner prevented me from fleeping, I walked 
out into the garden, whereupon, approaching the houfe of 
the King, I heard a female voice, accompanied by fome 
ftringed inftrument. The mufic and the fong append to 
be not deficient in melody. 

At day-break I received an account, that the prefents I 
had fent for were on their way, and that Meff. Panow, Batu- 
rin, and Kuzneczow were coming, in order to be prefented 
to the King; that all was quiet on board, and that the af- 
fociates behaved in fuch a manner as to make themfelves be- 
loved by the natives. 

At ten Mr. Panow, with his companions arrived, and this 
prefents were carried into my apartment. About eleven, 
the return of Ulikamhy was announced by a noife, and the 
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found of an hundred different inftruments. The Bonze re- 
commended me to meet him, and prefent my companions, 
which Iimmediately did. The firft converfation confifted on- 
ly of the ordinary civilities; but, as the Bonze had feized a fa- 
vourable opportunity to inform him of the prefents, he ex- 
preffed fo {trong a defire to examine them himfelf, that he 
poftponed dinner, and repaired to my apartment. When I 
prefented the articles, 1 pronounced a difcourfe, which was 
received with the moft engaging attention ; I then accom- 
panied the King, where I found thirty-five covered tables 
for three perfons at each table. Every thing was ferved up 
with furprifing elegance and order. During the time of 
dinner feveral inftruments were heard, which, though con- 
fufed, were neverthelefs agreeable. After dinner we pro- 
ceeded to the garden, where the arms were tried at a cer- 
tain diftance. The butt was a round piece of wood, co- 
vered with paper, and feveral of my companions diftin- 
guifhed themfelves. The King was at laft defirous of 
making a trial himfelf, and after having charged one of the 
mufkets, he caufed a horfe to be brought, at which he fired 
with fo good an aim, that it fell down lifelefs. His fa- 
tisfaétion was extreme, and, in the fulneds of his joy, he af- 
fured me, that I might make any requeft I chofe, with the 
certainty of obtaining it. I availed myfelf of this favourable 
infant, to requeft permiffion, that I might return-into his 
dominions, to open a trade under his protection. His an- 
{wer furprized me, for he granted me this favour with- 
out hefitation; obferving, at the fame time, that m 
character had deftroyed the prejudices, he had imbibed by 
tradition, and that he not only granted me his protection in 
his dominions, but likewife would exert his influence with 
2 — | the 
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the Emperor, to obtain permiffion, that my veffels might 
enter all his other harbours. He affured me I might de- 
pend on his promife, as long as my views fhould be directed 
to trade only, and I fhould not aim at eftablifhing any 
change of religion, or endeavour to acquire power by build- 
ing fortrefles. He concluded his difcourfe, by informing 
me, that before my departure, he would contract engage- 
ments with me under the confirmation of a mutual oath. 

Monday, Auguft 1. ‘Towards the evening, I faw pre- 
parations made for a grand illumination, and, as my inter- 
preter, the Bonze was abfent, I was anxious to know the 
caufe. He arrived later than ordinary, and informed me, 
that the King had convened the great men of his country, 
to whom he was defirous of prefenting me, for which rea- 
fon I was requefted to wait upon him ; and, as he thought 
it neceflary to inform me of the formalities to be obferved, 
he took that trouble upon himfelf, after which he led me 
towards the great hall, where I was received at the foot of 
the {teps by two gentlemen richly cloathed, who introduced 
me into the hall, and placed me immediately oppofite the 
King, who was feated on very rich carpets, having a quan- 
tity of armed gentlemen, with their fabres drawn, befide 
him. Ina right line between myfelf and the King, I faw 
eighteen principal Japanefe feated on carpets, and a number 
of armed men behind each of them. 

Such was the order in which I found the affembly. The 
Bonze ftood up befide me, and near the King ftood the 
literary lords, with paper, ink, and pencils in their hands. 
One of them demanded, with a loud voice, who I was? 
why I came to Japan? whence I came? and whither I 
was bound. The Bonze interpreted thefe demands, and I 

Fff 2 made 
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made the fame anfwer I had before given to the King. 
The next queftion was, whether I was defirous of efta- 
blifhing a trade for my nation, and what it would confift 
in. To the firft part I anfwered in the affirmative, but 
excufed myfelf with regard to the fecond, becaufe, not 
being a merchant by profeffion, I could not {peak deter- 
minately toit; but I promifed, that at my firft voyage, I 
would bring merchants with me, and fhould be able to 
enter into formal fubmiflions. The King was content to 
reply, that the veffels fhould be loaded with furs, which 
I abfolutely promifed. The laft of all his demands were, 
that I fhould bind myfelf never to bring to Japan any 
book treating of religion, and ftill lefs any Bonze of my 
own country, which I likewife promifed ; after which the 
Bonze told me I might retire. He foon afterwards came 
to me, to inform me that Ulikamhy was about to retire to 
the town of Kilinigue; but that before his departure, he 
would make me prefents, and give me a flag, by which I 
might be known on my return to Japan; and that the 
King, moreover, was defirous of entrufting me with a 
gentleman, to make the voyage with me, on condition 

that I fhould bring him back the easlieft opportunity. 
About nine in the evening I received advice from on 
board, that all was in readinefs for failing; that the fhip 
was full of provifions; and I learned with pleafure, that 
the women on board had received vifits, and feveral pre- 
fents, from the Japanefe women. About ten, fupper was 
ferved up in my apartment, at which the Bonze and my 
officers were prefent. At fix in the morning I was in- 
formed of the arrival of the prefents of the King, which 
were brought by two gentlemen, the Bonze preceding them. 
| He 
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He declared that he had orders to accompany me on board, or 
to remain with me all the time I might chufe to ftay until 
my departure. The prefents confifted of a fabre, orna- 
mented with gold, and fufpended to a belt wrought with 
fine pearls; a complete fervice of porcelain, gilt; a quan- 
tity of tea and tobacco; a flag, to be difplayed upon my 
return, containing an infcription, of which figure 1, plate 
16, isacopy; a little box filled with different jewellery ; and 
another box, containing fifty pieces of gold, each weigh- 
ing two ounces and a quarter, intended to defray the ex- 
pences of the voyage of the young gentleman whom the 

Bonze prefented to me. | 
Being informed that the King was already gone, I ac- 
quainted the Bonze, that I was likewife determined to go 
on board, which being interpreted to a gentleman prefent, 
palanquins were foon brought, in which we were carricd 
to the fea fide: here we found a prodigious number of peo- 
ple, who cried out ‘ Uliulan,” &c. As foon as we came 
to the harbour, near thirty boats appeared, with whom. 
we went on board, in company with the Bonze and two 
gentlemen, who perceiving that my {mall boat was worn 
out, fent on fhore for another, which was built in a fu- 
perior manner, quite new, and varnifhed. They pre- 
fented us with this in the name of the King; and for my 
part, I made new prefents to the Bonze and the two gen- 
tlemen. Thefe laft put into my hands two rolls of papers, 
containing, as the Bonze informed me, permiffion to re- 
turn to Japan. They all three recommended to my care 
the young man, who was to go the voyage with me; and 
I did not obferve any embarrafiment in him, at finding 
himfelf among ftrangers. They then returned to the fhore, 
and. 
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and on my arrival on board, Mr. Cruftiew informed me, 
that the affociates had carried on a very advantageous trade 
with the Japancfe, to whom they fold a quantity of furs, 
and received in exchange, gold, porcelain, pearls, and 
other articles. 

According to the report, all well. 

Tuefday, Auguft 2. On board the corvette, St. Peter 
and St. Paul, at anchor in the gulph of Ufilpatchar. A 
light breeze from the eaftward, and fine weather. This 
day Iaffembled the whole company, to determine whether we 
fhould carry our projcé into execution, and make an in- 
curfion, according to the plan ftipulated at the ifland of 
Liquor; but not one of them ventured to reply. I then 
took advantage of their filence, and declared, that I thought 
it would be moft advantageous to continue our courfe to 
Canton, in China, where we might {fell our furs, and re- 
turn to Europe; and afterwards, under the protection of 
fome fovereign power, carry into execution a more certain 
project of forming a permanent colony, in which we could 
not fail, as we had had the good fortune to open the trade 
of Japan. Thefe words were fcarcely {poken, before the 
whole company cricd out, that I might follow my own 
pleafure in all things, and they would punétually obey. 
Upon this affurance, I gave orders to hoift our Japanefe 
colours, and fet fail. At three, P.M. having faluted the 
country with twenty-one guns, we fet fail to the fouth- 
ward. We met an immenfe quantity of fifhermen in our 
way, all whom, at fight of us, called out ‘ Uli ulan.” 
The night continued fair, with a light breeze. 

According to the report, all well. Latitude in 34 de- 
grees, O minutes; longitude in 341 degrees, 30 minutes. 


Wind 
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Wind from the eaftward; current from the fouth; courfe 
fouth-weft. 

Wednefday, Auguft 3. Under fail. Several of the af- 
fociates threw themfelves at my feet, and intreated me to 
anchor again upon the coaft of Japan, in order to procure 
them new opportunities of trading, and turning their furs 
to account. I granted their requeft the more readily, as I 
was defirous of becoming acquainted with the coaft; but 
I promifed to confent to their wifhes on condition, that 
they fhould behave with the moft exact fubordination. At 
fun-fet, the weather appeared {qually.to the northward. | 
At day-break we difcovered an European veflel before us. 
I refolved to chace her, but I foon obferved the Dutch co- 
lours; and as the veffel ftood to the fouth-fouth-eaft, I 
purfued my courfe, and fuffered her to go on unmolefted. 
I failed along the coaft of what I took to be a peninfula. 

According to the report, all well. - Latitude in 33 de- 
grees, 36 minutes; longitude in 340 degrees, 20 minutes. 
Wind eaft-fouth-eaft; current fouth-eaft; courfe fouth- 
weft one quarter fouth. 

_ Thurfday, Auguft 4. On the coaft of Japan, in fight 
of land, and in foundings of twenty-eight fathoms ; coarfe 
fand and {hells mixed with coral; all fails fet, weather 
lowering, and a rifing fea, with a frefh breeze from the 
fouth-ealt. The night was dark, and at ten P. M. a 
{torm began, attended with thunder and lightning. About 
three, P. M. a heavy fhower fell, and abated the wind. 
At day-break, we found ourfelves driven on the coaft by a 
{trong current from fouth tonorth. Finding that we were 
near an opening, which promifed to lead us into fome good 


road or harbour, I fuffered the fhip to drive, and at laft 
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came to, in fixteen fathoms. The {mall boat -was imme- 
diately lowered into the water, and Meffrs. Kuzneczow 
and Panow, with eight aflociates, went on board; and 
the Japanefe paffenger, who was to be put on fhore in the 
fhallop, with fixteen armed affociates, followed under the 
command of Mr. Cruftiew, to fupport the fmall boat, in 
cafe of need. After the difpatch of the boats, I gave or- 
ders for cleaning and loading our arms, and priming our 
great guns afrefh. | : 

According to the report, all in good health; the fhip 
making no water. Latitude in 33 degrees, 34 minutes ; 
longitude in 339 degrees, 12 minutes. Wind fouth-eatt; 
a {trong current from the fouth; courfe fouth-weft, but 
the current drove us to the north-weft. 

Friday, Auguft 5. At anchor on the coaft of Japan, 
to the weftward of the kingdom of Idzo. At two, P.M. 
the boats returned with a large Japanefe veffel. When 
they came near us, Mr. Kuzneczow called to us to weigh 
our anchor, and fend out towing ropes to the {mall boat, 
the fhallop, and the Japanefe veffel, to carry us into the 
harbour, which J accordingly did. Mr. Kuzneczow com- 
ing on beard, informed me, that having happily arrived 
on fhore, the Japancfe, at firft fight, fled before him; but 
after they heard the Japanefe paflenger call to them, they 
returned, and in confequence of his information, they had 
been very eager to fhew their politenefs to our people; that 
they proceeded to avillage, where they were received with 
acclamations of joy, and the inhabitants gave them rice, 
tea, fruit, and a very agreeable liquor; that during their 
repaft, a Japanefe, armed with a fabre and lance, came 
and converfed with the paffenger , after which he addrefled 

his 
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his difcourfe to Mr. Kuzneczow, by pronouncing the 
words, ‘* Nanghafaki Kallas Tohollandi Fiaffi Guzarimas,”’ 
and that immediately’he ordered a boat to be got ready, 
giving them to underftand, by figns, that he propofed to 
follow us, to condué the veffel into the harbour, which 
he performed to our very great fatisfaction. Annexed is 
the view * of the land, and the fituation of the harbour, 
named Mifaqui Iphima Kallas. 

At fix we arrived at the mouth of the harbour, where 
we moored in eleven fathoms, muddy bottom. The Ja- | 
panefe boat quitted us, to go on fhore, and foon returned 
with five others, which towed us to another fituation, 
where we anchored in five fathoms, good anchoring ground, 
confifting of mud. The Japanefe feeing us fafely at an- 
chor, left us, when I took the precaution to moor the fhip. 
At ten, a well-cloathed Japanefe came on board, who in- 
formed me, by the interpretation of Mr. Bocfarew, that 
he was appointed to guard us; after which he immediately 
retired, and we foon perceived three long boats at anchor 
near us, each having three fignal lights. On my fide I 
likewife kept a fharp look out on board, with lighted 
matches hanging befide the guns. In the night the wind 
veered round to the fouth-weft, and blew with fuch vio- 
lence, that we thought ourfelves fortunate that we were in 
a harbour. At feven in the morning a boat came alonefide, 
and three gentlemen came on board, who queftioned me, 
whence I came? how long I propofed to ftay? whither I 
was bound? whether I was a Hollander? and in that cafe 


* Thefe drawings never came to the hands of the editor. 
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they requefted a letter for Nanghafaki; and, after all, 
they defired to infpeé the veflel, and demanded how 
-many people we were on board. My anfwer was, that I 
came from afar, and was on my way to Nanghafaki; that I 
had anchored there to avoid the tempeft ; that I was in 
want of provifions and water; that I was defirous of 
trading ; and, laftly, that our number amounted to one 
hundred and fifty men, who were in want of every thing, 
but that the veffel fhould not be infpe&ed. I know not 
whether Bocfarew interpreted well or not, but I perceived — 
they were not fatisfied with us, for they made figns that 
they did not believe we were Hollanders, pointing to our 
beards and cloathing, and at the fame time exclaiming, 
‘© Hay, to Gollandi, To Pilipines;” whence I under- 
{tood that they took us for Spaniards, coming from Ma- 
nilla, I gave them a letter for the Hollanders, to the fol- 
lowing effect : 


Copy of the letter given to the Fapanefe, in the Bay of 
Mifaqui, to be forwarded to the Follanders at Nang- 
hafaki. 


‘“« Health to the officers in chief of the Factory of the 
‘¢ Dutch Eaft India Company. 


“ T ACQUAINT you, gentlemen, that finding my- 

“¢ felf upon the coaft of Japan, whither I was driven by a 
“‘ feries of thofe incidents which often at fea compel the 
‘* navigator to feek his fafety where-ever he can, I find my- 
‘“‘ felf in diftrefs, which cannot ,be defcribed; for which 
‘< reafon I have thought proper to addrefs myfelf to you, 
2 ) “ and 
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‘< and to requeft you to fend me an interpreter, and affift- 
“* ance to conduct me to your port. My fhip is a corvette, 
*¢ with near one hundred perfons on board. An anfwer, 


“if you pleafe. 
<¢ T have the hiss to be, 
“GENTLEMEN, 
‘© Your fervant, 
‘“ MAURICE AUGUST. BENYOWSKY.” 


« P.S. In order that you may not be prejudiced by fu- 
<¢ picions againft me, I declare to you, that having been 
‘¢ chief of the confederacy of Poland, I had the misfor- 
‘¢ tune to be made prifoner by the Ruffians, whofe fove- 
‘reign exiled me to Kamchatka, from whence I have 
‘¢ made my efcape, by the exertion of courage and valour, 
‘¢ with ninety-fix companions; and in confequence there- 
<< of I am now upon the coaft of Japan, in my way to re- 
<¢ turn to Europe. ” 


After the departure of the Japanefe, my companions, de- 
{pairing of being able to open the trade without fighting, 
requefted me to leave the harbour as foon as the wind 
fhould flacken; to which I confented, and immediately 
got under way, with a favourable breeze from the north- 
north-wett. 

According to the report, all in good health. Under 
way, failing out of the port of Mifaqui. 

Ggg 2 Saturday 
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Saturday, Auguft 6. Saw feveral thoufand fifhing 
boats, many of whofe nets we broke, not being able to 
avoid them. We continued our courfe, with all fails fet, 
the fea being calm, and a ftrong current from the fouth. 
At day-break no land nor vefiel was in fight. 

According to the report, all in good health. Latitude 
in 32 degrees, 56 minutes; longitude in 338 degrees. 
Wind north one quarter weft; current from the fouth; 
courfe welt. 

Sunday, Auguft 7. Wind and weather as yefterday. 
About fun-fet, faw twenty or twenty-two veflels ftanding 
to the north-eaft. My companions being enraged at the 
difappointment of their hopes, at our fecond anchoring 
place, requefted me to fall on thofe veffels ; but I refufed, 
as I did not mean to give the {malleft caufe of difcontent 
to Ulikamhy; I therefore continued my courfe, with the 
wind and tide in my favour. 

According to the report, all well. Latitude in 32 de- 
grees, 53 minutes; longitude in 336 degrees, 18 minutes. 
Wind north by eaft; current from the fouth; courfe 
welt. 

Monday, Auguft 8. A pleafant breeze; the fea fome- 
what irregular, and fine hot weather. Continued our 
courfe, with all fails fet, The night was clear ftar-light. 

According to the report, all in good health. Latitude 
in 32 degrees, 51 minutes; longitude in 339 degrees, 15 
minutes. Wind north-north-eaft ; current from the fouth; 
courfe wett. | 

Tuefday, Auguft 9g. Fine weather, as yefterday. About 
fun-fet we thought we faw land in the north-weft quarter. 
At midnight faw feveral headlands. At day-break, found 
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ourfelves on the coaft, and the wind being in our favour, I 
determined to come to. At noon, perceiving the entrance 
of a bay, I proceeded, and anchored in eighteen fathom 
water, coarfe greenifh fand. | 

According to the report, all well. Latitude in 32 de- 
grees, 45 minutes; longitude in 330 degrees, 22 minutes. 
Wind north-eaft ; current from the fouth; courfe weft one 
quarter fouth. 

Wednefday, Auguft 10. The pofition of the veffel not 
permitting me to fee all that happened on fhore, I ordered 
Mr. Kuzneczow and Mr. Wynbladth, with eight affociates, 
to land, and endeavour to infinuate themfelves into the 
minds of the inhabitants; but the violent reception my 
companions met with, gave me reafon to apprehend difa- 
greeable confequences; but happily my fears were calmed, 
by the prudence of Mr. Kuzneczow, who, feeing the Ja- 
panefe determined to defend the landing, returned. After 
the arrival of the boat, and upon the affurance that there 
was a town fituated upon the coaft of the bay, I weighed, 
and approached within one hundred fathoms of the fhore, 
where I anchored in fix fathoms; the night favoured my 
enterprize, and at day-break we were moored before the 
town. At feven in the morning I fent Mefirs. Panow and 
Cruftiew, with Bocfarew as an interpreter, and twenty-two 
armed aflociates, having likewife mounted two pieces of ar- 
tillery in the fhallop. 

After having difpatched the fhallop and the {mall boat, 
I embarked myfelf in the Japanefe yawl, which I had re- 
ceived as a prefent at Ufilpatchar, and as it was the lighteft, 
I landed firft. The Japanefe feeing us near the fhore, pre- 
fented themfelves armed with lances and fabres, and ap- 


peared 
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peared difpofed to oppofe our defcent ; but perceiving by our 


countenance that we were determined, at any rate, to land, 
they retired to a {mall diftance. When I came on fhore, I 
made figns to the Japanefe to approach, and immediately an 
old man, of a good appearance, advanced, and demanded by 
what right we had landed in their country, and whether we 
had the permiflion of Daifi; obferving, that the Dutch 
never came on fhore without orders. I caufed him to be 
anf{wered, that we were neither Hollanders nor Spaniards, 
but men, and friends, who came for water and provifions. 
Whereupon the man replied, that we fhould have provifions 
and water fent on board, but that it was neceffary we 
fhould ourfelves go on board again. But as I declared that 
I would not quit the land before I had received provifions 
and water, the Japanefe haftened to load three boats, with 
which I went on board. Several of the Japanefe having 
come on board, began to trade with my people, and 
haftened to return again to fhore, whence they arriv- 
ed with ten other boats, laden with copper, porcelain, 
tea, fabres, filk, and gold, which they exchanged for 
furs. Thefe commercial tranfaGions familiarized them 
with us, and feveral among them teftified their attachment; 
among others, a young man faid much to me, without 
being able to make himfelf underftood ; when, being out 
of patience, he repeated, ‘‘ To Hollandi, To Sindzi, Pu 
““pu Tippo,” which I underftood, and in anfwer, led 
him to the guns, and faid, ‘© To Gollandi, pu.” To- 

wards noon the Japanefe retired. 
According to the report, all in good health. At anchor 
on the coaft of the land Xicoco, in the harbour of Toufa. 
_ Thurfday, 
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Thurfday, Auguft 11. Extremly hot weather, with 
fome fhowers at intervals. About two, P.M. we heard a 
great noife on fhore, refembling the beating of many drums, 
and foon after we perceived on fhore a quantity of men on 
horfeback, armed with lances and darts, and a ftill greater 
number on foot, who haftened on board an infinite number 
of boats. Upon this appearance, I immediately fent Mr. 
Panow, with Bocfarew, and eighteen affociates, to declare 
to the Japanefe, that I was delirous of being informed of 
their intentions, that I might receive them either as friends, 
or enemies. But they had hardly put off before I perceived 
three {mall boats rowing from the fhore, the middle one of 
which had five flags; and near fifteen ftreamers. I took 
thefe for marks of diftinction, and therefore prepared myfelf 
to falute them on their arrival. Our fmall boat at laft ac- 
cofted the Japanefe, and performed its commiffion; and 
afterwards returning with them, I faluted the Japanefe by 
arunning fire of mufquetry, intermixed with the difcharge of 
fix of our great guns. This mark of politenefs was 
fufficient to have driven our vifitors back, for their fear 
was fuch, that they fell on their faces in their boats, and 
could fcarcely be perfuaded to rife by any encouragement 
of Bocfarew, who urged them to proceed. But as I 
was ignorant of all this, I gave orders to fire fix additional 
guns, at the inftant the Japanefe gentleman entered the 
{hip, which was accordingly performed. His terror at this 
noife was fo great, that he fainted away, and it was more 
than a quarter of an hour before he was able to fpeak. To 
revive his fpirits, 1 gave him fome Japanefe wine mixed 
with fugar, which comforted him, and reftored his cou- 
rage. I then caufed Mr. Bocfarew to afk what he == 

ay 
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fay to me. He informed me, that he was Uchaymi Ma- 
mas, commander of the guard of the coaft of the king- 
dom Touza; and that being informed that we were 
{trangers, who arrived in the country without orders of the 
Emperor, .he was come to arreft us; and to prove that we 
ought to obey him, he drew a large roll of paper from be- 
neath his habit, which he prefented to me. Upon this, 
pretending to be ignorant, or not to underftand what he 
faid, I received the roll, and gave it to Mr. Cruftiew, with 
orders to keep it; at fight of which the poor devil requefted 
his paper, and pointed to his neck, to fhew me, that by lofing 
his deputation, he fhould be punifhed with death. To 
{et him at eafe, I caufed his paper to be returned; but in- 
formed him, by my interpreter, that I efteemed his mafter, 
and fhould be his friend, as long as I fhould be convinced 
that he was juft, but when aflured of the contrary, I fhould 
defpife him. At thefe words Mimam fhut his ears, and I 
found great difficulty in making him underftand, that he 
might think himfelf very happy that I-did not arreft him 
himfelf. The tone of affurance with which he faw me 
{peak to the interpreter, foftened him, and I feized the op- 
portunity to make him a prefent of a beaver fkin, and fix 
fables, which he was very glad of; and I faw him retire 
with fatisfaction, and promifes of friendfhip. 

After his departure, being convinced that we could not 
carry on any regular commerce at this place, I weighed, 
and taking the advantage of a breeze from the northward, 
made fail, and ftood to the fouth. At day-break we faw 
a veffel, on which I fired, but he would not come to, un- 
til a fhot ftruck him. I then fent my fhallop on board, but 


we 
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we foiend her to be only a fithing veffel, and let her depart 
in peace. 

_ According to the report, all well; the fhip making no 
water. Latitude in 32 degrees, 15 minutes: ; longitude in 
350 degrees, 16 minutes. Wind north; no current; 
courfe fouth. _ 

Friday, Auguft 12. Fine clear weather, and exceflive 
hot, with a moderate breeze. Doubling a cape we faw 
four barks; after which I ftood for a fhort time, but as 
they directed their courfe to the north-weft, I gave up the 
chace, and ftood again to the fouthward. At fix, P.M. 
faw land on the flarboard bow, at the diftance of five 
leagues, for which reafon I kept only the — fet. 
About three in the morning we were fo near the fhore, that 
we heard the breakers; and at day-break we faw the danger 
we had happily avoided. At feven we faw another land 
a-head, and as we approached it very rapidly, we faw it 
very diftingtly, at ten, bearing due fouth, and a {mall 
ifland fouth-weft. My companions propofed to me to 
make a defcent in a bay, then'in fight, and I could not 
refift their preffling folicitations. I therefore anchored in 
twenty-twagjhoms, between the {mall and the large ifland , 
but at a very fhort diftance from the latter. Mr. Kuznec- 
zow was immediately difpatched, with eight affociates, and 
I fent the fhallop after him. When we had entered the 
found, which we at firft fuppofed to hea bay, the {mall boat 
paffed very near a large bark at anchor, whofe crew fhot at 
them with arrows, and at the fame time near fixty boats put 
off from the fhore, fo that my people were in great danger. 
Twas advifed of this by two reports of the pateraroes which 

I heard, and I immediately weighed, and proceeded to 
- Vox I. Hhh fupport 
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fupport my detachment, by entering the found. I foon- 
perceived the ftate of affairs, and ftanding towards the great 
bark, I fired two fhots into her, which drove all her peo- 
ple from the deck. The fhallop then went alongfide, and 
took poffeffion of the veffel, while, on my part, I ap- 
proached the fhore, and anchored in four fathoms and an — 
half, at the diftance of half a cannon fhot off fhore, whither 
I likewife caufed the Japanefe bark to be brought, in which 
we found fifty-fix men, four of them being mimas, or gen+ 
tlemen ; revenue officers of the Emperor. The lading of 
the bark confifted of tobacco, fugar, filk, varnifh, porce- 
Jain, one hundred pieces of leather, fome bales of cotton 
and filk, feveral chefts of fabres, belts, and other articles 
of wearing apparel. | oO 
According to the report, two fick; the fhip making no 
water. Latitude in 30 degrees, 38 minutes; longitude 
in 329 degrees, 51 minutes. Wind north; current north- 
eaft; courfe fouth one quarter. weft. ae 5 of 4 
Saturday, Auguft 13. At anchor near the ifland Taca- 
fima. Iaffembled the company, to decide what was beft 
to be done; and the fociety determined to take 
of the bark on board, and quit the ifland. @ 
gave me the moft fatisfaction, was, that my Japanefe paf- 
fenger, who had accompanied Mr. Kuzneczow, was 
wounded by an arrow in theattack. We provoked him, 
and he declared to Bocfarew, that he fhould be very glad if 
we would kill all the prifoners, ‘as he affured us that they 
belonged to the ifland Ximo, all whofe inhabitants were 
wicked, and good for nothing. Mr. Bocfarew fucceeded 
in making himfelf more clearly underftood by him, for 
which reafon I availed myfelf of the fervices of both, to ex- 
1. “aniine 
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amine the officers who were prifoners. They replied, that 
they were civil officers, charged to colle& the revenues of 
the ifland Tacafima, and of the ifland Nanghafaki; that © 
they had entered the harbour only a moment before us, 
having feen at a diftance the chace I had made of feveral 
barks, likewife carrying officers to collect the revenues in 
the fouthern provinces; that they had entered Tacafima 
with no other view than to put the inhabitants on their 
guard againft us; and that they had only done their duty 
in attacking our people. I caufed my interpreter to anfwes 
them, that I approved their zeal, and that their want of 
fuccefs was no fault ef theirs; but that, as they were now in 
my power, I thought it proper to prevent them from doing 
me any injury, and for that reafon I fhould confine them 
till my departure. They entreated that I would not de- 
tain them, for they faid that they were ordered to repair, in 
the courfe of eight days, to the port of Vranda, to join the 
convoy, which would depart about the end of the month, 
to the number of five hundred veffels, for the port of 
Ofachta ; but when they underftood that they were no lon- 
ger permitted to hope that I would reftore their veffel, they 
fhewed figns of the utmoft defpair. Their prayers, how- 
ever, were in vain, for my companions certainly were not 
difpofed to attend to them; and all that I could obtain was, 
that the lives of thefe unhappy people fhould be fpared. 
At five in the evening, I fent four of them on fhore, to 
demand boats, that the reft might be landed; but it was 
not till feven in the evening that fix boats came off, in which 
I fent them away, under the conduét of fixteen of my affo- 
ciates. About nine I weighed, and made fail, and with 
‘much difficulty (by the agi of the boats which towed 

H 
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us) we got out of the found. As foon as we were in the oper 
channel, we continued our courfe to the fouth-weft during 
the whole night; and as my companions were unacquainted 
with the manner of working the bark, I was forced to take 
her in tow, which impeded my courfe. For this reafon I. 
determined to take her lading on board, which was done 
in the courfe of the day, after which we fcuttled and funk 
her. The cargo of this bark would have been worth three 
or four hundred thoufand livres, French money, if we had 
been in Europe. : 

According to the report, one fick. Sprung a leak. 
Latitude in 30 degrees, o minutes; longitude 328 degrees, 
© minutes. Wind north; no current; courfe fouth-weft 
by fouth. : 

Sunday, Auguft 14. Exceffive hot weather. The 
leak continually increafing, demanded our exertions to pre- 
vent its confequences. After fome fearch, it was at laft 
difcovered that the water entered in.a ftream as large as a 
man’s arm, through a cleft in the fore part of the fhip. 
This misfortune was, no doubt, occafioned by the carelefs- 
nefs of my aflociates, who, in “difcharging the —- 
bark, and coming alongfide, had knocked the oakum out 
of fome of the feams under water ; and as it was impoflible 
for us to remedy this misfortune, we were extremely alarm- 
ed. At fun-fet the wind flackened, and the water became 
agitated, with a noife refembling that of a river falling into 
the fea. From fix, P.M. till noon, the pumps were kept 
confiantly at work, without beirig able to clear the well, 
in which we had continually three or four feet water. 

At eight, a breeze {prung up in the north-eaft quarter, 
and the man at the maft-head called out land. Unfortu- 

Ho | nately 
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nately the fhip’s cargo was fhifted by the water fo much, 
and fhe heeled to. ftarboard to fuch a degree, that the 
pumps could not be worked, and the water entered upon 
the deck. In this moft deplorable fituation, finding my- 
felf at the mouth of the ftreight, between the two iflands, 
the direétion of which I could fee but very confufedly in the 
night, I determined to advance with the lead going. The 
fhip foon after being fomewhat righted, I employed all my 
people in pumping and baling, for there were near five feet 
water in the hold. During this laborious bufinefs I fent 
Mr. Kuzneczow on fhore, to difcover a good anchoring 
place; and about two in the morning he returned, with 
the news that he had found a good and commodious harbour. 
I therefore refolved to proceed to it; and as I durft not 
fatigue the veflel by weighing the anchor, I flipt the cable, 
and ftood forward under the topfails. At half paft three 
we arrived at the place Mr. Kuzneczow had pointed out. 
I found the entrance dangerous ; and perceiving the wind 
increafing, and difpofed to be ftormy, I was extremely 
alarmed, and lowered down the Japanefe yawl, in which 
I went a-head with four aflociates, after having given or- 
ders that the fhip fhould ftand after us with all the fail the 
could fet. At four we had a dreadful ftorm, the fea being 
all in a foam, and notwithftanding our efforts to keep a- 
head, the fhip over-ran us; and to complete our misfor- 
tune, the yawl ftruck on’a rock off the fouthern point of a 
bay, and overfet, at the diftance of about two hundred fa- 
thoms from the fhore. I ufed the utmoft exertions to 
reach the port by {wimming, but the fea was fo rough, 
that it was not till after the greateft exertions that I reached 
the fhore, quite exhaufted. I loft all recollection of what 
| ss followed, 
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followed, until I was rouzed by my companions, who, 
having taken notice of the rock on which the yawl overfet, 
fent the {mall boat to take us up. Loginow, one of the 
people who was with me, called tothem, and they at law 
found me in a ftate of ftupefadtion, at the foot of a tree. 
The information I received from them, that the fhip was 
at anchor in a good harbour, and that the ifland was inha- 
bited, made me forget the paft misfortune, and I preffed 
them to return; but underftanding that three of my affo- 
ciates were {till wanting, I engaged them to proceed in the 
fearch of thefe unfortunate men, of whom we found one, 
named Andreanow, alive, and the other two dead upon 
the beach. After this we embarked, almoft lifelefs, and 
went alongfide the fhip, which was at anchor in four fa- 
thom water, and fo deeply immerfed, that I determined to 
run her aground upona fand bank. At eleven, I was, by 
my own orders, carried on fhore; for the fatigue had ex- 
haufted me fo much, that I could not ftir any of my limbs. 
My affociates fet up a tent, while others were employed in 
unloading the cargo; and Mr. Baturin undertook to bury 
the two people who were drowned. Plate XIV. No. 3, 
exhibits a plan of the harbour of the ifland of Ufmay Li- 
yon. 

' According tothe report, feven fick; the veffel aground. 
Latitude in 29 degrees, oo minutes; longitude in 326 de- 
grees, 20 minutes, ‘Wind north-eaft; current from the 
northward ; courfe fouth-weft one quarter fouth. 
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The Plates are numbered from I. to XXIX. but the Numbe: 
II, IV, XII, XXII, XXIV, XXV, are wanting. 


Bind them together at the end of each Volume to which they 


belong, as is fhewn by the reference in the corner. 
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